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INTRODUCTION, 



By the generosity of Mr, James Sprunt, of Wilmingfton, the 
University is enabled to begin a work, which, we are confi- 
dent will be much appreciated by the enlightened people of 
the State. This is the periodical publication of monographs 
designed to elucidate the history of North Carolina. 

The University has in its possession much documentary ma- 
terial of a private and public nature, which has never been 
published. The North Carolina Historical Society has like- 
wise a good supply, interesting and valuable, which has not 
seen the light of day. Efforts will be made to secure additions 
from the fortunate possessors of similar stores. It is confi- 
dently expected that the ofl&cers, students, alumni and 
friends of the University will be able to make contributions 
to our' knowledge of the past, which students of our State his- 
tory will be glad to read and to preserve. 

The University has not heretofore by any means totally neg- 
lected such pious labors. The editors of the ante-bellum Uni- 
versity Magazine published much historical matter, which stu- 
dents of history all over the Union are eager to secure, now 
that the numbers have become extremely rare. The editors 
of its continuation since the re-opening in 1872 have likewise 
included in its pages many sketches of the lives of our prom- 
inent citizens, and many narratives of past events, which, if 
collected together, would surprise the reading public by their 
variety and interest. The James Sprunt series will be in a 
more compact and convenient shape, and will, it is hoped, be 
correspondingly prized. 

This first number is composed of sketches of the dele- 
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gates of the Convention of 1861, which, called to inaug-urate a 
life and death strug-gle, contained more of the leading- men of 
the State than any representative body ever held in its limits. 
It is the work, while a student, of one of our recent gradu- 
ates, Mr. John Gilchrist McCormick, and reflects credit on his 
tireless industry and his accuracy. In addition to the facts of 
the lives of the members, is a succinct history, both of the 
leg-islation accomplished and of the propositions defeated, 
prepared by one of the deleg-ates from the county of Wake, 

Dr. Kemp P. Battle. 

Ki^MP P. Batti^e. 



THE OONYENTION OF 186L 



The Convention of 1861 contained among its delegates very 
many of the ablest and most distinguished men of the State. 
Their action in voting, with the concurrence of their constitu- 
ents, to sever the bonds connecting North Carolina with the 
government of the United States, plunged the people into the 
most disastrous civil war of modern times, which resulted in 
vast destruction of her men and her wealth, in a signal 
change of her institutions, and a new direction to her civili- 
zation. Few of the members are now surviving. The names 
of most are about to sink into oblivion. Before it becomes 
impossible to collect the facts of their lives it seems to be a 
worthy enterprise to rescue them from oblivion and record them 
for permanent preservation. While accomplishing this pious 
task, it is thought to be best to add a brief statement of the 
work of the Convention, which, having no restriction on its 
powers as representing the people of the State, not only 
made changes in the constitution, but, to a considerable ex- 
tent, engaged in ordinary legislation. 

It has been said that our people are slow to move, and 
others less deliberate and more rash have not hesitated to 
disparage North Carolina's conservatism. When the nation 
trenibled on the verge of the great internal conflict. North Caro- 
lina, disapproving all hot-headed measures, hesitated, pre- 
ferring if possible, the peaceful maintenance of the Union, 
As a natural consequence, when in December 1860, pressure 
was exerted upon the General Assembly to induce them to 
call a convention of the people, there was much opposition 
not only among the members of the legislature, but also 
among the people throughout the State, and the measure 
suffered defeat. A compromise bill finally passed, providing 
for the election of delegates on the 28th of February, 1861, 
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and at the same time for a vote on the question of "Conven- 
tion" and **No Convention," and the delegates were to as- 
semble, provided a majority of the votes should so authorise. 
The convention was voted down by a small majority. It was 
evident that North Carolina wished to wait for some overt act 
before withdrawing-.* 

. When war was inevitable, and it was apparent that the 
sole question would be one of alignment, Governor Ellis' re- 
ply to President Lincoln's call for troops ending with the 
words, ** You can get no troops from North Carolina," voiced 
the sentiment of his people. He immediately called a special 
session of the General Assembly, to meet on May 1st, and 
asked for twenty thousand volunteers, announcing that 
the war was upon us and we must take our proper place 
in the controversy. On the same day on which they convened, 
the General Assembly summoned a Convention without sub- 
mitting the question to the voters of the State. The election 
of delegates took place on the 13th of May. To show the 
ardent attachment to the Union and the strong desire to pre- 
serve it, many of the delegates were voted for under special 
instructions to cast their ballots against secession, but time 
soon rudely dispelled the delusion which they had cherished, 
and, when the day for the Convention came, they saw that 
the momentous question of secession must be squarely faced, f 

With this state of affairs before them, the Convention — 
commonly known as the ''Secession Convention" — assembled 
in the Hall of the House of Commons in the city of Raleigh at 
eleven o'clock on the morning of the twentieth day of May 
in the year 1861, and, holding sessions from time to time, did 
not finally adjourn until May 13, 1862. 

The Convention organised by electing Hon. Weldon Na- 
thaniel Edwards, of Warren, President, giving him sixty-five 
votes to forty-eight for Hon. William A. Graham. 

♦Moore's History, Vol. ii. 

fMany of the letters which I have received in regard to delegates, 
state this as a fact, but Dr. Battle thinks that it is probable that the 
writers were mistaken, having confused the election on the 13th of 
May with that in February. 
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An idea of the relative streng-th of the two factions will be 
g-iven by the vote. For Mr. Edwards : Messrs. Arrington, 
Ashe, Battle of Edg-ecombe, Bigg-s, Brodnax, Brown, Bunting, 
Carson, Cowan, Craig-e, Cunning-ham, Darden, Durham, Foy, 
Fuller, Gee, Graves, Green, Greenlee, Grimes, Hamlin, Har- 
grove, Henkel, Hicks, Hill, Houston of Duplin, Houston of 
Union, Howard, Johnston of Gaston, Johnston of Mecklenburg-, 
Lander, Leak, McDowell of Bladen, McDowell of Burke, 
McDowell of Madison, McNeill of Cumberland, Meares, Mil- 
ler, Moody, Moseley, Myers, Osborne, Penland, Phifer, Ray- 
ner, Reid, Rhodes, Royster, Ruffin, Shaw, Smith of Halifax, 
Stewart, Strong, Sutherland, Thompson, Thornton, Tracy, 
Venable, Ward, Washington, Whitford, Williams, Winslow, 
Woodfin and Wooten — 65. 

For Mr. Graham: Messrs. Allison, Armfield, Badger, 
Barnes, Battle of Wake, Berry, Bond, Calloway, Cannon, 
Christian, Councill, Davidson, Dick, Douthitt, EUer, Ellison, 
Ferebee, Foster of Ashe, Foster of Randolph, Gilmer, Hearne, 
Headen, Holden, Jones of Caldwell, Jones of Rowan, Kittrell, 
Long, Mann, Manning, McNeill of Harnett, Merritt, Mitch- 
ell, Patterson, Pettigrew, Sanders, Satterthwaite, Shipp, 
Smith of Johnston, Smith of Macon, Speed, Sprouse, Spruill 
of Bertie, Spruill of Tyrrell, Thomas of Carteret, Turner, 
Walton, Warr^en, and Wilson — 48. 

Mr. Osborne of Mecklenburg, nominated Walter L. Steele, 
of Richmond for Principal Secretary and Mr. Battle of Wake 
nominated James H. Moore of Guilford. Mr. Steele received 
ninety six votes and Mr. Moore nineteen. Mr. Steele was de- 
clared elected. Leonidas C. Edwards, of Granville, was elect- 
ed Assistant Secretary, receiving fifty eight votes against 
thirty three, twelve, and eleven respectively for Messrs. J. A. 
Fox, of Mecklenburg, J. A. Edwards, of Edgecombe, and 
Samuel A. Williams, of Granville. 

Immediately after the organisation, Hon. George E. Badger 
presented an ordinance based on the right of Revolution, 
similar to the Declaration of Independence of 1776, avoiding 
the question of the legal right of North Carolina to secede 
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from the Union. This was rejected by the decisive vote of 
seventy two to forty. 

The substitute of Hon. Burton Craige, based on the consti- 
tutional right of a state to withdraw from the Union when- 
ever, in its opinion, its interests or dignity required, was 
adopted unanimously. 

" An Ordinance to ratify the Provisional Constitution of the 
Confederate States of America" was adopted on the same day. 

At the evening session, in open Convention, the members 
proceeded to affix their names and places of residence to the 
ordinance of secession; and one hundred and twenty — the 
whole number provided for by the General Assembly — came 
forward and signed the instrument.* 

Although there was really no Union party in the election 
of delegates, the election of President and other officers showed 
that there was a division in the Convention between the orig- 
inal secessionists and the old union men. The latter, who 
were of the Constitutional Union party, took ground against 
secession as a legal remedy for the condition of affairs then ex- 
isting, but agreed that it would be better for North Carolina 
to cast her fortunes with the other Southern States if coercion 
should be attempted. 

The red-hot secessionist element was always in the minor- 
ity, but their control of the body, for a long tim^, was due to 
the fact that a number of old unionists voted with them, 
thinking that want of harmony might be construed into hos- 
tility to the war. The old union men finally voted together 
and gained control of the Convention. 

As it is our purpose to attempt to give sketches of the mem 
bers of this body, it would be irrelevant for us to go into a de- 
tailed account of the proceedings ; but to obtain a proper con- 
ception of the personnel of this body, it is necessary to have a 
definite idea of its general character. In its ranks there was 
an unusually large number of college men. Out of the total 
enrollment — one hundred and forty-seven, principal officers in- 
cluded, sixty-seven had had the advantage either in whole or 
in part of a collegiate education, 

♦Journals of the Convention. 
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If we add sixteen physicians who had taken a professional, 
but not a literary, college course, the total number will reach 
eig-hty-three. Of this number, fifty-one claimed the State Uni. 
versity as their -4//w« Mater \ three each claimed Princeton and 
Randolph-Macon ; two Yale and Wake Forest College; one each 
the University of Virginia, Davidson College, Trinity College, 
(North Carolina), Trinity College, (Connecticut,) Columbian 
University, Hampden-Sidney College, LaGrange College, (Al- 
abama), West Point, Jefferson Literary College, (Pennsylva- 
nia,) and Guilford College — then New Garden — ^not deducting 
in the latter calculation names occurring more than once. 

Some knowledge of the general standing, politically,socially, 
and commercially of the men comprising it should not be omit- 
ted. They were undoubtedly typical representatives of the 
best citizenship of the State. It was one of the most, if not the 
most, able body of men ever assembled in the State. Men who 
had been leaders in the political life of the State for the half- 
century preceding, and who also had a national reputation were 
there, while there were others who were soon to gain enviable 
reputations on the battlefield. Neither must those be forgotten 
who were to be the help and stay of the State in the " Dark 
Days of Reconstruction " and who were to do all they could 
to direct her once more into the channels of peace and pros- 
perity. But it would consume too much time and space to 
speak of this body as a whole in the manner which it deserves, 
so we shall consider each delep^ate separately, taking them in 
their alphabetical order. Of course in attempting to give 
similar facts about one hundred and forty-seven men, there will 
necessarily be more <3r less unavoidable repetition which will 
probably grow monotonous to the reader. 

In writing this paper, we have been forced to rely largely 
upon personal correspondence with the relatives of delegates 
or other persons conversant with the facts, and in several in- 
stances all the necessary data have been obtained from the del- 
egate himself. On commencing this undertaking, in Septem- 
ber, 1896, all the North Carolina histories, pamphlets of the 
University and of the Literary Societies, biographies, and 
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other available matter were consulted. However, they con- 
tained but a small proportion of the material necessary for 
our work and much of this was unsatisfactory and in many 
cases, as we afterwards discovered, inaccurate. Correspond- 
ence was immediately begun and was continued without in- 
terruption until May 1897, and intermittently from then un- 
til the day of publication during which time more than two 
hundred letters have been written. As a result, more than ahun- 
dred sketches never before published have been obtained and 
many facts supplementing the accounts of others given else- 
where have been obtained. Owing to the fact that some peo- 
ple either misunderstood the motive of the work or allowed 
the matter to be overlooked, much trouble and delay have 
been caused, and needed data have not been obtained. For 
the same reason it was necessary to write many times to ob- 
taiil the facts desired in each case. Some sketches are meager 
because the relatives of the subject of inquiry had moved to 
other States and when written to there, were unable to fur- 
nish exact dates on account of the loss of family records ; in 
other instances the meagerness is due to the fact that the con- 
temporaries of the subject of inquiry and all of his near rela- 
tives were dead. In many cases, relatives have kindly lent 
family records and other valuable data. 

In the foot notes the writer has endeavored to give 
proper credit to the large number of persons who have 
so carefully and considerately answered his letters of in- 
quiry. To them may be ascribed whatever of accuracy the pa- 
per may possess. Frequent credits have been given to Prom- 
inent Living North Carolinians^ by Professor Jerome Dowd, 
to both Wheeler's History and Reminiscences, and to Moore's 
History, but so often were they consulted that no acknowledge- 
ment has been made when there was a collateral source of in- 
formation for the facts given. To Dr, Kemp P. Battle, 
whose advice and assistance made the work possible, are due 
my greatest and most lasting obligations. 

Before beginning the subject proper, a few explanations 
are necessary. At or very near the beginning of the first 
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sentence in regard to the subject of each sketch is given the 
name of the delegate and the county which he represented in 
the Convention and the name of the county simply is given 
and neither the abbreviation, ** Co." nor the word "county", 
is written after it, as we deem either of them needless. 
Neither is the name of the state written after either towns or 
counties except when they are not in North Carolina. The 
use of titles is generally avoided and simple Mr, and the 
third personal pronoun are, for the most part, used. In giv- 
ing the parentage, the mother's maiden name is usually, 
when known, enclosed in parentheses immediately preceding 
her husband's name. Recognising our inability to form a 
proper estimate of the merits of each delegate we have, with 
few exceptions, avoided laudatory terms and have endeavored 
to confine ourselves to concise and accurate statement of facts. 



PERSONNEL OF THE CONVENTION 
OF 1861. 



Allison, Thomas Albxandbr.* 

In following the alphabetical order, the name of Thos. A. 
Allison of Iredell comes first. He was born on December 19, 
1794, near Statesville. His parents, Thomas and Esther 
(Neill) Allison were both of Scotch-Irish descent. He was 
one of the largest farmers in Iredell and also one of the 
largest slave owners. He represented his native county in 
the State Senate in 1829, '32 and '42 and in the House of Com- 
mons in 1864 and '66. Although he spoke but seldom he was 
recognized as a leader in the Whig party and a leader who 
could be relied upon to do wjiat was right. He was a mem- 
ber of the old County Court for a number of years. He was 
opposed to secession. He was, for many years, a Ruling 
Elder in the Presbyterian Church. He was descended from 
the McAllisters of Scotland on his father's side. He died 
February 24, 1879. 

Armfibld, Robbrt Franklin, t 

The delegate from Yadkin was Robert Franklin Armfield, 
who was bom three miles west of Greensboro on July 9, 1829. 
At fourteen years of age, he entered Trinity College, then 
Union Institute, just starting under Rev. Dr. B. Craven. 
After he was twenty, he taught school a year; then read 
law under Hon. John A. Gilmer, and settled at Yadkinville, 
Yadkin Co. He resigned his seat in the Convention to go 
to war as First Lieutenant of Company B, Thirty-eighth Regi- 
ment North Carolina Troops, and was soon afterwards pro- 
moted to Lieutenant-Colonel. He took part in the "Seven 

*Prof. D. Matt Thompson, Statesville. 
t Wheeler's Reminiscences. 
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Day's Fig-ht " around Richmond. Being wounded at the bat- 
tle of Shepardstown in October 1862, he returned home, and 
while at home the legislature elected him Solicitor of the 
Sixth Judicial District, which office he held until the close of 
the war. In 1865, he removed to Wilkesboro, and, five years 
later, to Statesville. In 1874, Mr. Armfield represented Ire- 
dell, Wilkes, and Alexander in the State Senate and was 
elected President of that body, and thus was next in succession 
to the Governor. Two years later he was elected to Congress 
from the Seventh District and was re-elected at the next 
election. He was in 1888 appointed to the Superior Court 
bench ; was elected to it at the next ensuing election and^ 
served upon it with distinction.* He died Nov. 9, 1898. 

Arrington, Archibald Hunter. t 

A. H. Arrington of Nash, son of John and Elizabeth 
(Mann) Arrington, was born in the above county at Hilliards- 
ton on November 13, 1809. His mother was Mrs, Elizabeth 
Nicholson at the time she married John Arrington. His an- 
cestors, both paternal and maternal, were English. He re- 
ceived his education at the Louisburg Male Academy under 
John B. Bobbitt, and at an early age studied law. He prac- 
tised law and was a successful planter. From 1841-43, he 
represented his district in Congress. He was also Chairman 
of the Nash County Court for a number of years. In Febru- 
ary 1862, being elected by the Convention a member of the 
Confederate House of Representatives, he resigned his seat 
in the Convention for one in the Confederate Congress where 
he served two terms. He believed in the right of a state to 
secede. After the war, he held no public office. He died 
July 20, 1872. 

AsHB, Wii,i,iAM Shepherd. J 

The grandson of Governor Samuel Ashe and the son of 
Samuel and Elizabeth (Shepherd) Ashe was William Shep- 

*Charlotte Observer, November 10, 1898. 
f Thomas M. Arring-tpn, Washington, D. C. 
tlrctter from James Sprunt, Esq. 
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herd Ashe of New Hanover, who was born September 14, 1814, 
His ancestors were English, the Ashes coming directly from 
England. He was educated at Trinity College, Connecticut, 
and entered on the practice of law in 1835, but soon devoted 
himself exclusively to rice planting. He was the father of 
the North Carolina Railroad, having drawn and introduced 
the bill chartering that company and appropriating two mil- 
lion dollars state aid for its construction. He held the fol- 
lowing public offices : State Senator, 1847-'48 ; Member of 
Congress, 1849-'5S ; In charge of the Transportation of Con- 
federate Troops with rank of Major, In 1855 he became 
President of the Wilmington and Weldon Rail Road Company, 
and was soon recognised as one of the best railroad men in 
the South. While riding on a hand-car near the East River 
bridge on that road, he was run down by an express train 
and received injuries from which he died in his home at Rocky 
Point on September 14, 1862. 

Atkinson, Pkyton Ashi^ky.* 

P. A, Atkinson, son of Ashley and Rebecca (Tunstall) At- 
kinson, was born in 1823. He spent one year at Princeton, 
1841, and one at William and Mary College, Williamsburg, 
Va., but did not graduate. He was a farmer and accumulated 
a large fortune prior to the war. He was a Whig and a con- 
servative secessionist. He was a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South and built a church on his own plan- 
tation in Pitt county for the use of the whole community. f 
General Bryan Grimes resigned as a delegate to the Conven- 
tion from Pitt at the close of the first session and Mr. Atkin- 
son was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Badger, George Edmund. J 
One of the Wake delegates was George Edmund Badger, a 

♦Repeated efforts have been made to obtain a full and accurate 
sketch of Mr. Atkinson, but they have as yet been unavailing. How- 
ever the writer hopes to be able to add the facts omitted here in an ap- 
pendix. 

fHon. Elias Carr, Old 8parta. 

X Wheeler's History y Lives of Distinguished North Carolinians, 
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very able lawyer, who had been Secretary of the Navy under 
John Tyler, but resigned when the policy of the administra- 
tion was changed. Both of Badger's parents were devoted 
Revolutionary patriots. His father was a native of Connecti- 
cut and his mother was Lydia Cogdell, a daughter of Richard 
Cogdell, a member of the Council of Safety of 1775. He was bom 
in New Berne April 17, 1795. He was a student at Yale Uni- 
versity in the class of Dr. Elisha Mitchell, but did not remain 
to graduate. He studied law under John Stanly, his kins- 
man. In 1814, he was Aid-de-Camp to General Calvin Jones 
with rank of Major. He was admitted to the bar before he 
was of age, and by appointment of a judge was a Solicitor of 
the State. The year of his majority, he represented the 
borough of New Berne in the General Assembly. He then 
made successively Hillsboro, Warrenton, and Louisburg, his 
home. In 1820, he was elected a Judge of the Superior Court 
and acted as such for four years and then removed to Raleigh 
and devoted himself to his profession. He was Secretary of 
the Navy under Harrison and for a short while under Tyler 
and was United States Senator 1846-'55, In 1851 the Presi- 
dent nominated him for a seat on the Supreme Court bench, 
but the Senate being Democratic failed to confirm the nomina- 
tion. In 1834, the University of North Carolina and Yale 
conferred the degree of LL.D,, upon him. He was a Trustee 
of the former institution for twenty-six years. *'His great 
power as a lawyer," says Wheeler, "was acknowledged by 
both bench and bar." Mr. Badger was a consistent member 
of the Episcopal Church. A stroke of paralysis ended his 
long and distinguished career on May 11, 1866. 

Bagi^ky, Doctor Warrkn.* 

Doctor Warren Bagley was elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Judge Asa Biggs. He was the 
son of William and Sarah (Warren) Bagley and was born in 
Martin, September 2, 1801. Mr. Bagley was of English ex- 
traction on both sides. He was a merchant and by prudence 
♦I^etter from James E. Moore, WiUiamston. 



16 JAMKS SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS ^ 

and thrift succeeded in accumulating a comfortable fortune. 
He never desired political preferment and the only public 
office that he ever held except that of delegate to the Conven- 
tion from his native county, was Treasurer of that county. 
He opposed secession until he thought there was no other al- 
ternative. He served for many years as President of the 
Board of Trustees of Williamston Academy and as Director 
of the Williamston and Tarboro Rail Road Co. Mr. Bagley 
died February 27, 1878. 

Barnes, David Alexander.* 

David Alexander Barnes, of Northampton, the son of Col- 
lin Williams and Sarah Barnes, was born at the old homestead 
in the abov^ county, near the Hertford line, on September 16, 
1819. He was graduated from the University of North Caro- 
lina in 1840, and read law under Judge Gaston. His first pub- 
lic service was in the House of Commons in 1844 to which he 
. was re-elected in 1846 and again in 1850. He was Presidential 
Elector on the Scott and Graham ticket in 1852 ; was Presid- 
ing Justice of the Hertford County Court for several years, 
and was Aid-de-Camp to Governor Vance during the war. In 
1865 the Legislature elected him a Superior Court Judge, but 
he resigned upon the adoption of the Constitution of 1868. 
After the war. Judge Barnes built up a large practice. He 
resided in an elegant home near Murfreesborough to which 
place he removed after his marriage. He passed away on June 
24, 1892.t 

Batchelor, Littleberry Watts, t 

L. W. Batchelor, of Halifax, son of James Watts and Mary 
Lane (Shelton) Batchelor, was born in that county, January 
13, 1823. After attending Bingham School (Hillsboro) for 
about two years, he went to Philadelphia to study medicine 
and, as soon as he received his diploma, located in his native 

♦Prominent Living- North Carolinians, by Jerome Dowd. 
tSketch by Pulaski Cowper, EJsq., Raleig-h. 
tHon. J. B. Batchelor, Raleigh. 
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county. He devoted most of his time to practice and cared 
little for politics and public office. He was for many years 
a Justice of the Peace and also a member of the old County 
Court. Mr. Batchelor was a devoted Southerner and a firm 
believer in the rig-ht of a State to secede, and this together 
with the requests of his friends induced him to^ become a can- 
didate for the Convention. He was of English descent and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He died 
in Enfield on January 4, 1885. 

Battle, Kemp Pi^ummer.* 

Kemp P. Battle, of Wake, was born in Franklin county, near 
Louisburg", December 19, 1831. His father was Judge Wm. 
Horn Battle,. for many years on the Superior and Supreme 
Court Benches. His grandfather, Joel, who erected in 1820 
one of the first cotton factories in the State, was the son 
of William, whose father was Elisha Battle, the progenitor of 
the race in North Carolina, a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1776 and of the State Senate throughout the 
Revolutionary War. His mother was a daughter of Kemp 
Plummer, a lawyer, of Warrenton, of an old Virginia family, 
one of whom was Governor Kemp of Virg-inia in the 
time of Charles I. He was graduated from the University of 
North Carolina in 1849 with first hbnorsf ; was Instructor of 
Latin and Greek 1849-'50, and then Tutor of Mathematics four 
years in his Alma Mater, He read law under his father and 
located in Raleigh in 1854. He was a Director of the Bank of 
North Carolina for several years. From 1862-'66 he was Presi- 
dent of the Chatham Railroad Company, the object of which 
was to develop the coal fields of Chatham County and to connect 
them with the railroad systems of the State. In 1866 he was 
elected Treasurer of the State and served two and a half years. 
He was elected in 1869 President of the State Agricultural 
Society, being the first president after the war. He was Secre- 
tary and Treasurer of the University of North Carolina in 1874- 

♦Dr. K. P. Battle, 
f University Records. 
2 
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1876 and wase lected President of this institution in 1876 serv- 
ing until 1891, when he resigned to become its Alumni Prof es- 
sor of History, which position he now occupies. He and his 
father were in 1868 deputies to the Episcopal General Conven- 
tion in Philadelphia, which restored the relations between the 
Northern and Southern Episcopalians which had been rup- 
tured during- the civil war. Dr. Battle has also served as Di- 
rector of the Insane Asylum at Raleigh and as a Trustee of 
the State University for a number of years. He has written 
various historical monographs, among them the following: two 
on the ''History of the City of Raleigh"; ''History of the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina", "History of the Supreme Court", 
ordered published by the judges in the Supreme Court reports ; 
" Sketches of the Early History of the University " ; "'Lead- 
ers of the Church of England in the Colonial Period in North 
Carolina" ; " Trials and Judicial Proceedings in the New Tes- 
tament" Previous to the war he was a Whig. He was a 
strong unionist until the breaking out of the war, being Pres- 
ident of the Union Club of Wake. He has been, for many 
years, a member of the Episcopal Church. Davidson Col- 
lege conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

BATTI.K, LUCIEN NapOLEON BoNAPARTE.* 

L. N. B. Battle, of Nash, was born near Nashville on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1830, of parentage, Lawrence and Martha (Arring- 
ton) Battle. He was a farmer, and was a Judge of the county 
and a Justice of the Peace for a number of years. He served in 
the House of Commons and in the State Senate, and was a 
salt commissioner during the civil war. He was a Democrat 
and secessionist previous to the war and a Republican after 
1869. He died May 10, 1897, 

Battle, William Smith, f 

W. S. Battle, of Edgecombe, was born in that county on 
October 4, 1823, on a plantation bought by his great-grand- 

*A. W. Battle, NashviUe. 
tDr. Kemp P. Battle. 
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father, Elisha Battle, from the Earl of Granville, His father 
was James Smith Battle, son of Jacob, whose father was Eli- 
sha Battle, mentioned in a preceding- sketch. His mother 
was Harriet, daughter of Samuel Westray of Nash county. 
He was graduated at the University of North Carolina in 1844, 
He is a farmer and was for years a cotton manufacturer, his 
factory at the Falls of the Tar being one of the oldest in the 
State. He was an *'01d Jeffersonian Democrat" and a firm 
believer in the right of secession. Mr. Battle has never held 
any public office except that of delegate to the Convention and 
is still living on his plantation near Tarboro. 

Berry, John. 

John Berry, of Orange, son of John and Rosapiond Berry, 
was born in Hillsboro, March 25, 1798. His extraction was 
English. He never attended school over five months in his life, 
yet he became a well-read and an unusually intelligent man 
and could solve the problems of Euclid with ease. He was a 
builder and contractor and erected a number of public build- 
ings, among them the University Library and the Oxford Or- 
phan Asylum. Mr. Berry defeated Hugh Waddell for the 
State Senate in 1848, and was re-elected in 1850, '52, '64 and '66. 
The opponents of William A. Graham and John Berry as dele- 
gates to the Convention were Pride Jones and H. K. Nash. 
He was a Democrat and opposed to secession. He died Janu- 
ary 20, 1880. 

Biggs, AsA.f 

Judge Asa Biggs was born in Williamston in the county of 
Martin on the 4th day of February, 1811. His father was the 
Rev. Joseph Biggs, of the Primitve Baptist Church, and his 
mother was Chloe Biggs, whose maiden name was Daniel. 

He received his license to practice law in the County Court 
in 1831. He was from the beginning of his career a Demo- 
crat, differing from members of his family. His first public 

*Mr. J. W. Graham, Hillsboro. 
tFrank W. Kellinger, Norfolk, Va. 
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service was at the age of twenty-four in the Convention of 
1835. He was a member of the House of Commons in 1840 
and again in 1842, and of the State Senate in 1844. He was 
elected to the House of Representatives in 1845 and was again 
a candidate in 1847, but suffered defeat. The Legislature of 
1854 elected him to the United States Senate where he served 
until 1858, when President Buchanan appointed him to fill the 
United States District Judgeship for North Carolina made 
vacant by the death of Judge Potter, which position he held 
until the civil war. In 1851 Governor Reid appointed Judge 
Biggs with Hons. B. F. Moore and R. M. Saunders to revise 
and compile the Statutes of North Carolina, the result of 
which was the "Revised Code" of 1854. He resigned from 
the Convention of 1861 to accept the Confederate District 
Judgeship. After the war terminated he did not again enter 
public life. In 1870 he formed a partnership for the practice 
of law with Hon. W. N. H. Smith. He had large business 
interests in Norfolk, Virginia, where he later removed, and 
died there on March 6, 1878. In religion he was a Primitive 
Baptist. Judge Biggs believed that any State had the right, 
when sufficient cause existed, to withdraw from the Union by 
the same method by which it entered, and by such a proceeding 
the citizens were absolved from further allegiance to the Uni- 
ted States. He advocated the plan of constructing a railroad 
from Beaufort to the mountains at the expense of the State. 

BoGLK, Alibxander McCimiN.* 

Alexander McCuein Bogle, of Alexander, was elected to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of A. C. Stewart. He was. 
the son of Joseph M. Bogle, who was for many years Sheriff 
of Iredell county before Alexander was taken off. He was 
born in the part of Iredell now Alexander and was of Scotch- 
Irish extraction. He was graduated from Davidson College 
in 1843 ; read law under Chief Justice Pearson, and received 
his license in 1845. He served one term in the House of Com- 
mons (1854), and one in the State Senate (1864). In religion 
« Col. M. L. McCorkle, Newton. 
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he was a Presbyterian and in politics an " Old Line Whig." 
He was not an original secessionist, but changed his views af- 
ter Lincoln's proclamation. Mr. Bogle died in 1875. 

Bond, Jambs*. 

The junior member from Bertie was bom in that county on 
April 8, 1831. His parents, Louis and Clarissa (Smith wick) 
Bond, were both of English ancestry. He received his pre- 
paratory education at Oak Grove Academy under Patrick H. 
Winston, was graduated from Wake Forest College in 1852 
and immediately thereafter chose farming as his life work. 
He has held the following public offices : Member of the 
House of Commons in 1862 and 1864; Chairman of the Infef ior 
Court of Bertie, and President of the County Farmers' Alli- 
ance. He was originally opposed to secession. Mr. Bond 
is a member of the Baptist Church and is still living. 

Brodnax, Edward Travis.! 

Edward Travis Brodnax, of Rockingham, born in Bruns- 
wick county, Virginia, on March 31, 1796, was the son of W.E. 
and Sallie (Jones) Brodnax. His mother was a daughter of 
Frederick and a sister of Pride Jones of the Revolution. Dur- 
ing the war of 1812 he joined a company raised in his native 
county and served as a private in the defence of Norfolk. Af- 
ter the war he went totheUniversity of Pennsylvania to study 
medicine and, upon receiving his degree, settled on a large 
estate given him by his father in Rockingham county. Dr. 
Brodnax represented his adopted county in the House of Com- 
mons in 1823,in the State Senate in 1828, and in the Conven- 
tion of 1835, being amongst the few who served both in this 
Convention and that of 1861. He was the colleague of David 
S. Reid in the latter body. Dr, Brodnax and Judge Thomas 
Settle, Jr., were elected in February to the Convention which 
was voted down. He died January 7, 1874. 

* Hon. Francis D. Winston, Windsor, 
f Gen. James D. Glenn, Greensboro. 
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Brown, Bedford.* 

An ardent Whig and one of Andrew Jackson's most inti- 
mate friends and warmest admirers, was Bedford Brown, of 
Caswell, son of Jethro and Lucy (Williamson) Brown, who 
was born in Caswell in 1792. His ancestors, paternal and 
maternal, were English, the Browns having come to America 
from Bedfordshire, England. He attended the University of 
North Carolina two years, 1813 and 1814. In 181S-'16-'17, 
and again in 1823 he represented his native county in the 
House of Commons, and 1828 and '29 in the State Senate dur- 
ing which time he was Speaker of that body. In 1829, he 
was elected to the United States Senate by a majority of one 
vote. At the expiration of his term of office he was re-elect- 
ed, serving until 1840, when he resigned under instructions 
from the General Assembly. In 1842, he was again a candid- 
ate for the United States Senate, but was defeated. He re- 
moved to Missouri, but soon returned to his native county, 
and his constituents returned him to the State Senate in 1858, 
'62 and 1868 and to the Conventions of 1861 and of 1865. He 
was a strong advocate of States' Rights, but was opposed 
to secession, until the war began, because he did not think 
that it would be best for the South. Death ended his pub- 
lic service of almost three score years on December 6, 1870. 

Bunting, Thomas.! 

Dr. Thomas Bunting born August 8, 1801, was a native 
Sampsonian, He was of English-Irish extraction, his paternal 
ancestors emigrating from Derbyshire, England in 1642, and set- 
tling near Philadelphia. His parents were Richard and Mary 
(Clinton) Bunting. He attended the State University in 
1822 ; then studied medicine which he afterward practised to 
some extent, but later devoted his entire time to farming. 
Dr. Bunting served in the State Senate in 1836, '38, '50 and 
'52. He was delegate to the National Democratic Convention 
in Baltimore in 1852 and was, for a number of years,. Clerk 

♦Bedford Brown, M.D., Alexandria, Va. 
fHon. John H. Hill, Goldsboro. 



CONVENTION OF 1861 23 

and Master in Equity. He believed in secession as pne of the 
reserved rig-hts of the State and that the South had just cause 
to withdraw from the Union. He died April 19, 1871. 

Bryson, James Homes.* 

J. H. Bryson, of Cherokee, succeeded A. T. Davidson, re- 
signed. His parents were Andrew and Margaret (White) 
Bryson, both of Scotch-Irish descent. He was born in Hay- 
wood county, January 28, 1818. At the age of seventeen he 
removed to Cherokee county and engaged in merchandising. 
He was, at one time, employed on the topographical survey 
of the Cherokee nation. In 1838 he joined the United States 
army, but resigned soon after they succeeded in transferring 
the Indians, and again went into the mercantile business at 
Fort Butler (now Murphy). From 1840-'52, he was Clerk of 
the Court in his county, and was a member of the House of 
Representatives in 1862 and of the State Senate in 1864. He 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. Mr. 
Bryson is still living at Andrew, N. C. where he is a hotel 
proprietor and farmer. He was an opponent of secession un- 
til Lincoln's proclamation. 

Caldwell, Pinckney CoTEswoRTH.t 

P. C. Caldwell, of Mecklenburg, oldest son of Captain 
Samuel and Elizabeth (Gulick) Caldwell, was born in Gaston 
county on August 2, 1802. His parents were both of Scotch- 
Irish extraction. His father was a captain in the Revolution- 
ary war. After being graduated in medicine at Transylvania 
University, Lexington, Kenlucky, he located in Mecklenburg 
county, and for many years was one of the most prominent 
physicians of the county. Dr. Caldwell never sought public 
office and never held any except that of delegate to the Con- 
vention in place of William Johnston, resigned. He was a 
staunch Democrat, a strong secessionist, and an Episcopalian 
He died January 26, 1865. 

*Miss L^aura Bryson, Franklin. 
fMrs. K. C. Guion, Charlotte.' 
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Cai^dwell, Richard Alexander.* 

Upon the election of Burton Craig-e to the Confederate 
Congress, Richard Alexander Caldwell of Rowan, third son 
of Judge David and Fanny (Alexander) Caldwell was elected 
by the people of the county to fill the vacancy. He was Born 
in Salisbury on August 27, 1827. He was descended on both 
sides from good old Revolutionary stock, David Reese, one of 
the signers of the Mecklenburg Declaration, and Judge Rich- 
ard Henderson being among his ancestors. He was graduated 
from the University of North Carolina in 1848 ; studied law, 
and settled in Salisbury. Before the war he was Solicitor 
for Stanly county a number of years. He was a Director of 
the Western North Carolina Rail Road Company from Salis- 
bury to the Tennessee line for a period of years. He was 
not an original secessionist. At the time of his death, July 
10, 1882, Mr. Caldwell was a member of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Cai^LOWAY, jAMES.t 

One of the oldest families in the counties of Wilkes and 
Ashe are the Calloways who are of Scotch-Irish extraction. 
Dr. James Calloway of Wilkes was born in Ashe county on 
July 23, 1806. His father, Elijah Calloway, was a native of 
Virginia and a nephew of Daniel Boone. Soon after attain- 
ing his majority, he was graduated from Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia and settled in Wilkes county. At this 
time and for many years afterward, there was no other phy- 
sician possessing a degree in the^ whole extent of the country 
between Wytheville, Virginia, and Statesville, N. C. His 
practice was consequently very large and laborious, embrac- 
ing in its range an area now constituting seven counties. 
Dr. Calloway was a member of the House of Commons three 
terms, 1828, '30 and '31, He was a Whig and at first opposed 
secession, but, after voting for it, gave to the Confederacy his 
earnest support. He was a large property owner, but his 

*Dr. J. A. Caldwell, Salisbury. » 

f Calvin J. Cowlcs, Esq., Wilkesboro, T. C. Bowie, Obids. 
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affairs became almost hopelessly embarassed after the war. 
Much of his property was in Kansas, where he removed in 
1870, but after two years, with broken health and fortune, he 
returned to Wilkesboro and died there on December 25, 1878, 
a member of the Episcopal Church which he had joined thirty 
years before. 

Cannon, Joskph S.* 

J. S. Cannon, of Perquimans, was born in that county 
January 1, 1823, and died in Norfolk, Virginia, April 2, 1882, 
His ancestors were English Quakers. He attended the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina in 1848-'49 ; then studied law and 
located in his native county. He was elected Clerk and Mas- 
ter- in Equity in 1850, and was continuously re-elected for 
seventeen years. He served on the staff of Governor Vance 
during- the war. He was a Whig and opposed to secession. 

Carson, Jason Hazard, t 

Jason H. Carson, born at Green River, Rutherford — later 
Polk county — on November 10, 1814, was the son of Joseph 
McDowell and Rebecca (Wilson) Carson.J He was a farmer 
and was an Episcopalian. He was never a candidate for 
public office, and never held any except that of delegate to the 
Convention from Rutherford and Polk counties. In 1856, 
Mr. Carson predicted a war between the States and said that 
the North would prevail and free the negroes, and so strong- 
ly was he imbued with this conviction that he sold slaves 
and invested in lands, but after the Southern States seceded, 
he became an enthusiastic secessionist and so sanguine of 
success that he exchanged the lands for slaves. He died in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina on June 12, 1865. His place 
in the Convention was filled by Dr. George W. Michal. 

♦Hon. Thomas G. Skinner, Hertford. 
tRalph K. Carson, Spartanburg-, S. C. 
XDr, .J. C. Twitty, Twitty. • 
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Christian, Samuel H.* 

S. H. Christian, of Montg-omery, was born at Lawrenceville, 
Montgomery county. May 20, 1805. The Christians were of 
English ancestry and came to North Carolina from Virginia, 
settling on the fertile bottom-land of the Pee Dee River in 
the above county. When a very small boy he had the mis- 
fortune to be injured in such a manner as to make him a crip- 
ple for life. He received his education at the neighborhood 
schools and at an early age embarked in the mercantile busi- 
ness. He soon united farming with it and was very success- 
ful in both. He also added a large flouring mill to his other 
interests. He represented his county in the State Senate in 
1854 and '56. He was strongly opposed to secession. He 
was elected to the Confederate Congress in 1863, but died, 
March 2, 1864, before taking his seat. 

Cowan, Robert H.f 

R. H. Cowan, one of the New Hanover delegates, was born 
in Wilmington, August 23, 1824, His parents, Robert H, 
and Sally (Turner) Cowan were of Scotch-Irish and English 
descent respectively. In 1840 he entered the State Univer- 
sity receiving, with highest honors, the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts four years later. Very soon after being graduated, 
he married Eliza Jane Dickinson and engaged in the manu- 
facture of lumber with his father-in-law under the firm name 
of P, K. Dickinson & Co. He resigned from the Convention 
to become Lieutenant-Colonel of the Third Regiment North 
Carolina Troops. Upon the re-organization of the twelve 
months' volunteers, he was elected Colonel of the Eighteenth 
Regiment and remained with them until he was wounded in 
the * 'Seven Day's Fight" around Richmond and was incapaci- 
tated from further service. In 1864 he was elected President 
of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford ton Rail Road 
Company and remained at the head of the corporation until 
deposed by Governor Holden. In 1866-'67 he served in the 

♦Mrs. If, A. Ingram, Mt. Gilead. 
fDavid S. Cowan, Robeson, 
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House of Commons. He was an adherent of the Episcopal 
Church.* Colonel Cowan's death took place November 11, 
1872 and was supposed to have been caused by the wound 
mentioned above. 

CouNcii.1., Jambs Wii.i.is.t 

The deleg-ate from Wataug-a was James Willis Councill, 
son of Jordan and Sallie (Boone) Councill, born at Howard 
Post Office (now Boone) December 29, 1826. He was of 
English-German ancestry. He held the office of Justice of 
the Peace for thirty-five years ; Clerk and Master in Equity 
six years and Lieutenant of. Company D, Ninth Reg-iment 
North Carolina Troops, until discharged on account of disa- 
bility. He favored secession. Mr. Councill died November 
19, 1884. 

Craige, Burton. J 

Fig-hting on the side of Charles Edward at CuUoden, were 
the ancestors of Burton Craig'e, of Rowan, and immediately 
after the defeat of the ''Pretender," they came to America, 
settling- in North Carolina. Burton, son of David Craig-e, 
was born in Rowan county on March 13, 1811. Prepared for 
college by Rev. Dr. J. O. Freeman, he entered the State Uni- 
versity in 1824 and was g-raduated four years later. His name 
appears in the colleg-e records as Burton Francis Craig'e, but 
in after life, he dropped the middle name. He, at first, em- 
barked in journalism editing the ''Western Carolinian" for 
several years ; then studied law, obtaining- his license in 
1832. He represented the borough of Salisbury in the House 
of Commons the same year. He was elected to Congress four 
successive terms (18S3-'61). In the Convention of 1861 Mr. 
Craige offered the ordinance of secession which was adopted. 
The Convention elected him to the Confederate Congress, 
giving him sixty-four votes to thirty-seven for William R. 

* James Sprunt, Bsq., Wilmington. 

tGeorge W. Councill, Boone. 

{Wheeler's Reminiscences, U, N, C ijSg-iSSg, 
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Myers of Mecklenburg". His Alma Mater conferred upon him 
the degree of LL,D., in 1847. On December 30, 1875, Mr. 
Craig-e died at Concord while attending court. 

Cunningham, John Wilson.* 

J. W. Cunningham, of Person, was the son of Alexander and 
Mattie (Wilson) Cunningham, and was born February 6, 1820, 
in the city of Petersburg, Virginia. He attended Bingham 
School and the University of North Carolina and was grad- 
uated from the latter in 1840. His father was a wholesale 
merchant of Petersburg^ and had purchased a large tract of 
land in Person county where- he had established a branch 
store. Here his son settled and soon became a successful 
merchant and planter. He represented his county in the 
State Senate for eight years (18S2-'60), in the House of Com- 
mons in 1864 and again in the Senate in 1866, '72 '77 and '79. 
He was a member of the Council of State during the admin- 
istrations of Governors Ellis and Clark and Collector of his 
district during the war. In addition to these, he filled every 
office in his county and was, for many years. Presiding Jus- 
tice of the County Court. In 1880 there was not a single vote 
in his township cast against him. Other public offices were 
often tendered him but he invariably declined all those which 
would necessitate his absence from his large mercantile and 
farming interests for any length of time. He was a member 
of the Episcopal Church. He died July 15, 1887. 

Darden, William A.f 

W. A. Darden, of Greene county, was the son of William A. 
and Harriet (Speight) Darden. Both the Dardens and the 
Speights came to North Carolina from Virginia and were of 
Scotch-Irish descent. He intended to study law and entered 
Randolph-Macon College, but his eye-sight failed during his 
junior year, so he returned home and became a farmer. He 
was a lieutenant in a company of the Third North Carolina 

*Hon. John S. Cunningham, Cunningham's Store, 
f William M. Darden, Speight's Bridge. 
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Regiment, but resig-ned to g-o to the Convention. Later he be- 
came Captain of Company E, Sixty-first North Carolina 
JRegiment. He was taken prisoner at Fort Harrison and con- 
fined in Portress Monroe for nine months, which resulted in 
completely wrecking- his health. After the war he was a 
Democrat and represented his native county in the State Leg-- 
islature in 1882. Mr. Darden was a Methodist and a firm be- 
liever in its doctrines. In 1888 he was elected Business Ag-ent 
of the State Farmers' Alliance and died at Gatesville July 3, 
1890, while in the discharge of duties connected with that 
office. 

Davidson, Ali<kn Turner*. 

A. T. Davidson, of Cherokee, was born in Haywood county 
March 9, 1819. He is of Scotch-Irish extraction and both of 
his grandfathers. Major William Davidson and Captain David 
Vance, fought in the Revolutionary War on the patriot side. 
Mr. Davidson received his education at the "old field" schools 
and at the Waynesville Academy. He is a lawyer by profes- 
sion and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
In the early part of his career he was Clerk and Master in 
Equity for Haywood county. After his admission to the bar 
he was for many years Solicitor for Cherokee county. He op- 
posed secession until Lincoln called on the South for troops. 
He was a member of the Council of State in 1864 and 1865. 
The Convention elected him to the Confederate Congress from 
the Eighth District, giving him fifty-five votes to forty-seven 
for N. W. Woodfin. He has been prominent in public affairs 
since the war but has never occupied any public office. In 
1884 Mr. Davidson retired from business and since then 
has been living with his son, Hon. T. F. Davidson, in Ashe- 
ville. 

Dick, Robkrt PAiNKf. 

R. P. Dick, of Guilford, son of Judge John M. and Parthenia 

*Hon. T. F. Davidson, Asijieville. 

\ProfHinent Living North Carolinians, Sketch from President Dred 
Peacock, Greensboro. 
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P, (Williamson) Dick, was born in Greensboro October 5, 1822. 
He received his preparatory training- at Caldwell Institute; 
entered the University of North Carolina and graduated with 
honor in 1843. He received his license to practice law in 
1845 and located at Wentworth, Rocking-ham county, but four 
years later removed to Greensboro. Mr. Dick was a member 
of the National Democratic Convention at Baltimore in 1852. 
In 1853 President Pierce appointed him District Attorney for 
North Carolina, which position he held until April 1861 when 
he resigned. In 1860 he was a member of the National Dem- 
ocratic Conventions at Charleston and Baltimore, and at the 
latter was the only North Carolinian to remain and act in the 
body. He was an elector for the State-at-larg-e on the Doug-- 
las and Johnson ticket, and was a member of the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the wing of the Democratic party to 
which he belonged. In the Convention he was a prominent 
conservative. He was a member of the Council of State during 
a part of the administration of Governor Vance ; State Senator 
1864-'65 and a delegate to the Convention of 1865. In May, 
1865, he, together with a number of other citizens of the State, 
went to Washington to confer with President Johnson in re- 
gard to the best way to restore the State to its normal condi- 
tion in the Union. In May, 1865, the President appointed him 
United States District Judge for North Carolina, which he re- 
signed in two months, being unable to take the **Test Oath." 
He was a prominent member of the Convention to re-organize 
the Republican party in the State. In 1868 he was elected 
Associate Justice of the State Supreme Court and held this of- 
fice until 1872, when he resigned to accept the United States 
District Judgeship of Western North Carolina. In 1878 he 
and Judge John H. Dillard established a law school in Greens- 
boro which has prepared a number of successful lawyers. 
Judge Dick was a well-read man, a florid and eloquent writer 
with a great fondness for literature and history. He was for 
more than thirty years a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian 
Church. He died September 13, 1898. 
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Dickson, James.* 

James Dickson, of Duplin, was born in Duplin county near 
Mag-nolia, June 7th, 1802. His father was James Dickson and 
his mother was Susana Powell, of Craven county, but married 
James Carr, and was a widow when married to James Dickson. 
He was of Scotch-Irish extraction. He was a farmer; was, for 
for twelve years, Clerk of the Court of Duplin county; and 
was State Senator in 1860-'62. He was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church and an original secessionist. The date 
of his death was February 16, 1882. 

DlLI^ARD, RlCHARD.f 

Dr. R.Dillard, of Chowan, was born in Sussex county, Virgin- 
ia, December 1, 1822. His father. Major James Dillard, was 
a native and resident of that county. He was of Scotch-Irish 
lineage, possessing many of the characteristics of the race. He 
was graduated in the collegiate course at the University of 
Virginia and in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. 
Locating in Chowan county, N. C, he soon built up a consid- 
erable practice. In 1856 his fellow citizens elected him to 
the State Senate and re-elected him at the subsequent election. 
After mature deliberation and study Dr. Dillard decided that 
the doctrine of States' Rights was both just and constitu- 
tional. He was therefore a typical Southern secessionist. 
Dr. Dillard was blessed with more than a competence of this 
world's wealth and gave one of his large farms to the sup- 
port of the Confederate soldiers. Governor Clark appointed 
him one of his Aides-de-Camp ^ith the rank of Colonel, his duty 
being to superintend the defence of the Albemarle section. 
He was afterwards Acttng Brigade Surgeon to General Roger 
A. Pryor, and was in active service in the njemorable ** Seven 
Days' Fight" around Richmond. When peace was restored 
he returned home only to find it made uninhabitable by shot 
and shell and his fortune gone, but he went to work and was 

*Hon. Thos. S. Kenan, Raleigh. 

^2forth Carolina Medical Journal, i888; (Son) Dr. Richard Dillard, 
Bdenton. 
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soon in as comfortable circumstances as ever. Governor Scales 
appointed him a director of the Western Insane Asylum in 
1884 and later of the Asylum at Raleigh, which position he 
held at the time of his death, in 1887. 

DoNNELL, Richard Spaight.* 

R. S. Donnell, of Beaufort, only son of Judge John R. Don- 
nell and Margaret, daughter of Governor Richard Dobbs 
Spaight, was bom in Craven county on September 20, 1820. 
He was of Scotch-Irish descent. He received part of his educa- 
tion at Yale College, but afterwards entered the University of 
North Carolina and was graduated in 1839, He studied law 
and soon rose to considerable eminence in his profession. He 
was a member of Congress from 1847-'49 ; member of the up- 
per house of the General Assembly in 1858, and of the House 
of Commons in 1860, '62 and '64, being Speaker of this body, 
during his last session. He was also a delegate to the Con- 
vention of 1865. In 1863 he wrote a letter on the ** History 
of Secession " which gave him some reputation as a states- 
man. He never married and died on June 3, 1867. 

The Donnells were from Ireland, coming from near Lon- 
donderry. The Spaights were also an Irish family. Richard 
S. Donnell was a strong Whig in which he differed from his 
father who was a staunch Democrat. His influence was al- 
ways used in favor of Union and a peaceful settlement of sec- 
tional and other questions at issue, f 

DouTHiTT, Benton Clkmmons.J 

B. C. Douthitt of Davidson born, two miles from Clemmons- 
ville on March 24, 1811, was the son of Joseph and Lina 
(Clemmons) Douthitt. His paternal ancestors were Irish and 
maternal English. He was left an orphan at an early age. 
A few years before attaining his majority he received some 
capital with which he entered the mercantile business. He 

♦Col. John D. Whitford, New Berne, U, N, C. 1789-1889, 
fBiographical Record of Class of 1838 (Yale College) of which Class, 
Mr. Donnell was the youngest member, 
t J. W. McCrary, and others, Lrexington. 
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was a member of the House of Commons in 1844 and of the 
State Senate in 1858. Mr. Douthitt was elected'to the Con- 
vention as a unionist, but became a secessionist when Lincoln 
made his demand on the South for troops. His property was 
involved in the ruin attendant upon the war. Hoping- to 
mend his broken fortunes he emigrated to Missouri and died 
at Kingsville in that state, February 9, 1873. 

Durham, Mica j ah,* 

Micajah Durham of Rutherford was born in Cleveland 
county near Shelby on November 11, 1804. His father, Chas. 
Durham, was a native of Durham, England, and his mother. 
Patience Davis of Cleveland, was a first cousin of President 
Jefferson Davis. He was a merchant and farmer. He was a 
life-long-, hot-headed democrat and a strong- Baptist — a lead- 
er of the denomination in his day. He was an ardent seces- 
sionist, canvassing his county in its favor. He was killed in 
the battle of the Wilderness on May 5, 1864. 

Edwards, Weldon NATHANiBL.t 

The President of the Convention was W. N. Edwards of 
Warren, who was a native of Northampton county, born 
about two miles from Gaston in 1788. After obtaining his 
license to practise law he settled in Warren county. He first 
appeared in public life as the successor of Governor Miller in 
the House of Commons in 1814. He was elected to the same 
office the next year. Hon. Nathaniel Macon resigning as a 
member of the Fifteenth Congress, Mr. Edwards succeeded 
and served until the Eighteenth Congress, after which he de- 
clined to become a candidate again. He was elected to the 
State Senate in 1835 and held this position for eleven succes- 
sive years ; and again in 1850 and '52 when he was chosen 
its Speaker. He was a member of the Convention of 1835, 
having Nathaniel Macon as his colleague. His service in 
the Convention of '61 marked the close of his political career, 

*Miss Kate Durham, Asheville. 
tWheeler's Reminiscences; Moore's History. 
3 
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Mr. Edwards was a strong- secessionist and believed fully in 
the ultimate triumph of the Confederacy. The result of the 
war and its attendant misfortunes preyed heavily on his mind 
and seemed to have caused him to lose interest in life, which 
facts no doubt hastened his death which occurred December 
18, 1873. 

Ellkr, Petkr.* 

Peter Eller, of Wilkes, son of John and Susannah (Kearns) 
EUer, was born on New River, Wilkes county, March 17, 
1805. Both of his parents were of German extraction and 
were among- the earliest settlers in their section. His occu- 
pation was farming-. He married the daughter of Colonel 
Robert, brother of Colonel *'Ben Cleveland." Mr. Eller 
was a Baptist and for many years, clerk of the Briar Creek 
Association. He was Colonel of the Militia in 18S0-'52, and 
a member of the House of Commons, 1856-'58. Colonel EUer 
opposed secession until he thought opposition useless. He 
died November 7, 1872. 

Ellison, William John.! 

W. J. Ellison, of Beaufort, was a native of that county, 
born in 1813. His parents were William Brown and Louis 
(Barrow) Ellison. His ancestors on both sides were English; 
His parental grandfather came from the Isle of Man and was 
High Sheriff of Beaufort county under George III, and also 
the first Sheriff after the Declaration of Independence. Mr. 
Ellison was a Whig before the war. He was a supporter of 
Bell and Everett, but afterwards a secessionist. He died 
March 6, 1862, and Richard S. Donnell was elected to fill the 
vacancy made by his death. 

Ferebek, Dennis Dauge.J 

Dennis Dauge, (generally erroneously spelled, as it is com- 

*C. J. Cowles, Wilkesboro, A. H. Eller, Winston, 
f Miss Annie Ellison, Payetteville. 
ic. M. Ferebee, Camden C. H. 
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monly pronounced, Dozier), Ferebee, of Camden, was born on 
the family estate near Indian Town in Currituck county, No- 
vember 9, 1815. He was the youngest child of Samuel and 
^^8"§ry (Daug-e) Ferebee. Samuel Ferebee was a member of * 
the body which ratified the United States Constitution in Fay- 
etteville in 1789. The Ferebees were a prominent family in 
Eastern North Carolina and were* commonly supposed to^ be 
descended from the Huguenots, but are more probably of Eng- 
lish origin, Ferebee being a corruption of de Fereby and Fer- 
eby, 'both common in old English chronicles. The Dauges 
were prominent Revolutionary patriots. He received his ed- 
ucation at Bingham School and at the State University at 
Chapel Hill, where he was graduated in 1839. He read law 
under Judge Gaston ; settled at Indian Town, but later re- 
moved] to South Mills, Camden county. He represented 
Camden county in the House of Commons in 1846, '48, '56, '58 
and 1860, and in the Conventions of 1861 and 1865. He was 
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment North Carolina Cavalry. 
President Edwards appointed him to visit Richmond in order 
to confer with the Confederate goverment in regard to the 
payment of taxes by the State. The University conferred 
upon him the degree of A.M. in 1847. In addition to his law 
practice. Colonel Ferebee was a wealthy and a successful plant- 
er. He was opposed to secession. In religion he was an 
Episcopalian. He died April 29, 1894. 

FosTKR, Alfred Gaithkr.* 

The junior representative from Randolph was the son of 
Robert and Sarah (Gaither) Foster, born in Iredell county on 
January 5, 1825. He was of Scotch-Irish ancestry. His pa- 
rents removed to Lexington when he was a small boy. He was 
graduated from the University of North Carolina at the age 
of eighteen, then read law under Chief Justice Pearson ; prac- 
ticed for a while at Lexington, but ceased after a few years 
and removed to Randolph county to take charge of a large f^rm 
belonging to his father. He represented Randolph in the 
House of Commons in 1856. His death took place in 1865, 
*Mrs. J. M. Gwyn, Spring Dale. 
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Foster, Joel Edmund.* 

The delegate from AUeg-hany and Ashe counties was born 
in Wilkes county on February 20, 1829. His parents were 
John and Annie (Vannoy) Foster both of whom were of Eng-- 
lish descent. He was a member of the Legislature in 1879 
and of the extra session in 1880. He favored the withdrawal 
of North Carolina from the^Union after the Gulf States had 
seceded. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church. When 
quite a young man, Mr. Foster embarked in the mercantile 
business at Jefferson and is still engaged in it. 

FOY, WILI.IAM. 

William Foy, of Jones, son of Thomas and Susannah 
(O'Connor) Foy, was born at the residence of his maternal 
grandfather in Trenton, Jones county, on August 17, 1822. 
William Foy's maternal grandfather, John Foy, emigrated 
from France during the latter part of the sixteenth century ; 
lived, died and was buried six miles from New Berne on the 
Trent road. William Foy was a student at Wake Forest Col- 
lege, but was not graduated there. He was an extensive 
farmer. He represented his native county in the House of 
Commons in 1846. He was also a magistrate for many years. 
He was an earnest Whig and a strong supporter of Henry 
Clay and was a delegate to the convention which nominated 
him for the Presidency. He died in June 1895. 

FU1.1.KR, John Powkli..! 

John Powell Fuller, of Robeson, was born in Lumberton in 
1834. He was of English extraction. He was graduated 
from Randolph-Macon College in 1856 ; received his license to 
practice law two years later and the same year married a Miss 
Smith, the daughter of the President of Randolph-Macon. 
During a part of the war he was connected with the Treasury 
Department of the Confederate States. After the war he re- 

*Self, Jefferson, N. C. 

tK. ly. McCormick, Maxton, N. C. 
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sumed the practice of law in Lumberton. In 1866 he removed 
to St. Louis, Missouri. He died in New Orleans on February 
10, 1868, the tenth anniversary of his marriage. 

Gkk, Chari^ks James.* 

Dr. Gee, of Halifax, son of Sterling- H. and Mary (Williams) 
Gee, was born on November 4, 1831, in that county. His pater- 
nal ancestors were Scotch, coming* originally from the Midland 
counties of England, and his maternal, Welsh-Scotch. He stud- 
ied medicine at the University of Virginia for nine months ; 
then entered Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia, re- 
ceiving his degree in 1852 and settled in Weldon to practice 
his profession. Dr. Gee was elected to the Convention as an 
original Calhoun Democrat. Dr. L. W. Batchelor contested 
his seat and, being satisfied as to the validity of his oppo- 
nent's claims, he resigned after voting for secession. Dr. Gee 
served as Surgeon of the First Regiment North Carolina 
troops under Colonel M. S, Stokes, but resigned in 1862 to ac- 
cept an appointment on the staff of General Ramseur, which . 
he held until Appomattox. He was also a planter and wa§ the 
originator and first President of the Roanoke and Tar River 
Agricultural Society. He was physician for the State Farms 
in Halifax and Northampton counties for many years. He 
died March 25, 1892, as he had lived, a consistent member of 
the Episcopal Church. 

G11.MKR, John Adams, f 

J. A. Gilmer, of Guilford, born in that county November, 
1805, was the oldest of twelve children born to Captain Rob- 
ert and Anne (Forbis) Gilmer. His ancestors were Scotch- 
Irish. After attending Rev. Dr. E. W. Caruther's school, he 
taught, for three years, in the Mt. Vernon Grammar School 
in Laurens county, S. C. In December, 1829, he returned 
home and read law under Judge Murphey, and in 1833 receiv- 
ed his license. In 1846 he was elected to the General Assem- 

*Miss Pattie W. Gee, New York City. 

f Moore's History; Wheeler's Reminiscences. 
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bly as Senator from Guilford and continued to hold this posi- 
tion until 1854. In 18S4 his party, the Whig, nominated him 
for Governor, but he was defeated by Brag^g". He was elected 
to the Thirty-fifth Congress in 1857 and was re-elected to the 
Thirty-sixth. He was offered a seat in Lincoln's cabinet as 
Secretary of the Treasury, but declined. He was opposed to 
secession, but went with his State when it was decided upon. 
He die^ May 14, 1868. 

GoRREi^L, Ralph.* 

Another delegate from Guilford was Ralph Gorrell, born 
May 12, 1803, who was a native of that county- He was of 
Scotch-Irish descent, his paternal grandfather emigrating 
from Ireland to America. His parents were David and Eu- 
phemia(Stewart)Gorrell. He was graduated from the Universi- 
ty of North Carolina in the class of 1825. He was a member of 
the House of Commons in 1834, 1835 and 1854 and of theState 
Senate in 1856 and 1858. Mr. Gorrell was, at first, opposed 
to secession, but afterwards changed his views. He was a 
lawyer by profession and a member of the Presbyterian 
Church in which he was a Ruling Elder for many years. 
He died August 4, 1875, 

Graham, William Alexander. t 

The unsuccessful nominee for the Presidency of the Conven- 
tion was William Alexander Graham, of Orange, a man of 
State and national reputation, who was strongly opposed to 
secession. His paternal ancestors were Scotch-Irish from 
County Down in Ireland. William A., son of General Joseph 
and Isabella (Davidson) Graham, was born at Vesuvius Fur- 
nace in Lincoln county, September 5, 1805. He was gradua- 
ted from the State University in 1824, sharing the highest 
honors with Matthias E. Manly. He read law under Judge 
Ruf&n and was admitted to the bar in 1826. He located at 
Hillsboro and soon made a reputation, especially as an equity 

* Miss Charlotte Gorrell, Greensboro. 

t J. W. Graham, Hillsboro, U. N, C, 1789-1889. 
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lawyer. He represented the borough of Hillsboro in the House 
of Commons in 1833 and from then until the abolition of the 
boroug-h system in 1835, after which he served two terms from 
the county in the same capacity. He was State Senator in 
1854 and again in 1862 ; United States Senator 1841-'44, and 
Governor of the State for two terms beginning with 1845. 
President Fillmore appointed him Secretary of the Navy which 
post he resigned upon being nominated for Vice-President on 
the Whig ticket with General Winfield Scott. In December, 
1863, Governor Graham was elected to the Confederate States 
Senate. Soon after the close of the war the legislature elect- 
ed him to the United States Senate, but he was pot allowed 
to take his seat. He was elected to the Legislature, but, be- 
ing disfranchised, he did not serve. He also held other 
offices as follows: Trustee of the University thirty-four 
years ; Commissioner to settle the boundary dispute between 
Virginia and Maryland ; Trustee of the Peabody Fund ; Pres- 
ident of the Centennial Celebration of the Mecklenburg Dec- 
laration of Independence at Charlotte in 1875. In 1849 the 
University conferred upon him the degree of LL.D. While at- 
tending a meeting of the Virginia-Maryland boundary com- 
mission at Saratoga Springs, New York, he was attacked by 
disease of the heart and expired August 11, 1875. 

Graves, John Azariah.* 

The delegate from Caswell, born four miles west of Yan- 
ceyville in 1822, was the son of Captain William and Annie 
(Lea) Graves. His progenitors were English. He read law 
under Calvin Graves and A. L. Yancey. He was a member 
of the upper house of the Legislature in 1854. He raised the 
first company of volunteers in his county and was elected its 
Captain. It was attached to the First Regiment North Caro- 
lina Volunteers, and was ordered into Northern Virginia. He 
therefore resigned from the Convention on May 23, 1861. 
Captain Graves was in active service at Bethel, Manassas and 
Chancellorsville together with all the battles around Rich- 

* Julius Johnston, Yancey ville. 
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mond. He was taken prisoner at Gettysburg- and carried to 
Johnson's Island where he died in February, 1864. 

Green, George.* 

The senior member from Craven was born in that county 
July 17, 1823, His parents, John and Charlotte (Harrison) 
Green, were of Eng-lish descent. He received his license to 
practice law in 1846, and soon afterward became attorney for 
Jones county and later for Craven. He represented his native 
county in the House of Commons in 1854, and was a member 
of the secession committee of that body. In 1867 the Legis- 
lature appointed him Judge of the Craven County Criminal 
Court, which office he held until the passage of the "Recon- 
struction Acts." In 1889 he was appointed Clerk of the Uni- 
ted States District Court for Eastern North Carolina. He was 
a Director and one of the organizers of the Atlantic and 
North Carolina Railroad Company, and for ten years its at- 
torney. He was also a Director and Attorney of a leading 
Bank at Newbern. Judge Green was a communicant of the 
Episcopal Church. His death occurred December 8, 1892. 

Greenlee, James Harvey,! 

James H. Greenlee, of McDowell, was born in the part of 
Burke which is now McDowell, in 1820. He is of English ex- 
traction. He has been twice married, first to his cousin. Hat- 
tie Greenlee, and later to Miss Morrison, a near relative of 
Mrs. Stonewall Jackson. He has never held any office except 
that of delegate to the Convention and Justice of the Peace. 
Mr. Greenlee was a red-hot secessionist. He is a large farmer 
and stock raiser. He is still living and is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

Grimes, Bryan.| 

The subject of this sketch was one of the delegates from Pitt, 
*(Son), George Green, Newbern. 
fM. A. Newland; Rev. J. M. Greenlee, Marion. 

JMemorial Address by H. A. London; W. Demsie Grimes, Washing- 
ton. 
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the young-est child of Bryan and Nancy (Grist) Grimes, born at 
Grimesland, Pitt county, (about eig-ht miles from Washington), 
on November 2, 1828. He received his preparation for college 
at Bingham School, entered the University of North Carolina 
and was g-raduated in 1848. He was elected to the Conven- 
tion without his knowledge and without any opposition while 
he was absent in the Gulf States. Resigning- his seat after 
the first session, he immediately went into active service be- 
coming Major of the Fourth North Carolina Regiment and in 
May, 1862, its Lieutenant-Colonel, and commanded the regi- 
ment at the battle of Williamsburg. On June 19, 1862, Colo- 
nel Anderson was promoted to Brig-adier-General and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Grimes was appointed to the command of the 
regiment. While the army was encamped in the marshes 
around Richmond, Colonel Grimes was stricken down with 
typhoid fever, which incapacitated him from service for some 
time. As soon as he had sufficiently regained his strength to 
enter active service agaip he was appointed Brigadier-General 
of Daniel's Brigade. In spite of his illness he was always at 
his post, and in recommending him for promotion General 
Anderson said: "Although small in numbers. Colonel 
Grimes and his regiment are the keystone of my Brigade." 
General Grimes took part in the battles of Williamsburg and 
Seven Pines, in all other battles previous to the crossing of 
the Potomac, in the battles of the Maryland campaign, and in 
the last charge at Appomattox. He was always in the thick- 
est of the fight and his escapes from death were often almost 
miraculous, no less than seven horses being killed under him 
during his service. After the war he lived quietly on his 
farm in Pitt county until assassin ited August 14, 1880, while 
returning home from Washington. 

Hamlin, Thomas Vestal.* 

Thomas V. Hamlin, of Surry, son of William Hamlin, was 
a native of the above county. He was a blacksmith and was 
considered the best in the county. He accumulated considera- 

* W. Lf. Reece, Dobson; J. C. Buxton, Winston. 
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ble property by working- at this trade. He was Clerk of the 
Surry County Superior Court from 1852 to 1860, and after the. 
war, was a Justice of the Peace for a number of years. He 
was a strong secessionist. His death took place in 1887. 

Hargrove, Tazewell Lee.* 

Tazewell Lee Hargrove, of Granville, son of Israel West 
and Nancy (Hargrove) Hargrove was born at Townsville, N. 
C, in 1830. He was of English ancestry. He was graduated 
from Randolph-Macon College in 1848, then studied law, and 
received license to practice in 1850. He was Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel of the Fourth North Carolina Regiment. He defended 
the South Anna bridge with sixty-two men against one thous- 
and and five-hundred, holding it for four hours, at the end of 
which time he was captured and taken to Johnson's Island, 
where he was confined until the close of the war. Mr. Har- 
grove was a Democrat before the war and a Republican after- 
wards. He was a member of the I^use of Representatives 
from Granville in 1870, and Attorney-General 1873-77. He 
was a member of the committees to select the site for and to 
build the Oxford Orphan Asylum. He died December 16, 
1889. 

Headen, James Hunter.! 

J. H. Headen, of Chatham, son of John and Margaret Head- 
en, was born in the above county in 1820. He entered the 
University of North Carolina in 1833 and received his degree 
four years later. He studied law under Chief Justice Rich- 
mond M. Pearson, practiced first at his old home near Hickory 
Mountain and then moved to Pittsboro. He was a member of 
the lower house of the General Assembly in 1854 and again 
in 1864, He was twice nominated for Congress, and once for 
the Supreme Bench, but was defeated. Before the war 
he was a Whig and opposed to secession, but submitted 
when he thought it inevitable. Mr. Headen was of Irish de- 

* J. Crawford Biggs, Durham. 
t A. G. Headen, Pittsboro. 
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scent and a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
He died January 25, 1894. 

Heakne, Eben.* 

The delegate from Stanly was born in the part of Mont- 
g-omery county which has since become Stanly, where the town 
of Albemarle is now situated on December 27, 1805. His pa- 
rents, Nehemiah and Nancy (Almond) Hearne, were of English 
extraction, and came to this State from Baltimore, Maryland. 
He was elected Sheriff of the county before he was twenty- 
one, and held the ofl&ce for nineteen years. He was also Clerk 
and Master in Equity for a number of years, Mr. Heakne was 
a merchant and farmer. He was an old line Whig but a 
strong secessionist after Lincoln's proclamation. His death 
occurred May 6, 1877. 

Hbnkel, Polycarp C. 

Rev. P. C. Henkel, of tatawba, was born in Lincoln county, 
on August 20, 1830. His father was the Rev, David Henkel 
of German extraction. He entered the gospel ministry of the 
evangelical Lutheran Church early in life. He did not be- 
come a secessionist until Lincoln's call for troops to subdue 
the South. He went to the Convention against his will ; soon 
resigned and came home. The College of Catawba conferred 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity upon him. Dr. Henkel died 
with his harness on, September 26, 1889, and his remains were 
laid to rest in God's Acre at St. Peter's Church, Catawba 
county, where he was pastor at the time-of hi^ death. 

Hicks, WiLUAM.f 

Rev. William Hicks, of Haywood, was a native of Sullivan 
county, Tennessee, whither his ancestors had removed prior 
to the present century from Maryland. The father of the 
subject of this sketch settled on Holston River, not far from 

* Samuel J. Pemberton, Albemarle. 

t Rev. Wm. W. Hicks, Pearrisburg, Va. 
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the present village of Bluff City where William was born on 
November 11, 1811. His mother's maiden name was Willard. 
He was brought up to toil, which developed a man of stal- 
wart proportions and strength. His education was acquired 
solely by his own efforts ; he was a life-long student and a 
man of unusual education. At the time of his election to the 
Convention he was Principal of Richland Institute in con- 
junction with Rev. J. R. Long. He firmly believed in the 
right of secession, claiming that the Union was a voluntary 
compact which could be dissolved at the pleasure of the 
States. 

Mr. Hicks' chief work was as a minister in Western North 
Carolina, Eastern Tennesee, South Western Virginia, and in 
a portion of West Virginia. As a Presiding Elder he travel- 
led almost every circuit of the Holston Conference. He was 
admitted to Holston Conference in 1833, and preached twenty- 
three years, serving twenty-two different charges. In addi- 
tion to his pastoral duties, he at various times edited news- 
papers, and, while he was Presiding Elder of the Asheville 
District, established and, edited a weekly newspaper called 
The Herald of Truth, published at Hendersonville. He died 
near Bluff City, Tennessee, in 1882. 

HiLi,, John.* 

John Hill, of Stokes, was the son of Robert and Martha 
(Halbert) Hill, born in this county April 9, 1791. Both of 
his parents were of English ancestry. He attended the Uni- 
versity of his native State in 1816. He was the acknowledged 
leader of the Democratic party in his section. He was a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons from 1819-'22 ; of the State Sen- 
ate in 1823, '25, 26, '30 and '31, and a member of Congress 
from 1839-'41. He was violently opposed to secession, look- 
ing upon it as the greatest calamity which could befall the 
South. He often said that he would rather die than think of 
secession and separation, and if North Carolina should leave 
the Union he did not care to live another day. He voted for the 

* Catalogue, U. N. C. 
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Ordinance of Secession on May 20 and died May 25, 1861, in 
Raleig-h of apoplexy. 

H01.DKN, WiLWAM Woods.* 

The colleague of Messrs. Battle and Badger, of Wake, was 
William Woods Holden, a native of Orange county, born on 
November 24, 1818. His education was obtained at the "old 
field schools," At sixteen years of age he entered the em- 
ployment of Dennis Heart's printing establishment at Hills- 
boro and after two years' stay moved to Raleigh. He read law 
and received admission to the bar in 1841. In 1843 he pur- 
chased The Raleigh Standard^ which he conducted for twen- 
ty-five years. In 1846 he was elected to the House of Com- 
mons, and, during the administrations of Governors Bragg 
and Ellis, was a member of the Literary Board. He also 
served at different times as trustee of various institutions. 
On May 29, 1865, President Johnson appointed him Provis- 
ional Governor of North Carolina, and on November 7, 1865, 
Mr. Holden and Jonathan Worth were candidates for the 
Governorship and the latter was elected. In April, 1868, he 
was elected Governor, defeating Thomas S. Ashe by a major- 
ity of eighteen thousand six hundred and forty-one votes. 
On December 20, 1870, the House of Representatives present- 
ed to the Senate eight articles of impeachment against Gov- 
ernor Holden "for high crimes and misdemeanors." On De- 
cember 23, 1870, Chief Justice Pearson assumed the Presi- 
dent's chair in the Senate, and that body as a high court of 
impeachment began the trial. The counsel moved for a post- 
ponement which was granted until January 23, 1871. The 
attorneys for the prosecution were Messrs. William A. Gra- 
ham, Thomas Bragg and A, S. Merrimon. The opposing 
counsel were Messrs. R. C. Badger, J. M. McCorkle, W. N. 
H. Smith, Nathaniel Boy den and Edward Conigland. On 
March 22, 1871, the Senate by the vote of two-thirds of its 
members pronounced him guilty of six out of eight of the 
charges brought against him. After his conviction he remov- 

*Dr. K. p. Battle; Wheeler's Beminiscenses; Moore's History of 
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ed to Washington, where he edited The National Republican 
for a time, but returned to Raleigh to become postmaster dur- 
ing- the administration of Grant. He died in Raleigh on 
March 1, 1892. 

HoLMKs, John Lyon.* 

J. L. Holmes, of New Hanover, was born in Wilmington, 
November 4, 1826. His great-grandfather was Governor Ga- 
briel Holmes and his father, Gabriel Holmes, a wealthy rice 
planter. His mother was Elizabeth Marson. He was grad- 
uated from the University in 1846. He read law under James 
C. Dobbin, of Fayetteville, and located in his native town. 
He was elected County Solicitor and declined re-election. He 
was elected to the Convention vice R. H. Cowan resigned. 
He was an original secessionist and was considered an excel- 
lent criminal lawyer. His health becoming poor, he decided 
upon the advice of his physician to remove to Jacksonville, 
Fla., where he began to build up a large practice. During 
the summer he went to Saluda Gap for his health and while out 
driving there, his horse became frightened and ran away. He 
jumped from the vehicle and was instantly killed, September 
20, 1886. Mr. Holmes was Episcopalian in religion. 

Houston, Hugh McCoMBs.t 

H. M. Houston, of Union, son of John and Elizabeth (Potts) 
Houston, was bom in Mecklenburg, (now Union county), 
April 13, 1817. At twenty he was a clerk in the store of 
H. and K. Stewart at a place known as Coburn's Store, then 
on the great throroughf are between Charlotte and Cheraw, S. 
C. After two years his employers sent him to manage a store 
at Davis' Mine as a partner with themselves. In 1846 he re- 
moved to Monroe. He has held the following public offices : 
Clerk of the Superior Court of Union county soon after its 
formation ; County Treasurer a number of years, and a Di- 
rector of the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherfordton Rail- 

* Hon. O. P. Meares, Wilmington. 
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road Company. He was President of the Peoples' Bank of 
Monroe from 1873 to 1899 and until 1899 was a Director of the 
Charlotte National Bank* for a number of years. Mr. Hous- 
ton was a strong Whig" previous to the war and was also a 
strong Unionist. He is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church South. He is now living in Monroe and has been 
retired from active business for a number of years. 

Houston, William JAMKS.f 

W. J. Houston, of Duplin, was born in that county in 
1828. IJis parents were Samuel and Elizabeth Houston, both 
of whom were of English descent. He attended Wake 
Forest College for a short time ; then went to Columbian Uni- 
versity, Washington, D. C, where he was graduated. He 
was a lawyer by profession ; a member of the State Senate in 
1854-'56 and '58 and a strong secessionist. He resigned from 
the Convention to go with the company, of which he was 
captain, in the First Regiment North Carolina Cavalry to 
Northern Virginia where he was killed in a skirmish in Lou- 
don county, January 21, 1865. 

Howard, George. J 

On September 22, 1829, at Tarboro, George Howard, of 
Edgecombe, was born. His father, of the same name, was 
a native of Baltimore, Maryland, and his mother of Caroline 
county, Virginia. He read law under Judge William H. Bat- 
tle and Hon. Samuel F. Phillips and received his Superior 
Court license in 1852. The same year he edited the Tarboro 
Southerner and was Solicitor from Greene county. He served 
as Reading Clerk of the House of Commons 1854-'59 and 
in 1855 he was the first County Solicitor for Wilson county. 
He was appointed Judge of the Superior Court in 1859 and the 
Legislature of 1860 elected him to this office for life. Judge 
Howard was a member of the Convention of 1865 and of the 

* Monroe Enquirer^ 1899. 

fCol. Thos. S. Kenan, Raleigh, N. C. 
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first Legislature after the war. He is a lawyer, and a suc- 
cessful business man and is still living" in Tarboro. He is a 
communicant of the Presbyterian Church. 

Johnston, Wili^iam.* 

The subject of this sketch was William Johnston, of Meck- 
lenburg, a native of Lincoln, in the part which is now Gaston, 
born in 1817. His paternal ancestors had settled on the banks 
of the Catawba about fifteen miles from Charlotte many 
years before the Revolutionary War and there had followed 
the vocation of farming. His father was Robert Johnston, 
Sr., of Scottish descent and his mother, Mary Reid, daughter 
of Captain John Reid, who was likewise of Scottish extrac- 
tion. He was graduated from the University of his native 
State in 1840 and immediately thereafter studied law under 
Judge Pearson and settled at Charlotte, where he soon at- 
tained success in his profession. He was elected President of 
the Charlotte and Statesville Plank Road and built twenty 
five miles of it to Mount Mourne, Iredell county, not expend- 
ing a dollar unnecessarily in its construction. In 1856, he 
assumed the Presidency of the Charlotte and South Carolina 
Rail Road Company, which was then in a very poor condition 
both as to finances and equipment, and in a short time he 
placed both on a sound basis. The construction of the Char- 
lotte, Columbia and Augusta Rail Road was due in a very 
large measure to his efforts, and it is doubtful whether any 
other road has ever been constructed so cheaply and under 
such adverse circumstances. In 1859, he began the Atlantic, 
Tennessee and Ohio Rail Road, which was completed to 
Statesville after the war. In 1866, he rebuilt sixty miles of 
the Charlotte and South Carolina Railway which Sherman's 
army had destroyed. When this was accomplished, he had 
built and rebuilt more miles of railway than any other man 
in the South without State aid. He resigned his seat in the 
Convention to accept the position of Commissary General of 
the State, which had been tendered to him by Governor Ellis. 
*Dowd's Prominent Living North Carolinians, 
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He was a Whig- and a Union man, but finally favored seces- 
sion, believing- that it could be peacefully obtained. In 1862, 
Col. Johnston was nominated for Governor of the State, but 
was defeated by Hon. Z. B. Vance. He served, for a number 
of years, as Mayor of Charlotte, during which time he did 
much for the improvement of the. city. He was, for many 
yeys, a Trustee of the University. He died on May 20, 1896.* 
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Jones, Edmund >. 

E. W. Jones, of Caldwell, was born c tiyra, the family 

homestead in Wilkes county, (now Calu ), September 1 
1811. His father. General Edmund Jones, was of Welsh an- 
cestry, and represented his county in the legislature eighteen 
years. His mother, Anne, daughter of William Lenoir, was 
descended from the Huguenots. His paternal ancestors first 
settled in Maryland on land granted them by Charles II. near 
Annapolis, Maryland. Thence in 1771 Edmund Jones came 
to North Carolina, and settled in the ''Happy Valley" of the 
Yadkin in Wilkes county. His son received his education at 
Bingham School and at the University of North Carolina 
where he was graduated in 1833. Mr. Jones was a Whig 

*Memorial HaU Inscriptions, U. N. C. 
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and thoug-ht that secession should be tried only as a last re- 
sort. In religion he was an Episcopalian. He was a member 
of the State Senate in 1842 ; of the Council of State in 1866 
and of the State Senate in 1868, but did not go to take his 
seat. He was also delegate to the State Centennial Conven- 
tion. He died August 6, 1876. 

Jones, Hamii^ton CnAMSERiyAiN.* 

H, C. Jones, of Rowan, was born in Greenville county in the 
State of Virginia on August 23, 1798. His fathet, William 
Jones, removed to Stokes county in North Carolina during 
the infancy of his son, and died in 1800. His widow after- 
wards married Colonel James Martin, who had distinguished 
himself in the Revolutionary War, and was a man of promi- 
nence in his section. The subject of our sketch graduated at 
the University of North Carolina in 1818, in the class of 
President Polk. After his graduation he was Tutor of math- 
ematics for a year and then went to New Berne where he 
taught school, and also read law under Judge Gaston, After 
being licensed to practice he removed to Salisbury where he 
founded the Carolina Watchman in 1828 which was Anti- 
Jackson and Whig in politics and enjoyed an extensive circu- 
lation. He entered public life as a member of the House of 
Commons in 1827 and was returned in 1828, 1838, and in 1840, 
during which year he was elected State Solicitor for his 
judicial district and was re-elected in 1844. In 1840, he sold 
the Watchman to Bruner and Pendleton. After the death of 
Perrin Busbee, he was, for a number of years. Reporter of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court. He was the reputed author 
of ''Cousin Sally Dillard" and other stories, which, in his 
younger days, he often recited with inimitable humor at 
social gatherings. He died in Morganton at the residence 
of his son-in-law. Dr. Samuel Tate, on September 10, 1868. 

Jones, John BoNNKv.f 
J. B. Jones, of Currituck, succeeded Henry M. Shaw resign- 

* North Carolina University Magazine, Vol. xiii., April 1893, 
tKzekiel Gilman, Coinjock; P. M. Morg-an, Shawboro; H. B. Ansell, 
Knott's Island. 
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ed. H e was a native of Currituck, born on Knott's Island, 
July 25, 1796. His parents were Malachi and Lydia (White) 
Jones. His extraction was Welsh. He was a farmer and a 
politician. He was a member of the House of Commons in 
1831, '32, '33, '34, '40, '46, and of the State Senate in 1854 
and '56. He was a Justice of the Peace and for many years 
Chairman of the County Court. He was a Custom House 
officer for a number of years and a Colonel of the State Mili- 
tia. He was a member of the Methodist Church and an out 
and out secessionist. He died August 25, 1865. 

Joyce, Ai^exander Hamilton.* 

A. H. Joyce, of Stokes, was the successor of John Hill, who 
died during the first session of the Convention, He was born 
in Stokes county on February 23, 1827. His parents were 
Thomas and Esther Joyce, both of Irish extraction. He was 
educated at Union Institute in Randolph county, and at Jack- 
sonville Academy in Floyd county, Virginia. JSe is a lawyer 
by profession. He was Solicitor for Stokes county for eight 
years beginning with 1852. He took his seat in the Conveur 
tion on June 11, 1861., He was also a delegate to the Conven- 
tion of 1865. He was an elector on the Blaine ticket in the Fifth 
Congressional District in 1884 and in the same district in 1896 
on the McKinley and Hobart ticket. He never endorsed the 
policy of secession as advocated by the red-hot secessionists, 
but believed that any state had a legal right to secede. He 
is a member of the Presbyterian Church and lives at Danbury. 

Kelly, NEiLL.t 

Neill Kelly succeeded Thomas D. McDowell resigned. He 
was the son of James and Mary (Currie) Kelly. He was 
sprung from good Scotch ancestry. He was a teacher in 
early life and afterwards a farmer. Mr. Kelly was a Jus- 
tice of the Peace a greater part of his life; Chairman of the 
County Court for a number of years ; Colonel of the Bladen 

♦Self, Danbury. 

fJ. D. Clarke, Clarkton. 
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County militia, and for a number of years previous to his 
death an Elder in Brown Marsh Presbyterian Church. He 
was opposed to secession until Lincoln's call for troops. He 
fell a victim to consumption, in 1864. 

KiTTRELL, Benjamin Anderson.* 

B. A. Kittrell, of Davidson, son of Benjamin and Eliza 
Kittrell, was born in Granville county, June 17, 1831. He at- 
tended the University of North Carolina during- the sessions of 
1848-'50 ; then read law under Chief Justice Pearson and in 
18S3 located in Lexington. In politics he was a Whig. Mr. 
Kittrell was elected to the Convention as an opponent of 
secession, though he believed in the rig-ht of revolution. He 
died June 6, 1865. 

Lander, Wii,i,iAM.t 

William Lander, of Lincoln, was a native of Tiparo, Ire- 
land, born May 9, 1817. His parents, Samuel and Eliza Ann 
(Miller) Lander emigrated to America when their son was 
about eight years old. He received his education at the 
Cokesberry (S. C.) Methodist School. He read law ; settled 
in Lincolnton and soon built up a large practice. He was a 
member of the House of Commons in 1852 ; Solicitor of his 
circuit from 1852-'64. At the end of the first session of the 
Convention he resig-ned his seat to g-o to the Confederate Con- 
gress. Mr. Lander was a pronounced secessionist and an 
ardent Democrat. At the close of the war he resumed his 
practice in Lincolnton where he died January 6, 1868. 

Leak, James Augustus. J 

J. A. Leak, of Anson, son of William and Ann (Wall) Leak, 
was born in Richmond county on Aug-ust 12, 1822. He was 
of English extraction. He was graduated from the State 
University in 1843. Mr. Leak was a farmer ; President of 

*F. M. Robbins, lycxington; Mrs. Letty K. I^assiter, Henderson. 
tRev. Samuel I^ander^ Williamston, S. C. 
ifj. A. Leak, Wadesboroug^h. 
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the Bank of Wadesborough, and later of the New Hanover 
Branch Bank at Wadesborough at the time of his death, 
March 26, 1892. He represented Anson in the House of Rep- 
resentatives in 1858 and in the Senate in 1885. He was a 
member of Governor Jarvis' staff. He was not able to be 
present the day the Ordinance of Secession passed, but when 
he appeared, he asked to be recorded as voting for it. Mr. 
Leak was a Whig. 

Leak, Walter Francis.* 

The delegate from Richmond was closely related to J. A. 
Leak of Anson. He was born March 26, 1799, in Richmond 
county. His great-grandfather and great-grandmother on 
the paternal side came from England on the **May Flower," 
and were afterwards married. His parents were Watley and 
Judith (Mask) Leak. He was a student of the University 
of North Carolina 1815-18. He was a large farmer and a 
lawyer of some prominence. In politics he was a Democrat, 
and in religion a Methodist. Mr. Leak held the following 
public offices : Member of the House of Commons 1821 and 
'31 ; State Senator in 1832 ; delegate to the Convention of 
1835 ; Presidential Elector in 1852 and Trustee of the Univer- 
sity twenty years. He was a strong secessionist. He was a 
member of the National Democratic Convention at Charleston 
in 1860. He died April 28, 1879. 

Lindsay, Daniki. McDoNAi^D.t 

Upon the resignation of John B. Jones, of Currituck, Daniel 
McDonald Lindsay was elected to fill the vacancy. He was 
the son of Jonathan and ,Jane B. (McDonald) Lindsay, born 
April 27, 1836 in Curritutk county.^ - IJe^aiteji^ed Bingham 
School at Oaks, Orange county, fiefore the war he was a 
politician and a man* cf_somc ^eans. He was. State Senator 
in 1862 and '64. He fought in the war, t>^Ang Captain of Com- 
pany L, Seventeenth North Carolina Regiment. Just after 

*W. F. L. Steele, Rockingham. 
fSelf, Washington, D. C. 
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the war he was County Surveyor. In 1876 he was a candi- 
date for Congress, but was defeated by J. J.. Yates. Mr. 
Lindsay is now living in Washington, D. C, and is editor 
and proprietor of ** The Fourth Class Post Master," a journal 
devoted to the interests of the post masters, indicated by the 
name. 

Long, William John.* 

The third son of John and Sabra (Ramsay) Long was Wil- 
liam John Long, of Randolph, born in the extreme south east- 
ern corner of this county in the '* Long's Mill Neigborhood," 
July 1, 1815. His father's ancestors came from Queen county, 
Pennsylvania to Loudon county, Virginia; thence to North 
Carolina. He was an alumnus of the University of North 
Carolina, being graduated in 1838. t He was licensed to prac- 
tice law in 1841 and soon commanded a large practice in Ran- 
dolph and adjoining counties. Mr. Long was a Henry Clay 
Whig ; a supporter of Bell and Everett, and an advocate of the 
preservation of the Union, but when ''the die was cast," he 
went with his people. He was a member of the House of 
Commons in 1852. In 1882 he removed to Minneapolis, Minn- 
esota, where he died October 29, of the same year. 

Lyon, Thomas Beverly, f 

T. B. Lyon, the successor of A. W. Venable, who resigned 
when elected to the Confederate Congress, was born in the 
county which he represented in the Convention, Granville, 
November 24, 1821. His father, Elkanah Lyon, was of 
French origin and his mother, nee Celia Fleming, was of Eng- 
lish origin. |I^5\:gL§ g., fai:in£Xc and leaf tobacco dealer until 
1872 when heVo^e4 to'.Ett^rb^ni and ^ became a tobacco manu- 
facturer. In 1844* Ke' was* an elector on the James K. Polk 
ticket. In 1856*.hfe*^*Ca6,tJQminated for a %eUt in the legislature 
and elected, and •rts-efected Itf ISSS. Mr. Lyon has been re- 

*Miss Jane F. Long, Minneapolis, Minn. 
\U. N. C, 1789-1889, 
J Self, Durham. 
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tired from business for several years and is now living in 
Durham. In regard to his opinion about secession, Mr. Lyon 
said : "The right of secession under the constitution the most 
learned in the law could not and would not deny. In the fed- 
eration of States each reserved distinct rights that the gen- 
eral government could not override. In this terrible ordeal I 
stood with my people and favored secession. I believed then 
and believe now that it was right." He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

McDowKLi., Joseph Ai.bkrta.* 

Dr. J. A. McDowell, of Madison, the son of James Moffit 
and Margaret (Erwin) McDowell, of Pleasant Garden in that 
part of Burke which is now McDowell county, and the grand- 
son of Major Joseph McDowell, who was wounded at King's 
Mountain, was born November 20, 1821. He read medicine 
under Doctor Hardy in 1842 and- afterwards was graduated 
with honor from the Medical College at Charleston, South 
Carolina. His ancestors were Presbyterians and came into 
Northern Ireland during the protectorate of Cromwell. He 
was a physician of some eminence in his section and Colonel 
of the Sixtieth Regiment North Carolina Troops in the Con- 
federate Army. He was a Whig in politics, and originally 
opposed to secession. He died in Asheville on March 10, 1875. 

McDowEi^L, John Calhoun. f 

The brother of the above was John Calhoun McDowell, of 
Burke, named for '* Hunting John" McDowell of Revolution- 
ary fame and John C. Calhoun. He was graduated from the 
Medical College of South Carolina at Charleston in 1847 and 
located in Morganton. He disliked public office and ran for 
the Convention against his will, defeating Colonel B. S. 
Gaither. He had an exceptionally large family connection 
all of whom were Whigs while he was a staunch Democrat. 

*Hon. J. W. Wilson, Morg-anton; J. A. Gamewell, Spartanburg-, S. C. 
fHon. J. W. Wilson, Morg-anton. 
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He was opposed to secession. He was born July 7, 1825 and 
died August 2, 1876. 

McDowell, Thomas David Smith.* 
T. D. S. McDowell, of Bladen, son of Dr. Alexander Mc- 
Dowell, was born in Bladen, January 4, 1823, and was of 
Scotch extraction. He was educated at Donaldson Academy 
and at the University of North Carolina where he was gradu- 
ated in 1843. He was a member of the House of Commons 
from 1846-'50 ; State Senator 1854-'58 ; and a member of the 
Confederate Congress. He received on the second ballot for 
the latter place fifty-three votes to forty-nine for W. F. Leak 
and one for Walter L. Steele. He resigned his seat in the 
Convention on June 22, 1861. Mr. McDowell was a planter. 
He died May 1, 1898. Wheeler says the he was one of the 
purest men in public and private life that he ever knew. He 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church. 

McDuFFiE, Malcom James, t 

M. J. McDuffie, of Cumberland, who succeeded Warren Wins- 
low resigned, was ''the artificer of his own fortune." He 
was born a few miles north of Fayetteville, and at an early 
age was apprenticed to A. A. McKeithan, a well-known car- 
riage and harness maker, of Fayetteville, to learn the harness 
trade. He showed such a decided fondness for books that 
Mr. McKeithan released him from his indenture, and advised 
and aided him to secure an education. He entered the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina and was graduated in 1851 deliver- 
ing his graduating oration on "Flora McDonald. "J After 
being graduated, he studied law under Judge Jesse G. Shep- 
herd and in 1854 represented his county in the legislature. 
He was a Democrat and a secessionist. He left Fayetievile 
after the war, migrating to Texas, where he died in 1876. 

McNeill, Archibald Stewart. § 

A. S. McNeill was born in the county of Cumberland, in the 

* Wheeler's Reminiscences; U. N. C Magazine^ June 1898. 

tHon. R. P. Buxton, Fayetteville. tCom. Exercises, 1851, U. N. C. 

gMiss Mildred McNeill, Summerville. 
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part which is now Harnett, on a farm on the Cape Fear River, 
on the old stag-e road from Raleig-h to Fayetteville, twenty- 
three miles above Fayetteville and thirty-three from Raleigh. 
The date of his birth was March 5, 1805. His father was 
Neill McNeill, the son of Archibald (Band) McNeill who em- 
igrated from Scotland before the American Revolution ; was 
a surveyor and acquired a large body of land in Cumberland — 
chiefly through grants from George III. His paternal grand- 
mother was Janet Smith, a native of Scotland, and his mother, 
Grisella Stewart was also from Scotland, so that by both 
descent and character, he was a full-blooded Scotchman. A. 
S. McNeill became a farmer and also a merchant to some ex- 
tent. He was almost continuously in the service of his 
county as a member of the Board of County Commissioners, 
and this together with his membership in the Convention 
were his only public ofSces. He was elected to the Conven- 
tion by a large majority and although a Whig and opposed to 
secession, he finally voted for it and afterwards gave to the 
cause his strongest support. He was reared in the strict 
Presbyterian faith, which he always revered, but never united 
with the visible church. He died on September 21, 1876 at 
his home, McNeill's Ferry on Cape Fear River. 

McNeill. David.* 

David McNeill, of Cumberland, was born in the Bluff Church 
Neighborhood of Cumberland on October 4, 1798. His 
parents were James and Catherine (McAlister) McNeill. 
Notwithstanding the fact that Cumberland was largely Dem- 
ocratic and he was a Whig, nevertheless on account of his 
personal popularity and the clannishness of the Scotch, Mr. 
McNeill, when a candidate, nearly always carried the county. 
He represented it in the legislature in 1820, '31, '32, '33, '34 
and '35. He was Chairman of tlic County Court several years 
and a Justice of the Peace forty-five years. Mr. McNeill was 
a firm believer in the right of secession and that the South 
had just cause to withdraw. He was a farmer. He died 

*R. P. Buxton, FayetteviUe ; Mrs. L,, A. Page, Aberdeen. 
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March 2, 1871, and was buried in the cemetery at the Bluff 
Presbyterian Church, in which he had been a Ruling Elder 
for forty years. 

Mann, Edward L.* 

The delegate from Hyde was Edward L. Mann, the son of 
Joseph and Sarah Mann, born on February 25, 1825 His 
parents died when he was very young, and he had only such 
educational advantages as were obtainable in the schools in 
his immediate neighborhood, and he was not permitted to 
avail himself of these privileges regularly. He was a farmer 
and a successful one, and was also, for several years, a mer- 
chant, but eventually devoted himself entirely to the more 
congenial occupation — farming. He took an active interest 
in politics and previous to the war was a Whig and after- 
wards a Democrat. He represented his native county in the 
House of Commons in 1862 and the district one term in the 
State Senate in 1864. He was not an original secessionist 
and yielded only when there seemed to be no other alterna- 
tive. He died January 11, 1894. 

Manning, John, Jr.* 

John Manning, Jr., of Chatham, was born in Edenton on 
July 30, 1830. His parents were John and Tamar (Leary) 
Manning. He attended the Edenton Academy, Norfolk Mil- 
itary Academy, and the University of North Carolina where 
he was graduated in 1850 with high honors, and immediate- 
ly after graduation, became Purser's Clerk on the United 
States brig, Bainbridge, of which his father was Captain 
and served in this capacity during the vessel's cruise along 
the eastern coast of South America. After completing this 
voyage, he studied law under John H. Haughton of Pittsboro 
— a relative of his — and on being admitted to the bar, be- 
came associated with him in practice. He was opposed to 
secession; voted for the Badger Ordinance, and when it failed, 

*J. S. Mann, Middleton. 
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voted to submit the Ordinance of Secession to the people of 
the State for ratification.* He voluntered in the first com- 
pany formed for the Civil War in Chatham and was elected 
its First Lieutenant and was later Commissioned Adjutant of 
the Fifteenth Reg-iment North Carolina Volunteers, but in 
October 1861, Judge Biggs nominated, and President Davis 
appointed him Receiver of Claims for the Confederate States, 
whereupon he resigned his commission as Adjutant. In 
1871, he was a member of Congress from the Fourth District ; 
in 1875, a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, and in 
1881, a member of the General Assembly, in which he intro- 
duced the bill for the first regular annual appropriation to 
the University of North Carolina. The General Assembly 
appointed him with W. T. Dortch and John S, Henderson, 
a commission to codify and revise the Statute Laws of North 
Carolina, which commission produced the Code of 1883, 
now in use in this State. The positions of Superior Court 
Judge, and Secretary of State, tendered to him by Governor 
Jarvis, were declined. In 1882, the University conferred 
upon him the degree of LL.D. In 1881, the Trustees elected 
him Professor of Law in the University, and during his ser- 
vice of nearly eighteen years in this chair, the number of 
students increased ten fold. His success as a teacher is like- 
wise attested by the men who studied under him, all of whom 
loved him and praised him. His ** Commentaries on First 
Blackstone," which were in press at the time of his death-Feb- 
ruary 12, 1899, have elicited favorable mention and are now 
used as a text-book in the University. Dr. Manning was a 
consecrated and consistent christian — a member of the Epis- 
copal Church. 

Me ARES, Thomas Davis.! 

T. D. Meares, of Brunswick, son of William B. and Catha- 
rine G. (Davis) Meares was born July 27, 1818. His mother 
was Catharine, the daughter of General Thomas Davis of 

♦Dr. Kemp P. Battle. 

fT. D. Meares, Wilmington. 
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Payetteville. He was of Scotch and English ancestry. He 
was graduated at the State University in 1839. He entered 
the legal profession, but after practising successfully for 
some years, commenced rice planting and gradually aban- 
doned law. He was married, in 1845, to Jane, daughter of 
Governor James Iredell of Raleigh. Mr. Meares was a mem- 
ber of the legislature of 1856 and of the following session ; 
and an Aid-de-camp on the staff of Governor William A. 
Graham. He was a Whig in politics and opposed secession 
until Lincoln's proclamation calling for troops, when he be- 
came convinced of the necessity of taking one side or the 
other, and went with his people. He resumed the practice of 
law after the war and died December 20, 1881. In religion, 
Mr. Meares was an Episcopalian.* 

Mebane, GlLES.f 

The founder and the first President of the Dialectic Society 
of the University of North Carolina was James Mebane whose 
son, Giles, was the colleague of Thomas Ruffin, of Alamance, 
in the Convention. The Mebaues emigrated to America from 
the North of Ireland and settled in Pennsylvania, whence 
Alexander Mebane, the Elder, removed to Hawfields in Orange 
county prior to the Revolution. His grandson, James mar- 
ried Elizabeth, only daughter of William Kinchen and one of 
their offspring was Giles Mebane, born in the part of Orange 
which is now Alamance on January 25, 1809. His prepara- 
tory education was received under the tutelage of William 
Bingham, Senior, whom he assisted in teaching. Entering 
the University of North Carolina, he was graduated with the 
class of 1831, and was a tutor in the institution the year after 
his graduation, after which he read law under Chief Justice 
Ruffin. His first appearance in public life was made in 1844 
as a member of the House of Commons from Orange, to 
which position he was returned in 1846 and in 1848. During 
the session of 1848, he introduced the bill to create the county 

*James Sprunt, Esq., Wilmington. 
tSelf , Milton. 
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of Alamance from Orang-e, giving the name to both the 
county and the county site. In 1854, the new county sent 
him as one of its first representatives to the House of Com- 
mons and re-elected him in 1860. As a member of the Commit- 
tee on Federal Relations of that body,he signed on December 10, 
1860, the minority report, protesting against voting on the ques- 
tion of calling a convention on February 7, 1861.* He was 
Senator from Alamance and Randolph in 1862 and 1864, and 
during both terms was President of that body, and was a 
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1865. In 1878, 
the Twentieth Senatorial District embracing the counties of 
Orange, Caswell and Person, sent him to the Senate, in which 
he introduced the bill to compromise and settle the indebted- 
ness of the State which was an effective agent in replacing the 
credit of North Carolina on a sound basis, f He succeeded 
Chief Justice Ruffin as Chairman of the County Court of Ala- 
mance. Mr. Mebane was an ardent supporter of the building 
of the North Carolina Railroad, being a member of the House 
of Commons at the time when this measure passed by the 
vote of the Speaker — Calvin Graves. To prevent the forfei- 
ture of the charter by lack of subscriptions, he subscribed 
more stock than he was worth, and took a contract and built 
six miles of the road through Orange county. He was a Di- 
rector of this road for eighteen years. He was a Trustee of 
the University for a number of years and after the death of 
Dr. A. J. DeRosset, was the ** oldest living graduate" of the 
institution. J In politics, Mr. Mebane was, before the war, a 
Whig, and afterwards a Democrat, and was not in favor of 
secession until our neighboring states seceded and North Car- 
olina seemed in imminent danger of being the battle-field of 
the war, after which the Southern cause received his strong- 
est support. In religion, he was a devoted Presbyterian, 
being a member of this denomination for nearly sixty years, 
and a Ruling Elder in his church, many years. In 1868, he 
removed to Caswell county where he died on June 3, 1899. § 

*Moore's History, Vol. ii. fl^cffislative Handbook, 1879. 

i University Magazine, Vol. xv. 2 Julius Johnston, Yancey ville 
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Mkrritt, Leonidas John.* 

L. J. Merritt, of Chatham, was born in that county on 
June 8, 1830. His father was William Merritt and his moth- 
er, a sister of Governor Abram Rencher. He was prepared 
for college under William J. Bingham and was graduated 
from the State University with high honors in 1854. After 
reading law under Chief Justice Pearson he located in Pitts- 
boro and was soon afterwards elected Clerk and Master in 
Equity. He next appeared in public life as a delegate to the 
Secession Convention, but as soon as the Chatham Rifles was 
organised, he enlisted ; was made lieutenant and went to the 
front. He was killed in the desperate charge of Magruder at 
Malvern Hill in 1862. 

MiCHAi., George Washington, f 

The subject of this sketch was born in Rutherfordton, N. 
C, October 19, 1825, and died in Hickory, N. C, January 11, 
1892. His father, Jacob Michal, who came to North Carolina 
from Pennsylvania, and his mother, Catharine Ramsour of 
Lincoln county, were both of German extraction. In his 
early youth, he decided upon medicine as his chosen profes- 
sion, and entered the Medical College at Charleston, South 
Carolina, but later went to the University of Pennsylvania 
where he was graduated at the age of twenty one. Com- 
mencing to practice in Marion, N. C, he continued there un- 
til 1861 when he became Surgeon of the Sixteenth North 
Carolina Regiment. While thus employed, he was elected to 
the Convention from Rutherford county to fill the vacancy* 
caused by the resignation of Jason H. Carson, taking his seat 
January 21, 1862. In 1865, he removed from Marion to New- 
ton and here practiced his profession for eight years when, 
failing health forced him to abandon it for other pursuits. 
Dr. Michal was always a conservative in politics and deplored 
secession even when he recognised it as the last resort for the 
State. In his early life, he joined the Methodist Episcopal 

*A. H. Merritt, Pittsboro. 
^ tJ. McD. Michal, Hickory ; Sketch by Col. R. B. Davis, Wilming-ton. 
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Church, South, but later embraced the views of the Episcopal 
Communion. 

Miller, William John T witty.* 

Cleveland county sent two physicians to the Convention. 
They were W. J. T. Miller and James Wright Tracy. Wil- 
liam John Twitty Miller, son of John and Susan (Twitty) 
Miller, was born in Rutherford county, five miles west of 
Rutherford, on April 12, 1805. He was of Scotch-Irish de- 
scent. After being graduated in medicine at Transylvania 
University, Lexington, Kentucky, he settled on Broad River 
in Rutherford (now Cleveland county), six miles from Shel- 
by. Dr. Miller represented Rutherford county in the State 
Senate in 1842, and in the House of Commons in 1836, '38 and 
'40 ; Cleveland and Rutherford in the Senate in 1848 ; Cleve- 
land in 1864, and Cleveland and Gaston in 1872. He was a 
Whig before the war and voted for Bell and Everett in 1860. 
He was opposed to secession until Lincoln called for troops to 
coerce the South, when he at once became a secessionist and a 
loyal supporter of the Confederate Government. For nearly 
fifty years, he was an active layman in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South, and a steward of his church for thirty-nine 
years. He served the church at various times, as district 
steward, secretary of the Quarterly Conference, lay delegate 
to the Annual Conference, and as delegate to the Southern 
Methodist Conference in Atlanta in May 1878. He died in 
Shelby on the 7th of December 1886. 

Mitchell, Anderson, t 

Judge Mitchell, of Iredell, was born in Caswell county, June 
13, 1800. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. He attended 
Bingham's School and the University of North Carolina, 
where he was graduated in 1822 and was a tutor therein 
1821-22. He received the degree of Master of Arts from the 
University in 1824. He read law under Chief Justice Hend- 

♦Dr. J. F. Miller, Goldsboro. 

fProf . D. Matt Thompson; Statesville ; Wheeler's Reminiscences. 
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erson in Granville county. He removed to Wilkes and repre- 
sented that county in the State Senate in 1840, '52 and '54. 
In 1842, he was elected to Congress serving one term. In 
1847, he was elected Judg-e of the Tenth Judicial District. 
In 1865, he was elected Judg-e of the Superior Court but was 
not allowed to serve and in 1873 Judge of the Tenth Judicial 
District. He was opposed to secession. Previous to the war 
he removed to Statesville, where he continued to reside until 
his death on December 24, 1876. 

Moody, John Mason.* 

J. M. Moody, of Northampton, son of William Moody, a na- 
tive of that county, was born March 21, 1816, near Pleasant 
Hill. His mother was Mary, a daughter of John Mason of 
Virginia. His extraction, both paternal and maternal, was 
English. Original deeds and grants from George II. to lands 
in North Carolina are still in possession of the Moody family. 
He received the greater part of his education at Bingham 
School. He had considerable farming interests in Northamp- 
ton and also in Mississippi. Mr. Moody was a member of 
the State Senate in 1844 and '46, an ardent secessionist, and 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He 
died June 2, 1877. 

MosKLKY, Robert Algernon. f 

R. A. Moseley, of Sampson, son of John W. and Dorcas 
(Garland) Moseley, was born at Oak Grove on Cedar Run in 
the above county on October 25, 1831. He was of English 
ancestry. He was educated at Spring Dale Academy. He 
was Brigadier-General of the Sixth Brigade of the North 
Carolina Militia; Lieutenant of the Sampson Rangers, and 
went with them to Fort Johnson, but soon resigned on ac- 
count of feeble health. Mr. Moseley was opposed to secession 
until Lincoln called on the South for troops. He was, for the 
greater part of his life, a merchant in Clinton. He was a 

*Dr. H. G. Iveigh, Petersburg, Va. 
f Rev. A. I^. Phillips, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
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member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. He died 
a victim to consumption on May 18, 1866. 

MuRRii.1., Andrew Jackson.* 

A. J. Murrill, of Onslow, the successor of Dr., E. W. Ward 
in the Convention, was born in Onslow on May 20, 1819. He 
was the son of John and Mary Ann (Johnston) Murrill, both 
of whom were of Eng-lish extraction. He was a farmer. He 
was a magistrate for many years, and served as Chairman of 
tTie Board of County Commissioners several times; in the 
State Senate in 1862, and in the House in 1864 and '66. He 
was a secessionist. His death occurred July 4, 1889. 

Mykrs, Al^BKRT.f 

Albert Myers, of Anson, born April 20, 1828, was the 
youngest son of Marmaduke and Rebecca Myers both of whom 
were of English descent. He led his class in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City. Receiving his 
degree in 1847, he located in his native county. He was a 
member of the State Senate from Anson and Union in 1856, 
In politics Dr. Myers was a Whig and like many others, op- 
posed secession until Lincoln's proclamation calling on the 
South for troops. In religion he was an Episcopalian. He 
died in 1884. 

Osborne, James Wai^kkr.J 

Judge Osborne, of Mecklenburg, was born in Salisbury on 
December 25, 1811. The Osbornes originally settled in New 
Jersey whence Alexander Osborne, the founder of the line in 
North Carolina, came in 1755 and settled in Rowan county. 
His father was Edwin Jay Osborne and his mother, Harriet, 
daughter of Captain John Walker, of Wilmington. He was 

*Dr. E. W. Ward, PoUocksviUe ; Wm. MurriU, Catharine I^ake. 
tCol. H. C. Jones, Charlotte. 
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graduated from the State University in 1830 ; then studied 
law with William A. Graham in Hillsborough and was licensed 
in 1833. He was Presidential Elector-at-large in the Clay 
campaign' and on the Seymour and Blair ticket. He was 
Superintendent of the Charlotte Mint under Fillmore. In 1859 
Governor Ellis appointed him to fill a vacant judgeship and 
the legislature in 1860 confirmed the choice by electing him 
to the same office. In politics, Judge Osborne was a State's- 
right Democrat, having left the Whig party, because he 
thought it was not prompt enough to see and resist the dan- 
gers threatening the South. Judge Osborne was, for nearly 
twenty years, a Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church. 
At the time of his death, August 11, 1896, he was State Sen- 
ator from Mecklenburg. 

Patterson, Rufus Lknoir.* 

R. L. Patterson, of Forsyth, was born June 22, 1830 at 
Palmyra in the '' Happy Valley " of the Yadkin in Wilkes 
county. He was the oldest son of Samuel P. Patterson. His 
mother was a daughter of General Edmund and Anne (Le- 
noir) Jones and a sister of Edmund Jones of Wilkes, later of 
Caldwell, He was graduated from the University of North 
Carolina in 1851. He was a lawyer by profession. He was 
Chairman of the County Court of Forsyth from 185S-'60; 
several times Mayor of Salem; a member of the Convention 
of 1865 and a Trustee of the University. He went to the 
Convention of 1861 in the vain hope of being able to do some- 
thing to dispel the war clouds then hovering over the State. 
After the war he was largely engaged in manufacturing and 
mercantile pursuits. Mr. Patterson died July 15, 1879. 

PENLAND, MiI^TON PiNCKKY.t 

M. P. Penland, of Yancey, born in Burke county on Decem- 
ber 7, 1813, was the son of Henry and Elizabeth (Branch) 

♦Ivindsay Patterson, Raleig-h. 
tW. H. Penland, AsheviUe. 
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Penland. He was of Scotch-Irish extraction. He served as 
Clerk and Master in Equity of Yancey for a number of years, 
but usually refused political preferment. He was a conser- 
vative man in politics, but a pronounced secessionist after 
the election of Lincoln. He was a merchant. He died June 
2, 1880. Mr. Penland has been called: ''A pioneer of the 
mountain country ; a type of its best citizenship." 

Pkttigrkw, W11.1.IAM Shkpard.* 

Rev. W. S. Pettig-rew, of Washington, son of Ebenezer and 
g-randson of Rev. Charles Pettigrew, the first bishop-elect of 
the Episcopal Church in North Carolina ; and Anne Blount, 
daughter of William Shepard, of New Berne, was born on 
Bonarva plantation on Lake Scuppernong in Tyrrell county 
on October 3, 1818. The Pettigrews came originally from 
France and were Huguenots. One branch emigrated to Scot- 
land and when a member of this branch, James, joined the 
army of William of Orange, he was made an ofScer and for mer- 
itorious conduct was given land in County Tyrone, Ireland. 
Descendants of his moved to America. The subject of our 
sketch attended Hillsborough Academy, of which William J. 
Bingham was then principal, and the University of North 
Carolina from 1834-'37. In 1838 he settled on Belgrade plan- 
tation which had been given to him by his father. He was a 
zealous Whig, not an original secessionist, but became one 
after Lincoln's proclamation. In 1864 he joined the Senior 
Reserves of Edgecombe county, his own county being in the 
hands of the enemy. He was admitted into the ministry of 
the Episcopal Church in Wilmington on January 31, 1869, and 
since then has preached at various churches in Washington, 
Granville, Vance and Warren counties, extending over a pe- 
iod of more than thirty years. He is now living in Ridgeway. 

Phifer, Cai^bb.I 

Caleb Phifer, of Cabarrus, son of John and Esther (Fulen- 

*Self , Ridg-eway Lake. 
fWheeler's Reminiscenses. 
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wider) Phifer, was born at Cold Water, Cabarrus county, on 
June 16, 1810, He was sprung from very old German families 
on both sides. He was a merchant and a planter. He served 
as a member of the House of Commons in 1844 and as a di- 
refctor of the North Carolina Railroad Company. Mr. Phifer 
was a member of the German Reformed Church and died 
March 11, 1878. 

Rayner, Kenneth.* 

Kenneth Rayner, of Hertford, was born in Bertie county in 
1818. His father. Rev. Amos Rayner, who was a Baptist 
minister and had been a soldier of the Revolution, married a 
Mrs. Williams, who had considerable wealth. He was edu- 
cated at the Tarboro Academy ; studied law under Chief Jus- 
tice Ruffin, but never practiced much as he preferred the more 
active life of a politician. He was the youngest member of 
the Convention of 1835 in which he made a strong speech in 
favor of abolishing the ''Religious Tests for Office." He 
represented Hertford in the House of Commons in 1836, '38, 
'46, '48 and 'SO, and in the State Senate in 1854. He was a 
member of Congress from 1839 to '45, After the termination of 
the war he removed to Mississippi. He was appointed Judge 
of the ''Alabama Claims" and was nominated for the Su- 
preme Bench of Mississippi. In politics Mr. Rayner was a 
Whig and a Secessionist. On March 4, 1884, Mr. Rayner 
died in Washington while occupying the position of Solicitor 
of the Treasury of the United States. 

Rhodes, James Thomas.! 

J. T. Rhodes, of Duplin, was a native of that county, born 
March 24, 1806. His parents were James and Mary (Farrior) 
Rhodes. He attended the University of North Carolina in 
1826 ; taught school and afterwards studied law. Besides be- 
ing a lawyer, he was also a prominent farmer. He. died in 
Sampson county, March 22, 1863. 

♦Wheeler's Reminiscenses, Moore's History, Vol. II. 
f Col. Thomas S. Kenan, Raleigh. 
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Rkid, David Sktti.k.* 

One of Rockingham's delegates was David Settle Reid, the 
first Democratic Governor of North Carolina, who was thrice a 
candidate for this office, but suffered defeat the first time, 
1848. In 1850 his party again nominated him for the Govern- 
orship and this time elected him and repeated it in 1852, Dur- 
ing his second term as Governor the General Assembly elected 
him to the United States Senate which position he held until 
March 3, 1859. He was a son of Reuben Reid and was born 
in Rockingham county, April 19, 1813. He received^his edu- 
cation at the Military Academy at Middle town. Conn. ; read 
law ; received his license when twenty-one years old ; saw his 
first public service the next year, 1835, as State Senator from 
his native county, in which capacity he served five successive 
terms. He was a member of the House of Representatives of 
the United States 1843-'47.t He was a delegate to the 
Peace Congress at Washington, a member of the Confederate 
Congress, and also a member of the State Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1875. He died June 19, 1891. 

RoYSTKR, Stephen Samuei^.J 

S. S. Royster, of Granville, was born in Hanover county, 
Virginia, March 10, 1816. He was educated at a preparatory 
school in Albemarle county, near the University of Virginia. 
His father, David Royster, sold his property in Virginia 
and removed to Shelby, Tennessee, some time during the thir- 
ties. When about' grown, S. S. Royster came from Ten- 
nessee and settled in Granville county where he made consid- 
erable money by farming. He was an ardent Whig and is 
said to have enjoyed an intimate acquaintance with Henry 
Clay. He was opposed to secession until Lincoln's proclama- 
tion calling on the South for troops. He was a director of the 
Raleigh and Gaston and the Raleigh and Augusta Air Line 

*Dowd's Prominent North Carolinians; R. D. Reid, Wentworth. 

fWheeler's History. 
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Railroad Companies for about twenty years. He was an Epis- 
copalian. His death occurred. July 20, 1878. 

RuFFiN, Thomas.* 

Alamance sent, as one of its delegates to the Convention, 
Thomas RufiBin, who had seen many years' service on the 
bench and whose opinions had been cited with favor through- 
out America and in Westminster Hall. His parents were 
Sterling" and Alice (Roane) Ruffin, who were living in Essex 
county, Virginia, at the time of his birth, on November 17, 
1787. His mother was a first cousin of Spencer Roane, at one 
time Chief Justice of Virginia. Young Ruf&n was sent to a 
classical academy at Warrenton to receive his preparatory in- 
struction under Marcus George, an eccentric but scholarly 
Irishman, and a teacher of repute. Among his fellow-stu- 
dents were Cadwallader Jones, later of the United States 
Navy, and Weldon N. Edwards. He entered Princeton Col- 
lege where he was graduated in 1805, sixteenth in a class 
of forty-two. Governor James Iredell was for three years his 
room-mate at this institution. After being graduated, David 
Robinson, a lawyer of Petersburg, Virginia, received him 
into his office and taught him law. A fellow student at the 
same time was General Win field Scott. Sterling Ruffin, hav- 
ing suffered financial reverses, removed to Rockingham 
county in 1805, whither he was followed by his son two years 
later. Here Hon. Archibald D. Murphey was his legal precep- 
tor. Gaining admission to the bar in 1808, he removed to 
Hillsborough in 1809. In 1813, '15 and '16, the borough of 
Hillsborough elected him as its representative in the House of 
Commons. Seven years after his advent to the bar and while 
Speaker of the House of Commons, in 1816, the General As- 
sembly elected him Superior Court Judge, vice Duncan Came- 
ron resigned. The wants of an increasing family and the 
heavy loss sustained by the payment of a large security debt 

* ** Life and Character of Thomas Ruffin," an Oration delivered be- 
fore the State Agricultural Society by Wm. A. Graham on Oct. 21, 
1870. 
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caused him to resign the judgeship in 1818. Some years later, 
Judge George E. Badger resigned and Judge Ruffin was again 
called to the Superior Court Bench, where he served until 
1828, when he resigned to become president of the Bank of 
the State of North Carolina. In 1829 he was elected to the 
Supreme Bench on which he sat continuously for twenty- 
three years. In 1833 Chief Justice Henderson died and he 
was promoted to that of&ce. In 1852, he resigned, but was 
recalled after the death of his successor. Judge Nash, in Decem- 
ber 1858. His final resignation was in 1859, after which he 
served as presiding judge of the County Court of Alamance 
for a number of years. In 1854, the State Agricultural So- 
ciety elected him its president in which capacity he contin- 
ued six years. He was a Trustee of the University for twen- 
ty-six years and a member of the '* Peace Commission " which 
convened in Washington in the winter of 1861. In 1834, the 
University of North Carolina conferred upon him the degree 
of LL.D. His opinions extend through twenty-five vol- 
umes of the Reports of the North Carolina Supreme Court. 
"Judge Ruf&n was a Jeffersonian Democrat, an ardent South- 
erner and had no toleration for Northern aggressions."* In 
religion he was a member of the Episcopal Communion. At 
the time of his death on January 15, 1870, he had been retired 
from public life for several years, and was living at Hills- 
borough. 

Sanders, Ci^audius Brock.! 

C. B. Sanders, of Johnston, born seven miles northwest of 
Smithfield, September 7, 1829, was a son of John and Mary 
(Boddie) Sanders and of English extraction. He was gradu- 
ated among the best scholars from the University of North 
Carolina in 1851, deliving the Latin Salutatory. He read law 
under B. F. Moore, of Raleigh, and obtained his license in 
1852. He lived five miles from Smithfield where he farmed 
and practiced law. Mr. Sanders held the following public 

* Personal Sketches of Prominent Delegates^ by David Scbenck. 
tW. S. Stephens, Smithfield. 
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offices : County Attorney, 1855 ; member of the General As- 
sembly, 1856 and 1862. He was a zealous Whig- and at first 
opposed to secession. He died October 29, 1874. 

SatterThwaitb, Fenner Bryan.* 

F. B, Satterthwaite, of Pitt, was born March 16, 1813. 
His ancestors came from England in colonial days; settled 
where Philadelphia now stands ; then came south and settled 
* in the '*Pungo" or Marshipungo region of Beaufort County. 
He was raised in a wild and illiterate region receiving little but 
a '* plow handle" education. He married before he attained 
his majority. He represented Beaufort in the House of Com- 
monsin 1836 and was soon afterwards put in prison for debt, 
but his father-in-law came to his rescue and secured his re- 
lease. While in prison, he decided to study law, and it was 
not long before he had obtained a large practice. He was 
Presidential Elector on the Pierce ticket ; member of the Coii- 
vention of 1865, and of the Council of State during Vance's 
administration. While in the Convention of 1861, he moved 
to table the act to allow soldiers to vote wherever they hap- 
pened to be at the time of election, in opposition to which 
measure he made one of the strongest speeches of the Conven- 
tion. He was a Whig and an Episcopalian. He died March 
23, 1875. 

ScHENCK, David, t 

David Schenck, of Lincoln, occupied the seat in the 
Convention made vacant by the resignation of William Lan- 
der. He was born in Lincolnton March 24, 1835. His father, 
was David Warlick Schenck, and his mother's maiden name 
was Rebecca Bivens, of Charleston, South Carolina. The 
Schencks were exiled from Switzerland on account of being 
Protestants and came to England in 1708 and thence to Amer- 
ica with Penn's colony. In 1790 David Schenck's grandfather 

♦Memorial Edition of his Life. 
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moved to Nx)rth Carolina and settled in Lincoln county. The 
grandson studied law, obtaining his license in 1857, and lo- 
cated at Dallas, Gaston county, but in 1860 removed to Lin- 
colnton. He held the of&ce of County Attorney for Gaston, 
and in 1860 for Lincoln. In 1874 he was elected Judge of the 
Ninth Judicial District, resigning on April 1, 1881, to become 
general counsel of the Richmond and Danville Railroad Com- 
pany and the following year removed to Greensboro. He is 
the president of the Guilford Battle Ground Company and to 
him is largely due the credit of the enterprise. In 1880 he re- 
ceived the degree of LL.D. from the University of North Car- 
olina. Judge Schenck is the author of "North Carolina, 
1780-81," and of several other historical and biographical pa- 
pers. He is an Episcopalian. 

Shaw, Henry Marchmore.* 

Currituck county was represented in the Convention by H. 
M, Shaw, a native of Newport, Rhode Island, born on Novem- 
ber 20, 1817. His father, John Allen Shaw, was then engag- 
ed in the mercantile business and in shipping to and from the 
West Indies, and during the war of 1812 suffered great finan- 
cial losses by the destruction of his ships and their cargoes. 
About 1827 with the remnant of his fortune he removed to 
Tyrrell, engaging in merchandising and in the lumber busi- 
ness, but later abandoned these pursuits in order to enter the 
Baptist ministry. Both he and his wife, Betty Marchmore, 
were of Scotch-Irish extraction. Owing to the many losses 
which his father had sustained, Henry M. Shaw's scholastic 
education was limited to six months, but he found a friend 
and benefactor in the person of Dr. G. C. Marchant, of In- 
dian Town, Currituck county, in whose office he studied for 
four years, after which he entered the Medical Department of 
the University of Pennsylvania, receiving the degree of M.D. 
and two special certificates in surgery. After completing his 
medical course, he was associated with Dr. Marchant until 1854, 
In 1851, he was elected to the State Senate, defeating John 
*W. B. Shaw, Henderson. 
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Bernard. In 1853, his party, the Democratic, nominated 
him as its candidate for member of Cong-ress from the First 
District against Colonel David Outlaw, and elected him. 
Being re-nominated in 1855, Robert Treat Paine defeated 
him. In 1857, he was an elector on the Buchanan and 
Breckenridge ticket. He strongly favored secession and re- 
signed from the Convention at the end of the first session to 
accept the colonelcy of the Eighth Regiment, North Carolina 
troops. His regiment was stationed at Roanoke Island in Feb- 
ruary, 1862, when General Burnside made his attack, and on 
February 8, Colonel Shaw was compelled to surrender to the 
immensely superior force. He was exchanged in the Septem- 
ber following and immediately proceeded to reorganize his 
command. In the fall of 1862, he commanded the defenses 
of Kinston and had several sharp engagements. In the 
spring of 1863, his command was ordered to Charleston, and 
when an assault seemed no longer imminent, he was sent to 
Wilmington, but in July, 1863, he returned to Charleston to 
aid in resisting the attack of General Gilmore. From 
Charleston the Eighth Regiment went to Virginia in the 
trenches around Petersburg and thence to North Carolina to 
to form part of an expedition against New Berne. In the 
early morning of February 1, 1864, Colonel Shaw was mor- 
tally wounded in a skirmish on Batchelor's Creek near New 
Berne, and expired on the field. 

Shipp, Wiluam Marcus.* 

William M. Shipp, of Henderson, son of Bartlett, whose 
father, Thomas Shipp, came from Virginia and settled on the 
Dan River near Danbury, was born on November 19, 1819, in 
Lincoln county where his father had removed in 1818 and 
married Susan, daughter of Peter Forney. He entered the 
State University, graduating as salutatorian of his class in 
1840 ; then read law ; received his license in 1842, and located 

♦Moore's History, Vol. II. Prominent Living North Carolinians^ by 
Jerome Dowd. 
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at Hendersonville. In the beg"inning of the Civil war he was 
elected captain of a volunteer company raised in Henderson 
county. After seeing nearly a year's service in Virginia, he 
resigned in 1863, to accept a Superior Court Judgeship, which 
position he held until deposed under the Reconstruction Acts. 
In 1862, he was a member of the State Senate. In 1870, the 
Democratic party made him its nominee for Attorney General 
and elected him by a majority of four thousand two hundred 
and twenty-one votes over Samuel F. Phillips, of Orange, the 
Republican candidate. After the expiration of his term of 
of&ce, he practiced law in Charlotte until 1881, when Gover- 
nor Jarvis appointed him Judge of the Superior Court to 
succeed David Schenck resigned. He was elected to this of- 
fice in 1882 and was filling it at the time of his death on 
June 28, 1890.* 

Smith, Conaro Drayton.I 

Conaro Drayton Smith, of Macon county, was born in the 
county of Buncombe on April 1, 1813. His grandfather, Jo- 
seph Smith, born in Maryland in 1730, was of English descent. 
He married Rebecca Dath, of Welsh descent, and removed to 
North Carolina in 1765. While on their way, Samuel, father 
of the subject of our sketch, was born in an inn in Albemarle 
county, Virginia. Samuel married Mary Jarrett, who was of 
English-German extraction, and settled near Asheville. In 
1820, he removed to Tennessee and here young Conaro lived 
until 1832, when he went to clerk for Smith and McElroy, 
general merchants and ginseng collectors in Buncombe coun- 
ty. When Yadkin county was created, J. W. McElroy was 
made Clerk of the Superior Court and Smith became his dep- 
uty. Soon afterward, he was licensed to preach and his first 
work was as junior preacher in the LaFayette, Ga., district 
when it belonged to the Holton Conference, In 1838-'39, he 
was on the Lebanon Circuit, ; 1839-'40, agent of Holston Col- 
lege, New Market, Tennessee ; 1840-41, on Wytheville circuit ; 

*N. C. Supreme Court Reports, Vol. 106. 

fAutobiography of Rev. C. D. Smith, furnished by F. T. Smith, 
Franklin. 
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1841-'42, Jonesboro circuit ; 1842-'43- 44, agent for Emory 
and Henry College ; 1844-'4S, Wytheville circuit for the sec- 
ond time; 184S-'46, Athens station, Tennessee; 1846-'47, 
Rogersville circuit; 1849-50, Presiding Elder of the Rogers- 
ville district ; 18S0-'S1, Presiding Elder of the Greenville dis- 
trict. This was his last service in the ministry as his health 
failed and his physician advised him to adopt a more active life, 
so he tried farming for three years. In 1853, he became agent 
for the American Colonization Society and sent two families 
of emancipated negroes to Liberia. Mr. Smith had always 
been interested in geology and mineralogy and had made nu- 
merous expert observations and discoveries and this work re- 
sulted in his appointment as Assistant State Geologist which 
position he held for a number of years. He also served the 
State of North Carolina as Senator in 1862 and as member of 
the board of Agriculture. He died January 31, 1894. 

Smith, Richard Hknry.* 

R. H. Smith, of Halifax, son of William Ruffin and Sallie 
(Norfleet) Smith was born at Scotland Neck, November 10, 
1810. Richard Henry Smith was of English extraction. His 
forefathers came to Halifax county in 1700, and settled on 
Roanoke River. He was graduated from the University of 
North Carolina in 1832 and read law under Judge John Hall, 
of Warrenton, but his law practice was subordinate to his 
business of farming on Roanoke River. He was a member 
of the House of Commons in 1852 and '54, and was temporary 
chairman of the Convention of 1865. Mr. Smith favored 
peace until the inauguration of Lincoln when he became an 
ardent supporter of war. He was a communicant of the Epis- 
copal Church and often a delegate to its General Convention, 
He was an active director of the Insane Asylum, at Raleigh. 
He died in Raleigh on March 3, 1893. 

Smith, Wii.i.iam Ai^BXANDKR-t 

William A. Smith, of Johnston was born in Warren county 

*By his son, R. H. Smith, Scotland Neck. 

fC. W. Smith, ThomasviUe; N. C. Manual, 1874. 
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on January 9, 1828. His parents, Bannister R, and Mary 
Smith, were both of English extraction. He received only an 
ordinary common school education and when a young- man, 
worked as a day-laborer on the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad. 
He resided awhile in Alabama, Louisiana and Texas, but re- 
turning to North Carolina, settled in Johnston county. He 
held public offices as follows : member of the legislature in 
1874 ; delegate to the Convention of 1865 ; President of the 
North Carolina Rail Road Company in 1868 ; elected to the 
State Senate in 1870 but unseated for non-residence ; member 
of Congress, 1873-75. He was, at one time. President of the 
Yadkin River Railway Company from Salisbury to Wades- 
boro, and also Receiver of the Western North Carolina Rail 
Road Company from Salisbury to Old Fort, He was elected 
to the Convention as a ** Union Man." At the time of his 
death on May 16, 1888, he had retired to his farm in John- 
ston county. His remains were interred in Hollywood Ceme- 
tery, Richmond, Virginia. In religion Mr. Smith was a 
Methodist. 

Sp^bd, Rufus King,* 
R. K. Speed, of Pasquotank, born December 25, 1810, was 
a native of Mecklenburg county, Virginia. His extraction 
was in part Indian, some of his kinsmen tracing their ances- 
try to Pocahontas. He was a doctor of medicine and a poli- 
tician. He represented Chowan and Gates counties in the 
State Senate two terms, 1838 and '40, and the first senatorial 
district in 1870. He was an elector on the Bell and Everett 
ticket and a delegate to the convention of February, 1861, 
which was voted down. Dr. Speed was, at first, an anti-se- 
cessionist, but became an ardent supporter of the Confederacy 
after voting for it. He is a member of the Missionary Bap- 
tist Church. Recently his mind gave away and he is now in 
the North Carolina Hospital, at Raleigh. 

Sprous^, ROB^RT.t 
The subject of our sketch is Robert Sprouse, of Davie, son 

f Col. R. B. Creecy, Elizabeth City. 
♦Herbert Clement, Mocksville. 
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of George Sprouse, born in Patrick county, Virginia on 
September 10, 1810. He was of Scotch-Irish descent. But 
little is known of his eaily life. He settled at Hamptonville, 
Yadkin county, as a practising- physican, but in 1855 removed 
to Mocksville. Here he did not practice medicine but devoted 
himself to farming. He served as special county magistrate 
from 1863 to 1865. He was a Whig and at first opposed to 
secession. He died June 22, 1867. 

Spruii.1., Ew.* 

Eli Spruill, of Tyrrell was born in Washington county, 
January 12, 1818. His parents were Hugh and Sarah Spruill 
both of whom were of Scotch-Irish descent. He was Clerk of 
the Court for Tyrrell from 1852-61 ; member of the House of 
Commons in 1862 and Probate Judge from 1868-74, and again 
Clerk of the Court in 1874. He was a Whig and opposed to 
secession until the call for troops. He was a merchant and a 
lawyer. At the time of his death, September 1, 1887, he had 
been a member of the Methodist Church for thirty-six years. 

Spruii.1., Samuki. Bl^OUNT.t 

S. B. Spruill, of Bertie was born on his father's plantation 
near the mouth of Scuppernong River, December 11, 1810. 
His parents were James A. and Caroline (Blount) Spruill, a 
granddaughter of Colonel Blount of the Revolution. His pa- 
ternal ancestors were English and his maternal Scotch. His 
father died when he was ten years old and he was sent to 
Warrenton to live with his uncle, George E. Spruill, who was 
the second Southerner to be graduated with first distinction 
from Yale. Hon. Weldon N. Edwards appointed him to 
West Point where he stayed three years and did well, but 
measles affected his eyesight, forcing him to leave the Aca- 
demy, He then studied law under his uncle at Warrenton 
and, on obtaining his license in 1830, settled in Tyrrell 

♦Mark Majette, Columbia. 

f Hon. Francis D. Winston, Windsor. 
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county. In 1831 he represented this county in the legislature 
and while in Raleigh married a Mrs. Cameron, of that city, 
and soon afterward removed to the Capital. In 1837, he was 
elected Superintendent of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad 
Company and removed to Weldon. He soon resigned this 
situation and located at Jackson, Northampton county. In 
1840, although a Whig, he defeated Governor Thomas Bragg 
for a seat in the House of Commons by a majority of two 
hundred. His wife having died six years before, in 1847, he 
married Mrs. Edward Hardy, of Bertie county and removed 
to that county. He was a member of the legislature from 
Bertie in 1852 and a delegate to the Convention which nomi- 
nated General Winfield Scott for President. In 1860, he was 
nominated for the legislature, but was defeated by one vote. 
In June 1861, he assumed the colonelcy of the Second North 
Carolina Cavalry stationed at Kittrell, but later removed to 
Edentou, whence they were ordered to New Berne to re-en- 
force the troops at the disposal of General L. O'B. Branch, 
who was in command there. On March 14, 1862, when Gen- 
eral Branch drew up his men to resist the Federal Army 
under General Burnside, the extreme right was held by Com- 
panies A and E of SpruilPs Cavalry while six companies of 
the same command were held in reserve. A single volley 
from the two companies on the right repelled an attack — 
that flank being protected by a large and impassable swamp. 
These two companies with Colonel Vance's regiment were 
the last to leave the field. Colonel Spruill died at Colerain, 
Bertie county on May IS, 1889. 

Starbuck, Darius Henry.* 

D. H. Starbuck, of Forsyth succeeded Rufus I<. Patterson, 
resigned, and took his seat on June 23, 1862. He was born 
in Guilford county and was the son of Reuben and Mary 
(Beeson) Starbuck, both of English extraction. He was 
graduated from New Garden (now Guilford College) and 
read law. He was United States Attorney for the Western 

♦Judge H. R. Starbuck, Wiaston ; Forsyth Co., by Miss A. L,, Fries. 
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District of North Carolina 1865-72. In 1868 he was elected 
Judge of the Superior Court from the Eighth Judicial District, 
but declined the office. He was a member of the Moravian 
Church ; was a Whig and opposed to secession. He was not 
a member of the Convention when the Ordinance of Secession 
was passed. He died May 26, 1887. 

Strange, Robert.* 

Robert Strange, of New Hanover, succeeded Robert H. 
Cowan, resigned, taking his seat November 19, 1861. He was 
bom in Fayetteville, July 27, 1823, of parentage, Judge Rob- 
ert and Jane (Kirkland) Strange; was graduated at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina in the class of 1841 ; then studied 
law and located in Wilmington. He was a quartermaster in 
the Mexican war with the rank of Major ; member of the 
House of Commons in 1852 ; State Solicitor ; a Director of the 
Bank of Cape Fear and Major in the Confederate service. f 
He was an Episcopalian. His death occurred June 24, 1877. 

Stewart, Azariah Coburn.J 

A. C. Stewart, of Alexander, was born in the above county 
in 1836. He attended the University of North Carolina 
18S8-'60. He was a fluent speaker and canvassed his na- 
tive county in favor of secession. He was one of the young- 
est members of the Convention. He attended the first session 
of the Convention and his untimely death occurred in 1861, 
during the interval between the first and second sessions of 
the body 

Strong, George Vaughan.§ 

G. V. Strong, of Wayne, son of Salmon and Eliza Jane 
(Sampson) Strong, was bom in Sampson county on March 7, 

♦James Sprunt, Esq., Wilminfi^ton. 

fWheeler's Reminiscenses. 

JHon. R. %. Linney, TaylorsviUe. U. N. C. 1789-1889. 

§Robert C. Strong, Raleigh. 
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1827. His father was of Eng-lish blood and his mother of 
Scotch-Irish. He was graduated from the State University 
in 1845 with highest honors ; taught school a year ; then read 
law under George W. Mordecai, and located in Goldsboro in 
1853. -He served as District Attorney of North Carolina dur- 
ing the Confederacy, In 1871 he removed to Raleigh and en- 
tered into a copartnership with Governor Thomas Bragg and 
later with Chief Justice W. N. H. Smith, In 1874 he repre- 
sented Wake county in the lower house of the General As- 
sembly. He was Judge of the Wake County Criminal Court 
during its existence and conducted a law school while he oc- 
cupied this position. He had retired from practice for several 
years before his death, which occurred October 10, 1897. 

Strong, John Mason.* 

Dr. J. M. Strong, of Mecklenburg, was born in Newberry 
county. South Carolina, on September 1, 1818. He was the son 
of Rev. Charles and Nancy (Harris) Strong, both of Scotch- 
Irish descent. He was graduated from the Jefferson Liberty 
College in Worthington county, Pennsylvania, in 1841, and 
at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, in 1847. He never 
held any public post except that of member of the Convention. 
He took his seat in this body on January 23, 1862, in the place 
of Judge James Walker Osborne, resigned. He was an orig- 
inal Secessionist. Dr. Strong was a member of the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church. He died March 11, 1898, at 
Elrod, Mecklenburg county. 

SUTHKRI.AND, JoHN CHISHOI.M.t 

J. C. Sutherland, of Robeson, was born about seven miles 
south of the present town of Maxton in the '*01d Pork" 
neighborhood of Robeson county in 1815. He was of Scotch 
lineage on both sides. He was a school teacher during the 
g-reater part of his life and a member of the. faculty of Floral 

♦Heriot Clarkson, Charlotte. 
f D. P. McEachern, Red Springs. 
6 
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(Female) College in the above county during its palmiest days. 
He was always a man of retiring disposition and never married. 
His residence and all of his personal effects were burned by 
Sherman's army and all the family records were lost. For 
these reasons data in regard to his life are meagre. He tried 
merchandising at Bennettsville, South Carolina, immediately 
after the war, but soon abandoned it and went back to teach- 
ing. He was a Presbyterian and was, for many years, a rul- 
ing elder in the church. He and his colleague, J. P. Fuller, 
were both red hot secessionists. He died in Maxton in 
1881. 

Thomas, Ch arises Randolph.* 

Charles R. Thomas, of Carteret, was a native of that county, 
born February 7, 1827. His parents were of Welsh and Eng- 
lish extraction. His father, Marcus, was a wealthy ship 
owner and merchant, and his mother was Elizabeth Duncan. 
He received his education at Emory College in Virginia, at 
Caldwell Institute, and at the University of North Carolina, 
where he was graduated in 1849. He read law under Judge 
Richmond M. Pearson and William H. Battle and located in 
New Berne. After the Convention of 1861 he removed to Ral- 
eigh and was soon ciftcrwards chosen principal clerk of the 
State Senate, but resigned upon being elected Secretary of 
State in 1864; and in 1866 he resigned this office to become a 
director of the Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad Com- 
pany, and subsequently its president. In 1868, he was elected 
Judge of the Superior Court for the Third District, which of- 
fice he resigned to become a member of the Forty-Second Con- 
gress in 1871. Judge Thomas was re-elected to Congress in 
1873. After retirini;- from this body he practised his profes- 
sion in New Bern. He opposcMl secession, favoring every honor- 
able means to preserve the Union. He was a member of the 
Whig party until the death of Henry Clay and after the war 
a Republican, supporting that party until 1876, when he voted 

*(Son) Cliarles R. Thomas, New Berne. 
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for the Democratic national and State candidates. He served 
the University as a trustee for many years. He was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church. He died in New Berne, Feb- 
ruary 18, 1891. 

Thomas, W11.1.1AM Hoi.i.and.* 

The deleg-ate from Jackson was born on Pigeon River in 
Haywood county February 1805. In January 18Q4 his father, 
Richard Thomas, a cousin of President Zachary Taylor, mar- 
ried Temperance Calvert, a descendant of a brother of Lord 
Baltimore, and soon afterwards came south to sell horses and 
settled on Pig-eon River. While away on a business expedi- 
tion he was drowned in Etowa River before the birth of his 
son. At the ag-e of thirteen young Thomas became a clerk in 
the store of Felix Walker at Qualla Town, now the capital of 
the Cherokee settlement in Jackson county and at seventeen 
went into business with John B. Love on the site of the pres- 
ent town of Webster. He soon bought the interest of his 
partner and enlarged the business and in 1838 had five stores 
and a comfortable fortune. While he was clerking for Wal- 
ker, an old Indian chief conceived a great love for him, and 
adopted him as his son. Thomas, in turn, became much at- 
tached to the tribe, devoting many years of his life to their 
material and moral advancement. From 1836 to 1848 he was 
almost continually in Washington, endeavoring to collect 
claims due the tribe by the government, and ultimately suc- 
cess crowned his efforts. From 1848 to 1862 he served as 
State Senator from Haywood, Macon and Cherokee. In 1861 
he raised, equipped and commanded Thomas' Legion, com- 
posed of two companies of Cherokees and fourteen companies 
of white Infantry. He also raised four companies of cavalry, 
one of engineers and one of artillery. He had, before this 
time, been elected chief of the Indian tribe. He did not favor 
secession, but when it was decided upon, he threw his whole 
soul into the movement. His arduous labors in the cause of 
the Confederacy together with other troubles caused his 

*Mrs. A. C. Avery, Morg-anton. 
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health to fail, and from 1867 until his death on May 12, 1893, 
he was but a wreck of his former self. 

Thompson, Ervin Appi^kwhite.* 

E. A. Thompson, of Wayne, was born in Stony Creek 
Township, Wayne county, in 1827 His parents, William 
and Celia (Applewhite) Thompson, were both of Eng-lish ex- 
traction. After being graduated at Randolph -Macon College, 
he studied law, and upon obtaining- his license, settled in 
Goldsboro. He was Clerk and Master in Equity in 1852 ; 
member of the House of Commons 1855-'58 ; County Solicitor 
1862. He was a Method 'st. He was an ardent secessionist, 
believing that it would be peaceable and without bloodshed. 
He defeated Hon. W. T. Dortch as a delegate by six votes. 
He died in the Insane Asylum in Raleigh in 1882. 

Thornton, Francis Ai^exander. 

F. A. Thornton, of Warren, was a native of Virginia. 
His mother was a sister of Nathaniel Macon. He attended 
the University of North Carolina in 1813. He was an exten- 
sive planter and a very large slave owner. He represented 
Warren county in the House of Commons in 1821, '22, '48 and 
1850, and in the State Senate in 1866. He was a delegate to the 
convention which nominated Franklin Pierce for President. 
He was an ardent secessionist. He died on his farm near 
the Roanoke River in Warren county in July 1867 aged about 
seventy-five years. 

Tracy^ James Wright, f 

Dr. J. W. Tracy, of Cleveland, son of Captain William and 
Mary (Reynolds) Tracy, was born in Spartanburg, S. C, on 
December 19, 1819. He was of French and Scotch ancestry, 
He was graduated in medicine from Transylvania University, 
Lexington, Kentucky. Dr. Tracy opposed secession until 

*F. A. Daniels, Goldsboro. 

fDr. B. F. Dixon, King-'s Mountain. 
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Lincoln's call for troops. He served successively as assistant 
surgeon of the Thirty-Seventh North Carolina Regiment; 
chief surgeon of the Fourteenth North Carolina Regiment ; 
as Surgeon of Ramseur's Brigade ; as one of the surgeons at 
the Pair Ground Hospital in Raleigh. He was also a mem- 
ber of the State Board of Medical Examiners. Dr. Tracy's 
professional career extended over a period of fifty years. He 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church South. 
His death occurred January 17, 1896. 

TuRNB«, Hector. t 

Dr. Hector Turner, of Moore, was born March 1816, in the 
isle of Jura, Scotland. His parents, Malcolm and Isal ella 
(Currie) Turner, came to America in 1820 and settled on a 
plantation in Moore county. They had three sons : Danitl 
who died before reaching the prime of life ; Hector, the sub- 
ject of our sketch, and Alexander, a physician in Alabama. 
Hector received the larger part of his education at the Fay- 
etteville High School, and in 1847 was graduated in medicine 
from t^e University of New York. Locating in his adopted 
county, he soon became associated with Dr. John Shaw, which 
connection was sustained for nearly twenty years. During 
the war, he served as surgeon of the Twentieth North Caro- 
lina Regiment, and later as brigade surgeon, remaining in 
the army until the surrender at Appomattox. He then re- 
turned to Carthage, dividing his attention between the prac- 
tice of medicine and farming, but later removed to Cameron, 
In 1881, he was elected to the legislature and was returned at 
the subsequent term. In politics Dr. Turner was, previous to 
the war, a Whig and afterwards, a Democrat, and in religion 
he was a ''true blue stocking Presbyterian." His long career 
as a practitioner, embracing a period of almost a half-century, 
was terminated by death, on September 21, 1896. 

VenabIvE, Abraham Watkins.I 

A. W. Venable, of Granville, was born in Prince Edward 

*A. A. Turner, Cameron ; W. H. McNeiU, Carthage, 
t Wheeler's Reminiscences ; Moore's History. 
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county, Virginia, October 17, 1799. His father was Samuel 
Venable and his mother a daughter of Judge Carrington, of 
Virginia. He was graduated at Hampden-Sidney College in 
1816 ;* spent the two years following in studying medicine, 
but then abandoned it to enter Princeton where he was grad- 
uated in 4819, after whi^h he studied law. On receiving his 
license in 1821, he settled in Oxford. He was an elector on 
the Jackson ticket inl832 and in 1836 on the Van Buren; a 
member of Congress from 1847-'53. On June 18, 1861, the 
Convention elected him to the Confederate Congress. At the 
expiration of his term he retired from public life and died in 
Oxford on February 24, 1876. 

Wai:ton, Alfred Joseph.* 

A. J. Walton, of Gates, son of Timothy and Sarah (Greg- 
ory) Walton, waoibjorn in that county on September 24, 1819. 
His ancestors came from England. He attended LaGrange 
College (Alabama), but was not graduated. He was a farm- 
er ; an old line Whig and a strong secessionist after Lincoln 
called on the South for troops. He served as a justice of the 
peace ; also as Chairman of the County Court for several 
years. He was a Methodist. He died March 27, 1874. 

Ward, Edward WEST.f 

Dr. E. W. Ward, of Onslow was born in New Berne, January 
4, 1827. His parents were both natives of Onslow and of 
English extraction. He lived in Mississippi until he was 
seventeen years old, when he returned to North Carolina. 
He entered the State University in 1847, remaining one year, 
and then studied medicine in Philadelphia, receiving his 
diploma in 1850. Dr. Ward has held the office of magistrate ; 
County Superintendent of Public Instruction ; Chairman of 
the County Medical Board. After serving six months in the 
Convention, he resigned to enter the Confederate cavalry 

*L/. L/. Smith, Gatesville. ^ 

fSelf, PoUocksviUe. 



CONVENTION OF 1861 87 

service with the rank of captain, continuing- to hold this of- 
fice until Appomattox. In addition to his practice, Dr. Ward 
is engaged in farming*. He believed that any state had a 
right to secede. He is a Missionary Baptist and a Democrat. 
He now lives in Pollocksville, Jones county. 

Warren, Edward Jenner.* 

E, J. Warren, of Beaufort was born in Vermont, December 
12, 1824 ; came to this state as a teacher and located at 
Washington where he read law. He was elected to the State 
Senate in 1862, '64 and 71, and during the last term was 
President of the body. He was appointed a Superior Court 
Judge by Governor Worth. He was a strong Whig. His 
death occurred December 10, 1876. 

Washington, John Cobb.I 

J. C. Washington, of Lenoir, son of John and Elizabeth 
Herritage (Cobb) Washington, was born in Kinston on De- 
cember 24. 1801. His paternal ancestors were English and 
were related to George Washington. His maternal were 
Scotch and Dutch. He was a merchant and a farmer. He 
was a communicant of the Episcopal Church and was opposed 
to secession. He died at Black Mountain, January 12, 1887. 

Whitkord, John Dalton.^ 

John D. Whitford, of Craven was born in New Berne, August 
17, 1825. His parents. Hardy and Mary J. (Clarke) Whit- 
ford were of English and Scotch-Irish ancestry respectively. 
President Taylor appointed Mr. Whitford, Collector of Cus- 
toms at New Berne. After filling the office for three years, he 
resigned. In 1853-'54, he was Mayor of New Berne, He has 
always taken an active part in internal improvements, and 

♦Wheeler's Reminiscences ; S. C. Bragaw, Washington. 
fR. H. Lewis, Kinston. 
iself , New Berne. 
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was, for a number of years, Director of the Neuse River Nav- 
igation Company whose intention was to make the Neuse 
navigable to Smithfield. In 1851, he was elected a Director 
of the Atlantic and North Carolina Rail Road Company, serv- 
ing one year. On the organization, afterward, of the At- 
lantic and North Carolina Rail Road Company in 1854, he 
was elected president of the corporation and continued at its 
head until removed by military authority after the Civil War. 
He was also president during the administration of Jonathan 
Worth. He served in the transportation department of the 
Confederacy with rank of Major, and for a time as Ordinance 
Officer for the State. In 1865, the shipping house of Whit- 
ford, Dill & Co., was established. They were among the 
first to run a line of steamers from New Berne to New York 
after the war. Prom 1867-71, he was financial agent of the 
Raleigh and Augusta Airline Railway Company and from 
188S-'88 assistant engineer in charge of the government work 
on Contentnea Creek and Tar River. He was elected without 
opposition both to the Convention of 1861 and to that of 1865. 
He did not believe in the right of secession, but did believe in 
the right of a wronged people to rebel. He has written a 
number of articles on various subjects, some of which are: 
''Kinston Letters on Internal Improvements"; ** Rambles 
about Town ;" ''A Pew Hours at Poplar Mount." He is still 
living in New Berne. 

Wii*i*iAMS, Archibald Davis.* 

A. D. Williams, of Franklin, was born nine miles north- 
west of the town of Halifax, January 7, 1821. He is the 
youngest of five children born to Robert W. and Harty 
(Hodge) Williams. In his infancy his parents removed to 
Pranklin county. He is of Welsh-English extraction. He 
is a successful farmer and has held no public post except that 
of delegate to the Convention and tithe gatherer during 
the war. He is a Missionary Baptist. He was a Whig and 

♦Self, Franklin County. 
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was opposed to secession. He is now living- in Franklin 
county. 

W11.LIAMSON, James Edwards.* 

James E. Williamson, of Caswell, was a native of that 
county, born September 19, 1799. In his fifteenth year, his 
parents, James and Annie (Edwards) Williamson, removed to 
Georg^ia, where he resided until he reached manhood. He 
then returned to his native State ; studied medicine and began 
practising when twenty-six and continued to practise for forty 
years. He joined the Methodist Episcopal Church South in his 
youth and served it tor a number of years as President of the 
Board of Trustees of Greensboro Female College, as a trus- 
tee of Trinity College and as a director of the Board of Do- 
mestic Missons. He was a conservative in politics and a 
staunch friend of the Union, deprecating secession to the last, 
but became a loyal Southerner as soon as North Carolina 
withdrew from the Union. He entered the Convention on 
June 10, 1861, as the successor of Col. J. A. Graves resigned. 
He died in his native county January 23, 1867. 

Wilson, Thomas Johnson. f 

Thomas J. Wilson of Forsyth, was born December 31, 1831, 
in the southern part of Stokes county, which is now Forsyth. 
His paternal ancestors were Scotch and his maternal Qua- 
kers. He worked on a farm until eighteen. He was educated 
mainly in the neighborhood schools and at Clemsonville 
Academy. He studied law,obtaining his Superior Court license 
in 1840. In 1844 he was Solicitor for Stokes county and later 
for Forsyth and Davidson. He became Superior Court Judge 
in the Eighth District in 1874 and held office for six months 
when the Supreme Court declared his appointment unconstitu- 
tional. He was State Senator in 1876-'77, and has held no 
public office since. He is still living in Winston, but has been 
completely paralyzed for years. 

*P. H. Williamson, Reidivilk. 

f Dowd*s Reminiscences; Prominent Living North Carolinians; Wheel- 
er's Reminiscences. 
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WiNSLOW, Warren.* 

Warren Winslow, of Cumberland, was born in Payetteville, 
on January 1, 1810 ; lived and died there Aug-ust 17, 1862. 
His father was John Winslow, a prominent merchant of Fay- 
etteville. He was an alumnus of the State University, being 
a member of the class of 1827, and a lawyer by profession. 
He was elected to the State Senate in 1854 and was chosen 
Speaker of that body. On December 4, 1854, when Governor 
Reid was elected United States Senator, Warren Winslow be- 
came Governor ex officio. He was a member of the House of 
Representatives three terms, 1855-61. He was appointed by 
the President of the United States as a special commissioner 
to Spain in regard to the ^* Black Warrior Affair." He was a 
Democrat and a secessionist. He was the authoi* of several 
poems, one of them, **Moonlig-hton Lake Waccamaw" beiug" 
especially worthy of note. 

WOODFIN, NlCHOI^AS WASHINGTON, f 

The delegate from Buncombe was Nicholas Washington 
Woodfin. His ancestors emigrated to this country from Eng- 
land and were in very destitute circumstances. He was the 
fourth of twelve children born to John and Mary (Grady) 
Woodfin. He was born in the part of Buncombe, now Hen- 
derson county, January 29, 1810. His parents were unable to 
give him more than a common old field school education. At 
twenty he studied law under Governor Swain and upon attain- 
ing his majority he obtained his license and settled in Ashe- 
ville, where he soon built up a larg-e practice. For ten years, 
(1844-'54), he represented his native county in the State Sen- 
ate. He was also a very successful farmer and delivered a 
number of addresses before ag-ricultural societies, one before 
the American Agricultural Society at Ithaca, N. Y. He 
was a vestryman of the Episcopal Church. He was a Whig-, 
and as such was opposed to secession until, Lincoln called on 
the South for troops. He died in Asheville May 23, 1876. 

*Judge Buxton, Fayetteville; Wheeler's and Moore's History, 
f Miss Anna M. Woodfin, Asheville. 
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WooTEN, Richard.* 

* Richard Wooten, of Columbus, was born March 14, 1798, in 
Lenoir county, and was the ^^oungest son of Shade and Eliza- 
beth Wooten. His father was an officer under Caswell and 
took a very active part in the Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge. 
His grandfather, Council Wooten, came from Wales and landed 
on Roanoke Island in 1686. His mother was of Puritan descent 
and from Massachusetts. Shade Wooten moved to Colum- 
bus county in 1805. Richard Wooten served in the war 
of 1812 as a courier. He was elected to the House of Com- 
mons in 1819 before he was twenty-one and was re-elected in 
1820, '22, '24 and to the State Senate in 1846, '48 and '50. He 
believed in the right of secession, but did not advocate its ex- 
ercise until Lincoln made his demand for troops. He was a 
member of the Missionary Baptist Church. His death oc- 
curred on Janury 20, 1870. 

*E. C. Wooten, Prong. 

Note: To the sketch of WiUiam Foy should be appended the follow- 
ingr foot note: C. D. Foy, MaySviUe; Col. John D. Whitford, New 
Berne. To John Hill, Dr. L,, H. Hill, Germanton. 



OFFICERS OF THE CONVENTION.* 



Edwards, Wkldon Nathaniel, President.! 

Steele, Walter Leak. J 

Walter L. Steele, Principal Secretary of the Convention of 
1861, was a native of Richmond county, born at Steele's Mills, 
(now Little's Mills), on April 18, 1823. His parents were 
Thomas and Hannah (Pickett) Leak, both of English ex- 
traction. He was educated partly at Randolph-Macon, at 
Wake Forest College, and then at the University of North 
Carolina, where he was graduated in 1844. He was a member 
of the House of Commons in 1846-'48 and '50, and in 1854 and 
1856, and of the State Senate in 1858. He was a delegate to the 
National Democratic Convention at Charleston and Baltimore 
in 1860. He was elected Secretary of the Convention of 1861 
over James H. Moore, of Guilford, receiving ninety-six votes 
to nineteen for his opponent. § He was appointed Democratic 
candidate for Presidential Elector in the Sixth District in 1872; 
was a member of the Forty- fifth Congress and also of the 
Forty-Sixth, and during the latter part of his life was Presi- 
dent of the Pee Dee Manufacturing Company. He was by 
profession a lawyer. In politics he was a Democrat and in 
religion a Methodist. He died at John Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore, Maryland, on October 16, 1891. 

Edwards, Leonidas •Compton.|| 

L. C. Edwards, son of Isham and Margaret (Campbell) Ed- 

* *ln the addition making one hundred aud forty-seven names, Mr. 
Syme is not included. This name makes a total of one hundred and 
forty-eig-ht. 

f P^or sketch see p. 33. 

JGeo. S. Steele, Rockingham. 

gJournal of the Convention. 

llSelf, Oxford. 
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wards, was born in Person county on February 15, 1825. He 
was of extraction — English and Scotch-Irish. He was educated 
at Leasburg-, Caswell county, and at the University of North 
Carolina, where he graduated in 1844. He chose law as his 
profession and, soon after obtaining his license, became at- 
torney for the county of Person, which position he held until 
1852. He was elected Assistant Secretary of the Convention, 
receiving fifty-eight votes against thirty-three, twelve and 
eleven respectively for Messrs. J. A. Fox and J. A. Edwards, 
and S. A. Williams. Previous to the war he was a Whig of 
the Henry Clay school and since the war he has been a Re- 
publican in national politics. He was Reading Clerk of the 
Senate in 1868-69 and State Senator from Granville in 
1870-71. Mr. Edwards has always believed that it was 
wrong for a State to secede. He is now and has been for 
many years a practicing attorney at Oxford. 

Page, James.* 

James Page, Principal Doorkeeper of the Convention of 
1861, was born in Randolph county on June 6, 1806. His 
father was Benjamin F. Page who married Sallie Boling, 
both of whom were natives of Virginia and of Scotch-Irish 
descent. When about twenty-five years of age, he was 
elected Doorkeeper of the State Senate and served almost con- 
tinuously in this capacity until elected Doorkeeper of the Con- 
vention. In 1862, he was elected Doorkeeper of the Confed- 
erate Senate in Richmond and served there until the close of 
the war. He also served on a like position once or twice in 
the State Senate after the war. In politics, he was an old 
time Whig, but later became a Democrat. He was a com- 
municant of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, At the 
time of his death, March 6, 1876, he was proprietor of a hotel 
in Asheboro. 

LOVII.1., W1I.LIAM REDFORD.f 

The Assistant Doorkeeper of the Convention was William 

♦James G. Steed, Steeds. 
tKdward F. L/OviU, Boone. 
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Red ford Lovill who was born in Surry county, April 15, 1813, 
and is still living in Vernon county, Missouri. William 
Lovill, whose wife was Sarah Poindexter was his father. 
Wm. R. Lovill's paternal grandfather emigrated from Corn- 
wall, England, to Surry county about 1760, and served in the 
Revolutionary war and in the House of Commons two times. 
Wm. R.. Lovill served a number of times as doorkeeper of one 
or the other houses of the legislature before the war. He 
was a Whig before the war, and at first was opposed to seces- 
ion, but after Lincoln called for troops favored secession and 
armed resistance. He is a member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, South. 

Syme, John Wii.i.iam.* 

Printer to the Convention of 1861, was John William Syme, 
only child of Rev. Andrew and Jean Matherson (Cameron) 
Syme, born in Petersburg, Virginia, January 9, 1811. Andrew 
Syme was a native of Lanarkshire, Scotland, and his wife 
was the second daughter of Rev. John Cameron, one of the 
earliest ministers of the Episcopal Church in Colonial Vir- 
ginia. The preparatory training of John W. Syme was 
received at Partridge's Military School in Middletown, Con- 
necticut and from there, he went to William and Mary College 
where he was graduated. After studying law under his kins- 
man. Judge Fredrick Nash, at Hillsborough, he began the prac- 
tice in Petersburg, but soon embarked in the more congenial oc- 
cupation of editing a newspaper. His paper, *^ The Peters- 
burg Intelligencer," was for many years a leading Whig 
organ. He served for several terms in the Virginia legisla- 
ture. A number of Whigs persuaded him to remove to North 
Carolina, and assume the editorship of *^The Raleigh Regis- 
ter," which position he accepted in 1856. Mr. Syme opposed 
secession until North Carolina seceded when he strongly strong- 
ly supported the Southern cause. In 1864 he returned to Peters- 
burg and began the publication of **The Petersburg Regis- 
ter," but the life of this paper was of short duration, as the 
city was then in a state of siege. His death occurred in 
Petersburg on November 26, 1865. 

*W. L. Anderson, Raleigh. 



EOLL OF DELEGATES BY COUNTIES. 



Alamance — Thomas Ruffin, Giles Mebane. 

Alexander — A. C. Stewart, A, M. Bog-le. 

Ashe and Alleghany — J, E. Foster. 

Anson — Albert Myers, J. A. Leak. 

Beaufort— W. J. Ellison, E. J. Warren, R. S. Donnell. 

Bertie — S. B. Spruill, James Bond. 

Bladen— Thomas D. McDowell, Neill Kelly. 

Brunswick — T. D. Meares. 

Buncombe — N. W. Woodfin. 

Burke— J. C. McDowell. 

Cabarrus — Caleb — Phifer. 

Caldwell— E. W. Jones. 

Camden — D. D. Ferebee. 

Carteret — Chas. R. Thomas. 

Caswell — Pedford Brown, J. A. Graves, Jas. E. Williamson. 

Catawba — P. C, Henkel, Georg-e Sitzer. 

Chatham — John Manning-, J. H. Headen. 

Chowan— R. Dillard. 

Cherokee — A. T. Davidson, J. H. Bryson. 

Cleveland— W. J. T. Miller, J. W. Tracy. 

Columbus — Richard Wooten. 

Craven — Georg-e Green, J. D. Whitford. 

Cumberland — David McNeill, Warren Winslow, M. J. Mc- 

Duffie. 
Currituck — H. M. Shaw, J B. Jones, D. McD. Lindsay. 
Davidson— B. C. Douthitt, B. A. Kittrell. 
Davie — Robert Sprouse. 

Duplin — W. J, Houston, James Dickson, J. T. Rhodes. 
Edg^ecombe — W. S. Battle, George Howard. 
Forsyth— R. L. Patterson, T. J. Wilson, D. H. Starbuck. 
Gaston — S. X. Johnston. 
Franklin — A. D. Williams. 
Gates— A. J. Walton. 
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Granville— T. L. Hargrove, S. S. Royster, A. W. Venable. 
T. B. Lyon. 

Greene — W. A. Darden, 

Guilford— R. ?• Dick, J. A, Gilmer, Ralph Gorrell. 

Halifax— R. H. Smith, C. J. Gee, L. W. Batchelor. 

Harnett— A. S. McNeill. 

Haywood — William Hicks. 

Henderson — W. M. Shipp. 

Hertford — Kenneth Rayner, 

Hyde— E. N. Mann. 

Iredell — Anderson Mitchell, T. A. Allison. 

Jackson — W. H. Thomas. 

Johnston — C, B. Sanders. Wm. A. Smith. 

Jones — ^William Foy. 

Lenoir — J. C. Washington. 

Lincoln — William Lander, David Schenck. 

Macon — C. D. Smith. 

Madison — J. A. McDowell. 

Martin — Asa Big-gs, D. W. Bagley. 

Mecklenburg — William Johnston, J. W, Osl)orne, P. C. Cald- 
well. 

Montgomery — S. H. Christian. 

Moore — Hector Turner. 

Nash— A. H. Arrington, L. N. B. Battle. 

New Hanover— Wm. S. Ashe, R. H. Cowan, Robert Strange, 
J. L. Holmes. 

Northampton — D. A. Barnes, J. M. Moody. 

Onslow— E. W. Ward, A. J. Murrill. 

Orange — W. A. Graham, John Berry. 

Pasquotank — R. K. Speed. 

Perquimans — J. S. Cannon. 

Person — J. W. Cunningham. 

Pitt— Bryan Grimes, F, B. Saterthwaite, P. A. Atkinson. 

Randolph— W. J. Long, A. G. Foster. 

Richmond— W. F. Leak. 

Robeson— J. C. Fuller, J. C. Sutherland. 

Rockingham— D. S. Reid, E. T. Brodnax. 
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Rowan — Burton Craig-e, H, C. Jones, R. A. Caldwell. 
Rutherford — J, H. Carson, Micajah Durham, G. W. Michal. 
Sampson — Thomas Bunting-, R. A. MoseleyT 
Stanly — Eben Hearne. 
Stokes — John Hill, A. H. Joyce. 
Surry— T. V, Hamlin. 
Tyrrell— Eli Spruill. 
Union — H. M. Houston. 

Wake— G. E. Badger, K. P. Battle, W. W. Holden. 
Warren — Weldon N. Edwards, F. A. Thornton. 
Washing-ton — Wm. S. Pettigrew. 
Wataug-a — J. W. Councill. 
Wayne — Geo, V. Strong-, E..A. Thompson. 
Wilkes — James Galloway, Peter Eller. 
Yadkin— R. F. Armfield. 
Yancey — M. P. Penland. 
7 



THE LEGISLATION OF THE CON YEl^TION 

OF 1861. 



BY KKMP P. BATTLE, I<L.D., A DELKGATE FROM WAKE COUNTY. 



As Mr. McCormick, witli creditable perseverance and accu- 
racy, lias given sketches of the ofi&cers and delegates to the 
Convention of the State, which met on the 20th of May, 1861, 
with powers unrestricted, but with implied instructions to 
attempt to separate from the Federal Union, an act equivalent 
to a declaration of war, I deem it proper to chronicle the 
leading measures passed or rejected by that body. 

ITS SESSIONS. 

The Convention held four sessions. 

The first began on May 20th and ended June 28th, 1861, 

The second began November 18th and ended December 13th, 
1861. 

The third began January 20th and ended February 26th, 
1862. 

The fourth began April 21st and ended May 13th, 1862. 

The Convention passed a resolution* on April 30th 1862, to 
adjourn on the 12th of May following, subject to the call of 
President Edwards, and in case of his death, of Messrs. Gra- 
ham, Howard, Badger, Smith of Halifax, and Rayner, or a 
majority of them, at any time previous to November 1st, 1862, 
and that if not called together before that time, it should 
stand adjourned sine die. As it was not convened again, the 
final dissolution of the body was on November 1st, 1862. 

A similar resolution was adopted June 26th, 1861, fixing 
the date of reassembling on the third Monday of November of 
that year, unless sooner convened by the President, or in case 

* Journal of Convention, Fourth Session, p. 32. 
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of his deatli, by any three of the following- : Messrs. Ruffin, 
Graham, Brown, Osborne, Big-g-s. 

A similar resolution was adopted in regard to the third 
session. 

KULKS OF OKDER. 

These were reported by a committee,* through ex-Governor 
Reid, Chairman. A few observations concerning them will 
suflSce. 

The order of motionsf adopted varied from that of many 
other bodies. It was to adjourn, to lay on the table, to post- 
p>one indefinitely, to postpone to a day certain, to commit, to 
amend. The motion for the previous question, which is in 
some manuals, was omitted. Some manuals also have the 
motion to postpone indefinitely at the end of the list. 

Each motion, as usual, had preference before all below it. 
The first and second were not debatable. ''Motion to ad- 
journ is always in order," was one of the rules, yet in prac- 
tice, notwithstanding the word "always," some business was 
required to intervene between two such motions. 

The president was expressly allowed to cast only one vote, 
and, if a tie resulted, the question was lost. 

Jefferson's Manual was prescribed as authority on points 
not covered by the rules. 

Any member could call for a count by rising and sitting, or 
by tellers. It took one fifth of those present to call for the 
yeas and nays, whereas by the old Constitution two could do 
it in either branch of the General Assembly. 

I give some rulings in special cases. 

As soon as the president and principal secretary were 
elected, J Mr. Badger oifered his "Ordinance of Revolution." 
Objection was made that he was premature, that the sergeant 
at arms and other officers had not been chosen. "I am in 
order," said he. " The Convention is organized. As soon as 

* Convention Journal, p. 19. 
f Convention Journal, p. 19. 
X Convention Journal; p. 6. 
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a body has a head to direct and a hand to record, it is org-an- 
ized." He was sustained and Craige's Ordinance of Secession 
was oifered and adopted as a substitute, the vote being- taken 
after the election of the remaining oflScers. 

On another occasion* Mr. Badger contended that when the 
ayes and noes had not been called and recorded, any member, 
whether he voted with the majority or not, could make a mo- 
tion to reconsider. **Wemustgo by the journal," said he, 
** and that does not show any minority vote. When the ayes 
and noes are not called all are presumed to vote with the ma- 
jority." His position was accepted as correct. 

Mr. Badger was considered the best authority on parlia- 
mentary law, and I think ex-Governor Graham next. It was 
on Mr. Badger's motion * that a number of rules were added 
to those reported by ex-Governor Reid. Among them was one 
that every resolution and every report of a committee should 
lie over one day for consideration. 

The President was a good officer and his decisions were 
only twice overruled by the House, the points against him 
being taken by Mr. Badger. In the first instance! the Con- 
vention decided, that a motion to rescind a resolution to ad- 
journ, of which motion notice had been given the preceding 
day, was not bound to lie over for another day. In the sec- 
ond instance the decision that a motion to rescind a resolution 
of adjournment did not require three readings. It is fair to 
state that the President and his peculiar friends were desirous 
of adjourning on the day first agreed on and this wish may 
have biased his judgment. The vote on the first appeal was 
35 to 45 ; on the second 39 to 43, and on the question of re- 
scinding the adjournment resolution, 50 to 38. 

COMMITTEES FROM TIME TO TIME. 

The following is a list of the Chairmen of Committees. 
The President in the constitution of the committees, as a 

*The authority for this is my recollection. 
f Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 174. 
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rule, g-ave the first place, as well as the majority of the mem- 
bers, to the Original Secessionists, or those who acted with 
them. 

Burton Craig-e, and after his resignation, Ex-Chief Justice, 
Thomas Ruffin, on the Address to the People showing the 
propriety of the Ordinance of Secession. I think this com- 
mittee never reported, 

George Howard, on Military Affairs. 

Kenneth Rayner, on Finance. 

N. W. Woodfin, on the Supply of Salt. 

Asa Biggs, on Test Oaths. 

Wm. A. Graham, on the Legislative Department. 

George Howard, on the Executive Department. 

Thomas Ruffin, ex-Chief Justice, on the Judicial Depart- 
ment. 

James W. Osborne, on the Modes of Amending the Consti- 
tution. 

David Schenck, on the Stay Law. 

Wm. S. Pettigrew, on the Rights of Foreigners, Schools, &c. 

F. B. Satterthwaite, on Army Contracts. 

F. B. Satterthwaite, on the Assumption of the Confederate 
Tax. 

Thomas Ruffin, ex-Chief Justice, on Taxation, Revenue, &c. 

John Manning, on the Coal Field Connection. 

Kenneth Rayner, on the Political Status of Citizens of the 
State who Hold Office under the United States. Also on a 
Constitutional Amendment in regard to calling the ayes aud 
noes. 

Wm. J. Ellison, on the Bill of Rights. 

George V. Strong, on Lands in Haywood County belonging 
to Alien Enemies. 

R. F. Armfield, on Distilleries. 

Archibald D. Williams, on the Propriety of Enslaving Free 
Negroes. This committee did not report. 

George Howard, on Annual Elections and Sessions of the 
General Assembly. 

R. F. Armfield, on the 31st Section of the Constitution, in 



102 JAMES SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 

relation to clergymen being* members of the General As- 
sembly. 

Wm, H. Thomas, of Jackson, on the Basis of Representa- 
tion, on Justices of the Peace, and on Public Schools. 

W. J. Headen, on Property Qualifications for Office. 

THE ORDINANCE OF SECESSION AND THE ADOPTION OF THE 
CONFEDERATE CONSTITUTIONS. 

As stated by Mr. McCormick the Secession Ordinance was 
passed and ratified on the 20th of May, 1861.* On the next 
day all the 120 deleg-ates publicly sig-ned the same, the Con- 
vention ordering- it to be deposited in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State. 

The Provisional Constitutionf of the Confederate States 
was adopted on the 20th of May, but, strangely, was not rati- 
fied until the 20th of June. The motion;}: to refer it to a vote 
of the people failed 72 to 34. 

The Ordinance^ adopting" the Permanent Constitution of 
the Confederate States, passed on the 6th of June and was rati- 
fied June 19th, 1861. The motion, by ex-Governor Graham, 
to add a proviso, that full provision should be made for the 
representation of North Carolina in proportion to popula- 
ion, in presidential and cong-ressional elections, was neg- 
atived, 39 to 79. The motion to restrict speeches on the 
adoption of the Constitution, failed by 60 to 50. The motion 
to refer the Constitution to a vote of the people was neg'a- 
tived, 38 to 75. A motion to g-ive the State the right to 
secede, whenever in her opinion the powers conferred on the 
Confederate States should be perverted to the injury of her 
people, received 26 votes for, to 88 against it. The vote for 
the Constitution on its adoption** was 117 to 0. The three 
absent members favored it. 

*Conyeiition Journal, 1st Session, p. 26. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 30. 
^Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 17. 
((Convention Journal, pp. 69-73. 
**Convention Ordinances, p. 28. 
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It was evident that those who favored restricting debate, 
and, on the other preliminary questions, voted in the nega- 
tive, desired to show their confidence in the Confederate 
Government by immediate and unconditional ratification. 
After this was accomplished, they favored the passage of the 
Ashe resolution. 

The Ashe resolution clearly claimed the right of secession 
for cause deemed adequate by a state in convention assembled, 
and that the powers conferred emanated from the people of 
the state in its sovereign capacity. The motion to suspend 
the rules for its consideration failed, 49 to 53.* Subsequent- 
ly the motion to lay it on the table received a tie vote 55 to 
55, and therefore failed. A special order coming on displaced 
the resolution and it was not called up again. The bulk of. 
the opposition to its passage came from the * * Old Union " 
men. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

Ordinance to definef and punish treason against the State. 
Its terms are identical with those in the Federal Constitution. 

The question of the taxation^ of slaves according to their 
value, instead of by a per capita ta^f only on those between 
the ages of 12 and 50, which was the chief issue in the state 
political campaign of 1860, was settled by a constitutional 
amendment requiring that land and slaves should be taxed 
according to their value, and that the capitation tax on free 
males between 21 and 45 years of age should be the same as 
that on $300 worth of those properties. 

As Jews§ volunteered in the army and subscribed money 
for the war with as much alacrity as Christians, the clause of 
the Constitution debarring them from office, was changed to 
debar only those denying *' the divine authority of both the 
Old and New Testaments." 

^Convention Journal, First Session, p. 74, 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 7. 
:|: Convention Ordinances, p. 32. 
gConvention Ordinances, p. 56. 
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Another constitutional chang-e* required one fifth of the 
members present in the Senate and House of Representatives, 
to call the ayes and noes. 

The provision! to prohibit United States' officers from 
holding" office in North Carolina was changed so as to apply 
the prohibition to Confederate States' officers. 

The additional qualification^ of six months residence in the 
Senatorial district, was required of voters for Senators. The 
amendment of 1857 required residence for twelve months in 
the State only. 

The Convention§ conferred on North Carolina officers and 
soldiers, in or out of the State, the right to vote for represen- 
tatives in Congress, Presidential electors and state and county 
officers. Three freeholders of each company, under direction 
of the commander of the regiment, held the election and cer- 
tified the returns. 

The Ordinance** allowing citizens, entitled to vote for Gov- 
ernor in the county of their domicile, to vote in any county in 
the State, was made permanent during the continuance of 
the war, and was therefore virtually a part of the Constitu- 
tion. 

It was voted by 93 to 18 that a seat in the Confederate 
Congress was incompatible with a seat in the Convention, 
and all the delegates elected to the Provisional Congress 
promptly sent in their resignations. 

Near the close of thie Fourth Session, in May 1862, the Con- 
vention designated the following ordinances as being perma- 
nent and irrepealable.tt 

I. The Ordinance to dissolve the Union. 

II. The Ordinance defining treason against the State. 

III. The Ordinance ratifying the Provisional Constitution 
of the Confederate States, 

^Convention Ordinances, p. 56. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 29. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 158. 
§Convention Ordinances, p. 40. 
^♦Convention Ordinances, p. 165. 
tfConvention Ordinances, p. 147. 
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IV. The Ordinatice ratifying the Constitutioti of the Con- 
federate States. 

V. The Ordinance to amend the 4th Section of the 4th 
Article of the Amendments to the Constitution of the State. 
(Substituting- Confederate for United States.) 

VI. The Ordinance in relation to Taxation. (Taxing 
slaves as property.) 

VII. The Ordinance securing to certain oflScers and sol- 
diers the right to vote. 

VIII. The Ordinance in relation to taking the yeas and 
nays in the General Assembly. 

IX. The Ordinance to amend the 2nd Section of the 4th 
Article of the Amendment to the Constitution. (Allowing 
Jews to hold oiB&ce.) 

X. The Ordinance in relation to Electors of the Senate. 
(Requiring six months residence in the district.) 

XI. The Ordinance concerning the election of Governor. 
(Requiring election on 1st Thursday in August, 1863.) 

XII. The Ordinance to allow certain persons (refugees) 
to vote for Governor in any other county than that in which 
they reside. 

The Convention claimed and exercised* authority over the 
General Assembly by changing the date of their adjourned 
session from June 25th to August 15th, 1861, as well as by 
repealing or modifying some of their acts. By expressly 
giving that body the power to repeal or modify certain ordi- 
nances, it seems ,to have been claimed, that without such 
authority they would be irrepealable. Most lawyers, however, 
seemed to hold that an ordinance, in the nature of legislation, 
not made a part of the Constitution, would have no more 
sanctity than an act of Assembly. 

The construction^ had been placed on the State Constitu- 
tion that Governor Henry T. Clark, the successor, as Speaker 
of the Senate, of Governor Ellis, deceased, could hold the ex- 
ecutive oJB&ce only while he continued to be such Speaker, 

^Ordinances of Convention, p. 7. 
JConvention Ordinances, p. 141. 
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that is, until the election day, the first Thursday in August, 
1862, As the Governor then elected would not be inaugu- 
rated until the 1st day of January, 1863, there would be an 
interregnum. To prevent this the Convention requ'red the 
term of the new Governor to begin on the second Monday in 
September 1862, and Governor Clark to continue in his ofl&ce 
until that day. Colonel Z. B. Vance was elected over Col. 
Wm. Johnston. 

TKOOPS, &C., FOR THE CONFEDERACY. 

Early in June, 1861, in secret session, ex-Chief Justice Ruf- 
fin and ex-Governor Graham were appointed a committee to 
confer with President Davis in relation to the transfer of the 
military and naval forces of North Carolina to the Confeder- 
acy. * President Davis announced that, in accordance with 
his construction of an act of the Provisional Congress, in ac- 
cepting such transfer, the Confederate Government would ap- 
point all paymasters, quartermasters, commissaries and sur- 
geons, as well as generals of brigades and divisions. More- 
over, he stated that for the future he would make requisition 
on the States by companies and issue commissions to their of- 
ficers, where the requisite number of men should be furnished. 
The committee deemed it proper to declare their opinion that 
both these measures were unconstitutional, the States having 
the right to appoint all officers, but the convention took no 
official notice of their protest. 

The ordinancet of transfer was ratified on the 27th of June, 
1861. The ten regiments of ** State troops," enlisted for the 
war, were ordered to be turned over by regiments, and recruit- 
ing for them to cease August 20th following, The same dis- 
position was to be made of naval forces and vessels, the vessels 
not accepted to be sold. 

President Davis, having intimated that he would accept two 
thousand volunteers for twelve months in addition to the four 
twelve months regiments then in the Confederate service, the 

♦Convention Documents. 

f Convention Ordinances, p. 37. 
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same were directed to be turned over to the Confederacy to- 
gether with such others as the President, on a second tender, 
mig-ht be willing- to accept, and all others were discharged on 
the 20th August. 

The Military Board was abolished on the same date, but 
the Military Secretary was continued until September 20th for 
settlement of military accounts. 

On the 14th of February, * 1862, in order to meet the requi- 
sitions of the Confederate Government then and thereafter to 
be made, the duty was imposed upon the Governor to call for 
volunteers for not exceeding three years, to be discharged 
sooner if the war should not continue so long. He was in- 
structed also to call upon the counties to furnish their quotas 
by volunteering. 

The Governor was further required to call upon the captains 
of twelve months volunteer companies to make known to them 
that it was the earnest desire of the Convention and of the 
people of North Carolina that they should enlist for three 
years or the war, and to put the question to each man indi- 
vidually as to whether he would enlist, and then to take his 
written agreement in case of consent. 

All volunteer companies re-enlisting could retain their ex- 
isting organizations, or reorganize at their option, electing 
new officers. The Governor was also authorized to appoint 
captains and lieutenants to recruit men for three years or the 
war, provided that a captain must secure forty privates, a 
first lieutenant twenty-five, and a second lieutenant fifteen 
privates. 

Future vacanciesf in company offices were to be filled by 
promotion of those next in grade. 

As a further inducement a bounty of $50 was offered to all 
non-commissioned officers, musicians and privates for enlist- 
ments for the term mentioned. 

Also the Confederate Congress^ was recommended to offer 

* Convention Ordinances, pp. 116-118. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 113. 
JConvention Ordinances, p. 127. 



108 JAMES SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 

inducements, by bounties and pensions, by keeping the com- 
panies tog-ether and allowing the men to elect their officers, to 
the one year volunteers in order to persuade them to re- 
enlist. 

Afterwards* on May 12th of the same year, the $50 bounty 
was more specifically decided to be paid, to all volunteers be- 
tween eighteen and thirty- five for three years or the war, in- 
cluding those accepted by the Confederacy and credited to 
North Carolina, to all volunteers of the same ages for less 
than three years or the war, who may continue in service by 
virtue of the Conscription Act ; to all persons, substitutes ex- 
cepted, mustered into companies already organized under the 
said act ; to all volunteers over thirty-five, and under eighteen 
declining to be discharged as allowed by said act, and all 
who volunteered after February 19th 1862. 

The lands on whichf were situate forts, light-houses, bea- 
cons, marine hospitals, the mint in Charlotte and arsenal in 
Fayetteville, were vested in the Confederate States on the 
same terms as they were held by the United States. 

The Confederate Congress! was by resolution requested to 
reopen the mints of the South. This request was never com- 
plied with. 

The State Librarian^ was ordered to transmit a set of the 
North Carolina Supreme Court Reports to the Department of 
Justice of the Confederacy. 

On the 6th of December 1861,** on motion of an old Union 
man, Mr. Hamilton C. Jones, the Convention reiterated its 
confidence in the justice of the Confederate cause, declaring 
that all sacrifices should be made for independence, and de- 
scribing in lurid terms '* the cruel and barbarous manner in 
which our enemies have carried on the war" * * *'in 
which robbery and arson are principal means of aggression". 

^Convention Ordinances, p. 163. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 36. 
^:Convention Ordinances, p. 108. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 49. 
♦^Convention Ordinances, p. 51. 
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'* Our separation is final." Pull confidence in President Da- 
vis was expressed as well as gratitude to our soldiers. 

STATE MII.ITARY MEASURES. 

Governor Ellis, on May 27th, 1861, reported that there were 
10,717 volunteers already accepted. The 10,000 State troops, 
enlisted for the war, had not been entirely raised. He esti- 
mated that, including- these latter, 15,350 troops will be needed 
for State defence to cost $6,625,000 per annum, but it is certain 
that the Confederate States will accept and pay one regiment 
of cavalry, one of artillery and twelve regiments of infantry, 
leaving for this State $3,120,968. 

From the arsenal at Fayetteville had been obtained 33,314 
of best muskets and 3,686 Mississippi rifles, of which were 
sent to Virg-inia 9,500. There were also one field battery, 6 
bronze cannon, and 2 iron 6-pounder field guns. 

There had been purchased of J. R. Anderson & Co., (Trede- 
gar Iron Works), of Richmond, Va., 9 cannon of different 
sizes. Fort Caswell had 24 guns, (cannon) ordered and 20 
more 32-pounders on the way, and 500 troops. 

Fort Johnston had 280 troops and 6 cannon, Bolle's Bat- 
tery, at Confederate Point, had 60 troops and 3 cannon. Rad- 
cliffe Battery, 60 troops with 2 cannon and 150 more troops at 
Wilmington. Fort Point below New Berne had 46 cannon, 
troops not mentioned. Ocracoke had 1 cannon in position, 
with 14 on the way, one a long 68-pounder. Hatteras had 16 
cannon, with 4 long 68-pounders on the way. Fort Macon, 
4 Columbiads reported, a number of 32's and 64's not report- 
ed, *'but the position fully armed." 

Of the officers of the army of the United States there were 
thirty-five appointed from North Carolina, of ;vhom thirty- 
one were natives. Fourteen had tendered their services to 
the State, These were Major Theo. H. Holmes, Captains R. 
C. Gatling, R. C. Campbell, Robert Ransom. First Lieuten- 
ants, George B. Anderson, W. D. Pender, R. H. Riddick. 
Second-Lieutenants, Jos. P. Jones, Sol. Williams, Alexander 
McRae, Lawrence S. Baker, Gabriel H. Hill, S. D. Ramseur, 
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R. C. Hill. Besides these Captain John H. Winder, of 
Maryland, Major James A. Bradford, of Tennessee, and Sec- 
ond Lieutenant W. G. Robison, born in Canada, but appoint- 
ed from North Carolina, had also tendered their services. 

Of the cadets of the United States Military Academy at 
West Point the following had resigned and tendered their 
services. Alexander D. Moore, James E. Craige, George S. 
Lovejoy, Oliver C. Petway, Paul F. Faison, George W. Clay- 
ton, Robert B. Cowan, John W. Lea. 

Of those in the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Wm. F. 
Moore, Thomas S. Galloway, Fisk. 

The following of&cers of the navy of the United States re- 
signed and tendered their services: Commanders John Man- 
ning and Wm. T. Muse, Lieutenants John T. Cook, W. E. 
Boudinot, John N. Maffit, Peter U. Murphy, Paymaster 
John Johnson; Professor of Mathematics A. W. Lawrence; 

Lieutenant of Marines, W W. Kirkland, and Master 

Kerr, Third Lieutenant in Revenue Service M. W. Brown. 

Steamers Ellis and Albemarle were purchased and steamer 
Kehukee chartered by the State.* 

In June, 1861, f the Governor was authorized to accept a 
half regiment, or battalion, of cavalry for the war, in addi- 
tion to the regiment already raised. 

Also recruits! were authorized to be raised for the 1st Reg- 
iment of Volunteers, which regiment was authorized to in- 
scribe "Bethel" on its colors. § 

The Governor was empowered,** in his discretion, to trans- 
fer to Col. Wharton J. Green's Independent Regiment of Vol- 
unteers, certain companies, provided that no person should be 
so transferred without his written consent. 

On the 12th of December, 1862, tt the Governor was author- 
ized to receive a twelve months Battalion of Infantry, from 

♦Convention Documents, 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 30. 
ifConvention Ordinances, p. 31. 
gConvention Ordinances, p. 6. 
♦♦Convention Ordinances, p. 50 and 55. 
ttConvention Ordinances, p. 74. 
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volunteers, who had belonged to the LaFayette Light Infantry, 
and the Independent Light Infantry, of Payetteville, which 
companies had belonged to the First, or Bethel, Regiment, 
with the right to be enlarged to a regiment, and to elect its 
own officers, but the battalion or regiment was to be trans- 
ferred to the Confederate Government as soon as practicable. 

On the 21st of January, 1862,* in anticipation of the ex- 
pected advance of the Federals, the Governor was authorized 
to order out such portions of the militia as he might deem 
necessary to repel the invasion of the State. Shortly before 
that datet the Convention ordained that the militia should 
not be required to assemble for drill and muster more than 
once in each month, except for battalion or regimental mus- 
ter. 

The militia,! while in service, were to receive the same pay 
as volunteers. 

The Governor, § in February, 1862 was authorized to raise 
three companies of artillery for the defence of Wilmington, 

The State Quartermasters and Commissaries** were ordered 
to provide for North Carolina Volunteers, necessarily detain- 
ed at rail-road stations. 

Five thousand copiesft of the Confederate States Army Reg- 
ulations were ordered to be printed for the use of the troops 
of this State. 

A State Flag J J was adopted; a red field with a white star in 
the centre; above the star, "May 20th, 1775 "and below it 
*'May 20th, 1861." There were two bars of equal width, the 
upper blue, the lower, white. 

Wm. R. Lovell§§ was paid $82 for advances by him for the 
use of sick soldiers at Manassas. 

♦Ordinances of Convention, p. 79. 
f Ordinances of Convention, p. 68. 
:(Ordinances of Convention, p. 33. 
§Ordinances of Convention, p. 114. 
♦♦Convention Ordinances, p. 116. 
tfConvention Ordinances, p. 8. 
JJConvention Ordinances, p. 32. 
{§Convention Ordinances, p. 121. 
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Rev. F. V. Hoskins* was allowed $100 for two months ser- 
vices as Chaplain to the 7th Reg-iment of North Carolina 
Volunteers, while prisoners of war in 1861. And Rev. Mor- 
ris H. Vaughanf the same amount for like service of two 
months at Roanoke Station in the same year. 

FINANCIAL LEGISLATION. 

The following" legislation* shows the estimated expendi- 
tures submitted to the Convention in May, 1861. It certainly 
quickened the desire of the Convention for turning over 
troops to the Confederacy. 

In the Field. 

One regiment of artillery, $ 267,290 

One regiment of cavalry, 352,548 

Eight regiments of infantry at $240,348, 1,922,184 

Four volunteer regiments of infantry, 961,342 



3,504,084 



For the Reserve, 

One regiment of cavalry, 352,546 

Five regiments of infantry, 1,201,740 



Total reserve. 1,554,288 
Aggregate expense of the fourteen regiments in 

the field and six regiments in reserve, 5,058,702 

Clothing 15,350 men at $30 each, 460,500 

Accoutrements $5 each, . 76,750 

Horses 1191 at $150 each, $188,650 

Value at end of two years, two-thirds, 119.100 59,550 

Fixed ammunition, 427,126 

Bounty and contingencies, 427,126 

Twenty chaplains, $1800 each, 36,000 

Sixty surgeons and assistant surgeons, 91,200 

^Convention Ordinances, p. 145. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 143. 
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General staff, including- commissary's quartermas- 
ter's, paymaster's and commander-in-chief s- 
staff, 53,916 

Add estimate for tents, transportation and contin- 

g"encies, makes a total, 6,500,000 

Add estimates for naval expenditures, 125,000 

And the g-rand total was. 6,625,000 

Assuming- that the Confederate Government would assume 
the pay and subsistence of the fourteen reg-iments in actual 
service, the expense to the state was estimated at $3,120,986 
In February, 1862, the Committee of Finance, through Ray- 
ner. Chairman, reported the actual monthly expenses, as fol- 
lows : I omit cents. 



Disbursements for 


military 


Disbursements for other 


purposes. 




purposes. 


April, 1861, 


$ 6,295 


April, 1861, $ 29,316 


May, " 


296,001 


May, " 64,200 


June, " 


447,309 


June, " 286,240 


July, " 


525,436 


July, " 69,939 


Aug., " 


392,944 


Aug., " 46,897 


Sep., " 


501,025 


Sep., " 48,687 


Oct., " 


590,173 


Oct., " 75,958 


Nov., " 


406,184 


Nov., " 68,293 


Dec, " 


385,736 


Dec, " 44,878 


Jan., 1862, 


425.856 


Jan., 1862, 189,293 



Total, $3,976,934 Total, $923,707 

The Committee state further that there was a very larg-e 
amount of outstanding claims, not yet audited. The bounty of 
$50 to each of 38,000 troops would alone amount to $1,900,000. 
They estimated that the expenditures for the rest of the year 
would probably be greater than for the past year, owing- to the 
preparations on an enlarged scale for the defense of the State 
and for a more vig-orous prosecution of the war. 

The Committee did not state what portion of the foreg-oing- 
expenses would be repaid by the Confederate Government. 

*ConTention Documents. 
8 
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The Convention* showed extreme anxiety for protection of 
the eastern section. The consideration of the Permanent Con- 
federate Constitution was postponed for many days in order 
to discuss the the ways and means. An Ordinance was rati- 
fied on the 28th of June, 1861, for the purpose of providing- 
adequate means. It is a fair sample of the financial legisla- 
tion of the war. 

$3,200,000 was appropriated to meet the demands of the 
Treasury for two years. This sum was to be raised as fol- 
lows: $200,000 by issuing notes, payable on January 1, 1866, 
to bearer, designed to circulate as money, viz, $40,000 ten 
cent, $60,000 twenty five cent, and $10\),000 fifty cent 
notes. 

The public Treasurer to borrow from the banks, or private 
individuals, not over $3,000,000, including what had been 
loaned by the banks under Act, ratified April 11th, 1861. 
This act was repealed. 

To enable the Treasurer to borrow this money he was au- 
thorized to issue six per cent twelve months bonds. If he 
could not pay the same at maturity he was empowered to 
renew on terms deemed by him best, or negotiate new loans 
at his discretion. 

The banks, who should lend such part of the three million 
dollars as was proportionate to their capital, were authorized 
to issue $1, $2 and $2>^ bills, equal to five per cent of their 
capital stock paid in, and were relieved of the obligation to 
pay specie on any of their circulating notes during the con- 
tinuance of the loan. 

Falsely counterfeiting, or passing, state treasury notes was 
to be punished by standing one hour in the pillory, and re- 
ceiving thirty nine lashes on bare back, and being imprisoned 
not less than three years, all or any such punishments at the 
discretion of the court. 

On the 1st of December,t 1871, the Convention, in order to 
meet the demands on the treasury up to January 1st, 1863, 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 42. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 57. 
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authorized the issue of three millions of dollars of circulating 
notes payable to bearer, on or before January 1st, 1865, to 
bear six per cent, interest. They were receivable for taxes 
and other state dues and exchangeable for six per cent, thirty 
years coupon bonds, at the option of the holder. The denom- 
inations were as follows : 



$5 notes, 


$400,000. 


10 


400,000. 


20 


400,000. 


50 


800,000. 


100 ''' 


500,000. 


200 '' 


500,000, 



If any of these should be paid into the treasury they were 
to be cancelled but other notes were to be issued in their 
place. 

There were to be the same penalties for counterfeiting and 
passing these as in the case of the first issue. 

On the 25th of January, 1862,* the provision for interest 
was stricken out, and the amounts of the several denomina- 
tions changed, so that one half of the whole was to be of $5s, 
one fourth $10s and one fourth $20s, the object of course being 
to make them acceptable as a circulating medium. The re- 
sult, however, was that long before the war closed these notes 
were largely hoarded, as being of superior value to Confeder- 
ate notes. 

The ordinance in June, 1861, at first met with some criti- 
cism as being against the Provisional Constitution, but as it 
was passed after the ratification of the Permanent Constitu- 
tion, which contained no prohibition against the issue of bills 
of credit, the objection did not hold. 

There was excited discussion about removing the interest 
bearing feature from the issues of December. Mr. Woodfin 
championed the affirmative. He was aided by Mr. Thomp- 
son, of Wayne and others. The chief argument was that the 
payment of interest caused the notes to be hoarded, and 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 79. 



116 JAMES SPRUNT HISTORICAI. MONOGRAPHS 

where this was not done, their free circulation was impeded 
by the difficulty of circulation among- plain people. Messrs. 
Ruffin, Graham and others opposed the change. It prevail- 
ed by 78 to 13. 

On the 6th of December, 1861,* Col. Dennis D. Perebee was 
sent as a commissioner to arrange with the Confederate Gov- 
ernment for the payment by the State of the Confederate tax 
of fifty cents on each $100 worth of property. 

On the 17th of February, 1862, f the Convention assumed 
the payment of the Confederate tax. Treasury notes, bear- 
ing seven per cent interest, convertible into seven per cent 
coupon bonds, were to be issued for raising the amount due. 
A special tax was levied on the subjects taxed by the Confed- 
eracy. 

On the 26th of February, 1862, J the notes issued already 
were authorized to be funded in eight per cent, coupon bonds, 
also to be receivable for taxes and other public dues. When 
received into the treasury they could be paid out again. 
$2,500,000 additional notes were ordered to be issued, of 
which $1,000,000 was to be of the denominations of $2, $1, 
fifty cents, twenty-five cents and ten cents. It was made un- 
lawful for sheriffs and tax-collectors to receive the notes of 
banks refusing to take in and pay out State treasury notes. 

Shortly before the final adjourment further provision was 
made for the public treasury by the issue of additional treas- 
ury notes, aggregating $2,000,000, viz: 
$800,000 in five dollars, 
700,000 in ten dollars, 
500,000 in twenty dollars, 
10,000 in five cents, 
10,000 in ten cents. 

Authority was given to the public treasurer to employ clerks 
for signing the notes. 

He was further authorized to borrow any part of the 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 56. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 115. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 129, 
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$2,000,000 in advance of issuing* the notes, to bepaid by them 
when duly signed, 

A tax on money on hand* equal to that at interest was im- 
posed, the rate being one fifth of one per cent. This was in 
February, 1862. 

The commissioners of Wilmingtonf were authorized on 
February 26, 1862, to borrow money for fortifying and 
defending the city and obstructing the river, but no ob- 
structions could be placed without the consent of the Confed- 
erate officer in command. The same privilege was extended 
to New Berne, Washington, and other towns asking for it. 

On FebruaryJ 21st, 1862, a tax was levied of thirty cents 
per gallon on spirituous liquors made of grain until April 
15th, 1862. After that such manufacture was prohibited and 
made a misdemeanor. A tax of one dollar a gallon was levied 
on spirituous liquors of all kinds made out of the State and 
sold therein. 

The exemption from taxation § of $500 worth of property of 
each tax-payer, granted at the Second Extra session, 1861, of 
the General Assembly, was repealed. 

The volunteers** in the army were relieved of all poll tax 
for 1861 and all preceding years. 

BOARD OF CI^AIMS, 

A Board of Claims, ft three in number, was formed to audit 
all claims for advancements by counties, towns or individuals 
for troops prior to their being turned over to the Confederate 
g-overnment. They were to act on ** principles of equity and 
justice." They were to take an oath of office and have power 
to administer oaths and require affidavits. A clerk at $4 per 
day was allowed. They were to receive $6 per day, the Gov- 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 127. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 128. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 119. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 82. 
**Convention Ordinances, p. 35. 
ffConvention Ordinances, p. 5. 
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ernor to fill vacancies, and their findings to be reported to the 
Convention for payment. The ordinance was to expire on 
September, 15, 1861. 

On December 11, 1861, the ordinance was extended to Janu- 
ary 1st, 1863,* with the added duty to pass upon accounts of 
disbursing" officers and agents, to report all guilty of fraud to 
the Governor for dismissal, and to the Attorney General for 
criminal prosecution. 

The Board was vested with the power of compelling at- 
tendance of witnesses, production of papers and enforcing an- 
swers by process of contempt. Disbursing officers were to 
make quarterly statements with vouchers. It was required 
also to make semi-annual reports to the Governor of the con- 
dition of the finances with suggestions, he to lay the same be- 
fore the Legislature. The commissioners were to be paid 
$2,000 per annum. They were to prepare the claims of this 
State against the Confederacy with proper vouchers. 

Subsequently the Boardf was directed in the recess of the 
Convention and after its adjournment to report to the General 
Assembly. 

The reports to the Convention may be found on pages 62 to 
68, 123 to 127, 145, 146 to 149, and p. 162 of the ordinances. 

The votes for Commission ersj of the Board of Claims were: 

On the First Ballot. 

B. P. Moore received 48 votes, 

P. H. Winston, Jr., *' 37 



R. B. Vance, 




11 


John H. Dillard, 




26 


V, A. McBee, 




17 


Thomas S. Ashe, 




24 


John Manning 




17 


S. P. Phillips, 




42 


John Norfleet, 




15 



*Convention Ordinances, p. 75. 
fConvention Ordinances, pp. 45-145. 
JConvention Journal, p. 129. 
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R. L. Patterson, received 20 votes, 
Joseph B. Batchelor, '' 33 *' 
Patrick Murphy, *' 17 

M. B. Lanier, '* 4 

J. J. Erwin, " 6 

As 104 voted there was no election. 

On the Second Ballot, 



B. F. Moore, 




received 56 vc 


P. H. Winston, 


Jr., 


(( 


51 


S. F. Phillips, 




(( 


49 


J. B. Batchelor, 




(( 


46 


J. H. Dillard, 




(( 


37 


The others, 




( ( 


under 30. 


B. F. Moore was elected 


, 





On the Third Ballot. 

S. F. Phillips received 65 votes. 

P. H. Winston, Jr , " 63 

J. H. Dillard, '* 39 

J. B. Batchelor, ''40 

Winston and Phillips were elected. 
All the men voted for had hig-h reputation for character 
and business sense. The decisions of the board met with uni- 
versal approval. 

SALT AND OTHER WORKS. 

The Committee on salt for the people* reported, through 
Mr, N. W. Woodfin, Chairman, that 500,000 bushels for one 
year were required, and that only 100,000 bushels were on 
hand; at least 300,000 bushels would be needed in six or 
eig-ht weeks ; that it was necessary to manufacture it on the 
sea-coast out of sea-water, because the only interior source of 
supply was at the works near Abingdon, Virginia. These 
furnished 2500 bushels a day, but that was only one tenth of 

♦Con vention Documents. 
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the demand. Fortified by a letter from Dr. E. Emmons, the 
State Geologist, the opinion was expressed that salt could be 
made at the sea-coast at not over two dollars a bushel, even 
in winter. Dr. Emmons stated further that the French con- 
sume 14 pounds to the individual, and the English 22 and 
North Carolinians between these amounts. 

An ordinance* was ofiEered providing that the State should 
undertake the work through a Commissioner, elected by the 
Convention. Ex-Governor Grahamf moved a substitute, to 
encourage the manufacture by private citizens, by giving a 
bounty of one dollar per bushel for one thousand bushels 
made in December, provided the product should be offered for 
sale at a price not exceeding two dollars per bushel, and sev- 
enty five cents bounty for a like amount made in February. 
This was rejected and the original ordinance, amended so as 
to allow the Commissioner discretion to establish works else- 
where than on the sea-coast, was passed by nearly four to 
one, and proved to be a most beneficent measure. 

Dr. John Milton Worth, J was elected over Phil. B. Haw- 
kins, Edward Wood, E. W. Bagley and Benjamin L. Perry, 
Mr. Hawkins receiving the next highest vote. 

The Justices of the Peace were to distribute the salt, at 
cost price. It was made a misdemeanor to buy any for resale. 
The salary of the Commissioner was fixed at $1500 per an- 
num. 

Afterwards, on the 9th of May,§ 1862, the Commissioner 
was vested with the extraordinary power, in case he could 
not agree with the Owner of land needed for making salt, or 
for right of way to the works, as to the price thereof, to in- 
stitute proceedings of condemnation of the same under the 
right of eminent domain. Like power was conferred upon 
him, in case he should deem it advisable to bore for salt. 

He was also empowered to employ free negroes on the salt 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 62. 
t Convention Journal, p. 49. 
if Convention Ordinances, p. 53. 
^Convention Ordinances, p. 151. 
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works, and if he could not obtain as many as he needed, the 
Governor was required to impress them. 

All persons employed on the salt works were exempt from 
military or militia duty. 

The Governor* was requested to take steps for the manu- 
facture^of sulphur and saltpetre for the use of the State, and 
to call upon the Confederate Government for ammunition for 
state militia and other forces. 

On the 30th of January, 1862,t the President and opera- 
tives, to the number of six, of a company chartered to make 
salt in Chatham county, were exempted from militia duty. 

The members of the Society of PriendsJ were exempted 
from military duty on payment of $100. Those unable to 
pay were authorized to be employed on the salt works or in 
the hospitals. 

The manufacture of cotton and wool cards§ was soug-ht to 
be encouraged by offering to lend the cost of establishing 
such works not to exceed $10,000. 

FORK3TALI.ING AND RKGRATING. 

On the 11th of December, 1861,** an interesting, but unsuc- 
cessful effort was made to stop speculation during the war in 
*' corn or other grain growing in the field, or any other corn 
or grain, pork or beef, fish salted or smoked, cheese, fish, cof- 
fee, sugar, tea, salt, saltpetre, or other dead victuals, and 
also leather." The ordinance was drawn with care by Mr. 
Badger, and proposed by him. He afterwards offered an 
amendment to the effect that indictments under the ordinance 
might be instituted on information by the State Solicitor, 
with a promise of a $20 fee in case of conviction. The friends 
of grand juries voted this down, whereupon the ordinance 
passed by 60 to 39. ft 

*Convention Ordinances, p. 114. 

f Convention Ordinances, p. 82. 

JConvention Ordinances, p. 164. 

gConvention Ordinances, p. 122. 

**Convention Ordinances, p. 69. 

f tConvention Journal, Second Session, p. 75. 
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The followitig is the substance of the offences denounced :* 

(a) Engrossing- by any one or getting- into his hands, in 
any way, except by producing, any of the aforesaid articles 
with any other intent than for his own use, or that of his 
family, &c., or for sale at reasonable prices, or for giving to 
the poor. 

(b) Having any of said articles not for home consumption, 
or resale at reasonable prices, or charity, and refusing to sell 
at reasonable prices to those desiring to buy for home use, or 
for charity. 

(c) In any way advising another to raise prices of said 
articles, or dissuading from bringing the same to market. 

(rf) Entering into an agreement not to sell but at certain 
prices. 

The above offences were to be punished as misdemeanors, 
and in addition to fine or imprisonment, or both, the offend- 
er was to be required to give sufficient security for good be- 
havior for three years. 

It may not be improper for me to add that I never heard of 
a conviction, or even a prosecution, under this ordinance. 
The spirit of modern commercialism was too strong to be con- 
trolled by mediaeval methods. 

RAII^ROAD AND OTHER CORPORATIONS. 

Early in the session the Public Treasurer was directed to 
issue to the Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad 
Company (now the Carolina Central), the coupon bonds of the 
State, to which it was entitled, on April, 1st, 1861, for work 
done before that date. The amount, not stated in the (ordi- 
nance), was $250,000. 

The Washington (N. C.) and Tarboro Railroad Company,! 
with a capital stock of $400,000, was incorporated. 

Also the Florence and Fayetteville Railroad Company! was 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 42. 
f Convention Ordinances, p. 100. 
JConvention Ordinances, p. 166. 
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granted a charter, with a capital stock of $1,500,000. 

An amendment to the charter of the Western Railroad 
Company* (from Fayetteville to the coal fields of Chatham) 
was adopted, authorizing the company to receive $100,000 
from the State, without certifying- that the requisite iron 
rails, chairs and spikes had been purchased. 

The charter of the Cheraw and Coal Field Railroad Com- 
panyt was amended, so as to allow the crossing of the Wil- 
mington, Charlotte and Rutherford Railroad, (now Carolina 
Central), west of Rockingham, not exceeding twelve miles, 
provided that equivalent work should be simultaneously done 
north and south of the last mentioned road, and further that 
the road should be completed to the coal fields within five 
years after the pending war. 

By ordinance of January 30th, 1862, J solvent corporations 
were authorized to subscribe to the capital stock of the Chat- 
ham Railroad Company, in order to connect the coal fields of 
Chatham with the North Carolina Railroad. These subscrip- 
tions might be paid with State bonds procured by giving the 
corporation bonds in exchange for the same. The State was 
to have a mortgage on the Chatham Railroad as collateral se- 
curity. Under this ordinance the city of Raleigh subscribed 
$50,000 and the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad Company $200,- 
000. After the war the name was changed to the Raleigh 
and Augusta Air Line Railroad Company. 

The Piedmont Railroad Company, § connecting the North 
Carolina and the Richmond and Danville Railroads, was char- 
tered after vigorous opposition on February 8th, 1862. This 
resulted in the building of the road from Greensboro to Dan- 
ville. The ordinance was urged as a necessary war measure, 
and probably would have failed if that argument had not been 
pressed. 

Also the Sapona Iron Company, with a capital stock of 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 160. 
fConvention Ordinances, p. 40. 
JConyention Ordinances, p. 83. 
gConvention Ordinances, p. 85, 
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$1,000,000, with privilege of having- twenty thousand acres of 
land, was chartered. Under this charter superior iron was 
made in the Deep river valley.* 

MISCEI.I.ANKOUS ORDINANCES AND RESOI.UTIONS. 

On February 10th, 1862, the Convention ordered a Court of 
Oyer and Terminerf to be held in Waynesville, in Haywood 
county for the trial of persons then in jail therein, charged 
with crimes, the Governor to designate a Superior Court Judge 
for the purpose. 

In June, 1861, J Col. Wharton J. Green tendered to the Con- 
vention a marble bust of John C. Calhoun from a plaster cast 
from life by the distinguished American sculptor. Powers, 
" trusting that the daily contemplation of the mute semblance 
of the exalted and incorruptible Senator may inspire our leg- 
islators through all time to come with the noble ambition to 
emulate his unswerving selfsacrificing patriotism, and to im- 
itate his many other virtues, public and private." 

The donation§ was accepted with a resolution of thanks, 
Messrs. Venable, Craige and Smith, of Halifax, being ap- 
pointed to make arrangements for the formal presentation of 
of the bust to the Convention. 

Resolutions discountenancing party spirit** were defeated 
by a close vote, the peculiar friends of the Confederate and 
State administrations, knowing that discontent at the prefer- 
ence of original secessionists in appointments to office by 
President Davis and Governors Ellis and Clark was implied in 
the resolutions. 

This dissatisfaction was likewise expressed in the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. John A. Gilmer that the Convention ap- 
point Colonels George B. Singletary and Z. B. Vance Briga- 
dier Generals, which was not pressed to a vote. 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 154. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 110. 
J Convention Documents. 
^Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 89. 
♦♦Convention Journal, 2ud Session, p. 64. 
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On May 1st, 1862,* Mr. Badger ofiEered two strong- resolu- 
tions. Firstly, that the Convention strong-ly approves a 
proclamation of the Governor,* 'rebuking- a recent unconstitu- 
tional movement towards disarming- the people." Secondly, 
that the Convention, having- heard that citizens of this State, 
unconnected with the army, particularly Isaiah Respass, have 
been seized by the military authority and forcibly transported 
beyond its bounds to Richmond in Virg-inia, declares that 
such citizens are amenable only to civil tribunals, before the 
courts of the Confederacy or of this State, such trial to be in open 
court according to due course of law. It was resolved that the 
Governor, if satisfied of the facts above stated, demand of the 
authorities of the Confederate States the return of said Respass 
other citizens, to be delivered to the civil authority for examin- 
ation, and if sufficient cause appear, for commitment and trial. 
The resolutions were hotly discussed, a motion to adjourn 
being defeated by over a two-thirds vote. After further dis- 
cussion an adjournment was had and satisfactory action being 
taken by the Confederate authorities, a vote on the resolutions 
was not pressed. 

Authority was given to the cities and townsf of the State 
to prohibit the sale of spirituous liquors within their corpor- 
ate limits and one mile thereof. 

The patriotic f ervorj was not sufficient to make the dele- 
gates change their opinions as to color, whether black or 
copper-tinted. The 14th Chapter of the Acts of Assembly, 
at the second Extra Session of 1861, which allowed Indians 
to testify for or against the whites, was repealed notwith- 
standing the vigorous opposition of their advocate, W. H. 
Thomas, of Jackson, always a champion for the Cherokees. 
The vote was 66 to 32. 

On the last day of the Fourth Session, § on motion of Mr. 
Holden, afterwards Governor, the thanks of the Convention 

♦Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 39. 
tConvention Ordinances, p. 153. 
JConvention Ordinances, p, 55. 
JConvention Journal, 4th Session, p. 109. 
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were unanimouslj tendered to the ladies of the State for their 
'* contributions to the Confederate cause, and for the patri- 
otic ardor which they have exhibited in behalf of the country 
in the prosecution of the war." 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE PROVISIONAI. CONGRESS, 

Under the Provisional Constitution* of the Confederate 
States, the Convention elected delegates to represent the 
State at large, namely, William W. Avery and George Davis. 
Bedford Brown and Henry W. Miller received a large vote in 
opposition. For the districts, Wm. N. H. Smith was elected 
over Richard H. Smith, Thomas Ruffin, of Wayne, over 
George Green, Thomas D. McDowell over Walter L. Leak, 
Abram Venable over Archibald Arrington, John M. More- 
head over John W. Cunningham, Richard C. Puryear over 
Rufus L. Patterson, Burton Craige over Wm. R. Myers, Al- 
len T. Davidson over Nicholas W. Woodfin. In this election 
party lines were drawn. The **01d Union" men had held a 
caucus, at which ex-Governor Graham presided, and nomi- 
nated Brown and Miller for t'le state at large, and W. N. H. 
Smith, Green, Leak, Arrington, Moreh'ead, Puryear, Myers 
and Davidson for the Districts. The "Original Secessionists" 
agreed to vote for Avery and Davis for the state at large and 
R. H. Smith, Ruffin of Wayne, McDowell, Venable, Cunning- 
ham, Patterson, Craige and Woodfin for the districts, wheth- 
er in caucus or not, I do not recall. There were enough 
independent members to prevent either party from claiming 
complete victory. Avery, Rufi&n of Wayne, McDowell, Ven- 
able, Cunningham, Craige and Woodfin were original seces- 
sionists, while Davis, R. H. Smith and Patterson, were then 
acting with them. Brown^ Miller, W, N. H. Smith, More- 
head, Puryear, Myers and Davidson were Old Union men, and 
Green, Leak, Arrington, were then acting with that party. 

GENERAI. OBSERVATIONS. 

Occasionally the Convention went into secret sessions, es- 
* Journal of Convention, First Session, pp. 118-128. 
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pecially in regard to the eastern counties.* Indignation was 
freely expressed at the withdrawal of troops by the Confeder- 
ate government from some localities, and inadequate defence 
of others. Some members predicted that very many of the 
inhabitants would transfer their allegiance to the Federal 
government. Some thought that the negroes in the counties 
adjoining the sounds should be driven into the interior, but 
the proposal met with no encouragement. Mr. Pettigrew 
stated that on calling up his slaves for transportation to the 
up country, most of them took to the swamps. There was 
apprehension that there would be a general stampede to the 
Federal army, as soon as it should appear on our coasts. The 
principal speakers, so far as my memory goes, were Dr. R. K. 
Speed and Messrs. Saterthwaite, Rayner, R. H. Smith, S. B. 
Spruill, Pettigrew and Woodfin. After much debate the con- 
clusion was that the defense should be left to the Confederate 
government. 

BETHEL ; ROANOKE ISLAND ; HATTERAS. 

There were two occasions when the excitement of the dele- 
gates generally was so great that it was impossible to carry 
on business for many minutes. The first was over General 
D. H. Hill's dispatch, announcing a victory at Big Bethel, 
with the loss of one killed and six wounded. Such turbulent, 
even frenzied, uproar is seldom witnessed. Men, who went 
wild over this petty skirmish, learned to be comparatively 
cool when hearing the news of the bloody victories of Manas- 
sas and Chancellorsville. The dispatch and subsequent de- 
tailed report by General, then Colonel, Hill were made to Gov- 
ernor Ellis, because the troops had not been transferred to 
the Confederacy. 

In the light of subsequent great victories by our troops it 
is difficult now to understand how firm and well balanced men 
should have been so wild over this trivial affair, in which the 
enemy stated their loss at only 150, while General Hill's itrx" 

♦Notes of Debates in Secret Session taken by the author. 
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agination guessed at only 300, In view of the one killed and 
six wounded, he piously reported, '*Our Heavenly Father has 
wonderfully interposed to shield our heads in the day of bat- 
tle," Governor Ellis, in transmitting the report, calls the 
engagement a '* signal victory" and asked and obtained the 
privilege of thanking the ''gallant commander and the brave 
ofl&cers and men." He further requested that General Hill be 
promoted to be Brigadier General.* The Convention ordered 
3200 copies of the message and dispatch to be printed for the 
members. On motion of Mr. Spruill of Bertie a committee 
was appointed consisting of Messrs. Spruill, Rayner and 
Barnes to illuminate the Capitol and grounds in honor of the 
' ' brilliant victory. " 

The second occasion, when many delegates lost their heads, 
was when Roanoke Island was captured. There was almost 
a panic for a few minutes. A few advocated an immediate 
adjournment. Some looked and acted as if there was imminent 
danger of Burnside's cavalry making a dash on Raleigh. 
But the cooler headed members soon brought the rattle-brain- 
ed to their senses. 

As a curious illustrationf of the ignorance of the resources 
of the United States prevailing in the South, I give part of a 
reply of Governor Ellis to a question by the Convention as to 
the alleged " landing of foreign troops on the coast of North 
Carolina," On June 10th, 1861, he assured the Convention 
that the rumor was untrue and then used this language. ''If 
our batteries are properly served, a fact of which I could en- 
tertain no doubt, the power of the United States Navy is not 
sufficient to effect an entrance into any one of the Harbors of 
the State." 

That the batteriesj were well served is attested by the Res- 
olution of the Convention passed in the following December, 
expressing their ' ' undiminished confidence in the courage and 
loyalty of the officers and soldiers, who, after a long and se- 

*Convention Journal, pp. 90-101. 

f Convention Documents. 

X Convention Ordinances, p. 57. 
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vere bombardment, were compelled to surrender to an over- 
whelming* force, the inadequate defences of Hatteras on the 
29thof August last." 

DKCORUM. 

As a rule the discussions were harmonious, but on two occa- 
sions ang-er got the better of decorum. The war of words 
was however the only interruption of amicable intercourse. 
When two venerable and distinguished members, whose seats 
were contiguous, after a short interchange of angry sarcasm, 
resumed their seats and turned their backs to each other, 
with countenances expressive of indignant wrath, the spec- 
tacle excited the sly and unexpressed merriment of all be- 
holders. Their friends, after the recess, soon restored their 
life-long friendship and the dos a dos position was never re- 
sumed. 

At another time a prominent delegate spoke to another in 
loud and hectoring language. The latter indignantly, but 
without threatening an immediate blow, strode toward the seat 
of his adversary. While members generally were fearing a col- 
lision. Judge Wm. M. Shipp quietly, but firmly,stepped between 
the two and gave the needed moment for reflection. In a short 
while an ample apology was tendered by the offender, who al- 
leged unstrung nerves from **sick headache " as the cause of 
his ill humor. 

HUMOR. 

The times were too serious for merriment as a rule. Mirth, 
however, was on one occasion sudden and irrepressible. 
A delegate, made a speech on the horrors of the war, 
the wickedness of the enemy and the justice of our cause, 
delivered with the peculiarly mournful and vociferous 
sadness once heard at camp meetings. Another deleg-ate 
of great natural ability, then suffering from too fre- 
quent interviews with John Barleycorn, at the close of the 
war sermon, stepped forward and gravely shouted, "Mr, 
9 
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President, I move that the front bench be set apart for the 
mourners." For several minutes the anxieties and responsi- 
bilities of legislation were forgotten. 

ORATORY. 

According to my recollection, ex-Governor Graham's ora- 
tion on the Test Oath was considered the ablest delivered in 
the Convention. A short speech by Mr. Fenner B. Satter- 
thwite against Soldiers's Suffrage, and one by Mr. C. R.Thomas 
on his resolutions discountenancing Party Spirit, had perhaps 
the clearest ring of eloquence. The number of strong and 
forcible speakers was so great that I will not attempt to enu- 
merate them. 

CONVKNTION BKCAMB UNPOPULAR. 

It is undeniable that there was in May, 1862, much dissat- 
isfaction among the people at the long continuance of the 
life of the Convention and its going so largely into general 
legislation. It was this evident displeasure that prevented 
the general revision and rewriting of the Constitution, which 
many of the wisest thought should be done. 

In truth there were too many great men, too many accus- 
tomed to be leaders, in the body for utmost efl&ciency. Many 
felt themselves compelled to give their views on every sub- 
ject proposed and thus discussion was prolonged at a time 
when the people were impatient of talk and clamorous for ac- 
tion. The public too could not understand why two legisla- 
tive bodies were necessary, and as the main object, for which 
the Convention was called, was accomplished, it felt that they 
ought to give way. The Assemblymen felt hampered in their 
action by being under the control of a body of superior power, 
and their dissatisfaction was countenanced by the '* original 
secession" party in the Convention, who had lost its control 
and advocated its dissolution. It thus came to pass that, while 
the members individually retained their hold on the people, 
there were no tears shed over their surrendering the reins of 
power. 



PART IL 



PROPOSED ORDINANCES DEFEATED. 

In order fully to understand the temper of the Convention 
it is necessary to mention the leading- measures, which met 
with its disapproval. 

ORDINANCES OF REVOLUTION AND OF SECESSION. 

The Badger ordinance,* for which the Craige Secession or- 
dinance was substituted by a vote of 72 to 40, was designed 
to meet the views of those who did not believe that a state 
had the leg-al right of secession, but did believe in the right 
of revolution ag^ainst oppression. The hot lang-uage used 
shows the excited public feeling*. The preamble asserts, 

1. That Lincoln and Hamlin were chosen by a sectional 
party, hostile to Southern institutions. 

2. That North Carolina, though aggrieved thereby, de- 
clined to join the states first seceding, but being- ardently 
attached to the Union, remained therein, hoping that what 
was threatening might be removed and guarantees for secur- 
ity of our rights be given, in the mean time exerting her in- 
fluence for the accomplishment of these ends. 

3. While indulging this hope President Lincoln called on 
the states for troops to invade the seceding- states, in order to 
subject them to military authority ; that there was no Act of 
Cong-ress authorizing- such call, and that such Act, if passed, 
would be unconstitutional. 

4. The call was answered with enthusiasm throughout the 
non-slaveholding states. 

5. It is evident from the tone of the press of those states 
and the avowal of their public men, that their "government 
and people intend to wage a cruel war ag-ainst the seceded 
states, to destroy utterly the fairest portion of their continent, 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 10. 
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and to reduce its inhabitants to absolute subjection and abject 
slavery." 

6. President Lincoln without shadow of rightful author- 
ity, has "declared the ports of North Carolina as well as all 
the other Atlantic and Gulf States, under blockade, thus 
seeking- to cut off our trade with all parts of the world." 

7. The whole conduct and words of said Lincoln have been 
false, disingenuous and treacherous. 

8. That he is governing by military rule alone, increas- 
ing army and navy without authority, and setting aside con- 
stitutional and legal restraints. 

9. His *' unconstitutional, illegal and oppressive acts," his 
"wicked and diabolical purposes," and his "position of usur- 
per and military dictator" were sustained by the non-slavehold- 
ing states. 

Therefore this Convention, in the name and with the sov- 
ereign power of the people of North Carolina declare, 

1st. All connection of government between this State 
and the United States, dissolved and abrogated, and this 
State to be a free, sovereign and independent state, owing no 
subordination, obedience, support or other duty to them, their 
constitution, or authorities. 

2nd. That "this state has full power to levy war, con- 
clude peace, contract alliances, and to do all other acts and 
things which independent states may of right do." 

3rd. "Appealing to the Supreme Governor of the world 
for the justice of our cause, and beseeching Him for His gra- 
cious help and blessing, we will to the uttermost of our pow- 
er, and to the last extremity, maintain, defend and uphold 
this declaration." 

Ex-Chief Justice Ruffin, although a life-long Democrat, 
did not altogether approve Craige's Secession Ordinance, and 
offered to amend it, so as to read,* "We, the people of North 
Carolina, do declare and ordain that the Union, &c., is here- 
by dissolved," &c. He omitted the clause repealing the Or- 
dinance of 1789, which ratified the Constitution. The vote 

♦Convention Ordinances, p. 1.4 
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ag-ainst the Ruf&n ordinance was 66 to 49. Its wording* im- 
plies that he concurred with Mr. Badger in the view that the 
Union was indissoluble except by revolution. 

The following ordinances failed to meet with the favor of 
the Convention. No further explanation of them is neces- 
sary. 

Allowing free negroes to enslave themselves.* 

Debtors in prison bounds to be allowed to go free during 
the war.* 

Making the selling of cotton yarns for over $1.50 per bunch 
of five pounds a misdemeanor.* 

Ordinance creating a Minister of War.* 

To repeal the Stay Law passed by the General Assembly, 
54 to 52.t 

Mr. Woodfin's ordinance* to deprive the courts of all civil 
jurisdiction during the con,tinuance of the war, and to give 
Superior Court Judges the power of calling criminal courts 
for trial of felonies. 

A "Self Denying Ordinance," prohibiting a member of the 
Convention from holding any other office. J 

SEDITIOUS LANGUAGE AND TEST OATH. 

The effort to pass an Ordinance§ making Seditious Lan- 
guage highly criminal, and requiring a stringent Test Oath to 
be taken by all males of the State, except volunteers, under 
penalty of banishment or disfranchisement, which was re- 
ported by a committee, of which Judge Asa Biggs was Chair- 
man, was defeated, after an able debate. Judge Biggs was 
the leader for, and ex-Governor Graham against the proposi- 
tion. As the measure well shows the fervid temper and stern 
earnestness of purpose of a portion of our citizens, I give an 
analysis of it. 

♦Convention Documents. Not voted on. 
fConvention Journal, 3rd Session, p. 39. 
JConvention Journal, 1st Session, p. 40. 

^Convention Documents. Printed as appendix to Graham's speech 
on the Test Oath. 
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Either of the following* offences was declared a high misde- 
meanor, punishable with fine and imprisonment, with oblig-a- 
tion to give good security for three years. 

(a) Attempting to convey intellig-ence to the enemy. 

(i) Publishing and deliberately speaking- or writing against 
our public defence. 

(c) Maliciously and advisedly endeavoring to excite the 
people to resist the Government of this State or of the Con- 
federate States, or 

(d) Persuading them to return to a dependence on the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

(e) Knowingly spreading- false and dispiriting news. 

(/^ Maliciously or advisedly terrifying and discouraging 
the people from enlisting into the service of the State or of the 
Confederate States. 

(g) Stirring up or exciting tumults, disorders, or insurrec- 
tions in this State, 

(A) Disposing the people to favor the enemy. 

(^ ) Opposing or endeavoring to prevent the measures car- 
rying on in support of the freedom and independence of the 
Confederate States. 

Two or more credible witnesses, or *' other sufficient evi- 
dence," were sufficient to convict. 

Any Judge, or Justice of the Peace, on the oath of one wit- 
ness, that either of the above offences, has been committed 
must bind the accused with good security to appear at the 
next county court, and, if he failed to give such security, he 
must be sent to prison. 

TEST OATH. 

Every free male in the state, except volunteers in the army, 
idiots and lunatics, and prisoners of war, must, before an of- 
ficer authorized to administer an oath, take an oath, 1st, of 
allegiance to the State ; 2nd, that he will to the utmost of his 
power defend the independence of the Confederate States ; 
3rd,_that he renounces allegiance to the United States ; 4th, 
that he will support the Confederate States, and this State. 
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Certificates of this oath were returnable to the Clerk of the 
County Court, to be recorded. 

Any Justice of the Peace could cite one neglecting to take 
the oath to appear before the County Court. If he should 
fail without sufficient reason to attend, or if attending, should 
refuse to take the oath, the Court may order him to leave the 
State, and depart out of the Confederate States, within thir- 
ty days. 

If the Court allowed him to remain, he was disabled to vote, 
or hold any ** office, appointment, license or election of trust 
or profit, civil or military," nor could he be a member of the 
General Assembly. 

If any person should disobey the order of the Court to quit 
the State within thirty days, it was made the duty of the 
Judge or Justice, knowing the fact, to have him arrested and 
brought before the County Court. The Court must then send 
him out of the Confederate States at his expense, causing the 
Sheriff to sell enough of his property to pay the expenses and 
the costs of arrest and detention. 

If any person so departing, or sent off from this State, 
should return, he should be guilty of treason, the punishment 
of which was death. 

It will be noticed that the oath was to be required of all 
aliens, even citizens of a friendly nation, residing in North 
Carolina. 

The speech of ex-Governor Graham against this ordinance 
was extremely forcible and gained many votes. That of Mr. 
Dick was praised for its impassioned eloquence, Mr. Biggs 
on the other side was the strongest, but he gained few sup- 
porters. Only 22 favored the measure on the final vote, 
while 79 were recorded in the opposition.* 

As ex-Governor Graham's fire was principally against the 
Test Oath part of the ordinance, Mr. Rayner introduced the 
the part defining and punishing Seditious Language.f It fail- 
ed by 45 to 29. 

♦Convention Journal, 2nd Session, p. 69. 
f Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 51. 
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An ordinance of similar nature to the above,* proposing* to 
confiscate the property of citizens, who should abandon the 
State, or who being- resident in the United States, should not 
return, met with a similar fate. It was postponed to the 
next session by a vote so decisive, 25 to 12, that it was never 
called up again. 

The ordinance of Mr. Leak of Richmondf to create an Ex- 
ecutive Council and give it virtually dictatorial powers, was 
summarily defeated. The Governor was to be a member, and 
the council could declare martial law, arrest and imprison 
any they might deem t:o be disloyal, seize private property 
for public use, order into the military or police service such 
part of the population of the state as it may deem proper, 
draw upon the public treasury at discretion, purchase arms 
and ammunition to an unlimited extent and appoint and pay 
as many ofl&cers as it mig-ht choose. 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS. 

The proposition^ that the constitution should in future be 
amended only by a convention of the people, abolishing* the 
mode of amending by legislative enactment and submission 
to a vote of the people, reported favorably by a majority 
of a special committee, whose names do not appear, met with 
no favor. There was a strong dissenting opinion submitted 
by the late Governor Holden and Mr. E. A. Thompson. 

The motion§ to strike out of the Constitution the require- 
ment that the people shall vote by ballot received only the 
vote of the mover. 

Mr. Badger's motion** that the Constitution be amended so 
that ,no law, or resolution having the force of law, shall be 
passed except by a majority of all the members of both houses, 
was defeated, 44 to 37. 

*Convention Journal, 1st Session, p. 191. 
fConvention Documents. 
J Convention Documents. 
^Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 61. 
♦♦Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 64. 
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Mr. Woodfin's motion* to make federal population, instead 
of taxation, the basis of the Senate, received only 19 votes, as 
against 62, 

Near the closing! days of the last session, ex-Governor 
Graham moved to call a convention especially for amending 
the Constitution. The proposition received only 24 votes, to 
31 against it, not a quorum voting. 

The ordinance! to elect judges by the people met with no 
favor. 

Although the Convention finally adjourned without rewrit- 
ing the Fundamental Law, or making other amendments than 
those heretofore mentioned, yet committees, composed of men 
of great legal ability and political experience, were appoint- 
ed to put in a more orderly shape, and suggest amendments 
to, the Declaration of Rights and the several Articles of the 
Constitution. Although these reports failed to become oper- 
ative, they are both interesting and instructive to those who 
wish to understand the course of our civil development. The 
following statement will show the changes contemplated and 
the names of the members of the respective Committees. 

DECI.ARATION OF RIGHTS. 

The report on the Declaration of Rights made by W. J. El- 
lison, was strongly adverse to '*any alteration affecting the 
existing relations or constitutional rights and privileges of 
the free negro." The committee, on account of *' the rever- 
ence and veneration at all times due to that Declaration," 
recommended only the following changes. 

1. Add to the 7th Section. *'nor shall any person be sub- 
ject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or 
limb." 

2. Add to the 12th Section, *' nor shall right or justice be 
sold, denied or delayed to any one, nor shall private property 
be taken for public use without just compensation." 

♦Convention Journal, 4th Session, p. 71. 
tConvention Jonrnal, 4th Session, p, 107. 
^Convention Documents. Not voted on. 
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The Committee call attention to the fact that the foregoing- 
additions are portions of the 9th Section of the first Article 
of the Constitution of the Confederate States, except the 
words, '*nor shall right or justice be sold, denied or delayed 
to any one," which are part of Magna Charta. 

3. The Committee recommend the striking out of the 25 th 
Section, relating to the State's boundary, as being now en- 
tirely inaccurate, and because a description of boundaries 
should not be in a declaration of principles. 

The Committee were Ellison, Chairman, Badger, Holmes, 
Ruffin of Alamance, Dick. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The Committee on the Legislative Department, to wit, 
Graham, Rayner, Smith of Halifax, Strong, Meares, Brown, 
Poster of Randolph, Caldwell of Rowan, McDowell of Bladen, 
Woodfin, rearranged the constitutional provisions relating 
thereto, with the following changes and add'tions. 

1. The General Assembly to have power to disfranchise 
for bribery. 

2. No President, Cashier or Treasurer of a corporation, in 
which the State shall be a stockh,older, to be a member of the 
General Assembly. 

3. The Presiding Officer of the Senate to be called Presi- 
dent. 

4. No person, not entitled to vote, to be a member of the 
General Assembly. 

5. Members of the General Assembly to be privileged from 
arrest, except for treason, felony or breach of the peace, dur- 
ing their attendance and going to and returning from their 
sessions. {Emido^ ynorando^ et ad propria rcdeundo), 

6. No act appropriating over $500 to be passed except by 
a majority of all the members of each house, 

7. The public debt not to exceed twenty million dollars 
principal, but debts for carrying on the Confederate war, for 
suppressing insurrection and repelling invasion not to be in- 
cluded in this limit. 
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8. The office of Auditor of claims against the State to be 
created, while the duties of Comptroller were left as before. 

9. Jews to be allowed to hold office, as the Convention had 
already voted. 

10. The article defining and punishing treason to be in- 
coriK)rated in the words of the United States Constitution, as 
has been stated. 

THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

The following are the changes recommended by the Com- 
mittee on the Executive Department, Howard, Dillard, Green, 
Leak of Richmond, Arrington, Gilmer, Headen, Miller, Gal- 
loway, Greenlee. 

1. The property qualification of the Governor to be in- 
creased from one thousand pounds, ($2000), in real estate to 
$5000, of which $2000 shall be real estate. He must be a cit 
izen on the 22nd of February, 1862, or a native citizen of the 
Confederate States. 

2. The term of office of the Governor to be three years. 
He was not to be eligible for two consecutive terms. He was 
to enter in his office on January 1st next after election, hav- 
ing previously taken the oath of office before the General As- 
sembly or Chief Justice. 

3. The power of laying embargoes and prohibiting ex- 
ports was omitted. 

4. The Governor must sign revenue bills and bills appro- 
priating money. If he should refuse, the bill could not be 
passed except by a two-thirds vote of each house. If the bill 
is not returned by the Governor within six days, Sundays ex- 
cepted, it is to become a law. Likewise a bill sent to the 
Governor one whole day before adjournment, and not return- 
ed, is to become a law. 

5. The office of Lieutenant Governor was to be created. 
In the closing days of the last session, on May 12th, 1862, 

an effort was made to pass the Lieutenant Governor Ordi- 
nance as a single amendment to the Constitution. On motion 
the special order was postponed in order to take it up, th^ 
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vote being understood to be a test of its strength. This pre- 
vailed* by 37 to 26. A motion to submit the ordinance to a 
vote of the people, f prevailed by 35 to 33, whereupon certain I 
of its friends joined with its -opponents in tabling it, 49 to 20. J | 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. § 

Committee : Ruffin, of Alamance, Biggs, Battle of Edge- 
combe, Sanders, Strange, Badger, Kittrell, Johnston, Mitchell, 
McDowell of Madison. 

Ex-Chief Justice Ruffin, as Chairman, reported a substitute 
for all provisions of the old Constitution, as amended in 1835, 
embodying the following changes : 

1. The Judicial power to be vested in one Supreme Court; 
in Superior Courts of Law and Courts of Equity ; in County 
Courts, and in Justices of the Peace. 

2. The Supreme Court to consist of a Chief Justice and 
. three Associate Justices, to be called Justices. 

3. The Superior Courts of Law and Courts of Equity to 
consist of one or more Judges, at the discretion of the Gener- 
al Assembly. 

4. Two terms of the Supreme Court to be at Raleigh, as 
nearly as may be, half a year apart. 

5. The General Assembly may provide for more than two 
terms of the Superior Courts in each county, in which case 
they may increase the terms of the Supreme Court. 

6. County Courts to be four times a year, not less than 
three justices to be a quorum. The old name Court of Pleas 
and Quarter Sessions, changed to County Courts. 

7. All the Courts mentioned, including Justices of the 
Peace, shall have the jurisdiction possessed on May 20th, 
1861, but the General Assembly may enlarge their jurisdic- 
tion. 

This made all the Courts independent as to their existing 
powers. 

*4th Session Journal, p. 100. 
f 4th Session Journal, p. 101. 
t4th Session Journal, p. 101-2. 
gConvention Documents. 
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8. Three Justices of the Peace for each one thousand in- 
habitants, and no more, to be elected by the County Courts 
and commissioned by the Governor, to own in the county a 
freehold in land, assessed for taxes at $100. Justices then in 
oflBce to be continued. 

Note. The number under the old Constitution was unlim- 
ited, and no property qualification was prescribed. They 
were appointed by the General Assembly, usually on the nom- 
ination of the members from their counties. 

9. The Justices to be removed for conviction of an infa- 
mous crime, corruption or other misdemeanor in office, instead 
of as theretofore for *' misbehavior, absence or inability" by 
the General Assembly. By the change the conviction in 
Court was to remove the offender, and he was to be forever 
disqualified to hold any ofl&ce under the State. 

10. The General Assembly to have power to establish 
courts in cities and towns, and to g^ive them such jurisdiction 
in civil cases, as it may deem best. 

11. The General Assembly may establish police courts in 
cities and towns with power to tax and punish, in a summary 
manner, those accused of misdemeanors, and of violations of 
the bylaws. 

TAXATION, REVENUE, AND PUBUC DEBT.* 

The Committee on this subject, viz, RuflSn, of Alamsfnce, 
Chairman, Smith of Halifax, Pettigrew, Thomas of Jackson, 
Badger, Biggs, Mitchell, McDowell of Madison, recommend- 
ed that in lieu of the 3rd Section of the 4th Article of the 
Amendments of 1835, the following in substance be substi- 
tuted. 

1. All free males over 21 and under 45 years of age only 
pay a capitation, or poll tax. 

2. This to be not less than the tax on $300 worth of land. 

3. Land and slaves to be taxed according to their value. 

4. Tax on slaves not more than that on land. 

5. Tax on slaves may be, (a) on their general average 
value in the State, or (3) on their value in classes in respect 

♦Convention Documents. 
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to age, sex and other distinctive properties. The mode must 
be prescribed by law. 

6. Exemptions may be of, (a) soldiers in service, (i) of 
free males or slaves for bodily infirmity, {c) such real es- 
tate as hath hitherto been exempted by law. 

7. The public debt, including" that created before March 
1st, 1861, not to exceed $20,000,000 principal. No debt to be 
hereafter contracted unless authorized by yea and nay vote of 
the whole number of members of each house. 

8. The Sinking Fund to be continued and duly applied to 
the existing debt until paid. If there is a deficiency it must 
be supplied by taxation or loans. 

9. In contracting future debts, the General Assembly must 
levy a tax in the act authorizing the same, sufficient to pay 
the interest annually, and also not less than one per cent of 
the principal for 34 years ; this one per cent to be a sinking 
fund, to be invested in the bonds of this State, or of the 
Confederate States, or some one of them, to be applied to the 
payment of said debt. This special tax shall be irrepealable 
until the debt is paid, unless adequate provision is made by 
taxation for the same object. 

10. Temporary loans not over $100,000 at onetime, may be 
authorized payable out of the taxes of that or the succeeding 
year, by a yea and nay vote of all the members of each house. 

11. The foregoing limits may be exceeded to any amount 
in case of war, insurrection or invasion. All moneys received 
from the Confederate States in liquidation of debts increased 
for carrying on the present war shall be applied to those 
debts, if practicable, if not, shall go into a sinking fund for 
such purpose. The deficiency, if any, shall be supplied by 
taxation. 

It is interesting to note what of these suggested amend- 
ments have been since adopted, i. e., by the Conventions of 
1868 and 1875. They are ; 

1. In the Declaration of Rights is the clause, ** All courts 
shall be open ; and every person for an injury done him or 
his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have remedy by 
due course of law, and right and justice administered without 
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sale, denial or delay." This is the substance of one amend- 
ment recommended by the Committee, 

2. The provision in regard to the boundaries of the State 
was not stricken out as was recommended, but greatly sim- 
plified. 

3. That, in regard to being- twice put in jeopardy for the 
same offence was not adopted. 

4. In the existing- Constitution the President of the Sen- 
ate in absence of the Lieutenant Governor, is called in one 
section President, in another Speaker. 

5. The test of voting- and holding- ofiBice are made the 
same. 

6. OfiBice of Auditor created, but that of Comptroller abol- 
ished. 

7. The treason ordinance adopted. 

8. The term of office of Governor made four years, instead 
of three. He is not allowed two successive terms. 

9. Power of Governor to lay embargoes and prohibit ex- 
ports is omitted. 

10. Office of Lieutenant Governor created. 

11. The Supreme Court made independent of the General 
Assembly. The powers and jurisdiction of the Superior and 
other Courts are likewise beyond the power of the General 
Assembly, but that body can distribute that power and juris^ 
diction among the several Courts. 

12. One Chief Justice and four Associate Justices in exist- 
ing Constitution. 

13. Also terms of the Supreme Court to be at Raleigh. 

14. The principle of proportioning in several districts the 
number of Justices of the Peace to each one thousand inhabi- 
tants has been adopted by the General Assembly in pursuance 
of power granted by the present Constitution. 

15. The duty of the General Assembly to levy a special 
tax to pay interest and provide a sinking fund for debts con- 
tracted under certain circumstances, is in the new Constitu- 
tion, as is also the existence of no restriction in case of 
insurrection or invasion. 

16. No debt incurred except by an yea and nay vote. 
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17. Equalization of the capitation tax and that of $300 
worth of land. 

18. Mr. Woodfin's proposal to have population the basis 
of the Senate adopted. 

It is not probable that the legislators of 1868 and 1875 
consciously used the ideas of those of 1862. The prior work 
of the wise men of the older date was hid away in some 
pigeon hole in the Capitol and practically inaccessible. 

IN CONCI.USION. 

I venture to hope that the reader will find in my mono- 
graph much that will throw light upon the public temper 
during the terrible civil war. The members of the Conven- 
tion of 1861 were accurate representatives of our people. By 
studying their action we get a glimpse of the frenzied ex- 
citement of the times, the spirit of intolerance and persecu- 
tion, the enormous expenditures, the lavish issue of bonds 
and circulating notes, recalling the weltering financial chaos 
of the Revolution, the measures taken for the defense of our sea- 
board and to relieve the necessities of soldiers and citizens, and 
to fill up our armies without resort to the dreaded law of con- 
scription. We see too that while many members thought only 
of war and the means of carrying it on, there were others suf- 
ficiently calm to desire to make important amendments to our 
Constitution. Fortunately I preserved the Convention Doc- 
uments, two octavo volumes of them, and from the summary 
which I have given, can be seen the well considered opinions, 
regarding changes in our fundamental law, of Ruffin, Gra- 
ham, Badger, Biggs, Woodfin, Howard, Ellison and other 
astute and experienced lawyers and statesmen. A study of 
the Convention, what it did and what it refused to do, will 
show that even in the days of war, when the air was full of 
sulphurous wrath and wild boastings. North Carolina pre- 
served a fair measure of dignified courage and thoughtful res- 
olution to dare the most and endure the worst. 
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INTKODUOTION. 



There appears to be a marked revival of the admiration and 
affection felt by our fathers for Nathaniel Macon. It is hoped 
therefore that those interested in the history of North Caro- 
lina and of the United States will appreciate the publication, 
as the second of the series of the James Sprunt Monographs, 
of a paper on his Congressional career, showing his votes and 
arguments for or against the great questions which arose for 
solution in the formative period of our government. The 
treatise was prepared by a student in the History Department 
of this University, Edwin Mood Wilson, A.B., Guilford Col- 
lege and University of North Carolina, and A.M., Haverford 
College, now Instructor in History in the Haverford College 
Grammar School, who won the prize offered by Dr. Charles A. 
Hill. To give the monograph additional value, twenty-three 
characteristic letters by Mr. Macon are appended, and one by 
Senator Willie P. Mangum to Hon. Bartlett Yancey, Speaker 
of the State Senate, the originals of which are owned by 
the University. The attentive perusal of Mr. Wilson's paper 
and of these letters will enable the reader to form an accurate 
estimate of the political life-work, and incidentally of the char- 
acter, of one of North Carolina's best known public men. I 
give in the foot-notes such facts in regard to the persons and 
things mentioned by the writer as in my judgment will be 
appreciated by those readers who have not books of reference 
at hand. , 

Kemp P. Batti^k. 



THE OONGRESSIOI^AL CAREER OF NA- 
THANIEL MACON. 



Men have ever honored their destroyers more than their 
benefactors. It is a strangle and inexplicable fact that those 
characters who have marked their pathway with destruction 
of property and life, have been most honored by their admir- 
ing- fellows. The power to organize and direct all forces of 
destruction has been regarded as the highest form of genius, 
— almost an inspiration from divinity itself. This tendency, 
so universal among men, has not disappeared with the prog- 
ress of civilization; and in spite of the enlightenment and 
humanity of the age, we continue the practice of bestowing 
our most lavish praises upon those who have paved their way 
to renown with **dead men's bones." Thus it is that we have 
been taught to regard the achievements of an Alexander or a 
Caesar as more important than those of a Cleisthenes or a 
Gracchus; for this reason it is that the career of Napoleon, a 
career marked by evidences of the most profound and power- 
ful genius, but withal a most unscrupulous and unholy geni- 
us, is regarded as more splendid than that of the Capets, the 
men who first organized France and made it possible for a 
great nation to grow up from a mere aggregation of petty 
states. For the same reason also, we Americans have learn- 
ed to regard the military achievements of Washington as 
more important than the services he rendered the infant na- 
tion as statesman and executive. We think of the heroes of 
Lexington and Bunker Hill with a glow of patriotic feeling, 
but forget that such men as Jefferson, Franklin, and their 
colleagues, were not less instrumental in bringing the great 
struggle for liberty to a successful and honorable close. In 
short, we have come to believe that he who, in the service of 
his country, stains his hands with blood, is greater than the 
man who, in the more retired field of legislative duty, strives 
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ever, in as noble a way, to accomplish the same result. It is 
a noble thing- to die for one's country; is it less noble to live 
for it? Both of these ideas are suggested by the public ca- 
reer of the subject of this essay, Nathaniel Macon; and it is 
to be hoped that, from the study of the lives of such men, we 
shall form a higher ideal of the duties and privileges of the 
statesman; and shall be the more convinced that a nation's 
strength lies not in its wealth alone, not in its size nor age, nor 
yet in its mighty armaments, but in the virtue and public 
spirit of the leaders of the people, — in its honest, high-mind- 
ed men. 

In the historic county of Warren, (at that time Bute), in 
North Carolina, in December, 1757, was born Nathaniel Ma- 
con. His ancestors on his father's side were Huguenots who 
came over from France after the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantz to escape the consequent persecution. His mother's 
people were North Carolinians, belonging to that plain, hon- 
est, upright yeomanry, which is the real source of power and 
vigor in all national life. Born of such parents and reared in 
the atmosphere of such a home, it is but natural that we 
find the young man at an early age striving to become inde- 
pendent of the limitations which scanty means and humble 
birth imposed upon him. So faithful was he in all his efforts, 
and such promise of future greatness and usefulness did he 
evince, that friends came to his aid, and he was sent to 
Princeton College to be educated. Here he prosecuted his 
studies with characteristic zeal and system until the outbreak 
of the Revolution in 1776. He at on9e quitted college and 
went on an unimportant expedition against the British; but 
upon its successful termination he returned to his studies. It 
was not long, however, before he felt that he must return to 
his native State and enlist in her defense. Consequently we 
find him, early in life, contending in that great struggle for 
liberty, which was eventually to end in the transformation of 
thirteen small British colonies into as many sovereign Amer- 
ican States. 

While engaged in this struggle he was, without his solici- 
tation or knowledge, elected a member of the State Legisla- 
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ture. He reluctantly followed the advice of his commanding 
general, Greene, resigned his commission in the army, and at 
once entered upon his duties as a member of the General As- 
sembly. He served continuously for several years in this ca- 
pacity, and so faithful and efiBicient was he in the discharge 
of his duties in those days of distrust and uncertainty that a 
few years later he was chosen to represent the people of his 
district in the lower house of Congress, and took his seat as a 
member of the Second Congress at the beginning of its first 
session in 1791. Here, then, begins the Congressional .career 
of Nathaniel Macon, a continuous public life of thirty-seven 
years, characterized by calm reasoning and honest judgment; 
and withal a career destined, to reflect much glory upon him- 
self and upon the State of his nativity. 

In order to be able properly to appreciate the public career 
of a great man it is necessary that we acquaint ourselves with 
the political and social conditions which prevailed during his 
time, and with which he was compelled to deal. Macon's pub- 
lic life may be said to have begun with the establishment of 
the American Union, The Declaration of Independence had 
been signed fifteen years before he entered Congress, and the 
colonies had existed as coordinate independencies for more 
than ten years under the Articles of Confederation. The Fed- 
eral Constitution had been ratified two years previous to the 
time of his election, but it had not yet secured the confidence 
of the people, nor, indeed, gone into full operation. The new 
instrument was yet to be tried by the people who had adopted 
it, and no one could predict what the verdict would be. There 
were already in process of formation two political parties, 
founded on a difference of opinion as to the nature and proper 
functions of the new government. One party, headed by such 
men as Hamilton, Jay, and Adams, held the doctrine of the 
"Implied Powers" of Congress under the Constitution, and 
declared that Congress was empowered to exercise, at its dis- 
cretion, powers not expressly delegated to it by the Constitu- 
tion. The practical application of this doctrine would tend 
to centralize the powers of government in federal authority. 
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The other party, headed by Jefferson and his colleagues, held 
a directly opposite political creed, — that of a strict construc- 
tion of the constitution, giving the Federal government but 
little authority, and regarding the different States '*sover- 
eign and independent as to all powers not expressly delegated 
to the Federal government." From these two constructions 
of the constitution arose the greatei\ number of the more im- 
portant questions which came before Congress in the early 
history of the republic. Mr. Macon, in common with the 
the majority of members from the Southern and Middle States, 
held the "strict constructionist" view. He had adopted this 
view after long and careful deliberation, and, once convinced 
that it was correct, he held to it with the tenacity chars^cter- 
istic of the man. His speeches, and the stand he took on all 
constitutional questions which came up for consideration dur- 
ing his public life, are attributable, in greater or less degree, 
to his construction of the language of that instrument. The 
logic of events has since proved the doctrine of the implied 
powers to be the more feasible theory of government; yet it 
was perhaps fortunate that such conservative men as Macon 
held the opposite view. The people were at first very jeal- 
ous of the powers which the constitution delegated to the 
Federal government, and the presence in Congress of such 
men as Macon gave a quieting assurance that was most salu- 
tary in its effect, that nothing would be done looking toward 
an abridgment of popular liberties without distinct warning 
from their representatives. 

Mr. Macon took his seat October 28, 1791. That he was 
immediately recognized as a man of some prominence and 
ability is shown by the fact that early in the following month 
he was appointed on a committee with Page, of Virginia,* and 
Murray, of Maryland, f to prepare and introduce a bill, fix- 
ing the number of representatives according to popula- 
tion. It was a matter of importance. With the greatest 

*John Page. 

fWilliam Vans Murray, afterwards Minister to the Netherlands, and 
Commissioner with Chief Justice Ellsworth and Governor William R, 
Davie to avert war with France. 
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difiBiculty the Convention, which framed the Federal con- 
stitution, had effected a compromise between the differ- 
ent States in regard to their representation in Congress. 
The constitution provided that Representatives should be 
apportioned to the several States according- to their Federal 
population, but limited the number to one Representative for 
every thirty thousand inhabitants. When it devolved upon Con- 
gress to make the appointment after the first census had been 
taken, the question arose whether or not the number of Rep- 
resentatives should be determined by dividing the entire fop- 
ulation of the country by the number taken as the basis of 
representation, or by dividing th.^ population of the respective 
States by that number, and taking the sum of the quotients. 
After prolonged debate a resolution was passed, (Mr. Macon 
voting in the negative), declaring that the number of Repre- 
sentatives should be, until the next enumeration, one for every 
thirty thousand of the whole population, and Macon, Page, 
and Murray — the committee referred to above — were appoint- 
ed to bring in a bill pursuant to the resolution. Their bill 
was passed, but was returned by the President without his 
concurrence. He objected to the bill, noted as the object of 
the first Executive veto, on the ground that the obvious mean- 
ing of the constitution was, that the allotment of Representa- 
tives should be made according to the population of the re- 
spective States, and that, as drawn, the bill allotted to eight 
States more than one representative for every thirty thousand 
inhabitants. Macon refused to support the attempt to pass 
the bill over the President's veto, and it was finally decided 
that the ratio of representation should be one for every thir- 
ty-three thousand of the Federal population of the respective 
States. 

During the next few years Mr. Macon steadily increased his 
popularity by his very careful and faithful performance of 
duty. His party was in the minority and could offer no very 
determined resistance to the Federalist policy. Mr. Macon 
seldom spoke on the questions that came before the House, 
and we have no means of knowing what was his position with 
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regard to the greater number of them except when the yeas ^ 
and nays were taken. He was almost invariably present to" 
register his approval or disapprobation of all public measures, 
and he did so regardless of the attitude of any other man, if 
that attitude did not correspond with his notions of justice or 
expediency. In the first session of the Fifth Congress, how- 
ever, we find him participating in nearly all the debates on 
questions of national policy. The country was excited over 
the prospect of the war with France. The neutrality of the 
United States in the war between France and England and 
the subsequent ratification of the Jay treaty with England, 
had greatly incensed the French government. It declared 
that the ratification of the Jay treaty released France from 
the obligations of the treaty of 1778, and French cruisers be- 
gan to make wholesale capture of American ships. Matters 
had been allowed to go from bad to worse until there was 
prospect of hostilities between the two countries. In March, 
1797, President Adams was informed by Pinckney, our Minis- 
ter to France, that he had been refused recognition by the 
Directory, and had been treated as a suspected foreigner. The 
President at once issued a proclamation convening Congress 
in extra session on the fifteenth of the following May for the 
purpose of determining the policy of the government. The 
attitude of the Federalists was expressed in Adams' declara- 
tion that the '*action of France ought to be repelled with a 
decision which shall convince that government and the world 
that we are not a degraded people." The Republicans were 
very anxious that no belligerent utterances should be sanc- 
tioned by Congress, and bitterly opposed the very patriotic 
policy of the Federalists. Early in the session resolutions 
were introduced providing for the defense of the chief Amer- 
ican ports, the equipment of a navy, raising additional reve- 
nues, etc. Macon opposed the resolution on the ground that 
ihe propositions involved needless expense, especially in fit- 
ting out and manning the vessels; that no measures should be 
taken, contemplating war with France, until further negotia- 
tions should prove it necessary; and that the resolutions, as 
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introduced, conferred too much power upon the President. The 
matter of making loans, applying the moneys thus obtained, 
raising troops, etc., ought not to be placed in the hands of one 
man. The resolutions were passed in spite of all opposition, and 
subsec^uently bills were introduced and passed appropriating 
money for the fortification of harbors, authorizing a loan of 
$800,000, apportioning militia to the different States; and all 
other preparations deemed necessary were provided for. It 
was proposed to raise the revenue necessary to carry out 
these measures by increasing import duties and laying a 
stamp tax on law licenses, naturalization certificates, letters 
patent, and similar special privileges. Mr. Macon, who had 
by this time become one of the leaders of the opposition party 
in the House, was vehement in his denunciation of the pro- 
posed tax of $20 on naturalization certificates. He thought 
it would fall very heavily upon foreigners who desired to 
come to this country, many of whom were unable even to 
pay their passage over. His speech precipitated a lively de- 
bate on the subject ol immigration. The proposed tax was 
finally cut down to $4. 

On April 2, 1798, the President sent to Congress the dis- 
patches he had received from the commission which had been 
sent to France to adjust matters. They gave a full account 
of the famous "X Y Z" negotiations. He had previously laid 
before Congress the matter of the French depredations on 
American commerce. No word had yet been received from 
the commissioners looking to a definite settlement of the 
troubles, favorable or unfavorable, but the national feeling 
was high, and the Federalists began to make extensive prep- 
arations for war. They began by introducing a bill authori- 
zing t6e President to raise a provisional army of twenty 
thousand men. Mr. Macon and his colleagues opposed the 
bill, arguing, first, that it delegated legislative power to the 
President, and secondly, that it was unnecessary. Macon 
thought that no steps should be taken looking toward war 
until we heard definitely from our commissioners that there 
was no other hope of redress. He contended that the charge 
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that he was opposed to measures of defense was false; that he 
was only opposed to unnecessary expenditures, and thought 
that sufficient defense had been provided for at the last ses- 
sion. The bill was passed in a modified form. The next 
measure was a bill creating" the Department of a Navy. Ma- 
con opposed it in the same resolute manner, and on th^ same 
grounds, but it was passed by a strict party vote. These bills 
were quickly followed by another which the opposition de- 
nounced as a virtual declaration of war — an act authorizing 
the President to instruct the commanders of American vessels 
to seize and bring into port, for trial by the law of nations, all 
armed vessels which might have committed, or were hovering 
over our coast with the purpose of committing, depredations 
on American commerce, and to retake any American ships 
which had been captured by such vessels. Mr. Macon argued 
that while the present situation was humiliating, it was bet- 
ter than war; that in spite of frequent depredations upon com- 
merce, our trade and revenue were constantly increasing, the 
nation was growing; but that we could not look for a continu- 
ation of these things if war were declared. He was frank 
enough to admit, however that he stood ready to give his hearty 
support to a war if nothing could avert it. Following out the 
same general policy, he opposed unsuccessfully the bill sus- 
pending commercial intercourse, the bill abrogating the 
treaties with France, the bill appropriating six hundred 
thousand dollars for new vessels, and the bill authorizing the 
President to commission public and private armed vessels to 
capture French armed vessels, wherever found. The act lay- 
ing direct taxes for raising the additional revenue required 
met with no great opposition from the Republicans. While 
Macon's policy of avoiding war except as a last resort may be 
justified by the termination of the trouble with France,it 
is certainly a plausible claim that the determined attitude of 
the Federalists convinced France that we were a people not 
to be trifled with. 

It was during the extra session of 1797 that Mr. Macon al- 
lowed himself to become involved in the trouble between 
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Blount,* of North Carolina, and Thatcher, f of Massachusetts. 
Blount, a brother of Senator Blount, who had recently been 
expelled from the Senate on the charge of plotting to deprive 
Spain of the Louisiana Territory and give it to England, con- 
strued a remark made by Thatcher during one of the debates 
as a charge that he belonged to a French faction; and sent 
Th-atcher a challenge. Macon carried the challenge, and re- 
ceived a most scathing rebuke from Thatcher when he pre- 
sented it, for countenancing *'that most foolish custom of 
duelling." No official attention was paid the matter by the 
House, but Mr. Macon did not improve his reputation by his 
connection with the affair. 

In 1798 two measures, designed to accomplish party pur- 
poses, were passed by the Federalist majority in the House 
and Senate, and obtained the approval of the Federalist Pres- 
ident, Adams, who was at that time at the height of his pop- 
ularity. These measures were known as the "Alien and Se- 
dition Acts." The former was an act for the removal of **such 
aliens bom, not entitled by the constitution and laws to the 
rights of citizenship, as may be dangerous to its peace and 
safety." The bill also conferred upon the President the pow- 
er to order the withdrawal of any alien, under penalty of im- 
prisonment if the order should be disobeyed. The Sedition Act 
was intended to punish persons who should conspire to oppose 
measures of the government, or who should intimidate office 
holders. That the act was directed against the Republican 
journalists is plain from the fact that to libel, by any **scan- 
dalous writing, printing, publishing, or speaking" the Presi- 
dent, the two Houses of Congress, or any Court, or Judge 
thereof, was constituted a crime punishable by heavy fine 
and imprisonment. Almost all the foreigners in the country 
were Republicans, and their bitter opposition to Adams and 
his policy had aroused the hatred of the Federalists. The lat- 
ter determined to rid themselves of these men, who seemed to 
them to be attempting to destroy the liberties of the coun- 
try, as well as of Americans, who were inclined to criticise 

♦Thomas Blount, who was a Colonel at Butaw. 

tGeorg'e Thatcher, from the iSiaine District of Massachusetts. 



10 JAMBS SPRUNT HISTORICAI. MONOGRAPHS 

too freely and independently the Federalist administration 
and policy. The Alien Act was unjust ^to foreigners; the Se- 
dition Act was a direct blow at the liberty of the press. Gal- 
latin* and Livingstonef led the opposition to these acts in the 
House, having the hearty support of Macon and the other 
members who took the same view of the constitution as him- 
self. Mr. Macon argued that the acts were neither constitu- 
tional nor necessary; that the Alien Act conferred upon the 
President too much power over the liberties of individuals. 
The Sedition act he denounced in the strongest terms. He 
had no doubt in his mind that the bill was in direct opposi- 
tion to the constitution. Mr. Otisf had said that the bill was 
conformable to common law. He (Macon) knew that persons 
might be prosecuted for libel under the State governments, 
but this bill proposed to take from the States the regulation 
of the press and give it to the national government, More- 
over,if a law like this was passed, abridging the, liberty of the 
press, Congress would have the same right to set up an estab- 
lished church, and prohibit the free exercise of religion, as 
**all are contained in the same claus^e of the constitution." 
He furthermore declared it to be his belief that the law 
would entirely fail of its purpose. Extreme measures of re- 
straint invariably operate in a manner directly contrary to 
that intended by their originators. If the people were dis- 
satisfied with the government, the proposed law would only 
tend to augment and crystallize that dissatisfaction. The 
people suspect that something is wrong when the govern- 
ment seeks by law to suppress free discussion. **They know 
that truth is not afraid of investigation," and may always be 
as safely trusted with free discussion as their representatives. 
This particular bill might be comparatively harmless, but it 
was at least the beginning of a policy which would lead no 
one could tell where. He afi&rmed that he held the liberty of 
the press a sacred matter, and one that ought to be left where 

♦Albert Gallatin , of Pennsylvania, afterwards New York. 
JEdward lyivingstone, of New York, afterwards lyousiana. 
. 1^3-"^^®°^ Gray Otis, of Massachusetts. 
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the constitution had left it, in the hands of the state govern- 
ments. He feared that the act would give rise to number- 
less abuses. Subsequent events proved the wisdom of Ma- 
con's opinion. The acts reacted upon the heads of their orig- 
inators and did much to hasten the downfall of the Federalist 
party, They were the direct cause of the passage of the fa- 
mous ''Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions" by the Legisla- 
tures of those States, declaring the "Alien and Sedition Acts, 
and some other statutes, unconstitutional, void, and no law." 
These resolutions were never laid before Congress, but nu- 
merous petitions were introduced at the next session asking 
for the repeal of the acts. After another heated discussion it 
was decided by a strict party vote not to repeal. Mr, Macon 
'preserved substantially the same attitude toward these meas- 
ures so long as they were in force. 

In the elections of 1800 the Republicans were for the first 
time victorious. When the electors met and counted the 
votes for President, they found that Jefferson and Burr had 
each received 73 votes, Adams 65, and Pinckney 67. It then 
devolved upon the House to choose between Jefferson and Burr. 
When the House met to decide the matter, tellers were ap- 
pointed from the respective States to examine the ballots of 
each State. Mr, Macon was appointed teller for North 
Carolina. The first ballot showed eight States for Jefferson, 
six for Burr, and two — Maryland and Vermont — divided. 
The House balloted fruitlessly for four days amid the great- 
est national excitement and apprehension, but on the thirty- 
sixth ballot Maryland and Vermont voted for Jefferson, and 
Delaware and South Carolina cast blank ballots. The vote 
of the North Carolina delegation, of which Mr. Macon was 
teller and leader, was invariably "6 for Mr. Jefferson." On 
the first ballot only one of the votes of North C^xolina was 
cast for Burr, but later by strenuous efforts three others were 
secured for him. Mr. Macon was able, however, to hold 
a majority of the delegation for Jefferson, and cast the vote of 
the State for him on every ballot. 

The tables were turned now, and the Republicans had the 
President and a majority of both Houses of Congress. The 
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transfer of Gallatin to the Cabinet had left Macon the party 
leader in the House, and when Congress met in December, 
1801, he was elected Speaker by a flattering majority. He 
accepted at once, remarking that he did so with miujh diffi- 
dence, but that he should strive to attend to the duties of his 
ofl^ce with absolute fidelity and impartiality. At the close of 
the session, he received an unanimous vote of thanks for the 
able and impartial manner in which he had filled the position. 
That this expression was sincere is proven by the fact that he 
was continuously re-elected to that responsible position until 
the tenth Congress, when a new incumbent* was chosen, Mr. 
Macon not being able to be present at the opening of the ses- 
sion because of severe illness. It was a great achievement for 
any man to be able to give such complete satisf 9.ction in the 
midst of such stirring times. Measures anticipating war 
with foreign countries, internal affairs, party disputes, con- 
stantly engaged the attention of Confess, and often the dis- ^ 
cussions were most bitter and personal. The fact that Mr. 
Macon gave general satisfaction speaks volumes for the in- 
tegrity and absolute fairness of the man. 

During the first session of this Congress a question arose 
upon which Mr. Macon took a more prominent and pronounced 
stand than he had hitherto assumed in any of the debates. 
The question was the consideration of the **Senate Judiciary 
Bill." In the elections of 1800 it was seen that the people 
had grown tired of Federalist rule, and that all branches of 
the government would soon be in the hands of the Republi- 
cans. The Federalists therefore resolved, iu order to perpet- 
uate their influence in the government, to pass a judiciary 
act, creating new courts, new judges, and new officials. All 
the appointments to the offices thus created were made by 
Adams just previous to his retirement from the Presidency, 
and were at once confirmed by a Federalist Senate. As soon as 
Jefferson and his party came into power they proceeded to 
neutralize this work of the Federalists by repealing the Judi- 
ciary Act. The repeal bill was introduced into the Senate by 

^Joseph B. Varnum, of Massachusetts. 
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Breckenridge* on January 6th, 1802, and after a most heated 
discussion passed by a majority of one vote only. The Senate 
bill was sent to the House February 15th, and its discussion 
continued with great vehemence from that time until M5»rch 
3rd. The opponents of the measure sought to have further 
consideration postponed until the following December, but 
lost their motion by astrict party vote, and the bill was passed 
repealing the act. Mr. Macon's most important speech in 
Congress thus far was made early in the discussion of the re- 
peal measure, and was delivered with much force and enthusi- 
asm. He ridiculed the argument which his opponents had 
advanced that the repeal was unconstitutional, when they 
themselves had said in the debate on the passage of the Judi- 
ciary Bill that Congress had power to enact such legislation 
as might seem proper in the case at issue. He believed that 
the repeal was constitutional. The constitution of his native 
State allowed its General Assembly to create or abolish courts 
as it saw fit. The same power which could create a law es- 
tablishing courts could certainly repeal that law if it deemed it 
expedient to do so. He believed the lately established judi- 
ciary was not required by the exigencies of the government, 
and he heartily favored its abolition. More than that the 
General Assembly of North Carolina has passed resolutions 
asking for the repeal, and he felt bound to follow their in- 
structions. Mr. Macon also replied to some of the state- 
ments of the opposition with great sarcasm and vigor. He 
denounced as basely false, and as utterly abhorrent to a truly 
American spirit, the accusation that his party wished the 
courts viciously formed. Not less scathing was his denun- 
ciation of the opposition for intimating that civil war might 
result from the repeal of the act. 

In this* speech Mr. Macon also evinced his admiration for 
North Carolina, and his great charity for the opinions even 
of those who were disposed to malign him and his party. In 
reply to the statement of an opposition Congressman from 

* John Breckenridge, of Kentucky, grandfather of John C. Brecken- 
ridge. 

2 
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i^orth Carolina, that in that State it had been found * 'neces- 
sary to have judges to protect the people from their worst en- 
emy, themselves," Macon observed warmly that he "had 
thought that we, the people, formed this government, and 
could be trusted with it. *My colleague never could have ut- 
tered that sentence had he not been governed by that passion 
which he supposed governs others. It is true that we are not 
a rich and wealthy State, but it is equally true that there is 
no State in the Union more attached to law and order." In 
closing his speech he calmly observed that he would not un- 
dertake to say that all who differed from him in opinion were 
disorganizers and Jacobins. 

While Macon was so pronounced in his opposition to the 
Judiciary Act, he did not favor the impeachment of Judge 
Chasef which followed as part of the Republican attack 
upon the Judiciary. He had * 'grave doubts whether 
a judge ought to be impeached for expressing to a grand 
jury political opinions which every man was permitted 
to hold and express elsewhere." Whether or not the conduct 
of the judge warranted impeachment, the Republicans would 
have done well to follow Macon's advice. 

Mr. Macon was fully in sympathy with Jefferson's policy of 
retrenchment, and assisted materially in the latter's plans for 
a "chaste reformation" of army and navy, and in reducing 
the general expenses of the government. However, after se- 
curing the passage of the Peace Establishment Act of 1801, 
authorizing the President to sell a large part of the navy, 
and. to reduce the number of sailors and officers, he was comT 
pelled reluctantly to consent to a declaration of war against 
the Barbary powers, and to resume the "hated Federalist pol- 
icy of building a navy." The wisdom of the latter course be- 
comes evident in the light of the effect the small American 
squadrons produced upon Tripoli, and later upon England in 
the war of 1812. 

Closely following the assembling of the eighth Congress in 

* Archibald Henderson. v 

tSamuel Chase, of Maryland, Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, impeached for arbitrary conduct on the bench and ex- 
pressing political opinions in a charge to the grand jury. 
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1802 beg-an the very important debates on the Louisiana 
question. The issue at first was whether Congress should 
authorize the ratification of the/*Treaty of Cession" from the 
French government. Here we have the interesting spectacle 
of the Federalists and Republicans setting forth constitution- 
al views directly opposed to those which they had held a few 
years previous. The Federalists, although bitterly opposed 
to Jefferson's pet scheme of cession and annexation, could not 
deny the constitutional power to acquire territory and make 
treaties; but they contended that Congress had no power to 
annex a foreign State, and that the power to annex territory 
had never been delegated to the Executive and two-thirds of 
the Senate, but depended entirely upon the assent of each in- 
dividual State. Those ardent States' Rights Republicans, 
Randolph,* Nicholsonf and Rodney, J defended the administra- 
tion policy chiefly on the ground that the power of Congress 
to annex territory was tmfhed in the power to make treaties, 
and on the * 'necessary and proper" clause which had hitherto 
been so obnoxious to the Republicans. Macon took no part 
in the debate, but sat calmly in his seat while Randolph closed 
the argument. Whether or not his constitutional views 
account for his silence we cannot say. He certainly did not 
openly oppose the action of his party. He took no active part 
in the passage of the bill authorizing the President to take 
possession of the territory gained by the cession. When, 
however, the Senate bill, vesting the government of the terri- 
tory in a Governor and Legislative Council of thirteen mem- 
bers, appointed by the President, who together should be em- 
powered to make laws conformable to the constitution of the 
United States, was under consideration Mr. Macon spoke out 
and condemned the measure as undemocratic. He thought 
the territorial form of government best suited to the people 
of Louisiana. The people of the Mississippi Territory were 

*John Randolph, of Roanoke, Virginia, 
t Joseph Hooper Nicholson, of Maryland. 

JCaesar A. Rodney, of Delaware, afterwards Attorney General of 
the United States. 



16 JAME SPRUNT HISTORICAI. MONOGRAPHS 

living' under that form of government, and as they were very 
much like the people of Louisiana, it seemed to him that the 
same kind of government would be suitable for the latter. He 
thought they were not prepared for a State government, but 
that the exercise of territorial government would eventually 
prepare them for Statehood.^ The objectionable section of the 
bill was struck out, but the Senate not concurring, the House 
was finally compelled to accede to the demand of that body, 
and the section was incorporated in the bill as finally passed. 
In December, 1810, the matter came up for final settlement 
in the form of a bill * 'enabling the people of Louisiana to 
form a constitution and State Government, and for the ad- 
mission of such State into the Union on the same footing with 
other States, and for other purposes." On December 17 the 
Speaker had appointed Macon chairman of the committee to 
report on the admission of Orleans Territory as a State. On 
the 27th Macon reported the bill mentioned above admitting 
Louisiana and West Florida to the Perdido as a State. There- 
was doubt, however, as to the claim of the United States to 
West Florida, and on January 9th, 1811, the bill was amend- 
ed by withdrawing West Florida from its operation. The 
debate on this bill was particularly memorable because during 
its progress the first formal declaration of the doctrine of se- 
cession was made in the halls of Congp-ess. Mr. Quincy,* in a 
speech delivered on Janury 14th, violently attacked the meas- 
ure, declaring that *4f this bill passes, it is my deliberate 
opinion that it is virtually a dissolution of this Union; that it 
will free the States from their moral obligation; and, as it 
will be the right of all, so it will be the duty of some, defi- 
nitely to prepare for a separation— amicably if they can, vio- 
lently if they must." This utterance caused not a little ex-^ 
citement. Macon supported his bill on the gp'ound that it 
was undoubtedly constitutional, and that it ought to be pass- 
ed for the benefit of the people of the territory in question. 
The right to create States out of acquired territory was one 
which he had always contended for. He did not want provin- 

*Josiah Quincy, of Massachusetts, son of the Revolutionary patriot. 
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ces, but he did want to give these people their rights. Their 
French descent was no reason for keeping them out of the 
Union. Nor did it concern Cohgress who their Senators and 
Representatives would be. It was true that Orleans was a 
slave territory, and he would be glad if the people could get 
rid of their slaves; but that matter in no way affected the 
question at issue. The House accepted his view and by a 
large majority passed the bill. 

Mr. Macon's official conduct in regard to the war of 1812 
has frequently been characterized as inconsistent and uu- 
statesmanlike. Seldom was such a charge preferred against 
him. Let us see what his conduct really was. 

With the outbreak of the war between France and England 
in 1795 both countries began to restrict and destroy American 
commerce. British cruisers made such wholesale captures of 
American vessels and such outrageous impressments of Amer- 
ican seamen that in March, 1794, a * 'temporary embargo was 
laid, forbidding vessels to depart from American ports." The 
difficulties were partially settled for the time by the ratifica- 
tion of the Jay Treaty in 1795, but the treaty was by no 
means satisfactory. - These troubles, which eventually led to 
the war of 1812, began again in 1803 with the renewal of war 
between France and England. The British admiralty courts 
decided that goods which started from French colonies could 
be captured, even though they had been landed and reshipped 
in the United States. English ships at once began to make 
captures and wholesale impressments of American seamen. 
Jefferson was loth to give up his peace policy, but matters 
grew worse and he was forced to adopt defensive measures of 
some sort. Wishing to avoid war, he determined upon three 
other remedies. The first was to provide some means of de- 
fense; the second to negotiate a favorable treaty with Eng- 
land; and the third was a policy of commercial restriction. 
Early in the first session of the tenth Congress, (1807-8), sev- 
eral measures were introduced into Congress looking toward 
the accomplishment of these plans. Coast fortifications 
would cost forty or fifty millions; and in lieu of them it was 
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proposed to build gun-boats which could be manned and put 
to stSL whenever necessity should require. The Senate bill 
brought up in the House in November, 1807. was opposed by 
Macon as incomplete and extravagant. He thought it not 
advisable to devote so large a sum as $850,000 to such an 
equivocal means of defense; and furthermore, the bill was in- 
complete in that it made no provision for manning the boats. 
The bill passed, however, by the enormous majority of 111 to 
19. The wisdom of Mr. Macon's course in objecting to it af- 
terwards became evident. The boats cost, all told, nearly 
$2,000,000, and were of little service. 

All negotiations to secure a satisfactory treaty were fruit- 
less. In the mean time the third part of Jefiferson's policy was 
adopted by Congress. When the resolutions, that no goods be 
imported from England and English colonies, were laid before 
the House, Macon opposed them in an exhaustive speech. In 
his opinion the nation must choose between two alternatives: 
**to be happy and contented without war, and without inter- 
nal taxes; or to be warlike and glorious, abounding in what 
is called honor and dignity, or in other words, in taxes and 
blood." 

The dispute with Great Britain was in regard to the carry- 
ing trade. In his opinion it was not nearly so important as 
the coasting and direct trade, for this affected the agricultural 
communities of the nation. Hence it would be very disastrous 
to enact measures which must affect that trade. He also 
thought we should act cautiously- We had avoided war with 
France by using pacific measures, and why should we not at- 
tempt the same thing in the present case. He considered fal- 
lacious the argument that by prohibiting the imf)ortation of 
English goods a very important class in England — the mer- 
chants — would be brought to our help, in order that their trade^ 
might not be affected. He thought that the proposed action 
would not be favorable to all sections of the country alike, 
even if it bene^ted some. The South sent out two-thirds of 
the export products of the Union, and the people of that sec- 
tion would lose all this if trade with England should be cut 
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off. The Northern States would doubtless be benefited by 
th^ home manufactures that would spring up if this trade 
iBvere cut off, but the South would suffer far more. He de- 
plored the impressment of American seamen, but thought 
that the proposed measures suggested no remedy. The reso- 
lutions were passed, however, and a bill was introduced and 
passed pursuant to them. Again Mr. Macon's judgment was 
proved to be correct. The act failed of its purpose and was 
suspended after it had been in operation six weeks. 

In December, 1807, it was learned that the king had auth- 
thorized English naval officers to exercise their assumed 
right of impressment. The Senate replied to the tfiessage of 
the President, recommending an embargo, by passing a bill 
to that effect in a single day. It was at once sent to the 
House, but as the discussion of the measure was conducted 
with closed doors, we know nothing definite of Mr. Macon's 
attitude in regard to it. From his speech delivered some 
time after, on the bill repealing the embargo, and from the 
votes of his colleagues at the time, it is altogether probable 
that he favored the embargo. The measure proved entirely 
abortive. It would perhaps have proved effective but for its 
evasion by the New England seamen. The people of that 
section were not in sympathy with the administration, and 
evaded the embargo m every possible way. So disastrous was 
it to home interests, and such little effect did it produce upon 
England and France, and so great was the dissatisfaction with 
it over the entire Union, that it became necessary to repeal 
the measure and adopt other legislation. 

In April, 1808, a bill was introduced into the House, and 
passed, authorizing the President, in the event of certain con- 
tingencies arising during the recess of Congress, to suspend 
the embargo. Mr. Macon unsuccessfully opposed this measure. 
With the assembling of Congress the following November a 
great number of resolutions were introduced into the House 
asking, some for a total and some for a partial repeal. Mr. Ma- 
con was surprised. He thought the stand taken by Congress 
the session before entirely proper. The spirit of liberty seemed 
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superseded by a desire for gain. He was called an enemy of 
the country because he favored a continuance of the embargo. 
In order to show what he thought ought to be done he intro- 
duced into the House three resolutions relating to it. The 
first was that the committee appointed on that part of the 
President's message relating to foreign affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of excluding by law from the 
ports of the United States all armed ships belonging to pow- 
ers disposed to prey upon our commerce. The second was that 
the same committee inquire as to the expediency of prohibit- 
ing the entrance of vessels coming from any place in the pos- 
session of the above mentioned powers to our ports, or the im- 
portation of the merchandise of those powers. The third was 
to inquire into the expediency of continuing the embargo. Mr. 
Macon was opposed to any repeal measures at that time. He 
argued that there were three alternatives left us, submission 
to the edicts of France and England, war with those nations 
or a continuance of the embargo. The idea of submission 
was out of the question; he would not submit and the people 
would not. War should only be declared as a last resort; and 
it was clear that the embargo should be . continued awhile 
longer at least. He thought that the embargo, aided by a 
non-intercourse act, would produce the desired effect upon 
France and England; but his effort to secure the continuance 
of the first named measure was futile; the embargo was re- 
pealed, and as a substitute, the non-intercourse act was passed, 
much to his displeasure, forbidding English and French ships 
from entering American ports. 

As the non-intercourse act was to expire by limitation at the 
close of the next session, when Congress met in 1809 it was 
necessary to adopt new legislation. In his report Gallatin ad- 
vised that either the system of restriction should be rigidly 
carried out or entirely removed. So far it had failed to accom- 
plish any good results. Accordingly, Mr. Macon, as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations, reported a bill 
which was understood to have the approval of Gallatin and 
the President. This bill, known as the **Macon Bill, No, 1," 
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contained twelve sections. The first and second excluded 
French and English warships from our ports; the third ex- 
cluded French and English merchant vessels; the fourth re- 
stricted all importations of English and French goods to ves- 
sels owned wholly by American citizens; the fifth, sixth, sev- 
enth and eighth restricted these importations to sucfi as came 
directly from England and France; the ninth authorized the 
President to remove the restrictions whenever either of the 
other countries removed theirs; the eleventh repealed the old 
non-intercourse act; and the twelfth limited the duration of 
the act to March 4th, 1810. The bill as drawn was the only 
measure short of war which met the requirements of the case. 
Nevertheless, it was condemned by the opposition as both too 
strong and too weak a measure. Macon supported the bill be- 
cause *4t places restriction on those who restrict us, and not, 
as at present, on ourselves." He denied the accusation that 
the Administration and the Southern States desired war. 
They wanted peace if it could be honorably maintained. Af- 
ter a month's exciting debate the bill was passed; but the 
Federalists in the Senate effected a coalition with the personal 
enemies of Gallatin, and struck out all the sections of the bill 
except the first, second, and twelfth, practically defeating it. 
When the bill came back to the House Macon denounced it 
vehemently **as a total dereliction of national honor, a base 
submission to the aggressions of belligerents, a disgraceful 
abandonment of our policy of resistance." The House would 
not agree with the amendments of the Senate, and the bill 
was lost. Something must be done, however, and the **Ma- 
con Bill, No. 2," was introduced and passed. It was an abso- 
lute surrender of everything at stake. Even the non-inter- 
course act was repealed by it. It conferred upon the Presi- 
ident the power, *4n case either of the aggressing nations 
should withdraw their edicts, to prohibit American trade 
with the other." This delegation of power was totally un- 
constitutional, and the whole bill a mere makeshift. The 
charge of inconsistency hardly holds here, however, for al- 
though Macon reported the bill as chairman of the commit- 
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tee, he openly avowed that the bill was *Taylor's, and not 
his own, and when put upon its final passage he voted against 
it. 

When Congress met in 1811 it was evident that a- war with 
England was imminent. No satisfactory agreement had been 
reached with the foreign belligerents, and the war party was 
rapidly growing in the United States. The first act of the 
House was to elect Henry Clay, of Kentucky, Speaker. Clay- 
was a young man of recognized force and was known to favor 
war. Thus Congress committed itself to that policy which 
was consummated in June of the following year by a declara- 
tion of war with England. On December 6th, 1811, six reso- 
lutions were introduced into the House, authorizing defensive 
measures in case of war. The first of these resolutions was 
for the completion of the military establishment by filling up 
the ranks and prolonging the enlistment of troops, and for giv- 
ing bounty lands, in addition to the bounty and pay allowed by 
law, in order to encourage enlistments of troops. The second 
was for raising an additional force of troops for three years' 
service; the third was to authorize the President to accept the 
services of as many as fifty thousand volunteers; the fourth 
that the President be allowed to order out the militia from 
time to time, as necessity might require; the fifth was that all 
vessels, not in service, belonging to the navy, and worthy of 
repair, be immediately fitted up and put in commission; and 
the sixth was to allow merchant vessels to arm and protect 
themselves. Mr. Macon voted for the first four of these reso- 
lutions; but opposed the fifth and sixth. His idea was that 
there were vessels enough in the navy to protect the coast in 
defensive warfare, and he thought warships of very little val- 
ue for other purposes. Here he made an egregious blunder, 
as was evidenced by the valuable aid given the American 
cause by squadrons under Hull, Perry, and others. No other 
victories of the war did more to revive the drooping national 
spirit, and at the same time to convince England of the re- 
sources of the Americans, than those won on the high seas. 

♦John Taylor, of South Caxolina, Representative 1807-'10, Senator 
181(>-'16, Representative again 1816-'l7, Governor 1826-'28. 
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On January 6th, 1812, a bill for raising twenty-five thousand ' 
troops passed, and fifty thousand volunteers were authorized. 
Mr. Macon worked strenuously ag-ainst this bill. Again on 
the 29th of January, he voted against the naval establish- 
ment. Matters constantly grew worse, and on April 1st the 
President recommended that Congress lay an embargo which 
should be considered preliminary to war with England. Mr. 
Macon voted for the embargo, and a month later for the 
House resolution that war be declared against England. This 
resolution was passed in the Senate on June 18th, and the war 
had come, - Mr. Macon at once wrote to each postmaster in 
his district the laconic note: 

Bear Sir: — War was declared with Great Britain yesterday. 

Yours, &c., 
N. Macon. 

The point of inconsistency urged against Mr. Macon was 
this. He voted for the first and second embargo, and he was 
an ardent supporter of the bill declaring war against Great 
Britain, yet voted against bills providing for troops, ships, 
fortifications, and other necessities of war, and must have 
known at the time that the example of a man so prominent as 
himself must have great effect in discouraging the war. In 
1809, when there was great prospect of trouble with England, 
he used these words: "You must get clear of the navy yards; 
if you do not put them down, unquestionably they will put 
you down. How is it with the navy? Has it been employed 
to more advantage? * * * i y^ni not raise a cent to sup- 
port the present plan. I have no hesitation in saying that I 
shall feel bound to vote down the additional^ force of six 
thousand men whenever the subject shall come before us, 
I voted for it; but found then, as now, we talk a great deal 
about war and do nothing." This was but a following out 
in the hour of his country's peril, of Jefferson's retrenchment 
policy of other days. Macon persistently clung to the idea 
that the maintenance of a navy was an useless expense to the 
government. Although in his speech on the Loan Bill in 1814 
he professed hearty sympathy with the war, his entire record 
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shows that he was by no means an ardent supporter, and the 
weak and desultory manner in^ which the war was con- 
ducted, and the g-reat inactivity of the administration party 
in Congress, is to be ascribed, in large measure, to the hesita- 
tion and lack of vig-or and energ-y of Macon and the other 
party leaders. A little investig-ation g-ives a perfectly clear 
explanation of his conduct, however. His action, or rather, 
inaction, was due to his peculiar theory of defensive war, and 
to his construction of the constitution. He voted ag-ainst 
measures appropriating money for fortifications, considering 
them a '*very equivocal species of protection, and will oftener 
be of advantage to the enemy by first being taken and con- 
verted into a magazine for his armies." He perhaps became 
aware of the importance of fortifications when the British cap- 
tured and pillaged Washington City in 1814. It will be re- 
membered that New England took no active part in the war. 
When Massachusetts was called on to furnish her militia to 
recruit the American army, the Governor of the State in- 
formed the President that **siace there was no invasion, there 
was no constitutional reason for sending the. militia." The 
Governor of Vermont replied to a similar requisition by say- 
ing, that "the military strength and resources of a State must 
be reserved -for its own defense and protection, exclusively." 
Mr, Macon held substantially the same ideas. He contended 
that in the time of war the different States might raise forces 
and consolidate them for the common defense if they chose; 
but he denied the power of the general government to demand 
that a State should contribute her quota of troops for national 
defense if she did not wish. He at one time went so far as to 
say that the Federal government had no right to quarter 
troops in North Carolina, if she were unfavorable to war. 
We confess that Mr. Macon's conduct with respect to the war 
of 1812 appears to us very unstatesmanlike, even if he be not 
amenable to the charge of gross inconsistency. 

In December, 1815, Francis Locke, Senator from North 
Carolina, resigned his seat in the Senate, and the General 
Assembly, without solicitation on his part, elected Macon to 
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fill the vacancy. He at once resigned his of&ce as a member 
of the House, and assumed his new duties as Senator. 

. He had served in the Senate only a few months, when the 
question of re-establishing- the United States Bank came up. 
Mr. Maiton seems not to have had very comprehensive ideas 
on questions of national finance. The determination of such 
issues involved questions of expediency and judgment; and his 
judgment was not always trustworthy save in matters of ab- 
solute right oir wrong. A proof of this is in his attitude toward 
the Bank of the United States. Hamilton's bank, established 
in 1790, had done much to establish and maintain the credit 
of the government during its infancy. In 1811 its charter ex- 
pired, and in spite of the unsettled conditions of finance and 
commercial policy, the republican distrust of Federalist insti- 
tutions, together with the spite of Gallatin's personal enemies, 
was suf&cient to defeat the proposition to recharter the bank. 
The debate was warm and the vote close — 65 to 64. Macon 
opposed the measure, thus committing himself to the niggard- 
ly policy that 'was pursued throughout the war of 1812. The 
attempt to re-establish the bank in 1814 he also opposed. His 
only objection was that Congress had no constitutional power 
to establish such an institution. This opinion may at this 
day appear ridiculous in the light of the reasoning of Hamil- 
ton and Marshall on the same question. Macon admitted that 
great advantages would be secured from the establishment of 
the bank, but was fearful of any assumption of undelegated 
power. His attitude toward the question was practically un- 
changed when the bank was re-established in 1816. 

Mr. Macon always opposed the principle of giving public 
aid to private enterprises or private needs. He likewise op- 
-posed expenditures of money for internal improvements. It is 
only necessary to turn to his speech on the bill granting to 
Lafayette the then princely pension which he received while 
on his second visit to America, to ascertain how Macon regard- 
ed such measures. The wisdom of his position is evident. 
The same thing can be said with regard to his internal im- 
provement policy. The government first committed itself to 
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that policy in 1806 by appropriating" a sum of money for lay- 
ing- off and beginning the construction of a public road from 
Maryland to Ohio, commonly known as the "Cumberland 
Rdad." At different times during the following six years ap- 
propriations were made for prosecuting the work, **so that by 
1812 more than $200,000 had been expended upon it." Its con- 
.struction was not prosecuted during the war of 1812, but im- 
mediately afterward it was again carried forward. Macon's 
views in regard to the construction of this road, as well as up- 
on the general scheme of internal improvements prepared by 
Calhoun in 1816, are set forth in a speech which he delivered 
in the Senate in 1817. He opposed the policy for the general 
lieason that the constitution warranted no such expenditures 
of public moneys. In his opinion all the moneys which the 
government could command should be used in paying off the 
national debt. He opposed the scheme also on the ground 
that the bill was imperfectly drawn. If the money must be 
voted, it ought to be appropriated for special objects and not 
for a general, undefined scheme of improvement. He further 
defined his position on this point in a speech made on the sub- 
ject of the Florida canal in 1826. He did not like for the gov- 
ernment to go oil picking up bits of power here and there. To 
illustrate: "A wagon road (Cumberland Road) was made un- 
der a treaty with an Indian tribe twenty odd years ago; and 
now it becomes a great national object, to be kept up by large 
appropriations. We thus go on, step by step, until we get al- 
most unlimited power." In closing his speech he made the 
suggestive remark that he believed that these schemes would 
be carried on by private enterprise if it could be done profita- 
bly; and that Congress was only appealed to when such was 
not the case. 

The question of slavery arose with the organization of the 
Federal Government. In the second session of the first Con- 
gress memorials were introduced asking for the abolition of 
slavery, but Congress decided that it had no jurisdiction in the 
matter. In 1793 the Fugitive Slave Law was passed by Con- 
gress, providing for the return of "fugitives from justice, and 
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persons escaping from the service of their masters." The 
claimant (of the slave) was simply to satisfy any national or 
State magistrate that he was entitled to the person claimed 
in order to secure his return. This bill passed the House 
without debate, and almost without opposition, Macon voting 
in the affirmative. In 1797 the attention of Congress was called 
to a question arising under the op^ation of the fugitive slave 
law. Four slaves, claiming to have been liberated by their 
masters in North Carolina, had again been sold into slavery. 
They escaped to Philadelphia, and were there seized under 
the fugitive slave act. They petitioned Congress for relief. 
Mr. Macon spoke on the petition, saying that no man wished 
to encourage petitions more than himself, and no man had 
thought over the subject more than he. However, he believ- 
ed that the general government could do nothing for these 
men; but by application to the State courts justice would be 
done them. He must vote in the negative on the question of 
receiving the petition. 

The opponents of slavery were not silenced, however. In 
the following November there was presented to Congress a 
memorial, prepared by the Quakers of Philadelphia, one sec- 
tion of which prayed that Congress discountenance the evils 
wrought by the slaye trade, and use every exertion to have 
these evils redressed. The specific complaint was that one 
hundred and thirty-four slaves, freed by members of the So- 
ciety of Friends in North Carolina, had been reduced to slav- 
ery again under the operation of an ex post facto law. The 
consideration of the memorial was violently opposed. Mr. 
Macon said there was not a man in North Carolina who did 
not wish that there were no blacks in the country. Slavery 
was a misfortune — he considered it a curse; but there was no 
way of getting rid of it. He looked upon the Quakers as war 
makers rather than peace makers, as they were continually en- 
deavoring to stir up insurrections among negroes in the South- 
ern States. It was wrong for these people to desire the House 
to do what it has no constitutional power to do. This was a 
matter of State policy. The whole petition was unnecessary, 
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and the only object seemed to be to sow dissension. If Con- 
gress had the power to act he should be in favor of commit- 
ting- the memorial, but as no purpose could be served by so do- 
ing, it was needless to commit. Mr. Macon afterwards re- 
tracted his strictures upon the Quakers as too severe and gen- 
eral. 

In May, 1800, a bill to **iirohibit carrying the slave trade to 
any foreign country" was passed after a long and exciting de- 
bate, Macon voting in the af&rmative. In February, 1804, the 
matter came up under a new guise. A resolution was intro- 
duced into the House imposing a tax of ten dollars on every 
slave imported into any port of the United States or territor- 
ies. The immediate occasion of the resolution was the action 
of the South Carolina General Assembly in repealing the law 
of that State prohibiting the importation of negroes. Mr. 
Macon, (at that timeSpeaker), believed that the resolution was 
not founded on good policy. The avowed object of the pro- 
posed tax was to show the hostility of Congress to the princi- 
ple of importing slaves. If Congress taxed the slave trade it 
abound itself to the protection of that trade. The question was 
not whether the slave trade should be prohibited, but wheth- 
er it should be taxed. What if South Carolina had done wrong, 
as charged, in permitting the importation of slaves? Might 
not this measure be wrong also? Would it not look like an 
attempt on the part of the general government to correct a 
State for the undisputed exercise of its constitutional powers? 
It would operate as a censure upon the State, and to this he 
would never consent. There seemed to him no need of inter- 
position. No slaves had been permitted to be imported since 
the adoption of the Federal constitution, and the question now 
was simply whether, for the sake of a trifling revenue, the 
protection of the traffic should be undertaken; for the traffic 
would be legalized if taxed. He must vote against the tax be- 
cause it was an impolitic measure. The resolution was, never- 
theless, passed by a close vote, and a bill pursuant to it was 
ordered to be brought into the House. The bill would un- 
doubtedly have passed had it not been that some members 



THE CONGRBSSIONAL CARKER OF NATHANIEI< MACON 29 

wished to give the South Carolina General Assembly time to 
enact further legislation. Further consideration was conse- 
quently postponed for the time. In January, 1806, the resolu- 
tion was again introduced into the House. Mr. Macon reiter- 
ated the arguments he had used against it in his former 
speech. The resolution was passed this time by a large ma- 
jority, ?Lnd a bill was again prepared but recommitted, and 
not put upon its final passage during that session. 

The question was one that would not down, however, and 
with the assembling of Congress in December, 1806, it came 
up more prominently than ever. In his message Jefferson 
called the attention of Congress to the fact that the time was 
approaching when that body would have constitutional war- 
rant for enacting legislation relative to the slave trade. This 
paragraph of the message was regularly referred to a com- 
mittee, with Early,* of Georgia, as chairman. On December 
l-Sth, 1806, he reported a bill declaring the importation of ne- 
gro slaves unlawful; * 'imposing a fine on the importer, with 
forfeiture of ship and cargo" to the United States, to be sold 
at auction by the government; and authorized the President to 
employ armed vessels of the United States to enforce the law. 
The anti-slavery members at once objected to this disposition 
of the forfeited slaves, and attempted to amend the bill by 
granting freedom to such slaves. Macon objected to this prop- 
osition on the ground that it would be impossible to enforce 
the law if illegally imported negroes were to become free un- 
der its provisions. The bill was recommitted, the debate "ad- 
journed, resumed, adjourned again." It seemed impossible for 
a majority to come to any definite agreement upon it. An- 
other amendment was moved, *'that no 'person shall be sold 
as a slave by virtue of this act." The vote was 60 to 60, and 
Macon, by his casting vote, threw out the amendment. In a 
brief speech he strongly urged the passage of the bill as it 
stood. He considered it simply a commercial question, and 
beyond that Congress had absolutely no authority in the mat- 
ter. The law of nations had nothing to do with it. Our pow- 

*Peter Early. He was at one time Governor of Georgia. 
3 
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ers of legislation were delegated by the constitution, and he 
would be glad for any one to point out what part of the con- 
stitution gavg authority to legislate on the subject in hand. 
He believed that forfeiture was the only effectual mode of pro- 
hibition. The Senate bill was finally accepted as a substi- 
tute, and, as passed, was very different from the one first in- 
troduced into the House; and was not a very stringent prohib- 
itory law. It was passed by a practically unanimous vote, 
only five nays being recorded against it. 

During the next eight years the country was so entirely oc- 
cupied with the troubles with France and England, and with 
the esta.blishment of commercial and political lines of policy 
after the war, that no particular attention was given to the 
subject of slavery by Congress. The anti-slavery movement 
was not dead, however, and once the pressure of other affairs 
was removed, it again came before the country in that ever 
memorable contest which ended for the time in the Missouri 
Compromise; the first real struggle between the free and slave- 
holding States. Early in the session of 1817-18 legislation 
was enacted for a more strict prohibition of the slave trade, 
but unfortunately we have no record of the debates, the pro- 
ceedings having been carried on ia secret session. In 1819 a 
bill was introduced into the House admitting the Territory of 
Missouri to the Union without any restrictions as to slavery. 
The bill was amended by a clause prohibiting a further intro- 
duction of slaves, and granting freedom to the children of 
those already in the territory upon attaining the age of twen- 
ty-five years. When the bill came to the Senate it precipita- 
ted a long and animated discussion, Mr. Macon opposing ve- 
hemently the prohibitory clause. The Senate struck out all 
the House amendments regarding slavery, Mr. Macon voting 
with the majority. Three days later, the House having re- 
fused to change its bill, the Senate voted to adhere to its 
amendments, and the matter was dropped for that session. 

Slavery was the uppermost question throughout the next 
Congress. The House again passed the bill admitting Mis- 
souri, with the prohibitory clause inserted. A month before 
it had passed a bill admitting Maine as a State. The Senate 
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judiciary committee framed an amendment uniting the bills 
for the admission of these two States, and without any pro- 
hibition as to Mislouri. Mr. Macon voted for and vigorously 
defended in a speech this move of the Southern Senators. 
When the question of the passage of the bill as reported came 
up Macon supported it in a long and forcible speech. He be- 
gan by declaring that this was the greatest question that had 
ever engaged the attention of the Senate, and hoped that he 
should be able to discuss it in a calm and discreet manner. 
He was surprised at the patriotism of the gentleman* who had 
declared that he preferred disunion rather than that slaves 
should be carried west of the Mississippi. Age might have 
rendered him timid, or education might have prevailed on him 
to attach undue blessings to the constitution and Union, but 
if so, he had no desire to be free from his error. If the Union 
were dissolved it would be impossible to form another; all good 
men should seek to preserve it as it was. He then deprecated 
the formation of geographical parties, arraying section 
against section, and disturbing the public mind by inflamma- 
tory speeches and meetings. The government was already 
sufficiently troubled with perplexing questions. He then took 
up the question of the rights of the States. All the States hav- 
ing equal rights, all are content. All the new States have 
the same rights that the old have, and why make Missouri an 
exception? The terms of her admission ought not to be dif- 
ferent from those of Louisiana, her sister State, or any other 
State of the Union. Why depart in her case from the great 
American principle that the people can govern themselves? 
All the territory west of the Mississippi was acquired by the 
same treaty and upon the same terms, and it should all have 
the same rights. Besides this, the proposed prohibition 
would work gross injustice upon the present inhabitants of the 
territory. They had previously bought lands and settled there 
with their slaves, and the government had made no objec- 
tion: in fact, laws had been made guaranteeing that it would 
'defend such property. Could the government now violate 

♦Walter Lowrie, of Pennsylvania 
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this solemn agreement? We must consider the condition and 
feeling-s of those for whom we legislate, and not without the 
greatest caution must we violate the wish of the people be- 
cause that people is weak. He then rehearsed his pet theory 
that the people, as a rule, are governed too much; and that 
the free American spirit is particularly intolerant of gall- 
ing restraint. He closed his speech with remarks concerning 
tlie relations that really existed between slaves and their own- 
ers, and the attachment of the people to the principle of State 
government with as little Federal interference as possible. 
On February 16th the bill passed the Senate. Thomas,* of 
Illinois, at once offered an amendment, which was in sub- 
stance the famous compromise afterwards adopted. Mr. Ma- 
con opposed the amendment, urgfing that Congress had no au- 
thority to* deal with the matter. The amendment passed, 34. 
— 10. The house refused its agreement with the bill as sent 
down from the Senate, and returned it. The Senate refused 
to recede from its position, the House insisted, and a resolu- 
tion was offered in the Senate to appoint a committee to con- 
fer with the House. This motion precipitated a spirited de- 
bate. Macon spoke in favor of the conference; and the mat- 
ter was finally so decided. The conference committee recom- 
mended that the Senate recede from its amendments, and that 
both Houses adopt the compromise recommended. This was 
done and the question was thought to be settled. 

The next year the question came before Congress for the 
last time during Macon's public life. The people of Missouri 
had submitted a constitution to Congress, one clause of which 
provided that free colored men should not enter the State 
under any pretext. The Senate passed the bill admitting the 
State, but the House refused to do so until the clause of the 
constitution referring to the free blacks should be removed. 
Again conference committees were appointed, and a compro- 
mise was agreed upon. It is not necessary to go into ctetails 

♦Jesse B. Thomas, Senator 1818-'19. Had been United States district, 
judge. Was delegate from Indiana Territory to Congress 1808-'09. Re-" 
moved to Ohio — committed suicide in a fit of insanity, 1850. 
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of the question further, however. Mr. Macon's attitude to- 
ward it was substantially the same as toward other slavery 
legislation. He was opposed to the conditional admission 
granted Missouri by the last compromise, and with Smith* 
alone of all the Southern Senators, insisted upon absolute ad- 
mission or nothing. 

The question of tariff seems to have been a prominent one 
in our government ever since the formation of the Union. In 
1789 duties were laid on imports for the purpose of raising 
revenue, and were thenceforth increased from time to time as 
the needs of the Treasury demanded, up to the year 1816. 
Thus far the tariff had been imposed for revenue only, but, in 
his report to Congress in 1816, Dallasf recommended a distinct- 
ively protective system, and introduced into American politics 
*a question which is today a great national issue. The man- 
ufacturing industries had been built up by the increased dut- 
ies and restricted commerce occasioned by the war, and they 
were now clamoring for protection. The proposed bill was 
passed, not without much opposition from the South and agri- 
cultural communities generally. It failed to accomplish all 
that was hoped for it by its supporters, and in 1824 a new bill 
was passed increasing duties on certain metals and on agricul- 
tural products but giving little additional protection to cotton 
and woolen manufactures. For example, the duty on hemp 
was made $60 a ton. One of the chief objects of the prepara- 
tion of such a bill was to entangle the administration in polit- 
ical dif&culties, and it accomplished its purpose. As the ques- 
tion of protection is practically always the same it is not nec- 
essary to go into a detailed account of Mr. Macon's attitude 
in regard to it. A statement of his opinions as expressed in 
one or two of his speeches is quite suflBlcient. In a speech de- 
livered before the Senate in May, 1824, he declared himself to 
be a patron of American industry, but not at the expense of 
agriculture. It was utterly unconstitutional, in his opinion, 
to protect one set of industries in one part of the country, and 

^William Smith, of South Carolina, 
f Alexander J. Dallas, of Pennsylvania. 
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neglect the interests of the people in another part, and utter- 
ly unjust as well. He went on to speak of the advantages of 
agriculture as compared with other industries. He concluded 
his speech by declaring that he believed the measure not for 
the good of the nation; gentlemen had insisted that the meas- 
ure would prove to be for the good of the nation, but people 
nowadays generally meant themselves when they said nation. 
When the question came up again in 1828 Macon, although an 
old man of seventy years, delivered a speech two hours in 
length against the measure, reiterating the sentiments he had 
before uttered. 

The administration policy of sending ministers to the pro- 
posed Panama Congress of American Republics was one which 
Macon regarded with apprehension and disfavor. The meas- 
ure received ready support in the House, but encountered 
strenuous opposition in the Senate. Macon, the chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, * 'reported adversely 
upon the nomination of ministers." The report, a most able 
State paper, was drawn by Tazewell*, of Virginia. Its objec- 
tions were all well taken. The chief one was that we ought 
not to depart from the American policy of refraining from all 
entangling alliances. Nevertheless, the pressure of public 
opinion was great, and Macon's report was voted down. The 
whole scheme fell through with the early adjournment of the 
first session of this very unsatisfactory Congress. 

During the last years of Mr. Macon's career in the Senate 
the question of the abolition of imprisonment for debt came 
up a number of times. Macon's position with regard to it is 
clearly set forth in one of his speeches. He said that he be- 
lieved that when a man had given up all his property he 
should be released, and not put in jail where he could not 
work, or do anything for his own relief unless he happened to 
be a shoemaker or tailor. He believed that a majority of 
debtors were honest men; and that there were as many or more 
dishonest creditors than there were dishonest debtors. 

The veneration and respect with which Mr. Macon was re- 
garded during the last years of his public life are shown by 

♦Littleton Waller Tazewell. 
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the vote of Virginia for Vice-President in 1825. The election 
of President and Vice-President had devolved upon the 
House, and Virginia cast her 24 votes for Macon for the last 
named oflBlce. In January, 1827, the Vice-President being ab- 
sent, Mr. Macon was elected President /rio tern, of the Senate. 
So acceptable were his services to that body that again, in 
1828, in the absence of the Vice-President, he was elected 
to the same oflBlce, but this time declined the honor. Later in 
the same year, still active and vigorous in mind in spite of his 
burden of three score and ten years, he resigned his oflSce as 
Senator from North Carolina, and retired to the quiet of pri- 
vate life. At the same time he resigned as a trustee of the 
University of North Carolina, and laid aside all other ofl&cial 
trusts. 

It would be interesting to give more in detail the Congress- 
ional career of this worthy man, but enough has already been 
said to indicate his ofl&cial conduct in regard to all the really 
important national questions which he was called on to help 
decide while in Congress. A further examination of his career, 
of his position with regard to private appropriation bills. 
State claims, etc., would only emphasize ideas which have al- 
ready been set forth, and would be comparatively profitless. 

While in no way connected with Mr. Macon's Congressional 
career, it may perhaps be fitting to make a brief mention of 
his connection with the North Carolina Constitutional Conven- 
tion of 1835. There were a number of objections to the con- 
stitution then in force: it contained no provision for its own 
amendment, the method prescribed for the election of 
Governor had grown unpopular, etc. The convention assem- 
bled in Raleigh, and desiring the aid of Mr. Macon's experi- 
ence, wisdom and judgment, at once elected him President, 
although he was at that time an old man of 78 years. He 
was able nevertheless, in that position to render his State val- 
uable service; and the eagerness with which that service was 
sought is evidence of the unquestioned confidence and aflfec- 
tion of his people for him. . 

Such was the public career of Nathaniel Macon. In his 
life we have the example of a man of mediocre abilities and 
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meagre education rising to occupy the highest position of 
trust and honor that the people of his State could bestow. 
Judged by a standard of tireless endeavor and unswerving 
conceptions of duty, his was a career successful in the high- 
est degree. Judged by a standard of great personal achieve- 
ment, it was a success neither brilliant nor remarkable. Mr. 
Macon can never be called a great man in the highest sense of 
the term. He was not a leader, he was not a statesman in all 
respects; but he was an ideal representative. Lacking the 
personal influence, the subtle and almost indefinable charm of 
manner, the vague but real something which makes a man by 
nature a leader among his fellows, he could not draw men af- 
ter him except by his calm and thoughtful conservatism, and 
by that unswerving devotion to duty in which all who knew 
him placed the most implicit confidence. He was not a great 
statesman, either in the originality of his views of politics or 
in the practicability of his theories of government. But we 
repeat, he was the ideal representative. When his constitu- 
.ents sent him to Congress they knew that his action there 
would be an expression of their wishes in regard to public 
matters, yet tempered always by the calm and thoughtful 
judgment of the man himself. It was to this fact, as well as 
to the fact that he always voted against appropriations, not 
absolutely required by some pressing public necessity, that he 
was such a favorite with his people. There is nothing in the 
popular estimation which covers so **great a multitude of 
sins" as opposition to all appropriations of public moneys for 
purposes which are not absolute necessities. 

Mr, Henry Adams, in his History of the United States 
(1801-17) gives a most admirable portrait of Macon: '*The 
best qualities of the State (North Carolina) were typified in 
its favolite representive, Nathaniel Macon, a homespun 
planter, honest and simple, erring more often in his gram- 
mar than in his moral principles, but knowing little of the 
world beyond the borders of North Carolina. No man in 
American history left a better name than Macon, but the 
name was all he left. An ideal Southern Republican, inde- 
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pendent, unambitious, free from intrigue, true to his con- 
victions, a kindly and honorable man, his influence ♦ * ♦ 
was not so great as that of some less respectable and more 
busy politicians." The estimate does not agree with Ran- 
dolph's assertion that he was the **best, purest, and wisest 
man" he ever saw, but it is probably nearer the truth. 

Td the preparation of this paper reference has been made to the fol- 
lowing sources: 

Adawis— History of the United States (1801-1817.) 
Adams— Liife of Albert Gallatin. 
American State Papers. 
Benton— Thirty Years' View. 
J5cwton— Abridgment of Debates of Congress. 
Cotton— Liife of Nathaniel Macon. 
Gales^ and SeaUyn's Annals of Congress. 
Qales^ avd Seaton^s Register of Congressional Debates. 
Hildreth—Risiory of the United States (1787-1820.) 
Hart — Formation of the Union. 
Schouler—Tiistory of the United States, Vol. III. 

The National Intelligencer. 
Wheeler — History of North Carolina. 



LETTERS OF NATHANIEL MAOON 



TO JOHN R. EATON AND BARTLETT YANCEY. 



ANNOTATED BY KEMP P. BATTLE, LI..D. 

Letter from Nathaniel MaconiX) ^o Mr. John R. Ea^ 
ton(2), Halifax^ North Carolina: 

Philadelphia April ISth— 96. 

Sir 

For two days past the House Representatives 
have been in a Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of union for the express purpose of considering- 
such parts of the treaties lately negotiated as may 
require legislative aid. the Committee have reported 
three resolutions, one to carry the Spanish treaty(3; 
into effect another the Al^erine(4) and the third the 
Indian(S). the British(6) is to be acted on to-day, and 
will I suppose produce some debating, it is verj doubt- 
ful what the vote of the House will be on it. My 
opinion is that no vote in favor of it can be obtained. 
I have enclosed Col. Ashe(7) the debates on Mr. Liv- 
ingston's(8) motion to request certain papers from the 
President. I mention this to you because I am sure 
by applying you can have the reading of them. 

With sentiments of esteem and respect I am Sir 

Yr. most obt. Svt., 
Nathl. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)Some particulars of the family history of Nathaniel 
Macon, in addition to those given by Mr. Wilson, may be 
interesting. For them I am indebted to Hon. Charles A. 
Cooke, a desceijdant of two sisters of Mr. Macon, and Mrs 
Seigniora Crenshaw, his grand-daughter. 

A Washington correspondent of the Washington (N. C.) 
Gazette, states that he ascertained from some records in the 
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Library of Congress that Macon was descended from a noble 
French family, one of his ancestors being* Gabriel de Macon, 
the father of whom, Louis de Macon, received the title for 
military service. The family fled from France soon after the 
revocation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685. Bishop Meade in 
his '*01d Churches and Families of Virginia," mentions Gid- 
eon Macon, father of Nathaniel, as a Vestryman in Virginia. 

Macon is the most important town on the Soane — has a pop- 
ulation of about 20,000. 

The correspondent above mentioned, states that the shield 
of the family was azure, bordered with gold, bearing three 
golden stars. 

Mr. Macon pronounced his name, Meekins. I can conjec- 
ture no reason for this other than his opinion that it sounded 
more democratic and American. 

There was in the last century a large emigration from Vir- 
ginia to Bute (now Warren and Franklin) of well-to-do people 
in search of lands, both cheap and healthy. Among these was 
Gideon Macon, a citizen of New Kent county, Virginia. He 
married Priscilla, a daughter of Edward Jones and Abigail 
(Sugan) Jones, the latter being the first white woman who 
crossed Shocco creek in Bute. 

Gideon and Priscilla Macon lived on his plantation seven 
miles southeast of Warrenton. He was moderately wealthy, 
having 2,000 acres of land and nearly forty slaves, as appears 
by his will recorded in Warren county. His widow married, 
after his death in 1763, James Ransom, likewise of Virginia 
family, and one of their children, Seymore, was grand-father 
of General Robert, and ex-United States Senator Matt Whita- 
ker Ransom. 

The above statement shows that Mr. Macon's parents, though 
* ^respectable" were not "poor," as Mr. W. N, Edwards says in 
his memoirs of Macon. 

Gideon and Priscilla Macon had the following children: Har- 
rison, John, Nathaniel, Gideon, Annie, Sally, Martha, and 
Mary. Of these John Macon was ten times State Senator and 
four times a Commoner from Warren county — a wise and use- 
ful legislator;. Annie Hunt married John Alston, of Halifax, 
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and was mother of Willis Alston, member of Congress; Sally 
married John Hawkins and was the mother of a Congressman, 
MicajahT. Hawkins, and grand-mother of Genersfl Jeff. Green, 
of Texas war fame; Martha married Joseph Seawell, father of 
Judge Henry Seawell, and Mary married a Johnston. 

Nathaniel Macon married Hannah Plummer, sister of the 
prominent lawyer and State Senator, Kemp Plummer, whose 
daughter was wife of the late Judge Wm. H. Battle, Their 
only children were two girls, Betsy Kemp Macon, who mar- 
ried a planter of means in Granville county, William John Mar- 
tin; and Seigniora, who married a wealthy planter of Warren, 
on the Roanoke, Wm. Eaton. The daughter of his landlady in 
Washington was named Seigniora, and he took a fancy to it. 

Wm. and Betsy Martin had many children, some of whose 
descendants live in Richmond and Petersburg, the males usual- 
ly being merchants. Others are planters in this State and 
Louisiana, one of whom, C has. H.Martin, was a member of the 
55th Congress. There are two grandchildren of Mr. Macon of 
this stock still living — Mr. Robert A. Martin, of Petersburg, 
Va., and Mrs. Seigniora Crenshaw, widow of General Daniel 
S. Crenshaw. 

William Eaton and Seigniora, his wife, had thirteen chil- 
dren, the most prominent of whom was the late Wm. Eaton, 
of Warrenton, Attorney General of North Carolina and author 
of a valuable law book, Eaton's Forms. 

There is no authentic portrait of Mr. Macon, that purport- 
ing to be his, being drawn from the description of men, who 
remembered his personal appearance. 

For further facts concerning him the reader is referred to 
Mr. Wilson's paper. 

Mr. Macon's letters are printed as he wrote them. 

(2) John R. Eaton was a citizen of Halifax, prominent in pri- 
vate life. As the * 'oldest- inhabitant" does not remember him, 
I think it altogether probable that he was the father of John 
H. Eaton, Secretary of War, of Tennessee, who was bom in 
Halifax. If so he made that State his home. 

(3)By this treaty the boundary between Florida, then Span- 
ish territory, and the United States, was settled; the free nav- 
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igation of the Mississippi river was opened to citizens of both 
countries; New Orleans was allowed to be a place of deposit 
for American goods for three years, subject to renewal for that 
or other convenient place; and the Indians within the limits of 
each country were to be restrained from hostilities. There were 
other articles of a liberal nature concerning commercial rela- 
tions, and Spain was to pay for illegal captures. There was 
little objection to its ratification. 

(4)By the Algerine treaty, which was ratified, the Americans, 
who were held in prison by the Dey, were released on pay- 
ment of $763,000 cash, and military stores worth $24,000 to be 
delivered each year. As the payment of the tribute was de- 
Jayed, the American consul propitiated him by the gift of a 
frigate costing $100,000. After the United States became 
stronger, a fleet under Commodore Decatur in 1815 humbled Al- 
giers, Tunis and Tripoli, and ended the tribute, which was 
virtually blackmail. A favorable treaty was extorted from 
Tripoli in 1805 after a short war. 

(5)This treaty was made with a number of tribes of Indians 
of the North West by which 25,000 square miles of land was 
ceded to the United States, on payment of $9,500. The Indian 
military power had been crushed by an army under General 
Anthony Wayne, at the battle of Fallen Timbers, or the Mia- 
mi (orMaumee) of the Lakes, two years previously. In May, 
1706, an act was passed regulating intercourse with the Indians, 
confirming them in the possession of the territory west of a 
.ine from Lake Erie to St. Mary's River in Georgia. 

(6)The celebrated Jay's Treaty, the discussion of which con- 
vulsed the nation, the Federalists strongly supporting it and 
the Republicans, as a rule, more violently opposing it. Its 
friends claimed that it settled the disputes between Great 
Britian and the United States, which without it would have 
ended in War. 

It was concluded in 1794 between Chief Justice Jay and Lord 
Grenville. The British forts were to be evacuated. There 
was to be freer commercial intercourse and trading with In- 
dians in America. The navigation of the Mississippi was 
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made free. Indemnity to be paid by England for recent un- 
lawful captures and by the United States for captures by French 
cruisers fitted in our ports. A limited trade was allowed with 
the British West Indies. 

The first question arose whether the House was bound to 
carry into effect a treaty leg-ally made, requiring legislative 
action. The House voted in the negative. The motion to 
carry the treaty into operation prevailed in the committee of 
the whole by the casting vote of the chairman, and in the 
House by 51 to 48, largely by the eloquent advocacy of Fisher 
Ames, of Massachusetts. There were only four favoring votes 
from the States South of the Potomac and only four against 
it in New England, 

(7)John Baptiste Ashe, son of Judge and Governor Samuel 
Ashe; was in 1801 elected Governor of North Carolina, but died 
before inauguration; Representative in Congress l791-'93. 

(8)Edward Livingston, of New York, Representative 179S- 
1801; removed to New Orleans 1804; Representative from Louis- 
iana, 1823-29; U. S. Senator, 1829-31; Secretary of State 1831- 
'33; Minister to France, 1833-'3S. Author of Civil and Crimi- 
nal Code of Louisiana and other works on legal subjects. His 
motion, to call on the President for his instructions to Chief 
Justice Jay and other papers connected with the treaty, pass- 
ed the House but Washington declined to furnish them as in- 
compatible with the public interest. 

Letter from Nathaniel Macon to {l)Mr. Tlancey: 

Washington, 8 Feb'y, 1818. 

Sir 

My last was concluded in a hurry, I will now 
add the remarks then intended to have been made. 
The story related of <2)Gen'l Davie and the Sheriff, 
was brought to my mind by the difficulty of reading 
your letter then acknowledged; you can write an ex- 
cellent hand, why then perplex your friend by compell- 
ing him to guess at your meaning by reading- a word 
in one place and then in another, and so puzzling him- 
self to decipher half formed letters between the words 
read; you need not the requisite of bad writing to be 
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thought great, who have proved yourself to be really 
so, in the National Legislature; you ask if the relation 
was meant, as an apology for my bad writing. I 
answer no; and you know that I always write as well 
as I can. 

I am well pleased that you are appointed Judge, and 
ardently hope, that you will not in that character at- 
tempt to split hairs, that criminals may escape, but 
look plainly at the offence, and go fairly for the 
f^aud; Let right and justice be your guide, and the 
Lord will prosper your way: so that you shall be a 
blessing to the people and an ornament to the State. 
A righteous judgment exalted Dauiel, and truth 
placed him next to the king, though he was of the 
conquered nation. 

Our(3) affairs with Spain remain pretty much as 
they have done for some time past. It is however 
understood that we are not now negotiating with the 
Spanish minister here, that Gen'l Jackson is ordered 
to pursue the Indians wherever they may go; that 
Great Britain has offered to mediate between us and 
Spain and that the offer has not been accepted by the 
administration, and that Russia will make the same 
offer, and receive the same answer. It seems proba- 
ble that we may find ourselves in possession of all or 
nearly all Florida without being at war with Spain, 
or having waited on her performing the treaty stipu- 
lation concerning the Indians; I am not acquainted 
with the intention of the Executive, relative to (4) Am- 
elia Island, but neither that nor any other part of Flor- 
ida can be held under present circumstances without 
expressly contradicting the declaration of our mini- 
sters at Ghent, which on such a question the Span- 
ish government might use with great propriety, and 
which so used would surely be embarrassing not only 
to the administration but to the Government itself. 
It is believed that circumstances justified the driving 
Aurey(S) and company from Amelia, but this justifi- 
cation may be destroyed by improperly holding posses- 
sion; it may not be unnecessary to repeat, that I know 
notWng of the intention of the Executive on the sub- 
ject. . 

To you it will not appear very strange that Congress 
should raise their own pay, for so the $8 per day ought 
to be consided, and not raise that of the ofl&cers here 
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who are not better paid, than Congress was at $6; yet 
I expect it will so turn out. 

Crawford(4) thinks of you, as you would wish, and 
enquires after you more often than I hear from you. 

There has been some chang"e(6) in the etiquette 
among the Ladies, which has furnished a subject for 
conversation (to-wit) Mrs.M, — returns no visits, and 
Mrs. A. — expects to be visited first by the wives of 
Congressmen, how it is settled, if settled at all I am 
ignorant. 

Write to me often. It will make me glad, though 
you can so write as to pester me to read. Let your 
fall circuit include Warren, and take my house in 
the way from Warrenton to Halifax; it would be no 
objection to the visit, that Mrs. Yancey would be with 
you, but on the contrary it would make me twice hap- 
py if it be possible to be so; to whom and your ven- 
erable mother present my best wishes, and believe me 
to be 

Your friend 

Nath'i. Macon. 

NOTBS. 

(l)Bartlett Yancey, Due of the most influential men of his 
day in i^orth Carolina, was born in Virginia 1785, was educated 
at the University of North Carolina, settled at Yancey ville, Cas- 
well county, as a lawyer. He was a Representative in Con- 
gress 1813-'17; was often called to the chair by the Speaker, 
Henry Clay. From 1817 to 1828 inclusive he was State Sena- 
tor, and Speaker the whole of that time, distinguished for his 
readiness, fairness and ability. He was a leader in the adop- 
tion of our present Supreme Court system, in the systema- 
tization of the Treasury department, in the inception of In- 
ternal Improvements in the State and the creation of the Pub- 
lic School Fund. He was tendered by President Adams the 
mission to Peru, but declined it. His sudden death in 1828 
prevented his being elected Senator, being by common consent 
marked out as successor to Governor John Branch, who enter- 
ed Jackson's Cabinet. The county seat of Caswell and a 
mountain county are named in his honor. 

Mr. Yancey lived in Yanceyville until a year before his 
death, when he removed to one of two farms which he owned. 
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His wife, Ann, was a daughter of John Graves, a captain in 
the Revolutionary army. Of their children, Rufus Augustus 
died unmarried soon after leaving the University of N. C. ; Al- 
gernon Sidney married Miss Graves, all their children dying 
without issue; Frances married Henry McAden, M. D. Their 
children were the late Rufus Yancey McAden, once Speaker 
of the House of Representatives in N. C. and President of a 
Bank in Charlotte, and Dr. John H. McAden, a prominent 
citizen of Charlotte; Mary, still living, married Giles Mebane, 
often member of the Legislature and Speaker pf the Senate, and 
has three children; Ann married Mr. Womach of Caswell, and 
left three children; Carolina married Lemuel Mebane of Cas- 
well, and Virginia married George W. Swepson, of Virginia, 
afterwards North Carolina, and survives him. Besides the 
two children above named, Mrs. Mebane and Mrs. Swepson, 
there are living grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Mr. 
Yancey. 

(2)**The story of Gen. Davie and the Sheriff I am not able to 
recover. I surmise that it was similar to one told on Judge 
Romulus M. Saunders, who, when his own manuscript was 
brought to him, enquired, *'What fool wrote this paper?" 

(3)The points of difference with Spain were the claim of the 
United States to West Florida, compensation for spoliations, 
for the discontinuance of the right of deposit at New Orleans, 
and the violation by Spain of the treaty of 1795 by not keep- 
ing the Seminoles from invading the United States. Spain 
complained of the violation of neutrality by the United States, 
because Gen. Andrew Jackson had marched troops into Spain's 
territory and seized the posts of St. Marks and Pensacola and 
the fortress of Barancas, for the reason that they had been 
used for inciting the Indians to hostilities. 

The disputes were settled by a treaty made February 22nd, 
1819, by which East and West Florida were ceded to the Un- 
ited States. The latter released Spain from all demands by 
her citizens and agreed to pay $5,000,000 for claims of Span- 
ish citizens. Provision was made that in case of war of eith- 
er nation with a third party neutral flags should cover 
4 
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property under them, and also for gfrants of lands by Spain 
prior to January 24th, 1818. The treaty of Ghent, which 
ended the war of 1812, among other provisions bound the 
United States to end hostilities towards Indians and to g^ve 
them the rights they had in 1811. 

(4) Amelia Island, on the east coast of Florida, south of St, 
Mary's river, after the abolition of the slave trade in 1808, was 
used as a place of resort by smugglers, slave traders and pi- 
rates. Louis Aury was a filibuster, who claimed to be a subject 
of Mexico. He captured Fernandina, on Amelia Island and 
claimed to hold it for Mexico. 

(5)The salaries of Congressmen have been, from 1789 to 
1815, $6 per day; 1815-17, $1500 per annum; 18l7-'55, $8 per 
day; 1855.'65, $3000 per year; 1865-71,' $5000 per year; 1871-74, 
$7,500 per year; 1874 to the present, $5,000 per year. During 
1795 Senators received $7 per day; at all other times the same 
as Represfentatives. The $1500 from 1815 to 1817, and $7500 
1871-74, (Salary Grab), were very unpopular. 

(6) William Harris Crawford (1772-1834), of Georgia, Sena- 
tor of U. S. 1807-'13, being President /r^ tern, part of the time; 
Minister to France, 1813-'! 5, Secretary of War 1815-16: of 
the Treasury, 1816-'25; voted for ad President, receiving 41 
votes in 1824, when there was no election by the people and 
John Quincy Adams was chosen by the House of Representa- 
tives voting by States. 

(7)**Mrs. M." was the wife of President Monroe; '*Mrs. A." 
was the wife of the Secretary of State, John Quincy Adams. 
These rules of etiquette still exist. They were freely criti- 
cised as savoring of aristocracy 'by the friends of Jackson and 
Crawford. Mr. Adams was attacked for claiming the first vis- 
it from members of Coni^ress, and published a letter denying 
the charge. 

*Letter/rom NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Yancey. 

Washington 15 April 1818. 
Sir 

By this mail I send answers to your four ques- 
tions, you will observe that in some, the answer refers 
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by numbers to the questions; which are stated on the 
top of each side of the enclosed sheet of paper(l). 

Examine again, the constitution of the U, S. and 
you will perceive your error. If Congress can make ' 
(2)canals they can with more propriety emancipate. 
Be not deceived,, I speak soberly in the fear of God, 
and the love of the constitution, Let not love of im- 
provement, or a thirst for glory blind that sober dis- 
cretion and sound sense, with which the Lord has blest 
you. Paul was not more anxious or sincere concern- 
ing Timothy, than I am for you; your error in this, 
will injure if not destroy our beloved mother N. Car- 
olina and all the South country, add not to the con- 
stitution nor take therefrom; no incidental power can 
stand alone; whatever can stand alone is substantive, 
not incidental; Be not lead a stray by grand notions 
or magnificent opinions, remember you belong to a 
meek State and just people who want nothing but to 
enjoy the fruits of their labor honestly and to lay out 
their profits in their own way. in all countries, those 
who have sense enough to get and keep money, may 
be safely trusted as to the manner of disbursing it. 

Written in my seat in the Senate, while business 
is going on. God preserve you many years as (3)Lew- 
is De Onis says to the Secretary of State; and written 
also from the heart, to reach heart, if so be the will 
of God; farewell in truth and Remember me in good 
will, to Mrs. Yancey and your mother 

Nathl. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)This sheet cannot be found. 

(2)This fever for digging canals was intense in 1817, when 
the Erie Canal in New York was begun, and continued until 
superceded by the railroad fever. There was a very able de- 
bate in the House in 1817 as to the power of Congress to aid 
in their construction. The Resolution that "Congress has pow- 
er to appropriate money for the construction of post-roads, 
military and other roads, and of canals, and for the improve- 
ment of water courses," passed by a vote of 90 to 75. Mr. Yan- 
cey favored North Carolina's aiding canal digging. 
-^ (3) Don Louis de Onis, the Spanish minister, who negotiat- 
ed the treaty of the cession of Florida. 
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Letter from Nathl. Macon to Mr, Tancey. 

Washington 8 March 1818. 

Sir 

This is Sunday. I have just finished my cor- 
respondence about business, and cannot I believe do 
a better act, than to acknowledge the receipt of your 
acceptable letter of the 22nd ult. I rejoice that you 
have taken Granville in your circuit, because if noth- 
ing happen to prevent, I will endeavor to see you 
there at the fall court. 

After reading your letter I was perfectly satisfied 
with your refusing to accept the appointment of 
Judge, (1) though am still pleased that it was offered 
to you. 

I must ask you to examine the constitution of the 
U. S. — particularly the following parts, and then tell 
me if Congress can establish banks, make roads and 
canals, whether they cannot free all the Slaves in 
theU. S. 

The preamble — (2)article 1 — Section 8 — paragraph 
1 — Same article and paragraph Section 9 — article 4 all 
the Section 2 & 4; with the 9 & 10 amendments. 

Look also (3)Section 10, article 1 — Section 8 of the 
same article and paragraph S, and tell me whether 
Congress can make anything but gold & silver a 
tender in the payment in of debts. 

It takes a long time to produce great events in any 
nation. The dispute which begun in Great Britain 
under the reign of Charles the first was not complete- 
ly settled, until William of Orange was placed on the 
throne. The American revolution commenced with 
the Stamp act. How long the French revolution was 
brewing is more uncertain, but that may be said 
to have begun when her philosophers first wrote 
freely on politics. The dispute between Caesar and 
Pompey did not begin with them, for Marius and 
Sylla were before them. We have abolition-colo- 
nizing bible and peace societies; their intentions can- 
not be known; but the character and spirit of one 
may without injustice be considered that of all it is 
a character and spirit of perseverance, bordering 
on enthusiasm; and if the general government 
shall continue to stretch their powers, these so- 
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cieties will undoubtedly push them to try the ques- 
tion of emancipation. I have written very freely to 
you, and it is intended for you alone, under a fair and 
honest construction of the constitution the neg-ro 
property is safe and secure. Beside the subjects be- 
fore mentioned, we cannot forget that the Sedition 
act was declared constitutional by the courts, and 
it is probable that the alien one was also. 

The states having- no slaves may not feel as strong- 
ly, as the States having slaves about stretching- ^he 
constitution; because no such interest is to be touch- 
ed by it. Who could have supposed when Mr. Jef- 
erson went out of office that his principles and the 
principles which broug-ht him into it, would so soon 
have become unfashionable, and that Mr. Madison 
the champion ag-ainst banks, should have signed an 
act to establish one, containing rather worse princi- 
ples, than the one he opposed as unconstitutional, 
and that Mr. Monroe should become apparently the 
favorite of the federalists, if not so in fact. 

The camp that is not always guarded may be sur- 
prised; and the people which do not always watch 
their rulers may be enslaved, too much confidence is 
the ruin of both. 

You ask me to write often. I fear that this with 
my letter about navigation, may lessen your desire 
to hear from me; they are both highly important sub- 
jects, and worthy a much more able pen, and as you 
are not now to act on them, may not incline to plague 
yourself with them, and would rather play with your 
children, when at home. 

When examining the constitution as before re- 
quested, remember that there is a time for all things; 
that there was a time, when to have voted for th." 
Yazoo(3) compromise would have destroyed the repu- 
tation of almost any man in the South country. 
The hatred which attached to the Blue(4) lights, 
and the Hartford(5).convention are now done away, at 
least apparently so among Congressmen. These facts 
are not mentioned with the intention, to induce a 
belief that the South would or ought to consent to 
emancipation; but merely to show how a majority 
in Congress may change, without acknowledg-ing, 
that it had changed its principles, or chang-ed at 
all. 
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Crawford and family are well. He desired me to 
present you his best wishes. You and all your fami- 
ly have those of your friend 

Nath. Macon. 
Written in haste. I fear it hardly be read. 

N. M. 

NOTES. 

(l)The appointment was tendered by Governor John Branch. 
Thete were two vacancies in 1818, caused by the resigfnation 
of Robert H, Burton, of Lincoln, who resig-ned and Blake Ba- 
ker, of Warren, who died. Mr. Yancey's refusal was proba- 
bly owing to the meag^re salary of the office and the hard- 
ship involved in travelling long- distances over extremely bad 
roads, together with continued absences from home. 

(2) Art. 1, Sec. 8, Par. 1: * 'Congress shall have power to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defence and g-eneral welfare of 
the United States: but all duties, imposts, and excises shall 
be uniform throughout the United States." 

Art. 1. Sec. 9: "The migration or importation of such per- 
sons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to 
admit, shall not be prohibited by Congress prior to the year 
1808,*' &c. 

Art. 4, Sec. 2, Par. 1: '*The citizens of each State shall 
be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in 
the several States." 

Par. 2 provides for surrender of fleeing criminals. Also to 
those held to service or labor escaping into another State. 

Section 4: "The United States shall guarantee to every 
State a representative form of government, etc." 

Amendment 9: "The enumeration in the constitution of 
certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage oth- 
ers retained by the people." 

Amendment 10: "The powers not delegated to the United 
States, nor prohibited to the States, are reserved to the States * 
respectively or to the people." 

Art. 1, Sec. 10: "No State shall * * * c^in money, 
emit bills of credit, make anything but gold and silver a legal 
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tender in payment of debts, * * * pass any law impair- 
ing* the obligation of contracts," &c. 

Art. 1, Sec. 8, Par. 5: -"Congpress shall have power to coin 
money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix 
the standard of weights and measures." 

In the Legal Tender cases, 12 Wallace, 457 the Supreme 
Court of the United States answered Mr. Macon's question 
in the afiftrmative. 

(4)In 1795 four land companies bribed the members of the 
Georgia Legislature, except Robert Watkins, to grant to 
them 35,000,000 acres for $500,000, i. e. 70 acres for $1. The 
next year a new legislature unanimously passed a repealing 
act. The Supreme Court, in Fletcher vs. Peck, declared that 
the act of 1795 was a contract which Georgiacould not impair. 
In 1802 Georgia ceded her claims to the territory, now Ala- 
bama and Mississippi, in which the Yazoo fraud lands were 
situate, to the United States. The claimants therefore re- 
sorted to Congress. In 1814 an act was passed by a close vote 
of 84 to 76 compromising the claims, a committee having re- 
ported that, though the original grant was tainted with 
fraud, the subsequent purchasers had no notice of such fraud. 

(5)In 1813 Commodore Decatur was blockaded in the port of 
New London. He made several attempts to run his vessel 
out but was prevented by the vigilance of the British. 
He declared that blue lights were burned to signal the block- 
aders as to his movements. The Republicans hence stigma- 
tized the opponents of the war as Blue Light Federalists, 
equivalent to traitors. 

(6)Delegates from Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connec- 
ticut, and from one or two counties in Vermont and New 
Hampshire, met at Hartford December 15, 1814, to January 5, 
1815. They sat in secret and were strongly suspected of de- 
signing to withdraw New England from the Union. The 
New England Federalists became odious to the Republicans. 
Language which seemed to claim the right of secession was 
used in the report of the convention. Congress was asked to 
allow each State to defend itself and to allow Federal taxes to 
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be retained for the purpose. Permission was also asked that 
State armies might be raised. Seven amendments to the con- 
stitution were proposed, but not adopted. 

Letter from NatVl Macon to Mr, Bartlett Tancey. 
Washington 7 Feb'y 1819. 

Sir 
I have in my seat this minute received your letter 
of the 3-instant You ask my opinion concerning the 
conduct of Gen'l Jackson in the Seminole war: and 
inform me that you have formed yours, Uut will not 
give it. The example does not agree with the request 
notwithstanding this, I shall state mine. The con- 
stitution gives Congress the sole authority to de- 
clare war; war has been waged and every act of Sov- 
ereign power exercised without the consent of Con- 
gress — the constitution has then been violated, and 
I am for the constitution rather than for man. 
No more for want of time at present. 
Yrs. with esteem 

Nathl. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)President Monroe in his message in 1818 justified Gen- 
eral Jackson in his pursuit of the Seminole Indians into the 
Spanish territory on the ground of self-defence, that, when 
he found that the Spanish officers had actively aided the In- 
dians, he was right in occupying Pensacola and other pla- 
ces. Jackson was sustained in the House. 70 against 54 
apppoved the execution of Arbuthnot and Ambrister, Brit- 
ish subjects convicted by court martial of aiding the savages. 
91 against 65 voted that the invasion of Florida was not 
against the constitution of the United States. Jackson then 
threatened to cut off the ears of his most active opponents but 
did not offer physical violence to any one. The discovery 
years afterwards that Calhoun had in the Cabinet expressed 
disapproval of his conduct led to breach of friendship between 
the two, which had important political results. 
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Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 19 April 1820. 

Sir 

Since my last, I have conversed with the Presi- 
dent, as requested, on the subject of the outlet(l) 
from the Sound to the ocean ; he promised to have 
the examination desired made ; If the Governor 
should write me, his wish should be attended to. 

The Spanish minister(2) had not yesterday, I be- 
lieve, given any proof, of what he would do, or what 
he expected from the U. S. It is probable, he will be 
willing to make a flourish or two, before he declares 
his ultimatum. The U. S. government ought not, I 
■apprehend, to open again the negotiation from the 
beginning of our disputes with Spain. 

The feds(3), I fear are not done with the Missouri 
question ; they will no doubt push it, with a view to 
form new parties, on the principle of slave or no 
slave ; it the only hope, left them by which to get 
power ; and power gives offices which are in great 
demand here ; and which members of Congress now 
ask the president for, at least so I am told, and so I 
believe ; that is the doctrine, every one for himself. 

I suspect that Mr. Monroe(4), begins to feel, that 
he cannot safely depend on his new friends and old 
opponents, to support his administration and that he 
is now satisfied, they would rather have a man of 
their own party at the head of the government, and 
permit him with their consent to retire a private 
citizen to Virginia. He will T f^p^^^ Iipr<^affi^-4.»^WA 
mora t r eubleoomo tim e s , than h e has - tlone; af tef~h is 
next election, all who want to fill his place, will 
be on the look out, and in his cabinet (5) there is more 
than one ; hence he may expect a divided council ; and 
out of the cabinet rather more than there is in it. 
Add to this the 6,000,000$(6) he found in the Treas- 
ury gone ; and nearly or quite as much wanted at this, 
time ; and the surplus revenue like to diminish, and 
the people generally at home in debt. 

If Tompkins(7) should be governor of New York, 
there will probably be a smart scuif le here, for the ne^^t 
vice president. A few days before Smith's pojtie^ tcSr :]] ' 
the caucus(8) ^otne of the wa,rm friiends af th'oae'whd* ;,\ 
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were talked of afterwards as candidates, often said, 
that we oug-ht now in time of peace, to g'o back to the 
principles of the constitution, and elect for vice pres- 
ident a man who should afterwards be elected presi- 
dent. Much of common place argument was used in 
favor of it, since the death of the caucus. I have not 
heard a word about the election. It was, I believe, 
killed by the Representation of N. C. who had a 
meeting- which I did not attend, and determined not 
to go to the caucus. 

When Congress first met, there was much talk of 
reducing the expenditure within the revenue, but no 
great deal has been done beside the talk. The reduc- 
tion may probably amount to rather more than the 
claims which may be allowed by Congress, and the 
amount which has been added to the appropriation 
act not contained in the estimate. The sinking ftmd 
will be drained, of every cent that can be spared, 
and then probably loans and taxes; if the manufact- 
uring bill(9) passes as it is, no conjecture can be 
formed, what the deficit will be next year ; and this 
manufacturing scheme was fixed on us, by the strong 
aid of the south as well as some other evils ; give to 
every one his own, is a good rule. How beautiful 
would the congressional improvement look now on 
paper had Madison have put his name to it, and how 
dismal in fact, putting the constitutional question . 
aside. 

I have written this in my seat, you must take it as 
it is. Remember me to Mrs. Yancey and believe me. 

Your friend, 

Nath'l Macon. 

NOTES, 

(l)This refers to the futile project of reopening Roanoke 
Inlet opposite Albermarle Sound, which had been closed by a 
storm, 

(2)The treaty for the cession of Florida to the United 

States, agreed on February 22nd 1819, was not ratified until 

1821j ppsp^srion being formally delivered on the 18th of. July, 

[*\J<^iCalw''*^n&rew Jackson being Governor of the Territory. 

t * -Phe Sffailish minister was as above stated Don Louis de Onis. 
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• (3)The Missouri Compromise was passed March 3rd 1820. 
Missouri adopted a constitution in July of the same year, 
which established slavery and forbade the immig-ration of free 
negroes. The last clause led to another compromise by which 
Missouri ag-reed not to deprive of their constitutional rights 
citizens of other states. 

(4) As the Federalist party was virtually dissolved, and the 
**Era of Good Feeling" had come, Monroe naturally took 
some of them into his confidence. This did not meet the 
approval of the *idyed in the wool" Republicans. In addition 
the President recommended Protection. That his '*new 
friends and old opponents" were influencing his mind is prov- 
ed by his incidentally recommending in 1824 both Protection 
and Internal Improvements. 

(S)Adams, Secretary of State, Crawford, of the Treasury 
and Calhoun, of War, were all aspirants for the Presidency 
after Monroe. 

(6)Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, had estimated 
receipts at $29,525,000 and expenditures at $21,946,351, but 
internal duties were removed and imports after 1817 were 
much reduced. A deficiency resulted and Congress authorized 
a loan of $3,000,000 to supply it. In 1821 another loan of 
$5,000,000 was necessary. 

(7)Daniel D. Tompkins, of New York, who had been Judg-e 
of the Supreme Court and Governor, 1807-17, was reelected' 
Vice President. 

(8)Caucus, said to have derived its name from a club of 
ship calkers in Massachusetts. From 1800 to 1824 there were 
seven caucuses of Congressmen for the nomination of candi- 
dates for the Presidency and Vice Presidency. There 
were none held in 1820 because there was little opposi- 
tion to Monroe and Tompkins. The last, held in 1824, 
by the Republicans nominated Crawford and Gallatin, 
In 1828 nominations were made by State Legislatures. In 
1831 the present system began to be introduced. The Smith, 
who gave notice for the abortive caucus of 1820 was Samuel 
Smith, member of Congress from Maryland, then in the 
House ; both before and afterwards a Senator. He was a 
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brave Revolutionary soldier, as was his brother Robert, whp 
was Secretary of the Navy under Jefferson and of the State 
under part of Madison's term. 

(9)After the War of 1812 large amounts of British manu- 
factures were hurried into the United States. The indus- 
tries which had been stimulated by non-importations were 
hurt and many ruined. Home manufacturers clamored for 
protection by hig-h duties. The Tariff of 1816 was framed 
partly with this view and received the support not only of 
Northern factory owners, but of cotton growers in the South, 
who wished to exclude the cheap goods of India, their cotton 
not being bought in that country. Monroe in his first mes- 
sage recommended a Protective Tariff, but nothing was then 
done except to continue for seven years the Tariff of 1816 on 
cotton and woolens. The pressure on Congress by manufact- 
urers continued, until 1824 a bill on protection principles was 
passed against votes of New England and the South, by 
members from other sections. In 1828 was passed the bill so 
strongly protective as to be denounced by Southern members 
pure robbery. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 5 Dec. 1820 
Sir: 
' I have this minute in my seat in the senate re- 

ceived your letter of the 30-ultimo, and will endeav- 
or to answer your questions and requests — The treaty 
with Spain is not known here to be ratified; I how- 
ever incline to the opinion that the administration 
expect it will be; It is probable, (1) the ratification 
may in some measure depend on the doings of the 
allied powers. If they attempt to put down the late 
revolutions in Europe, it may hasten the ratifica- 
tion. 

Whether the Missouri question will be again de- 
bated in the Senate is rather uncertain; no one has 
yet declared in favor of debating. It isexpected(l) 
that a ver.y warm debate will take place in the H. 
of R on the subject. 



THB CONGRESSIONAL CAREER OF NATHANIEI. MACON 57 

The Missouri question I imagine decided the elec- 
tion (4) of Speaker in favor of Taylor, 

Governor Branch (5) has been last winter men- 
tioned to administration for Governor of Florida 
when obtained, There is however reason to suspect 
that the office will be given to one who has been a 
distinguished military commander. 

It seems to me, rather improper to give any qpinion 
on the other question; perhaps it may be a sort of 
false delicacy, which leads to this conclusion. 

The report of the Treasury not yet received, 
though it is understood, that a considerable deficit 
will appear when it shall be laid before Congress. 

The national expenditure must be diminished, or 
taxes must be laid, or money rather bank paper bor- 
rowed, or Treasury notes issued, which is another 
name ifor a loan. 

I ought to add that in my opinion if a military man 
be not appointed, that Governor Branch will probably 
be appointed governor of Florida when obtained; for 
every appointment in that country, there is already 
more applicants than can get places. 

I am called to attend a Committee, farewell, believe 
me to be 

With great esteem and regard 
Sir 

Yr obt Servt 

Nathl, Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)As heretofore stated, the Spanish treaty was ratified in 
1821. The Holy Alliance of 1815 virtually agreed to aid the 
parties to it in suppressing insurrectionary movements. In 
pursuance of the resolves of the Congress of Troppau and 
Laybach in 1821, the Liberal niovement in Italy was put 
down by Austria. In 1822 the Congress of Verona was held 
and in 1823 the French sent an army into Spain and restored 
the monarchy. It being believed that the allies intended to 
restore to Spain the Spanish colonies in America, Monroe, 
after consulting Jefferson, Madison, J. Q. Adams and Cal- 
houn, and having the support of the British ministry, embod- 
ied what is known as the '^Monroe Doctrine'' in his message 
to the Congress of 1823. 
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(2)The question was debated- in both Houses. The exclu- 
sion of free negroes by the constitution of Missouri was ob- 
jected to. In the Senate the amendment offered by John H. 
Eaton, of Tennessee, declaring that Congress by admitting 
Missouri did not give assent to any clause depriving citizens 
of the United States of any privileges or immunities, was 
adopted, and the resolution of admission passed by 26 votes 
to 18, on the 11th December, 1820. After a long struggle in 
the House, the resolution proposed by Henry Clay, of Ken- 
tucky, that the excluding clause should not authorize the 
passage of any law excluding the citizen of any State from 
any privileges enjoyed under the Constitution of the United 
States, passed on the 29th of February, 1821, by a vote of 86 
to 82 on the second reading and 87 to 81 on the third. Sena- 
tor Eaton entered the University of North Carolina from Hal- 
ifax county, N. C, removed to Tennessee, was Senator 1818- 
'29, Secretary of War, 1829-31; Governor of Florida Territory, 
1834-'36; Minister to Spain, 1836-'40; author of a life of An- 
drew Jackson. 

(4)John W, Taylor, of New York, Representative 1813-'33. 
Speaker from November, 1820, to March, 1821, and 182S-'27. 
Removed to Cleveland, Ohio, 1843. 

(S)John Branch, of North Carolina, graduated at University 
of North Carolina 1801; Governor of North Carolina, 18l7-'20; 
United States Senator, 1823-'29; Secretary of the Navy, 1829- 
'31; Representative in Congress, 1831-'33; Governor of the 
Territory of Florida, 1844-'4S; died 1863. Often member of 
the State Legislature. 

Letter from NatKl Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey, 

Washington 12 Dec'r. 1821. 
Sir 
Your letter(l) of the IS ultimo by Gen'l Sanders 
has been received, we board in the same house, he is 
quite an agreeable man, and no doubt calculated to 
represent the District. 

All here of every political party, seem to be well 
pleased with the information of the President, that 
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neither taxes or loans will be wanted next year, this 
statement was supposed to have been made on the ex- 
pectation that no extraordinary or uncommon ex- 
pense, will be incurred, during the present session of 
Congress. 

Already there is much talk here, about who is to be 
the next President, and it is frequently asked who 
N. C. will support for that office. My answer has 
been that I did not know, but probably who was 
thought to be most republican and economical, of 
those that should be named for the appointment. 
I apprehend an effort will be made to ascertain for 
whom N. C. and Penn'a. will vote, before a nomina- 
tion be made ; whether this will be done by a caucus 
as heretofore, is considered rather uncertain, but if 
it be not done publicly as has been usual by one of the 
parties, there will most assuredly be a secret 
understanding, who each of the different parties will 
support, nor is it an easy matter, to ascertain how 
many different parties now exist, particularly as re- 
gards the next presidential election, the old ones are 
much, if not entirely broken, perhaps too much sepa- 
rated to be quickly if ever again united, though the 
principles on which they were originally formed will 
always be more or less relt, they are it is believed, too 
old to be lost. 

The change(2) in the constitution of New York, it 
is thought, will in time do away many of the petty 
party distinctions, which have so long distracted 
that large and rich state, and will of course add to 
her weight in the union. 

Unanimity in the south would give great weight, 
to the men, who may ,be there supported for the of- 
fices of President and Vice President, because at 
present that is scarcely to be expected in some other 
parts of the nation. Beside it is the duty of every 
person, especially those of the South, who wish an 
economical administration of the public revenue to ex- 
amine well the character of those who may be nomi- 
nated for the office of President and vice President. 
I have said especially of the South, because nearly all 
the federal taxes collected there, are paid for theinter- 
est of the public debt, or laid out to the north of the 
James River, hence the constant drain of money from 
the states, to the U. S. bank. This is not strictly 
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charg-eable to the U.S. bank, because whether that 
existed or not, the money would still be drawn as it 
now is, it operates like a balance of trade almost 
equal to the amount of the national revenue there 
collected ; for example, suppose there be no balance 
of the trade between the two Carolinas and Georgia 
and the states north of them and that from these 
three, there should be annually drawn one million of 
dollars, to be paid or laid out as before stated, the re- 
sult would be the same as if a balance of trade to 
that amount, was ag-ainst them, because in both cases, 
a million is to leave them. 

I have heard since being* here, that g-reat division of 
opinion exists in N. Carolina, as to the man who oug-ht 
to be the next president, if this be true, it may well 
be doubted, whether there, like here, the question 
has not been too soon started, because a man may be 
now approved, who might not be in a few years. It 
may not however be amiss, to state, that I have 
heard(3) all the Secretaries named as well as several 
others for the appointment, and that at present the 
Secretary of the Treasury appears to have the 
best chance. 

It is probable, we shall not very soon hear of the 
Missouri free negro question unless it be used with a 
view, to unite the non-slave-holding States in favor 
of the same person for president; and if attempted it 
would probably have different effect in Penna. 

After reading this scrawl you will not again re- 
quest me to write long and often; it is hard, to, when 
there is nothing to communicate; Gales and Seaton 
give all that is done here as well as something that 
is done elsewhere; I have had to scuffle hard to find 
this much: I am with great respect and esteem 

Sir 
Yr. ob't Servt 

Nathi.. Macon. 

The ground covered with snow. 

I have neither time nor inclination, to write this 
again to correct or make more plain. 

(l)Romulus Mitchell Saunders, bom in Caswell county, 
North Carolina, March, 1861; a lawyer; Representative in 
Congress, 1821-27 and 1841-'4S; Attorney General of North 
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Carolina, 182S-*35; Judge of the Superior Court, 1835-'04 
and ag-ain 18S2-*67; was defeated as the Democratic candidate 
for Governor, 1840; Minister to Spain 184S-'49; Trustee of the 
University of North Carolina forty-eight years; Died a resi- 
dent of Raleigh April 21, 1867. 

(2)Before 1821 a voter in New York for the lower house 
must have been a ;^20($S0) free holder or a 40 shilling ($10 per 
annum) renter; a voter for Senator and Governor must have had 
a freehold worth ;£100 ($250). There were thousands of men, 
some wealthy, holding long leases, some for 999 years, from 
Trinity Church and the great Dutch manors, and others who 
had agreed to purchase and partly paid for lands, who were 
disfranchised, at least in part. There was also a Council 
of Appointment, which had the tight to appoint about fifteen 
thousand six hundred oflB.ces in Ae State and city of New 
York, and a Council of Revision, which had the veto power, 
to be defeated only by a two thirds vote. Both these bodies 
were unpopular, being charged with favoritism and fraud. 
A convention was called in 1821 which, with other changes, 
abolished the councils and the property qualification of 
voters. Van Buren was one of the ablest advocates for 
the amendments. 

(3)John Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, Secretary of 
State; William Harris Crawford, of Georgia, Secretary of 
the Treasury; John Caldwell Calhoun, of South Carolina, Sec- 
retary of War; Smith Thompson, of New York, Secretary of 
the Navy; Return Jonathan Meigs, of Ohio, Postmaster 
General; William Wirt, of Virginia, Attorney General. 

Letter from Nat VI Macon to Mt. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 17 April 1821. 
Sir 

I incline to the opinion that it will require 
more exertion than you expect, to get the vote of N. 
C. for Crawford at the next presidential election. 
Calhoun (1) was last summer in Pennsylvania, and 
will be this in the South; you know well his talent 
5 
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by very general observations for gaining on strangers. 
The newspaper at Salisbury seems to be in his favor, 
and I have no doubt that several of our Representa- 
tives here are also for him. Who will be in the 
Assembly at the proper time to recommend electors? 
W. Alston(2) and Smith(3) are reported to be for 
Calhoun. 

I should have been very much gratified to see you 
this summer; I have heard that the president-makers 
here, particularly the friends of Calhoun have alreadjr 
written to other States to get support for their candi- 
date. 

God bless you and yours is the sincere wish of 

Your friend, 

Nathi.. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(1)A portion of the memblrs of the General Assembly met 
in caucus and nominated Crawford. A ''People's Ticket" for 
Jackson was at once put out. The vote of the people was 
20,415 for the*Jackson electors and 15,620 for those of Craw- 
ford. Neither Clay nor Adams were voted for. 

Calhoun was not in the field for the Presidency, as only 
South Carolina nominated him. For the Vice-Presidency he 
received 182 votes out of 260. Virginia cast her 24 votes for 
Nathl. Macon. 

(2)Willis Alston, of Halifax, N. C. He defeated General 
W. R, Davie for Congress in 1803; served from 1803-'19 and 
1825-'31. He was a member of the State Legislature l791-'2, 
l794-'6, and 1803.'!. 

(3)James S. Smith, M.D., Hillsboro, N. C. ; afterwards near 
Chapel Hill, N. C. Representaties in Congress 1817 to 1821. 
Was also a member of the General Assembly 1821-'2 and 
of the Convention of 1835. 

Letter from Nath'l Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 17 March 1822. 
Sir 
It is reported here, that the Salisbury news paper, is 
out decidedly against(l) C — and that some of our ex- 
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members of Congress are the same way; The oppo- 
sition to him, will be determined and violent, his 
friends ought not to expect, that he will be elected, 
and they be idle. You know all the men whose names 
have been mentioned for the next president, and that 
some of. them are remarkable for their talents at shy- 
hogg'ing(2), and never loose the opportunity of using- 
them. The General Assembly at which the electors 
of (3)P. & V. P. are named, will be a very important 
one in N. Carolina, and the members ought to be se- 
lected with a view to the presidential election. 
God preserve you many years 

Nath'i, Macon. 

NOTES 

(l)Wm. H. Crawford. 

(2) An examination of the Century Dictionary and of others, 
including two on ''Americanisms", fails to find this word. I 
have enquired also of old men in Mr. Macon's county and else- 
where, without success. The meaning is sufficientfy clear. 
Bishop Cheshire suggests that it originated from the practice 
of hunting the woods for stray, or ''shy", hogs, when the 
planter gathered in his herd in the autumn for fattening them 
on corn. 

(3)Mr. Macon means that the members of the General As- 
sembly would, in caucus or otherwise, nominate fifteen elec- 
tors, to be voted for by the people. The election for the Gen- 
eral Assembly was on th« first Thursday in August; that for 
electors on the second Thursday in November. The election 
was by general ticket under the Act of 1815. 

Letter from NatKlMaconto Mr. Bartlett tancey, 

Washington 16 Feb. 1823. 
Sir: 

The second committee(l)2Lppointed in con- 
sequence of the letter of Gales and Seaton(2) address- 
ed to the speaker of the H. of R,, has not yet 
reported, though it is understood, that this commit- 
tee has not discovered a fact, that will injure the rep- 
utation of them or of Crawford; as to myself T know 
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nothing' more than the newspapers have con- 
tained; but incline to the opinion, that the whole 
truth and nothing but the truth, will never be discov- 
ered; ever J one acquainted with the secret doing-s 
will remain unknown, if possible, especially as neith- 
praise nor honor is likely to be g'ained. 

The rage for manufacturing is quite as great as it 
ever was for Merino sheep(3) or banks, and it is be- 
lieved that the zealots, are perfectly willing to pro- 
hibit the importation from a foreign country of every 
article, they wish to encourage the manufacturing of 
in the United States. 

. Your friend Calhoun is reported to be training of (4) 
Adams, Crawford and Clay bear their training". Wheth- 
er the dash made at Adams by Smyth(S) has injured 
him in any way I do not know; The push at Crawford 
by the suppressed document(6) has not altered his 
condition, and whether the manufacturing run has 
improved Clay is not understood, nor has the cause of 
the report of Calhoun's training(7) of been heard. 

Saunders(8) write everything- 1 expect, and this is 
only sent as a sort of farewell for the Session, and to 
put you in mind that you are not forgotten by 

Your friend, 

Nathl. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)Crawford was charged with administering- the finances 
so as to gain popularity. The specifications were that he em- 
ployed members of Congress to inspect the land oflSces, and, 
secondly, that he had shown improper favors to certain West- 
em banks. A special committee reported that he was justi- 
fied in his conduct. 

The Secretary was called on for a special report of all his 
transactions with the banks. He did so, and it was found 
that one of the documents had been suppressed. A second 
committee after investigation reported that they had been 
unable to discover the author of the suppression, but they ex- 
onerated the Secretary, and also Messrs. Cook and Edwards, 
of Illinois, of the first committee, who once had possession of 
the missing paper. The Secretary promptly furnished a copy 
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of a letter of his which was the material part of the missing 
document. He admitted having* authorized the receipt of un- 
current bank notes, but believed at the time they were good. 
He contended that his action increased the sale of public 
lands. 

(2)Joseph Gales and William W. Seaton, publishers of the 
independent paper called the National Intelligencer^ and 
of the Annals of Congress, They were the official printers. 

(3)This rage for the importation of the Merino and of the 
finer woolcd sheep was just after the war of 1812, 

(4) Mr. Macon omits a letter. He means '^training off," an 
expression among racing men indicating that the horse is not 
improving. Calhoun developed so little strength that his 
friends concluded not to start him. Adams, Crawford and Clay, 
on the contrary, bear their training so well that they will be 
entered for the race. It is to be noticed that Jackson is not 
mentioned, although he received the largest vote. 

(5) Alexander Smyth, Wythe county, Va., Representative in 
Congress, 1817-'2S and 1827-'31, He was a general in the war 
of 1812. He assailed Adams, giving reasons for not support- 
ing him for the Presidency. Adams made a reply so severe 
and cogent as to win friends, rather than lose them. 

(6)Romulus M. Saunders, Representative from Yancey's dis- 
trict. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr, Bartlett tancey. 

Washington 17 Feb'y 1823. 
Sir 

I have this day received your letter of the 10 cur- 
rent, permit me to state :hat I have never turned my 
attention much to(l) the convention question, not ex- 
pecting ever to be in a situation to decide on it, and 
always considering my rights secure, whether one 
should be called or not. Permit me to observe to you, 
that no constitution in the U. S. exactly suits me; be- 
cause the patronage is in no one divided; The(2) idea • 
of balancing a government by three departments; 
where one cannot receive anything from the other two 
and the other two can take another place from the 
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other, is fallacious. The thrifty part of government 
is that which bestows the loaves and fishes; hence in 
all free government, the patronage should be divided, 
and no member of one department, should be allowed 
to receive a place from another. 

I do not like any qualification in voters, save a cer- 
tain residence, and age, and to have paid a tax; one 
house ought to be sufl&ciently numerous to represent 
the people fairly, and originate every bill. The(3) 
other should not be numerous but old, only to revise 
and amend bills; for example, the Senate should not 
be under a given age, and those who vote for a Sena- 
tor of the same age; everj voter for both branches 
of the legislature be eligible. 

I have written this in the Senate; I wrote you a day 
or two past, God bless you and your household 

Nath'i. Macon. 

These hints are intended to put you to reflecting on 
the points. 

N. M. 

NOTKS. ^ 

(l)The western part of the State was fiercely agitating the 
calling of a convention to amend the State constitution of 
1776. The chief grievance was that each county sent one 
Senator and two Commoners. As there were many small 
counties in the east, that section had about two-thirds weight 
in both houses. The convention was called in 1835, and to a 
considerable extent remedied the inequality, besides making 
other material changies. 

(2) Mr. Macon alludes to the power of the President to ap 
point judges and gain the favors of Congressmen by promis- 
ing office. 

(3)This plan of having the State Senators of a greater age 
than Representatives, (then called Commoners), the same age 
limit being applied to the voters, and giving this elderly body 
only powers of revision and amendment, is original with Mr. 
Macon, I think. The second idea is embodied in the Federal 
constitution in regard to bills for raising revenue. 
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Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Barlett lancey. 

Washington 12 Dec'r 1823. 

Sir 
I have this day received your letter of the 7 in- 
stant; in which you state, that you had seen my let- 
ter to Mr. Robert H. Jones, (1) in which I did not say 
whether I should attend a caucus, (2) if there be one 
here during* the present session of Congress; but in- 
formed him what had been my practice for many years 
past and I now add for the last 20 or more, and no 
objection that I ever heard, has been taken to it be- 
fore. In the contest between Mr. Madison and Mr. 
Monroe, when the first named was first elected, I was 
neither at the caucus nor signed the protest, nor was 
it published in any news paper which of them I pre- 
ferred, yet every one knew for whom 1 should vote; 
and that election was considered as important, as the 
one now depending, because it was then declared that 
the Feds would support Mr. Monroe, and ii was known 
that a part of the Republicans would. 

I have more than a year past reflected much wheth- 
er my attending a caucus, would do good or harm, as 
it reg*ards the election of Mr. Crawford, and am fully 
convinced it would do no g-ood and might do much 
harm. If I attend; mig-ht it not, nay would it not be 
said, that after having refused more than 20 years 
and that too in the troublesome time of war and the 
Hartford convention, that now in time of peace the 
principles or practice is changed; and that every man • 
has his price, and that Crawford, the master intriguer, . 
is the first and only one, who has been able to find 
and touch the chord which produced the change and 
is it not known, that I am neither for the new Tar- 
iff to encourage manufactures, nor for the plan of in- 
ternal improvement by the federal government, nor 
a member of the coloni2ing(3) society, and each of 
these will have weight in the election; a change at 
this time would g-ive rise to suspicions, that a prom- 
ise or barg-ain existed on one or more of these subjects, ; 
or that a plan was expected or wanted. 

Reflect much and consider well, before you decide \ 
what another ought to do; if I have the national in- 
fluence, which you suppose, by what means has it 
been obtained, not I am sure, by pursuing the opin- 
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ions of others. But in truth I have no influence nor 
never had, and my opinions are become too old fash- 
ioned for the present time; they are out of fashion and 
called, the old school; Mr. Jefferson is probably the 
only man, that has national influence, and the new 
notions a float about the tariff and internal improve- 
ments by the federal government has I apprehend di- 
minished his a g-ood deal, 

I have as you and everybody else knows, been in 
Congress with Mr. Crawford all the time, that he was 
a member but never in the same house with him. 
His talents,independence, firmness and honesty I nev- 
er heard doubted by a single member who served with 
him; his republicanism was not then questioned, nor 
do I recollect but one vote of his, which was thought 
to be at variance, with the old republican doctrine, 
and that was to renew the charter of the first Bank of 
the U. S., and that certainly would have been better 
than establishing the present one; he was a zealous 
advocate for the declaration of war, and had to exert 
himself to get it carried through the senate. I lived 
several Sessions at the same boarding house with him 
and have been on the most friendly terms since our 
first acquaintance and intend to vote for him against 
any candidate yet named, for the next president; but 
it really seems useless to write all this to you, who 
know him as well as I do. 

(4) As to the Vote of New York a gentleman of that 
State referred me, to a statement, he had given Saun- 
ders for you; it is understood that Pennsylvania(5) 
will support the caucus nomination if one be made, 
without such a nomination doubtful, Mr. Gallatin and 
the old republicans support Mr. Crawford. The opin- 
ion of Governor Schultz not heard by me. 

I will make a single observation of the instructions 
you mention, which is this. The principal instructs 
the agent, not in the character of agent but an individ- 
ual. Every citizen in the U. S. has right to recom- 
mend, to the people any person he pleases for the 
next president if such person be qualified according 
to the constitution. The members of Congress or any 
other people may recommend a man for President; all 
have the same right. 

I have often in my life had to regret differing in 
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Opinion with my friends, and never was it more un- 
pleasant or disagreeable than in the present case; and 
all that I shall now say, is that I have not yet decid- 
ed to attend the caucus. 

Permit me, before I close to remark on the follow- 
ing* words in your letter; li is tiync for you to come out 
plain to your f? tends on this subject,-! never did other-" 
wise; responsibility I never dreaded, and invariably 
followed my own opinions. My letter to Jones was 
an answer to one from him; and sufficiently plain to 
convince you both that I had not decided at the time 
it was wrote, to attend a caucus; and that was all, 
which was intended to be conveyed; I beg- of you to 
believe, that these remarks are only made to justify 
myself, and not to impute an unfriendly thought to 
you; to pass them in silence, would seem to admit, 
that they were just. 

I expect every man in North Carolina knows, that 
I prefer Crawford to any of the named candidates; and 
it may be, that most of the editors of the newspapers 
know it, as it has been stated in the reg'ister(6) print- 
ed in Raleig-h without having- the information from 
me; I mention this, because I am not writing for pub- 
lication or print; you may let whoever you please 
read it. 
I have not written to you before and it was because I 
was certain that Saunders would advise you of the 
doings here, and I have been out so seldom, that I see 
nor hear nothing of the busy men or their doings, for 
all plans have busy men. 

Crawford (7) is still very low, and mends very slow, 
when he will be able to attend to the whole duties 
of his office, is uncertain; his children have the meas- 
les; It would gratify me very much, that you or Jones 
would now and then give me line: 

The(8) opinion of General Jackson about the con- 
stitutionality of the U. S. banks, I do not know; all 
the other candidates for the presidency, were in fav- 
or of the last. 

My great objection to attending a caucus, is that 
the minority yield their opinion, and support what 
they disapprove, for example; Suppose I attend and 
a majority prefer one of the other candidates to Craw- 
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ford, nay the one, to whom I have the greatest objec- 
tion; 
Believe me to be 

With g^eat reg^ard and esteem 
Sir— Yr. ob'l Serv't 

Nath'i, Macon, 

NOTES. 

• 

(l)Robert H. Jones was Attorney General of North Carolina 
in 1828 by appointment of Gov. Owen, was defeated before 
the Leg-islature by Romulus M, Saunders. He was afterwards 
a member of the State Legislature from Warren. 

(2)The caucus of 1824 was attended by only sixty members. 
Two others sent proxies. Crawford received sixty-four votes; 
Adams two, Jackson one and Macon one. Albert Gallatin for 
Vice President received fifty-seven votes. In the North Caro- 
lina Legislature Charles F. Fisher, an ardent friend of Cal- 
houn, introduced resolutions denouncing Congressional cau- 
cuses, firstly, as impliedly against the constitution, which 
gives the choice of President to electors chosen as therein pre- 
scribed; secondly, because the election might possibly devolve 
on the House of Representatives and it is wrong for them to 
commit themselves beforehand. The resolutions were debat- 
ed at length and with g^eat ability in the House of Commons 
and were defeated by the decisive vote of 82 to 46. The de- 
bate was printed in pamphlet form. 

(3)The national Colonization Society was started in 1816. 
Branches were soon established in almost every State. Much 
interest was felt in it until the Abolition party bogan its ca- 
reer in 1831. The Republic of Liberia is an outcome of its 
efforts. 

(4) In New York the choice of electors was by the Legisla- 
ture. After many ballots a compromise ticket was passed, viz: 
25 for Adams, 7 for Clay and 4 for Crawford, but 3 of the Clay 
men deserted him and voted one each for Jackson, Adams and 
Crawford. 

(S)A convention of the people held at Harrisburg nominat- 
ed Jackson, with only one dissenting. Governor Schlutz prob- 
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ably went with the rest. Calhoun was named for ^ice Pres- 
ident. 

(6)The Raleigh Register was the Republican organ in Ral- 
eigh. It was edited by Joseph Gales, a refugee from Shef- 
field, England, where as.Secretary of the Constitutional So- 
ciety, and editor of the Sheffield Register, he was threatened 
with imprisonment, at a time when the Habeas Corpus Act 
was suspended, for criticising too freely the conduct of the ad- 
ministration. He was induced by the advice of prominent 
Jefifersonians to start a newspaper in Raleigh in opposition to 
the Minerva, edited by Wm. Boylan, a Federalist. The first 
number was issued in the latter part of 1799 and was contin- 
ued without interruption for about sixty years, for a short 
while his son-in-law, W. W. Seaton, being his partner, and 
after his death by his son, Weston Raleigh Gales, and, when 
he died, by his grandson, Seaton Gales. A file of this paper 
is in the State Library at Raleigh. 

(7)Crawford, while hunting in Virginia on a very hot day, 
had a severe attack of sickness which left his body weakened, 
and, as many thought, his mind impaired. He was probably 
never afterwards strong enough to perform properly the dut- 
ies of Presid^t. 

(8)In his first message, 1829, Jackson expressed doubt of 
the Constitutionality of the Bank charter, although the Su- 
preme Court in McCuUoch vs. Maryland in 1819 decided in 
favor of its validity. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Xancey. 

Washington 26 Dec'r 1824 
Sir 

I have been desirous of writing to jou since 
my arrival, but in truth there has been nothing worth 
communicating, nor have I at this time a single fact 
or incident worthy notice. Very soon after getting 
here one of the representatives of N. C. asked me 
what I thought the friends of Crawford ought to do; 
this question was put in the presence of two or three 
others of our brethren; the answer was do nor say 



72 JAMBS SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 

nothi\ig', by a unioti you have been defeated let the 
victors(l) try to decide who shall be president, be- 
cause you may at any time, take your choice if you 
think proper of those you do not approve. 

The president appears to be in a fine humor and 
good spirits. Crawford's health seems to be good, 
and he is as fat as I ever saw him; though he has 
now an impediment in his speech, very much like that 
of Tucker(2) the Treasurer. 

How the industrious go on, in electioneering for 
the president, though I have heard some who sup- 
ported the ticket against Crawford say, they feared 
very much one of the Union candidates would be 
elected and that they never wanted him. 

The republican party and their principles are I fear 

out of fashion, though something like a revival, 

seems to be taking place in South Carolina, at least 

in their Legislature. If Congress can make banks, 

roads and canals under the constitution; they can free 

any slave(3) in the United States, so I long since 

have told yon, and so I formerly told Calhoun, and 

often I believe in yonr presence and that of others. 

The spirit of emancipating with those who have no 

i-^laves, never dies, it may sleep now and then rest on- 

/ Ay awakie more vigorous; early in Congess I discover- 

// ed or thought I did a desire to meddle with^the con- 

/ ditions of the slaves, and every debate since, in which 

/ they have been mentioned stronger and stronger 

/ ground has been taken; to free them in the south, 

j would be the means of destroying either the blacks 

I or whites, as at San Domingo. 

V,.-.^ Suppose that Congress had complete power to 
make internal improvements and that each state had 
also a complete power, would it be the interest of 
N, C for Congress to undertake it; would she not by 
the plan of Calhoun, pay vastly more for improve- 
ments in other states, than would or I might say 
could properly be laid out in her; taking the federal 
members(4) as the rule to to find the proportion each 
ought to pay; her proportion of a single canal contem- 
plated, would at least be treble what would be laid 
out for her; to make us pay for the improvements of 
others, has not appeared right or just to me, admit- 
ting the power in Congress, which however is denied, 
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I pray you to examine and re-examine the constitu- 
tion on these very interesting points. 

When will you finish the purchase of the divided 
tract of land on the river, parts of which you have 
been buying for several years past, and build a house 
on it or somewhere else; for I suppose you like every 
other person, are desirous of one two-story high. 

The main object of beginning this letter should 
now be stated, which is this to give Mrs. Yancey and 
all your children the right hand of fellowship and 
goodwill for 

Yr, friend 
Nath. Macon 

New parties, will I suspect rise in the Unted States 
not founded like the old, on the construction of the 
constitution; that may in part divide them. They 
may I fear be like the parties, in a few states, rather 
the followers of men than principles; principles how- 
ever may be mixed with the admiration of the men 
but the love of a snug office is apt to attach to such 
parties. 

I did not enquire about the land and house, to sat- 
isfy an idle curiosity; or improper desire to know the 
affairs of yourself or anybody else, but with a view to 
guess, when it would suit you to be here again. 

Every member of the assembly who supported 
Crawford ought to go to the assembly again if they 
can be elected; they ought not to give up the ship; if 
you wish ever to be a public character here remain in 
the assembly. The present representatives of N. C. 
who support Crawford ought" to follow the plan laid 
down for members of assembly. 

I went to Weldon last fall at the stockholders of 
the Roanoke navigation(5), in the hope of meeting 
you, Saunders and some others there, and was en- 
tirely disappointed in not seeing either of you, I 
caught 12 foxes before I left home; eat of the venison 
of 5 wild deer; last year I had a part of 9. 

My tobacco much injured by the rain; com pretty 
good considering the land is poor. 

I know nothing more of Capt, Porter's doings in 
Porto Rico (6) than may be seen in the enclosed paper 
in a piece signed John Hampden; in the constitution 
formed in 1776, are these words, standing armies in 
time of peace are dangerous, or some very like them; 
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regular forces whether armies or navies generally 
prefer war to peace, war gives an opportunity for 
fame and glory. The power to declare war is given 
to Congress, but why give it to that body, if an offi- 
cer, may fight when he pleases, not so in the time of 
Jefferson. N. M. 

NOTES, 

(l)Congress met on the 6th of December, 1824. There was 
much excitement about the coming contest in the House for 
the Presidency, In Febuary, 1825, on counting the electoral 
votes, Jackson received 99 votes, Adams 84, Crawford 41 and 
Clay 37. The House could only vote for the first three. The 
Clay men voted for Adams and elected him. 

(2)Thomas Tudor Tucker, Treasurer of the United States 
from 1810 to his death in 1828. He was a native of Bermuda, 
settled in South Carolina; Representative in the Congress of 
the United States, l789-'93. 

(3)As Mr. Macon's district had many slaves and slave-own- 
ers in it, this argument was naturally potent with his constit- 
uents. It was composed of the counties of Granville, Frank- 
lin, Warren and Nash. 

(4)**Federal numbers" were all free persons and three fifths 
of the slaves. 

(5)The Roanoke Navigation Company was chartered to dig 
a canal around the falls of the river and make it navigable 
above Weldon. The State h^d stock in it. 

(6)Commodore David Porter, who had distinguished him- 
in the war of 1812, was ordered to clear the West Indies of 
pirates, who found a welcome in some of .the harbors of Cuba 
and Porto Rico. He landed a force in Porto Rico for the pur- 
suit and captured of some of these robbers. He was tried by 
court martial, first, for disobeying the orders of the President, 
and, second, for invading the territory of Spain, with which 
nation we were at peace. His defence was that his action 
was necessary for suppressing piracy. He was convicted and 
sentenced to suspension for six months. He resigned from 
our navy in disgust and took charge of the Mexican navy with 
a salary of $25,000. When Jackson became President he ap- 
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pointed Porter Consul to the Barbary States and then Minis- 
ter to Turkey. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett lancey. 

Washington 25 Jany 1825. 
Sir 

It seems that a majority of the members of Assem- 
bly of several of the Western states(l) prefer Henry 
Clay for the next President. A party in Maine(2) 
have recommended Adams for the appointment, how 
these expressions of opinion have been broupfht about, 
I am entirely ignorant; be it as it may, the indication 
is unfavorable to Crawford I apprehend, aud will 
make exertions necessary to his election; in the early 
part of the Session, it was supposed that his chance 
was the best; whether it be so now is rather more un- 
certain, indeed the probability is, that he has not 
gained during the present session. New York is still 
pretty silent, though I have understood, that the 
paper called the American, has come out for Adams. 

(3) Saunders I expect, knows more of the doings 
of the next presidential election than I do, as he some 
times goes out, and I never do. 

The enclosed paper is sent that you may read an 
agricultural production. 

Give Mrs. Yancey my good will, tell your children 
I wish them well, and believe me 

Yr friend 

Nathl. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)The Kentucky and Ohio Legislatures nominated Clay. 

(2)The General Assembly of Maine nominated Adams. 

(3)Romulus ^. Saunders, a Representative from North Car- 
olina in the district in which Yancey lived. He afterwards 
removed to Raleigh and represented the ^^Metropolitan dis- 
trict", as it was called. 

Letter from NatKl Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 15 May 1825. 
Sir 
Your letter of the 17-instant has beeen received ; 
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you know how a Session ends, I am too tired and too 
busy to write, and have something to do before start- 
ing- toiriorow 

God bless you and yours 

Nath'l Macon. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washing-ton 8 Dec'r 1825. 
Sir 
The messag-e of the President, seems to claim 
all the power to the federal Government, which has 
heretofore produced so much debate, and which the 
election of Mr. Jefferson was supposed to have set- 
tled ; but so it is, that a decision against power in 
the Government is no precedent, while one in favor 
of it is, hence all governments are apt to gain power, 
to which the Governors do not often object ; Mr. 
Madison(l) rejected an act for internal improvement, 
and Mr. Monroe(2) rejected one to put gates on the 
Cumberland road ; though he admitted the power to 
give money, or to take share in companies established 
by the states for internal improvement ; but of what 
avail are these, if another president decide differently 
and a majority in Congress agree with him ; I never 
think of these claims of power, which appear to me, 
not to be granted, but I shudder for the states, whose 
population is not of the same character, to be plain I 
mean the states where slavery exists ; I pray you ex- 
amine again the Constitution, with the sole view to 
decide, whether if Congress can establish a bank or 
make roads and canals, whether Congress cannot also 
free every slave in the several states, there is no 
clause in the constitution forbidding it, there is one 
to prevent the states protecting slaves, that have run 
away ; the spirit of emancipation is more strong & 
enthusiastic than that for internal improvement, it 
may sleep, but it never dies, it has been adopted by 
religious societies, with a zeal not like to tire, be- 
sides abolition and colonizing societies abound ; when 
reflecting on this subject, the new continental (4) 
American governments as well as San Domingo pre- 
sent themselves to the mind, the first is understood to 
consist of people of every color, and the last of blacks, 
the effect of color is felt by every person, perhaps 
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more easily felt, than described; color is mentioned 
only with a view to San Domingo. 

The strang-e(4) kind of acknowledgement which 
France has made of the Independence of San Domingo, 
must have some particular meaning, and that may be, 
to place the two Governments hereafter on the most 
friendly & intimate terms ; France by being thus 
friendly with the Island may calculate, if war should 
take place, between her & her old rival, to operate on 
the British West Indies, by the forces of the Island ; 
and it is not improbable, that the situation of San 
Domingo gave rise to the enquiry in the British par- 
liament, touching the slaves in the West Indes and it 
may be remarked, that the great object of the Col- 
onies to Great Britain, is the profit of trade with 
them, profit is probably more thought of than color 
or the Inhabitants It is hardly necessary to add, that 
France might use in case of need the forces of San 
Domingo against the U. S. in the same way she 
might against Jamaica. 

Whether the whites and the blacks can live peace- 
ably and happy in the same country, where the num- 
bers are nearly equal, is a problem yet to be solved, & 
the difficulty of the solution, will be increased by the 
different grades each may have held in the country, 
while one were free & others not. 

Permit me to add, though not immediately con- 
nected with the subject before mentioned, that it is 
not the character of the laborers, which has injured 
the country, but the kind of crop cultivated, corn, 
cotton and tobacco all require much ploughing, & a 
clear cultivation, which prepares the land, to be 
washed away by heavy & hasty rains. The charac- 
ter of the laborer whether free or slave is not connect- 
ed with it, nor ought it to be forgotten that many of 
the state Legialatures have passed resolutions against 
slavery which are published and re-published again 
& again : It is made piracy by the laws of the U. S, 
to bring a slave from Africa, what then is it, to hold 
one on land being a descendant of an African(5). A 
debate(6) about thirty years past in the H. of R. com- 
pelled me to believe that there were some people, who 
then thought, that Congress might legislate on the 
condition of the slaves, & no circumstance has taken 

6 
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place since to induce a change of that belief. The 
question with us, is not an original question of slavery 
er not slavery ; but what is the power of the federal 
Government ; The power to authorize banks, roads 
& canals, was not claimed, as well as I recollect 
by the authors of the book, now ealled the federalist, 
nor do I recollect that a single remark or observation 
of any person called a federalist was made which 
could be construed to claim this power, while the con- 
stitution was under consideration. 
I am with great regard and esteem 
Sir 

Yr obt servt & friend 

Nath'i,. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)In December, 1816, Calhoun, as chairman, introduced a 
bill to set apart dividends and bonus of the National Bank for 
roads and canals. After long debate it passed with some 
amendments. Madison vetoed it on the last day of the session. 

(2)In May, 1821, Monroe vetoed a bill for the preservation 
of the Cumberland road. 

(3)The fears of Mr. Macon that Congress would interpret 
' the Constitution to give it power to emancipate slaves were 
not realized. They were freed in part as a war measure, but 
chiefly by an amendment to the Constitution, which the states 
which attempted secession were virtually forced to ratify. 
Congress emancipated those in the District of Columbia be- 
cause it had exclusive legislation over it, 

(4)In 1795 Spain ceded San Domingo to France. In 1801 
the blacks, headed by Toussaint Louverture, drove out the 
French. In 1802 Napoleon sent an army under General Le- 
clerc to subdue the island, but it only partially succeeded, 
being ruined by yellow fever. Napoleon intended, having 
induced Spain to cede to France the Louisiana Territory, to 
make a grand colony of the same with San Domingo attached, 
but on breaking out of the war with England, sold the Lou- 
isiana territory to the United States. In 1809 England, hav- 
ing captured it, gave San Domingo to Spain. ItJ 1822 Boyer, 
President of Hayti, occupied it and the whole island was 



run CONGRBSSIONAI, CAREER OF NATHANIBI* MACON 79 

under the rule of Africans, under the name of the Republic 6f 
Hayti. In 1844 the San Domingo part was erected into the 
Dominican Republic. Mr. Macon seems to fear a possible re- 
vival of Napoleon's scheme. The horrible massacres of the 
whites in San Doming^o and Hayti and the emancipation of 
slaves in the Spanish possessions, which had recently gained 
their independence, were thought by the slave-holders of the 
United States to be causes of unrest among their slaves. 

(5)By Act passed in 1820. 

(6)Mr. Wilson's paper supra explains this statement. I add 
that, in common with most Southern people, Mr. Macon was 
fully persuaded that negroes, if freed, would resort to robbery 
and theft, if not arson and murder, and thus emancipation 
would ruin both whites and blacks. They thought that the 
Abolition party was seeking to bring on them, their wives 
and children, such woes as the soldiers of Tilly inflicted on 
Magdeburg and savage Indians on the settlers in the Wyo- 
ming valley. The slaves of 1820 had much more of the sav- 
age nature than those of 1860. Forty years of civilizing 
influences did good work. 

Lettef from Nathaniel Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 29 Jan'y 1826 

Sir 
(1) Captain Otway Burns of Beaufort is now here, & 
has delivered me your letter of the 3-instant, that of 
the 18 has also been received ;It is a misfortune that 
the bill (2) concerning free negroes did not become a 
law, there is no place for them, in places where slaves 
are numerous, & if they are permitted to come into the 
state, the adjoining states will furnish more emi- 
grants of them, than an opposer of the bill would be 
willing to receive 

The particular friends of the administration, make 
more noise about an opposition, than any others, in 
truth, it may be doubted, whether the materials to 
form one, could be found in Congress, those who were 
not pleased with the election of the president, or the 
manner in which it was done, do not agree, in the 
person, they desired to be elected, nor do they agree 
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in their political principles; hence no unity of action 
can be expected, because they do not agree about meas- 
tures or men. Among* the supporters of each candi- 
date for the presidency, was to be found every cast of 
political character, agreeing in nothing, except the 
man, who ought to be elected. 

If there is a serious opposition circumstances must 
produce it. 

It is reported. & I believe trul^, that a new treaty 
has been made, with the (3)anti-McIntosh party, of 
the Creeks, which will probably be laid before the Sen- 
ate in a few days; It is to be expected that a part of 
the land, here tofore acquired by the last treaty must 
have been given up, if so, it will raise anew question 
something like this, whether after the Indian title to 
land be extinguished in a state, the U. S. can again 
vest the same title in the Indians, and whether the ex- 
ecutive can or ought to inquire into the facts of civil 
matters, by a military tritoinal 

The present Congress, as has I believed been stated 
to you before, does not afford a rule, by which to 
judge of public opinion, on the presidential election 
because most of the elections were made, before that. 
This wil give the administration two years to pre- 
pare for the next election of Congress, which is cer- 
tainly no small advantage, and as the executive pat- 
ronage may be increased, so will be increased, the ad- 
vantages of preparing for it. The number of cadets 
to the military academy may be increased, and the 
erection of a (4)naval academy will add largely to it. 
The effect of patronage may be seen in Great Britain 
& must sooner or later be felt in the United States, 
nor would(5) light houses of the sky prevent its be- 
ing felt. 

A Government which has complete power over the 
purse and sword, with a patronage of millions of dol- 
lars, cannot easily be kept in check, by a constitution 
which by construction or implication can bie made to 
mean whatever a majority may deem expedient or con- 
venient; Remember that every person, who receives 
public money for services rendered, except the mem- 
bers of Congress, and the officers of the two houses 
& the judges of the courts, receive it at &by the will 
of the executive, and that whoever is president, has 
been supported by most if not all who thus receive the 
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public money, where one has failed to do this in for- 
mer times, he has been dismissed. 

Of all schemes ever devised to increase the power 
of the executive, that of internal improvement is by 
far the most tremendous, because, it operates on all; 
both the rich & the poor consider it a power exercised 
for their benefit, and all expect an improvement near 
their land, by which they are to add greatly to their 
property and all who are in debt, expect a g-ood con- 
tract, by which they are to pay their debts, & make a 
fortune. One indebted expects relief from every 
change, in public affairs; people in debt are generally 
discontented, hence the difficulty of legislating to 
their satisfaction, & hence the origin of stop laws 

I incline to the opinion, that those who consider 
themselves the friends of the administration, will not 
generally vote for the (6) amendment to the constitu- 
tion, to change the mode of electing the president, 
which has been reported to the Senate; besides these 
there are members, who will not vote for a district 
system. It may not be difficult, to induce the first to 
believe, that the- plan is now intended particularly 
for the next presidential election, though it has been 
before Congress many years, never twice, I believe ex- 
actly in the same form. 

Will you be so good as to state to me, as soon as 
you can conveniently, such(7) reasons as have occur- 
red to you or were used in the General Assembly, for 
adopting the resolutions claiming pay of the U. S. 
for the Indian reservations in N. Carolina,' The U. 
S. were under no obligation to extinguish the Indian 
title within the limits of the state, it was a mere 
gratuity. The U. S. notwithstanding the decis- 
ion(8) of the court, cannot grant a fee simple estate 
to land in a state, where the U. S. have no right to 
the soil. 

Remember me in the most friendly manner to Mrs. 
Yancey, and all your children, whether I ever see 
theln again or not, they will have the good will, es- 
teem & respect of 

Your friend 

Nath'l Macon. 

I cannot now decide, what I may do next summer, 
be assured it would please me to be at your house. 
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NOTES. 

(l)Captaiii Otway Burns was a successful privateer in the 
War of 1812, commanding the Snap Dragon. His prizes 
were jbrought into the ports of North Carolina. After this 
he was often State Senator and Representative from Carteret 
County. He voted with the West in securing the Convention 
of 1835 and hence the county seat of Yancey was named 
Burnsville in his honor. 

(2)The act-excluding from settling in North Carolina free 
negroes from other states was passed in 1826. Emancipation of 
slaves was allowed for meritorious services up to 1830. Then an 
act was passed requiring those emancipated to leave the 
state in ninety days. 

(3)The Creeks in 1825 held a meeting at Tuckebachee and re- 
solved to sell no lands, making it punishable with death for 
any chief to agree to such cession. At Indian Springs cer- 
tain chiefs, headed by Mcintosh, assumed to sell to the United 
States substantially all the land of the Creeks in the limits of 
Georgia, in consideration of $400,000 and a reservation beyond 
the Mississippi. Monroe approved and the Senate after he went 
out of office confirmed the treaty. The Creeks, then put to death 
three chiefs, who agreed to it,McIntosh, Tustunugge and Haw- 
kins. When Adams became President he summoned the survi- 
ving chiefs to Washington, and, being satisfied that the Yellow 
Springs treaty was fraudulent, agreed to by only one fif- 
tieth of the Indians, negotiated a new treaty, which was duly 
ratified, by which they ceded a large area but much less than 
in the former one. The President had sent General Gaines 
with troops to Georgia with especial reference to pacifying 
the Indians. Georgia, headed by Governor Troup, was 
furious at the abandonment of the first treaty. Finally in 
1828 another was made which provided for the cession of the 
Creek lands and the transfer of their owners to the Indian 
Territory. The Cherokee Indian question was not finally 
settled until 1835. 
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Letter from NatKl Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington IS Feb'y 1826 
Sir 

Your letter of the 7 instant has been re- 
ceived. I wish the reasons you have furnished, may 
be deemed entirely satisfactory to Congress, and that 
the claim by N. C,(l) may be allowed, and that she 
may get the money advanced for the Indian land, I 
however still entertain some doubts, of the kind 
stated in my last. 

The Panama business (2) not yet settled; pensions 
granted with more ease, than heretofore; and a suffi- 
cient desire to speak has been manifested, some alter- 
ation may be made in the court system, and the 
friends of a bankrupt law are in good spirits and 
calculate on passing an act for that purpose. 

I have had the influenza twice since being here 
which tired me, more than ever of being here. In- 
deed I begin to think, my hearing fails me since fas- 
ter than before, & my sight is so injured, that I can- 
not read newspaper print by candle light, and good 
print soon makes them matter and water run out. In 
truth I begin to apprehend that I am getting too old 
for Congress. Let me tell you what I heard the oth- 
er day. A judge of a court(3) of good standing for 
talents and uprightness, when somewhat advanced in 
years, say between 65 and 70, consulted the bar, to as- 
certain whether age had not unfitted him for the office, 
every member gave an opinion that it had not, & 
earnestly requested him to continue on the bench, he 
agreed on this condition, that whenever the time ar- 
rived, and he was unfit they should communicate the 
fact to him, which he would consider the most friend- 
ly act, that could be done; in a few years he became 
unfit, & the bar deputed a few of the oldest and most 
respectable members, to inform him agreeable to his 
request, he heard them not very patiently and imme- 
diately answered they were mistaken, & that he never 
was more fit in his life. — (Suffer me to add that my 
memory is also failing fast.) 

Now on this subject of age. I wish much to see 
you and consult you, it is due to the state, & to my- 
self not to be here after time may have made her in- 
roads too strong on my faculties; no citizen can owe 
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more service to the people & to the Legislature of 
the state than I do, nor could one be more wil- 
ling* to render service, while he was able, my thanks 
and gratitude to both are unbounded. 

Present my best respects to Mrs. Yancey 
& all your family & believe me 

Your friend 
V Nath'l Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)This has been explained supra, I feel sure the claim 
was not allowed. Mr. Macon evidently did not favor it. 

(2)The Panama Congress was proposed by General Bolivar, 
to establish commercial intercourse, rules of international law, 
and enforce the Monroe doctrine. President Adams and Sec- 
retary of State Clay favored it, but there was fierce opposi- 
tion in Congress. Finally John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, 
and Richard C. Anderson, of Kentucky, with Wm. B. Roches- 
ter, New York, as Secretary, were sent as commissioners. 
Anderson died on the way. The Congress adjourned to an- 
other meeting before Sergeant reached Panama. Civil war 
in the newly erected republics ensued and no other meeting 
was held. The opposition charged that the President was 
seeking to commit the United States to entangling allian- 
ces. 

(3)This story is so similar to that of the Archbishop and Gil 
Bias as to suggest the possibility that it was a conscious 
adaptation of the Spanish fiction. 

Letter from NatVl Macon to Mf, Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 31 March 1826 
Sir 
No event has lately taken place, which hasgiven 
me so much satisfaction, as you declining to accept the 
mission to Peru, the offer was no doubt intended, for the 
purpose of dividing, and conquering those who sup- 
ported Crawford at the last Presidential election. The 
refusal was what I should have expected, had I have 
known of the offer before I read your letter to Saun- 
ders. I am not informed that any of your friends 
here were consulted about the appointment. As soon 
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as I read your letter, I wrote you a line or two, which 
was all that could be for that mail. 

The administration seems to have a pretty strong* 
& well fixed majority in both houses of Cong'ress(l), 
and nearly all the newspapers are understood to sup- 
port it; These facts, fully demonstrate the effort and 
power of patronag'e(2), which I fear it is not possible 
to diminish, especially as long- as people are in 
debt and had rather have a snug place, called of- 
fice, to support them than to labor in the field, 
or a profession, or even to sell goods. The people 
are not altogether to blame for this situation, the 
legislatures ought to bear a full share, because they 
tempted them by creating debt offices, denominated 
banks. Eve probably would not have sinned, had 
she not been tempted; & lead us not into temptation, 
is the wisest prayer ever uttered. 

Thp advertising and publishing the laws by the ad- 
ministration, gives it a monstrous influence with the 
editors of the news papers; they stick to it, like men 
who have failed in business or brought up to a profes- 
sion in which they did not or could not succeed, or 
like those who spend the estate, their parents made 
& gave them, all these stick to it, so fast, that it is 
next to impossible to separate them from it; a place 
& nothing else will satisfy them, they are never re- 
ally denied, but receive words, sufficiently comforta- 
ble to induce them to hope, to praise & to hang on. 

The talents(3) in the Senate are certainly not in 
favor of the administration, yet all its measures have 
been approved, not by the form of argument, but 
votes. 

I have been of late much troubled with a bleeding 
from the nose, & and have been the greater part of 
the session very hoarse. This is mentioned in con- 
nexion with a subject mentioned to you some time 
past. If you was not in the legislature, who would 
fill your useful stand there; it is an important consid- 
eration and deserves much useful reflection. 

The supporters of Adams & Jackson will prob- 
ably split in every state, those of either party 
who were mere of&ce hunters, will cling- to the 
one supposed to be strongest; I mention this that you 
may take it into view when ^-ou think of N. C. af- 
fairs ; The present administration will, it is 
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thoug-ht use the patronag-e to gain friends, and prob- 
ably that of the General if he should be elected at the 
next election, will be to provide for friends. 

There are three thing-s which produce almost of 
themselves, power beg-ets power, money begets mon- 
ey, & patronage begets patronage, and one of them 
well managed, will generally beget the other two. 

The next presidential contest, will probably be be- 
tween A. and J. — I have often been asked, which 
I should support if only these two were up, I answer- 
ed it was time enough to decide, that unless A. 
changed his measures, I should not support him, and 
that I did not wish to see J. President, and that I did 
not at this time mean to commit myself •to support 
either, but to wait until time made it necessary to de- 
termine. 

The book of Judges ought to be attentively read 
by every man in the U. S. to see the terrible effect 
on the Israelites for departing from the laws, which 
was their constitution, and so ou^ht the book of Sam- 
uel & Kings, indeed the whole bible contains great 
knowledge of the principles of Government. The 
rising generation forget the principles and max- 
ims of their forefathers, hence the destruction of free 
governments in every age, of what benefit was the 
law to the children of Israel when they departed from 
it, or what benefit is written constitutions if they be 
departed from; the wise maxims they may contain are 
useless, perhaps worse than useless, if not adhered to 
because honest people abide by them, and others do 
not. 

It is very probable, that that my letters now may 
contain nothing new, having so often written you on 
public affairs; but they afford me an opportunity of 
expressing, my earnest desire to be remembered to 
your kind family in the most friendly terms, and to 
assure you that I am 

Your friend 
Nath'l Macon. 

NOTES. • 

(1) Tucker, in his excellent history of the United States, 

says, '*His (Adams') administration was, from the beginning 

to the end, assailed by the most numerous and the strongest 

opposition that any administration had experienced. A ma- 
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jority of the House of Representa^tives and almost one^half of 
the Senate, were its open uncompromising opponents." Again, 
'*when Mr. Adams went into office, he was supported by a 
large minority of the nation; and after wielding the power 
and patronage of the Executive for four years with an able cab- 
inet to support and advise him, that minority was diminished 
instead of being increased," So it appears that Mr. Macon 
was mistaken. Some statesmen are of opinion that the gain- 
ing of one friend by an office alienates numbers, who are dis- 
appointed. 

(2) In regard to Adams, Tucker says, **In public appoint- 
ments the qualifications of the functionary were scrupulously 
looked into. No administration could have acted with more 
purity and uprightness." 

The prediction of Mr. Macon about Jackson's policy was 
abundantly verified. His wholesale removals were defended 
on the ground that he believed the officials had used their in- 
fluence against him. In his opinion no one could be anti- 
Jackson and honest. 

(3)There were, among other able men, William R. King, of 
Alabama, afterwards Vice President, Thomas Clayton, of 
Dalaware, John M. Berrien of Georgia, Richard M.»Johnson 
of Kentucky, afterwards Vice President, Thomas H. Benton 
of Missouri, Levi Woodbury of New Hampshire, Mahlon 
Dickerson of New Jersey, Martin Van Buren of New York, 
afterwards President, John Branch and Nathaniel Macon of 
North Carolina, Wm. Henry Harrison of Ohio, afterwards 
President, Robert Y. Hayne of South Carolina, John H. Ea- 
ton and Hugh L. White of Tennessee, John Randolph and 
Littleton Waller Tazewell, of Virginia. Daniel Webster was 
then in the House, entered the Senate in 1827. John C. Cal- 
houn was Vice President. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 16 Ap,il 1826. 
Sir 

Yesterday I received your letter of the 6-in- 
stant; I have before written you, my opinion of your 
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not accepting the oflfer to go to Peru, you acted as a 
Carolinian ought to have done; I was not pleased that 
the late Governor Miller(l), applied for the place to 
Guatimala, and consented to take so low a grade, 
though no one generally cares about the baubles of 
grade & ettiquette than I do; yet whenever substance 
is attached to them, nothing should be yielde'd; after 
being so long overlooked or forgot, a Carolinian 
should not take inferior stations in the federal gov- 
ernment, though I am satisfied there was from the 
state, more than 20 applicants for the place, which 
Col. John Williams of Tennessee now fills, and the 
place would have been quite enough for some of them, 
indeed it might have suited some of them, as well or 
better than they would have filled it. 

The administration might have got along probably 
tolerable well, had it been contented to have travelled 
a plain and known road. But the Panama trip(3), 
& the visit to the sky, & the attempt to make the 
constitutional way as wide as the world, has and 
will embarrass it; The men in it are not equal to the 
task of doing these things, Adams is learned and 
Clay has genius, but prudence and discretion are 
wanted, they never go on smoothly, & every trial to 
mend, is apt to make worse, until new hands are 
employed, who are contented with doing well, & will 
not give up well, to look for better. 

It seems me, that the two parties now contend- 
ing forpower have the same political principles. The 
contest IS whether A. or J. (4) shall be the next pres- 
ident. A. has made a bad beginning; unless he al- 
ters for the better, he will not I think get many 
votes to the south; though I mean not to decide 
between them, until it is time to think of voting. 

Congress agreed yesterday to adjourn on the 22 
of next month. 

Yov want a letter in detail, in. truth I know of 
no detail to be given here, which is not in every 
newspaper, so that I cannot give it, you must ap- 
ply to Saunders or Mangum(S) for it. I never go 
out, and of course hear none of the tales which may 
be circulated, among or by those who practice shy- 
hogging. 

Tender to Mrs. Yancey the best respects of 

Your friend, Nathl. Macon. 
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NOTES. 

(l)William Miller, Warren county, student of the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina, 1802. Attorney General of North 
Carolina, 1810. Speaker of the House of Commons 1812-1813. 
Governor 1814-1816. Charge d' Affaires to Guatemala 1825. 
Died 1825. 

(2) John Williams of Tennessee, brother of Lewis Williams 
(the father of the House). Lawyer. Colonel of a regiment 
of Kentucky cavaly in the war of 1812, afterwards of the 34 th 
U. S. Infantry. U. S. Senator 1815-'23. Charge d' Affaires 
to Central America 1825-26. Refused seat on the Supreme 
Court of Tennessee. Died 1827. Born in Surry county, 
North Carolina, 

(3) Adams claimed the right to send delegates to the Con- 
gress at Panama, with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate. The opposition contended that it was inexpe- 
dient. The '* visit to the sky" refers to the metaphor in 
the President's message which compares astronomical obser- 
vatories to light houses of the sky, as was heretofore stated. 
We must assume that Mr. Macon was thinking of the want of 
constitutional power to establish a national observatory, and 
that he was not joining in the usual sarcasm ^gainst the ut- 
terance as a false and extravagant figure of speech. 

(4)There was much speculation as to whether Jackson fa- 
vored a protective tariff and internal improvements by the 
general government. The Senate of Indiana asked him the 
question. He referred to a letter written four years before to 
Dr. L. H. Coleman, of North Carolina. This letter dodged 
the question, said he was in favor of a * 'judicious tariff." 
Mr. Macon was not satisfied with his position. 

(5)Willie Person Mangum, then Representative. The first 
name is pronounced Wi-ly. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington 24th Dec'r 1826. 
Sir 
Yesterday I received your letter of the 14 in- 
stant; no(l) two messages can be more unlike, as you 
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justly observe, than those of the present President, 
and both are much praised, but praise seems to be the 
order of the day, and like that on the State of the 
Union is the order for every day; The disposition to 
praise those in power, whether deserved or not, grows 
out of the paper(2) system which has been adopted 
by the States and the United States; The banks of 
the U. S. depend on the federal government for the 
circulation of its notes; and the banks of the several 
States depend in a great measure on the bank of the 
U. S. for a general circulation of theirs, for example 
the paper of a state bank, which the U. S. bank will 
take will be received hj the government of the U. S. 
Most if not all our evils originate in the paper sys- 
tems, and so does those of the unfortunate and hard 
working people of Great Britain, they feel now, what 
the people must feel, wherever the paper system is 
much extended, 

I most perfectly agjree with you, about the last ad- 
ministration, to repeat your sentiments would be use- 
less to you. I will however say or rather state it as 
my opinion that Mr* Crawford done more, to place 
Monroe in the presidential chair, than any other man; 
in his elevation ^11 the late aspirants for the presi- 
dency, and those who now look for it hereafter agreed. 

To a man indebted, a snug place is a good and con- 
venient sititotion, and in proportion as the people are 
in debt, so is the application for office, and the influ- 
ence of the executive is increased by every application. 

The death of Jefferson and Adams on the same day, 
will no doubt assist the present chief at the next elec- 
tion; his friends and those of his opponent are already 
very busy, and both parties claim to be sure of suc- 
cess. 

(3)Strike while the iron is hot, was never more com- 
pletely verified than in the trade to the British West 
Indies; it was in our power, by passing a law to meet 
the act of Parliament, but it was preferred to have 
it by treaty; The law was not passed, and negotia- 
tions failed. 

A great effort(4) will be made for the U. States 
Government to pay for French spoliations; if it suc- 
ceed, it will add the amount to the public debt. The 
desire to pay that debt is daily diminishing, notwith- 
standing the condition of England. 



THE CONGRESSIONAI. CAREER OF NATHANIEI. MACON 91 

The woolleii(S) manufacturers have, had a great 
meeting, at which it was determined to petition Con- 
gress for more encouragement. The growers of wool 
united with them. The burthens of the Government 
have and will continue to fall most heavy on the cul- 
tivators of cotton and tobacco; it is probable that in 
deciding whether more encouragement shall be given, 
the effect it may have on presidential election may be 
considered by the friends of the men in power, but on 
this point, many on both sides agree as to the encour- 
agement. 

If the revenue(6) should fall short of the estimate 
for 1827, new taxes will hardly be attempted but prob- 
ably a resort to loans will be had, which no doubt 
will add to the value of the U. S. B. stock. 

Crawford's(7) health is not good, I incline to think, 
that those of his friends who see him most often, 
doubt whether he will ever perfectly recover. Calhoun 
is well, and I expect very busy, but I know nothing 
of his movements or intentions except, that he is very 
hostile to the administration which I believe attack- 
ed him, or rather the news papers, which support it 
did, before those which support him, attacked the ad- 
ministration; I however do not often see the papers on 
either side, though I understand they are warm 
enough. 

My crop was not more than a third of an average 
one; most of my neighbors are not better off, on the 
low ground they were pretty good. 

(8)The friends of the bankrupt bill seem to be very 
certain of its becoming law this Session; if it should, 
it will add to the patronage of the executive, a bank- 
rupt law in operation systematizes cheating and per- 
jury, and often produces law suits in Equity that are 
almost endless. 

Your friend, 

Nath'i. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)President Adams grew stronger and stronger in favor of 
internal improvements by the federal government, and of 
protective tariffs. His followers and those of Clay united and 
took the name of National Republicans, afterwards changed to 
Whigs. 
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(2)By the * 'paper system" is meant the issue of bank notes. 
It was usual to ascribe the crisis of 1819 and that of 1825 to 
the abuses of banking. Besides the United States bank with 
its 18 branches, there were, in addition to those in other 
States, 23 banks in Virginia, North and South Carolina and 
Georgia in 1815. In 1818 there were 43 in Kentucky, 10 in 
Tennessee, 8 in Ohio. Notes were issued without limit. On 
April 1st, 1819, the United States Bank had $6,000,000 notes 
out and only $126,745 specie in the vaults and $514,000 in 
transitu. Counting the latter the notes were about ten times 
the specie, whereas safety requires not more than three times. 
The note circulation of the whole country was in 1812 about 
$45,000,000; in 1817, $100,000,000; in '19 $45,000,000. The great 
contraction from 1817 to 1819 was due to the banks curtail- 
ing discounts to save themselves. Thousands were ruined by 
the process. Mr. Macon's hostility seems justified as the man- 
agement then was. 

(3)Great Britain claimed a monopoly of the commerce of 
her colonies. The United States claimed mutual reciprocity. 
After the war of 1812 all direct trade in American vessels to 
the British West Indies was prohibited. This was modified 
to a considerable extent. Much correspondence between the 
two countries, and also retaliatory legislation, was had. Fin- 
ally it was proposed in Congress that the United States pass 
an interdict on British vessels, but with the proviso that if 
Great Britian recede from the restrictive policy, this country 
would do the same. Owing to petty differences between the 
Senate and the House the bill failed, possibly by the desire of 
Jackson and Crawford men to embarrass the Administration. 

(4)There was much spoliation of American commerce by 
the French prior to 1800, calculated to amount to $8,000,000. 
A select committee reported that the claims against France 
had been surrendered by the convention of 1800 with Napol- 
eon and hence the United States was bound to pay them. A 
bill for relief of the claimants was vetoed by Polk in 1846, 
and by Pierce in 1855. In 1885 they were referred to the 
Court of Claims. 
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(5)In 1827 a high tariff bill, called the * 'Woolen Bill," en- 
g-ineered by Clay, passed the House but was defeated in the 
Senate by the casting" vote of Vice-President Calhoun. A con- 
vention of protectionists was called at Harrisburg in that 
year, which recommended high protective duties. In 1828 
the bill passed, increasing duties so largely that Southern 
statesmen denounced it as * 'legalized robbery," "the tariff of 
abominations." 

(6)In his message in 1828 the President reported that the 
revenue had exceeded the most sanguine expectations. 

(7)In 1827 Crawford returned to Georgia, accepted the posi- 
tion of judge of the Northern Circuit, and died in 1834. 

(8) This Bankrupt bill failed. One was passed in 1841 and 
repealed in 1843. 

Letter from Nath, Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey, 

(l)Buck Spring 3 Novr 1827. 

Sir 

I have received your friendly letter of the 13 
ultimo & will endeavor to answer the questions there- 
in propounded in the order stated. I was taken sick 
on the 12 of May, & had not a well day, till about 
the first of August, much reduced and very weak, 
since which I have been gaining flesh & strength very 
slow and am now, though weak,as well as one of my 
age ought to expect to be. It was not in my power 
to attend the commencement (2) at Chapel Hill. I 
was too unwell to attempt it, and so informed the 
Governor, the University has my best wishes for its 
success and prosperity. 

I am truly glad, that Mr. Crawford's health & 
• writing continue to improve, & most earnestly hope 
that the day is not far distant, when both shall be 
perfectly restored, together with his speech, & that 
he may be again, what he has been, & be returned to 
the federal councils, but he ought be perfectly re- 
stored, before he goes into them, or he will risk much 
by §:oing. 

The national intelligencer (3) has entirely changed 
its character. The cause not known by me, unless it 
be the senate not electing the editor its printer, com- 
7 
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pare it now, to what it was, when it supported Mr. 
Crawford, & the early period at which it came out 
for Adams, & the late one for Crawford; perhaps the 
difference in character and time, may be owing* to 
those supported. The RegisterCS) follows the Intel- 
ligencer, as truly as the big wheel of a wagon follows 
the little one; neither the Intelligencer nor the Regis- 
ter are calculated for the interest of North Carolina, 
though they may suit Washington city, & the admin- 
tration. 

The politics of those people, called Republicans, 
begun to change under Madison. The bank of the 
United States, proves the fact, & that ought to be 
considered the beginning of what is termed the amal- 
gamation of parties. The Tariff of 1816 & the bill 
to appropriate the bonus for the bank for internal 
improvements completed it, you cannot have forgot, 
the many(4) mess disputes & conversations, on these 
subjects & that it was often said and often repeated, 
that if the constitution could be stretched to cover 
them, it would soon be extended to Africa. 

The late administration went far towards estab- 
lishing the construction & to extend the executive 
power. The attempt(S) to pledge the U. S. to the 
Spanish Americans, was a strong measure, & of a 
prerogative nature, & might have been the case, on 
which Adams bottomed his claim for power to send 
Ministers to Panama without a nomination to the 
the Senate. 

The U. S. Government must be gaining or loosing 
character very fast, when the candidates for the 
presidency, for so they may be properly called, are 
electioneering for the office, & the great executive 
officers making speeches every chance, to ensure if 
possible the election of their favorite, add to this. 
Governors and Judges of the states, forgetting their 
stations, turn clectioneerers probably a word not to be 
found in a dictionary. 

Let the executive patronage be increased and every 
president will appoint his successor, perhaps some 
may have already done it, increase it and it will be 
settled. Monroe (6) probably appointed Adams Sec- 
retary of state, because he had been of all parties, 
was a New England man, & was the oldest minister 
to foreign courts. 
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The administration will make g^eat exertions for 
the next election, especiallj' in Pennsylvania & Vir- 
ginia, the late election in Kentucky, will no doubt in- 
crease its industry. 

The bank of the U. S. and internal improvement 
have changed the constitution or rather made a new 
one continuing the old form. I mean the laws passed 
on these subjects — Neither Adams nor Jackson would 
be my choice for the next president, but of the two I 
greatly prefer Jackson, because he cannot I think do 
worse for us(7), nor select his secretaries, for the same 
reason, that Adams selected his, according to com- 
mon report. 

The Bank was the foundation of the Tariff of 1816, 
because if trade declined, the 35,000,000 capital could 
not be safely employed in it, so it was of the internal 
improvement plan. Let the U. S. Government be 
concerned in improvements, & the banks will supply 
not money, but its notes — to any amount, by loan to 
the U, S.— 

Who is wise enough, to manage well and honestly 
the concerns of a people, who are much in' debt, the 
federal & the state governments, have set up two 
gaming shops, and the people have gambled and lost, 
but the Governments have not won much, these shops 
are the banks & lotteries, to which might be added 
the funding systems, because there is a vast deal of 
gaming, in the funds as well as in bank stock & dis- 
counts — whatever enables the cunning, to live on 
the labor of others, is an evil, I cannot come to see 
you & your family this year; my going to Washing- 
ton will depend on the state of my health; God bless 
you & all that are near or dear to you — is the sincere 
wish of 

Nathl. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)Buck Spring was the name of Mr. Macon's plantation, 
about 2,000 acres. It is now cut up into small holdings. Mr. 
Macon's dwelling is occupied by negroes. After giving two- 
thirds of his property to his daughters, he died worth about 
$30,000. 

(2)Mr. Macon was from 1826 to 1828 a Trustee of the Univer- 
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sity of North Carolina. Finding that he could not attend to 
his duties as such, he resigned. The Commencement of 1827, 
held on the first Monday in June, was very notable as being 
the occasion of the delivery by ex- Judge Archibald Debow 
Murphey, who had been Professor of Languages in the insti- 
tution and a pioneer in the advocacy of the State Public School 
system, of the first of the annual literary orations by invita- 
tion of the Dialectic and Philanthropic Societies. This ora- 
tion is a valuable contribution to State history. Judge Mur- 
phey was a Trustee of the University from 1802 to his death in 
1832. 

(3)The National Intelligencer, a tri-weekly, was established 
in Washington in 1800 as a Jeffersonian organ by Samuel H. 
Smith. In 1810 Joseph Gales, Jr., son of Joseph Gales, of the 
Raleigh (North Carolina) Register, became one of the editors. 
In 1812 he was joined by William W. Seaton, the son-in-law 
of the latter. The journal supported the Republican party, 
but in the new, division of parties became- first National Re- 
publican and then Whig. It had great influence. 

(4)By "mess disputes", etc., I think Mr. Macon means those 
at dinners and other social occasions. 

(5) Mr. Macon means the * 'Monroe doctrine." Many con- 
tended that it was **not within the legitimate powers of the 
Executive to speak in behalf of a policy which might, lead to 
war, which Congress alone had the power of declaring." But 
the nation approved it. 

(6)John Quincy Adams was a Federalist until he left that 
party because he favored Jefferson's Embargo. He then acted 
with the Republicans. 

(7)Adams appointed Henry Clay Secretary of State, his ene- 
mies charging that this was in pursuance of a corrupt bargain 
by which Clay's friends supported Adams iu the House of 
Representatives. He also appointed Richard Rush, of Penn- 
sylvania, Secretary of the Treasury, and James Barbour, of 
Virginia, Secretary of War. It was charged that these ap- 
pointments were made in order to get the favor of those two 
great States. He retained Samuel L. Southard, of New Jer- 
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sey, as Secretary of the Navy, and William Wirt, of Virginia, 
afterwards of Maryland, as Attorney General. The Post- 
master General was not a member of the Cabinet until 1829. 
John McLean, of Ohio, was retained in that post. There was 
no Secretary of the Interior until 1849, nor of Agriculture 
until 1889. 

Letter from Nathamet Macon to Mr. Bartlett Tancey, 

Washington 30 Deer 1827 
Sir 

Yesterday your letter of the 24 instant was re- 
ceived: No information from Europe has reached 
this place, which will enable me to answer the ques- 
tion you therein propose, in a satisfactory manner. 
The destruction of the Turkish fleet(l) by the allies, 
has not that I have heard produced a single specula- 
tion in our produce & the merchants are generally 
well informed, in whatever may tend to promote their 
interests(2). if the war between the allies -& Turks 
should last a few years, it may possibly raise the 
price of some articles, that we grow for exportation, 
most likely that of wheat, because the Turk might 
for a while, prevent its exportation from the black 
sea. 

The Turk at war with the allies, would not have 
a navy to cruise on the sea, of course the war could 
not raise the price of freight on insurance(3); The war 
between the Russians and Persians is not felt in the 
United States nor is it expected, that, that between 
the allies & the Turk would be felt much more; if 
any of the christian powers should support the Turk, 
it might have then some effect on our productions 
but without this, it cannot I think, be much felt in 
the U. S. 

On my arrival here, I heard much from both the 
presidential parties about a short session(4), but the 
, doings of neither do not seem to promise one; The 
friends of Jackson appear quite certain of his election 
and the friends of Adams say that they are not with- 
out hopes, that he will be again elected; The passing 
of a new Tariff act may in some measure probably 
depend on the effect, which the warm friends of the 



98 JAMES SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 

two candidates for the presidency, may expect it will 
have on the election. Judging from the opinions of 
the state Legislature as declared in the newspapers, 
Jackson has now the best prospect for being elected, 
but it is not an easy task to beat patronage, that in 
all countries is power, & will in all countries be used 
to retain power, it is the smoothest way of employing 
public money, to promote the views of those who use 
it. He that uses it and he that receives it, both de- 
clare it done to promote the general interest. 

Yr. friend 

Nath'l Macon. 
P. S. 

Just as I had finished the letter, a Gentleman called 
on me, & said, that he was informed that Mr. Clay 
had written a pamphlet(5), & that it was this day 
sent by mail in all directions, I give it to you as I re- 
ceived it; I may add, that a report has been in circu- 
lation for a few days past, that he was writing a 
pamphlet, to justify his conduct about the election of 
President. 

KM. 

NOTES. 

(l)In Navarino Bay, October 20, 1827. 

(2)The English and French, after the Turkish commander, 
Ibrahim, evacuated Morea, did not continue hostilities. Rus- 
sian troops crossed the ^aUcans, and in 1829 forced Turkey to 
agpree to the Peace of Adrianople, by whicn that nation rec- 
ognized the future action of the ''London Conference" which 
announced in 1830 the Independence of Greece. 

(3)This war was of short continuance. It ended by the 
capture of Erivan by the Russians in 1827. 

(4)The session ended May 28, 1828. 

(S)Mr, Clay's pamphlet was published in the summer of 
1827. It contained th^ testimony in his favor of nearly all of 
the Ohio delegation and most of those of Kentucky, of Gen. 
LaFayette, of two friends of Jackson, Crittenden and Benton, 
and others. The three named stated that he declared before- 
hand that if the contest should lie between Adams and Jack- 
son he would vote fot Adams. 
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Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett lancey. 

Washing-ton 16 Peby 1828. 
Sir 

My health is now tolerable good, but not what it 
formerly was a few years past; unless it should im- 
prove before next winter, I incline to think, that it 
would be imprudent to attempt to attend another ses- 
sion of Congress, to be here and not able to discharge 
the trust reposed in me, in a way satisfactory to my- 
self, would be disagreeable and unpleasant and not 
treating- the people or the Legislature with the kind- 
ness, which both have treated me. theirs (1) to me has 
far surpassed any merit, that I could pretend to pos- 
sess, it has rarely been equalled by any state in the 
union, & demands of me to serve as long- as I am able, 
to continue longer would be an ungrateful return for 
their confidence. 

The whole plan of legfislation here seems to be to 
pass claims not authorized by law & to pass acts(2) 
the operation of which is nothing more or less, than 
to g-ive the profits of the labor of one part of the 
union to other parts, hence the poverty of the one and 
the wealth of the others, & this unequal and unjust 
state of things, will continue as long as this sort of 
legislation continues; The taxes may be perfectly 
equal according to law, and become unjust & oppres- 
sive by the expenditure, where they are spent riches 
will abound, & where they are not spent, poverty will 
be seen. You cannot have forgot, the many disputes 
on this subject, when you was here, about the time, 
that it was a fashionable & favorite expression to 
conquer(3) Space, forgetting that great conquest, 
generally produced poverty, & a greater than this 
was never thought of before or since; The power of 
science was omnipotent, it could do everything, & it 
was reserved for the U. S. to have the glory of doing 
the one and proving the other. About this time or 
not long after RedheflFer(4) «& his perpetual motion 
appeared, mill seats and steam engines would be use- 
less, nay one was anxious to sell a valuable mill be- 
cause Redheffer's invention, would render it useless. 
The end of these sort of notions, are ruin; science to 
be useful, must be used by common sense, which is 
always practical. 
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The constitution of the U. S. I have long consid- 
ered dead, & gone; and the present scuffle for the 
presidency I consider rather a scuffle for men than 
principle; but this ought not to prevent trying to get 
one that we prefer, hence I go for Jackson. 

Remember me in the most friendly manner to Mrs. 
Yancey & your children & believe me to be 
Your old and constant friend 

Nath'l. Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)The favor of the people was shown by giving him five 
terms in the State Senate by annual electiens, beginning with 
1780, but not including l783-'4, by making him a Representa- 
tive in Congress, 1791-1815, generally without opposition; 
Senator 1815-'28, when he resigned, being thirty-seven years 
of continuous service in Congress. He was Speaker of the 
House of Representatives of the United States 1801-'06, and 
President pro tempore of the Senate in 1825, 1826 and 1827. 
He was afterwards President of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion of North Carolina in 1835 and presided over the College 
of Electors of the Van Buren and Johnson ticket in 1837. 
These facts are given by Mr. Wilson, but repeated for conve- 
nience of reference. 

Mr. Macon's brother John was also a highlv esteemed pub- 
lic servant. He was State Senator six terms and member of 
the lower House six terms. He was one of the charter Trus- 
tees of the State University and one of the Commissioners to 
build the first Capitol, then called State-house. 

Letter from NathH Macon to Mr. Bartlett lancey. 

Washington 18 Feb'y 1828. 
Sir 

Permit me to submit to you, the following 
facts and observations, did I expect to see you in any 
short time, or was I certain of ever doing it again, 
I would not plague you to read them. 

The Southern country begins on the south bank of 
James River, The eastsrn parts of the states, south 
of that river, are flat, level, low, unhealthy, & and 
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full of swamps, The swamps and the low gprounds of 
the rivers rich, the first requires great expense, to 
g-et them in order for cultivation. The other subject 
to freshets, both until cleared have a variety of valua- 
ble timber, no natural waterfall in the country above 
mentioned. 

The mountain rivers South of the James, have no 
g-ood inlet or outlet to or from the sea, all turn nar- 
row below the falls, and are sickly at the falls, and 
below them to their mouths, from the falls to their 
mouths or near them, only boat navigfation, and that 
not at all seasons of the year, the low grounds are 
like swamps. 

The tide doe's not flow far up them, nor near to the 
falls. The country except the swamps & river land 
too poor to contain a dense population, and too sickly 
for. large establishments of any kind; mechanics who 
depend on their labor find that the loss of time & 
the doctors bills prevents their staying there & 
gaining property, hence a scarcity of them in most of 
the towns south of the James river. 

The Appomattox & to north of it, the mountain 
rivers are navigable to the falls or very near them for 
sea vessels, the tide in them flows to the falls, proba- 
bly in every one of them & at the falls are vastly 
more healthy than the same situations on the South- 
em rivers. 

These are offered for your consideration as far as 
they may touch, establishing lar^e manufacturing 
houses in the two parts of the Union, in examining 
the subject you will doubtless consider every advan- 
tage & disadvantage, attending both parts of the 
country, as well as every risk which must attend 
both. 

This question must present itself, is it probable 
that a country, far removed from navig-ation, with 
no particular advantag-e, can compete with with one 
convenient to navigation, with only equal advan- 
tages; The profit of good land in the two places, is 
proportion to its distance from market, people some- 
times suppose, that what is beneficial to one place, 
may be to all, hence improper plans are attempted, 
by applying what suits one country, to another not 
suited to them, Irish potatoes makes a tolerable and 
only tolerable food in one country, and very bad in 
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another, so with the sweet potatoes, no country pro- 
duces everything-, which civilized man covets nor are 
all countries, nor are all situations in the same coun- 
try, calculated for the same employment. The mills 
at a distance from the market towns for manufactur- 
ing flour, have not been able to compete with those 
at such towns, for exportation, above the flat country, 
and some part of that, the States produce as good 
wheat as any in the union but the weavel and other 
insects, render it an unfavorable crop; The rich low 
grounds below the falls of the rivers, are rich enough 
for tobacco, but experience, has convinced all those 
who have tried it, that it does not suit the land. 

General Harrison (1) told me, that he had sent a 
parcel of the best merino sheep wool to Boston, and . 
that he only got 25 cents a pound for it. 

The Southern country is nearly ruined; they must 
save themselves, by not buying, what is not obliged 
to be bought, do as they did in the war of the revo- 
lution. 

No long leaf pine North of the James River 
nor live oak north of new point comfort, the long leaf 
pine and live oak, are the boundaries of the South. 

I ought to have stated that the river hills on James 
on the south side are higher than on the north, for 
some distance below the falls, but it is the country 
generally I have been speaking about, I therefore 
consider Petersburg the last Southern place, where 
large manufacturing establishments can be ever prof- 
itable; Everything in the U. S. goes on at first with 
a sort of rage; remember the marino Bone fever, (2) 
the town making fever, &c., &c. 

This letter is only intended for yourself, South of 
Petersburg, small and neighborhood manufactories 
may be established, if the Tariff System be continued 
and may be profitable for neighborhood eonsumption, 
but not for exportation. 

Steam engines may be used anywhere, for manu- 
facturing, but the country ought to be healthy, The 
streams for manufacturing ought to afford a plenty of 
water for all seasons of the year, even for the driest 
weather. 

The paper systems ^ operates injuriously to all the 
Southern country. The facts connected with this 
have been stated in a former letter, perhaps the 
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southern country, migfht be extended to Rappahan- 
nock river, below the falls at Fredericksburg-, for be- 
low them, it is much like it, sandy & gfenerally level 
and not very heal hy, but more so, than that south of 
James. 

It may be added, that the country south of James 
River and its waters, cannot be a navig-ating- one, 
want of inlets deep enough for large vessels, the dan- 
ger of the coast and want of people to make mechan- 
ics and sailors, and its being sickly will prevent it, 
the towns in that part of the union near the sea, have 
not grown much since the adoption of the federal con- 
stitution, this fact may be ascertained by the census, 
& it maj be doubted whether in them, bears the same 
proportion to the towns in other parts, it then did; 
new towns like Savannah may grow for a season; 
they are places of deposits and exchange. 

After reading this (4), burn it. 

To Mrs. Yancey & your family offer my regard and 
esteem 

Yr friend 

Nath'i, Macon. 

NOTES. 

(l)General William Henry Harrison, afterwards President 
of the United States. He was Governor of the Indian Terri- 
tory 1801-13; Representative in Congress 1816~'19; Senator 
1825'-28; Minister to Columbia 1828-'29. He lived on his 
farm at North Bend, Ohio, sixteen miles below Cincinnati. 
As Major General of volunteers he gained the battle of Tip- 
pecatioe in 1811 and that of Thames in 1813. He was defeat- 
ed for the Presidency in 1836 but elected in 1840 by a vote of 
234 to 60 in the electoral college. 

(2)By the expression * 'merino bone," I think Mr. Macon in- 
tends to ridicule the admirers of Merino sheep, who claimed 
that their food made bones and wool instead of fat. 

(3)By paper system he means bank notes, as heretofore ex- 
plained. Benton acquired the nickname of '*01d Bullion" by 
similar hostility to paper. 

(4)Mr. Yancey lived in the interior, and, as there was little 
communication between east and west, Mr. Macon naturally 
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thoug-ht that his attention had not been called fully to the 
geographical differences mentioned in the letter. It is not at 
all to his discredit that in 1828 the latter could not foresee 
the changes in the commercial and manufacturing world caused 
by the steel road and the locomotive engine. Although he 
requested Mr. Yancey to burn the letter, I do not hesitate to 
publish it because, firstly, Mr. Yancey thought best not to 
comply with the request but placed it in the package with 
the others; and secondly, the publication cannot possibly im- 
pair the reputation of Mr. Macon or any one else. 

The following letter was received too late for publication 
in chronological order. The original is owned by Mrs. Baxter 
H. Moore, grand-daughter of Major Smith and was copied by 
Bishop Joseph B. Cheshire: 

Letter from Nathamel Macon to Major Wm. Smithy 
U, S, Senator from South Carolina, 

Buck Spring, 22 June 1800 
Sir 

During the last session of Congress I enclos- 
ed you Cooper's Essays(l) and the proceedings of the 
Virginia Assembly(2) in defence of their former res- 
olutions on the Sedition Law, &c., although I have 
not heard whether they did and that you were pleas- 
ed with both. 

At present with us, the attention of every one i^ 
turned to the election of electors(3) and this part of 
the State is very decided in favor of Mr. Jefferson 
for President and Col. Burr for Vice President. If 
South Carolina votes Republicans they will I think 
certainly be elected. Much in the next Presidential 
election depend on the two Carolinas, and it appears 
to me next to impossible that the citizens of either 
State should err in their choice, if they can but 
see the arguments and reasons on both sides of the 
questions, which have divided the parties in the U. S. 
Whether every part of North Carolina has had this 
information is not certain, however, I hope and ex- 
pect that at least two-thirds has, and that the votes 
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for Presidetit(3) will be at least two for one. My anx- 
iety to hear how the vote in South Carolina is likely 
to be has induced me to ask your opinion of it, and to 
request you to favor me with it by post. 

If the Republicans in every part of N. C. make prop- 
er exertions at the elections, and not stay at home in- ' 
stead of voting, it is not improbable but the vote of 
State will be the same as at the last election, except 
that your Gen'l Chas C. Pinckney(4) will not get 
more votes than Mr. Adams. If S. C. shall vote for 
the Republicans, eight votes from us will be suffi- 
cient according to most calculations to insure their 
elections and of that number I believe there is no 
doubt. 

I am with perfect respect and esteem, sir 
Y'r most ob't Servt. 

Nath'l Macon. 

N. B. Direct to me at Warrenton, it is the nearest 
post town. 

N. M. 

NOTES. 

(l)Essays on Political Subjects, published in book form in 
1800, having previously appeared in a Philadelphia paper, 
by Dr. Thomas Cooper. Cooper was a man of varied fortunes 
and learning in many directions. He left England on ac- 
count of an attack on the Ministry, and in this country was at 
various times a physician, a lawyer, judge in Pennsylvania, 
professor of chemistry in Dickenson College, the University 
of Pennsylvania, and of chemistry and political economy in 
South Carolina College in Columbia, then was President of 
that college. He was the author among other works, of a 
treatise on Political Economy, and was one of the codifiers of 
the laws of South Carolina. He was prosecuted under the 
Sedition Law for a libel on President Adams and was sen- 
tenced to imprisonment for six months and a fine of $400. 
In religion he was a free thinker. 

(2)The Resolutions of 1798 againt the Alien and Sedition 
Laws were sent to the several States and their concurrence 
asked. Indiana, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, 
Connecticut, New Hampshire and Vermont answered, 
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strong-ly opposing them as advocating- nullification. North 
Carolina declined to take action. In 1800 Virg-inia declared 
that the Resolutions of 1798 were intended only to unite the 
States in procuring a repeal of the unconstitutional acts of 
Corigress. 

(3)Jefferson and Burr received 73 electoral votes each, Ad- 
ams 65, C, C. Pinckney 64, and Jay 1. Jefferson was elected 
in the House after a struggle. North Carolina gave him 8 
electoral votes out of 13 and supported Jefferson in the House. 
The State then voted by districts. 

(4) Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Major in the Revolution- 
ary War; member of the Constitutional Convention of 1787; 
Minister to France, 1796, but the Directory refused to receive 
him; Major General for the expected French war; Federalist 
candidate for Vice President, 1800, and for President in 1804 
and 1808. 

Letter{X)pom W. P. Mangum to Mr. Bartlett Tancey. 

Washington ISth January 1826. 
My dear Sir: 

Your favor written while you were at Raleigh has 
been long since received; and I should have acknowl- 
edged it before this, but that I had hoped something 
would have presented that might be of some interest. 
The session thus far has gone on smoothly with very 
slight exceptions; and nothing has occurred upon 
which the strength of parties has been arrayed so that 
the strength of any might be distinctly known. 

The Creek treaty(2) seemed to excite most interest 
upon the meeting of Congpress — but the final develop- 
ments have been unaccountably delayed; and the 
public interest on that subject seems at this moment 
to have subsided. — ^It is believed that the administra- 
tion are unwilling to drive that subject to extremity, 
if it can be consistently avoided. — ^The Hostiles as 
they are called and the Mcintosh party are each rep- 
resented at Washington by a delegation of IS or more 
of either side, — Before Christmas the administration 
proposed to the Geo. delegation an extinguishment 
of the indian title by a new treaty to a river in the 
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nation the name of which I don't remember, leaving 
to the Indians perhaps one-fourth of the whole of the 
lands they now possess. — The Geo. delegation de- 
clined the offer, upon the ground that they were in- 
vested with no authority to make any compromise; 
and upon the additional ground that the former 
treaty, as they insisted, was good and obligatory. 
The delegation were then notified that the President 
would send a message to Congress on the subject in 
the first week in January..— This however has not 
been done — nor are the members at Dawson's, Cobb(3) 
and Mertriweather, able to account for the delay, ex- 
cept upon the supposition that they are endeavoring 
to negotiate a new treaty, so as to avoid the ex- 
citement anticipated upon the discussion. — 

Some of the Georgians(4) — Tatnall, for instance — is 
prepared and I believe determined to drive to extrem- 
ities any affair of honor that could be got up on the 
occasion. — During the last week we have been dis- 
cussing(5) a bill of proposing to add three new Judges 
to the present Supreme Court, and the whole weight 
of administration is thrown into the scale in favor of 
the Bill — Though for 6 or 8 ye^rs the bill of a simi- 
lar character, though not going to the extent of this, 
has had no prospect of success — But now by the aid 
of the eastern people I doubt not but it will pass by a 
large majority. 

That subject is the only one that has called up any 
disagreeable retrospections — and I have been the 
unfortunate wight first to broach those subjects. 

I felt so indignant at the miserably corrupted policy 
as I believe it of the Yankee nation that I could not 
refrain from giving them a touch — I expett to be 
scaled — but I will come out of it as well as I can. — 
Sir, This administration I verily believe will be con- 
ducted upon as corrupt principles, indeed more cor- 
rupt, than any that has preceded it. — ^Bargaining 
and compromise will be the order of the day. — ^I came 
here hoping that I might be able to. lend to it a frank 
support — The Crawford party will have to stand 
aloof, thej will not be able I fear to support this ad- 
ministration; and the alternative as yet presented — 
is perhaps still more objectionable. — I mean to stand 
aloof from all political connection having relation to 
the next presidency — and support or oppose, accord- 
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ing" as my best judg-ment may dictate in each partic- 
ular case. — The proposed constitutional amendments 
will probably occupy much time — and upon one point 
I have not made up my mind. I should be oblig-ed to 
you for your views on that point. — I am in favor of 
uniformity in electing electors, and would as at pres- 
ent advised prefer the district system. — ^But as re- 
gards taking the election, in the event the people fail 
to give a majority to one candidate, from the House 
of Reps. — is the point upon which I have great and 
serious doubts. 

In the first place, it will not do in my opinion to let 
a plurality elect — for the govt would not be able to 
get along with a majority against it. — If then the 
point has to be settled by some tribunal — cannot the 
judgt and discretion of the H. of Rs. be more relied 
upon than the electoral colleges. — For in either case 
a compromise would have to be made and which body 
is most to be relied upon? — ^Again, I think it desir- 
able to retain Federal features of the constitution un- 
defaced — and resist the tendencies to consolidation. 
The equality of reps in the senate is the strong" and 
strongest Federal feature — another is the equality of 
the sovereignties in the election of Prest in the event of 
failure by the people. — Abolish that, and is it not an 
approach towards consolidation ? 

I know that the public sentiment is at this time in 
favor of destroying that feature — But temporary re- 
sentments resulting from disappointment in a favorite 
object, ought not to prevail in making great funda- 
mental changes, and the Representative is not worth 
a fig who in such a case does otherwise than as he 
thinks right. 

I take it that the destinies of No. Carolina(6) will 
cast her lot with the small states — though in popula- 
tion and territory she is such as to give expectations 
of better things — ^yet her exclusion from commercial 
importance, will contribute powerfully to give her an 
interest in common with, tho' not the smallest, yet 
with the smaller states. — She has no political views 
to gratify — her interest is that things should go on 
calmly and smoothly — should she not therefore en- 
deavor to preserve and keep up the weight and im- 
portsince or the smaller states? I should like to have 
your views on this subject. — Our members(7) here as 
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far as I now, are in favor of the change. I am the 
only one perhaps opposed to it or doubting- about it 
in this H. of Reps. 

The present Cong"ress(8) will be administration. — 
**The powers that be" have been gaining* strength I 
should imagine. — Our friend Lewis Williams (9) goes 
in deep enough. — The thought, you know, of Gen. 
Jackson is to him gall and bitterness — and I fear that 
sentiment may serve him too far, — As regards Gen. 
Jackson(lO), I am sure he has made his best race and 
that the * 'powers that be" have little to apprehend 
from that quarter. — Lewis however is no half way 
man — ^he is agt. Jackson, and therefore permits him- 
self when there is not necessity for it, to be for 
Adams. — For it is clear that this admn. has but few 
sentiments or leading political subjects in common 
with him. — The other day when I had made a feeble 
set at the new Judiciary bill Lewis made a long 
speech, and at every step spoke at me. — It was all 
done however with good feelings — and as he said in 
self defence. 

Judging from what 1 can learn here, I presume that 
Mr. Adams will be reelected easily — unless some 
northern man shall come, who can carry the south — 
and whether Clin ton(ll) could or ought \o do so, must 
depend upon further developments. 

Our ola friend Mr. Macon has been in worse health 
this winter than I ever knew him to be. — He has had 
very violently, and still has with diminished violence, 
the influenza(12), which has prevailed here with un- 
usual severity. I believe the old gentleman some- 
times thinks seriously of quitting. — He has not re- 
covered I think from the shock produced by the death 
of his daughter. — Mr. Clay (13) has been in very bad 
health, he is better however — and has resumed his 
old tricks of wezwogm^ occasionally. 

My confidence in him has been a good deal im- 
paired by a circumstance, which I will mention to 
you in confidence, — He expects that his course in re- 
lation to the presidential election will be severely 
handled in the discussion of the proposed amendments 
of the constitution. — Gen, Vance(14) of Ohio, with 
whom I have been upon terms of great intimacy since 
our first acquaintance, told me some time ago, that in 
the event any reflexion should be cast upon their 

8 
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party in the debate — they had determined t6 ptdpose 
another amendment — to-wit, that the weight 3-5 of 
our slaves shd. be no longer operative in that elec- 
tion — indeed to abolish that feature of compromise. 
He further informed me that he "viz.^ fxedupon to pro- 
pose it — he held the conversation with me to prepare 
my mind for it, that I might not be taken with Sur- 
prize. Now from the known confidence existing be- 
tween Clay and Vance — I can not doubt (tho' not so 
informed) that Clay was at the bottom of it. — Indeed 
he is the only man amongst them of boldness enough 
to go that length and touch that delicate subject. — 
Now sir any southern man, who is capable of touch- 
ing that subject in that manner, and at a moment 
when there is so much known feeling upon the sub- 
ject to the north ought to be — and is reckless of 
everything to gratify a bad ambition. — Indeed Clay 
perceives that he has but little to expect from the 
South — and by a movement of this kind he may effec- 
tually secure the north. — Pennsylvania perhaps inclu- 
sive, — For it is clear that the Jackson fever has abated 
very much with many of that delegation. — That com- 
munication produced great effect upon my mind, and 
accounts in some degree for the raps I gave them the 
other day. 

Mrs. Adams(lS) gives splendid levees — and John II 
is quite republican in his manners. — Mr. Calhoun(16) 
gives his dinner parties. — I had the honor of being 
Noticed by him quite early. — and what do you think 
he said to me when leaving him. — holding my hand 
*'Mangum, Mangum, do — do sir, call and see me fre- 
quently and spend some of your evenings with us — 
without ceremony^— come sir. We shall always be 
glad to see you, and bring any friend with you." — 
Ah Sir! he knows a thing or two. — It is in that way 
he sweeps the young fellows. 

He is a great friend to the North State(l7), as Mr. 
Macon calls it. Haven't you seen how some one of his 
friends (18) Hayne, it is believed, has taken his pen 
to defend Mr. Galhoun and laud Mr. Macon? — He is 
in the Senate every day, talks a great deal about (19) 

? laying off the national debt immediately. — I should 
ike to know whether a reduction of the expenses of 
the army establishment and the consequent reduction 
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q{ the patronage of that department would be a§ bitt^ 
a, pill to him now as formerly. 

He (20) may be considered as entered for the suc- 
cess stake if not at the next' races, certainly at the 
second. 

It would make you laugh heartily to hear Gov. (21) 
3arbour speak of the labors of his department. You 
know him I believe. — You know he is a man of words 
but not a business man. 

He says he sits down to make estimates on the sub 
ject of some fortification — ^he scarcely gets under way 
before he is applied to and urged about a pension — 
and every pension case is a suit in equity — he hardly 
begins before some would-be cadet is introduced and 
breaks off the train of his reflections — he returns to 
the subject again and before he can collect his 
thoughts some damned dispute about brevet rank is 
eub^itted to him, abput which he knows nothing — 
and h,e hardly gets under way in examining the . 
usages of the Govt, before some of the TusUmaggee^ 
(title of Indian chiefs) are thrust upon him and before 
he can get his maps and '*count the broken sticks" 
some damned fellow turns him somerset into a canal — 
and after the day spent in these perplexities next 
morning he begins again, without having advanced a 
step upon any one subject. 

His account of his perplexities are truly ludicrous — 
but he says a purchaser with notice ought not to com- 
plain, 

Mr. Gailliard(22) has been very and dangerously ill. 
He is recovering I hope. 

Mr. Randolph(23) seems very much gratified with 
his election to the Senate, and will I expect become 
for a while an industrious member of that body. 

I have I believe sufl&ciently tested your patience. It 
being Sunday night and having little else to do — I 
have indulged the cacoethes sufficiently. 

I shall let you hear from me occasionally and hope 
you will reciprocate. 

Accept assurances of my regard 

Willie P. Mangum, 

Bartlett Yancey, Esq. 

NOTES. 

<l>Willie Person Mangum was born in Orange county, North 
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Carolina, in 1792; graduated at the University of North Caro- 
lina in 1815; became a lawyer; judge of the Superior Court 
1819-'23; Representative in Congress 1823-'26; judge of the 
Superior Court again 1826 and 1828-'30; U. S. Senator 1831- 
'37, 1841.'S3; died September 14th, 1861, on learning that his 
only son, William Preston, was killed at the first battle of 
Manassas. He was noted as a stump orator. He was Presi- 
dent /r^ tempore of the Senate 1841-'45. In 1836 South Caro- 
lina voted for him for the Presidency, 

(2)The treaty with the Creeks here mentioned was ratified 
January 24th, 1826, by a vote of 30 to 7. The Creeks ceded 
their lands in Georgia to the United States for $217,600 and a 
perpetual annuity of $20,000. The followers of Mcintosh 
were to emigrate and to receive $100,000 if they numbered 3,- 
000; if not, proportionally, and to be paid for their improve- 
ments. Georgia objected to the treaty, being satisfied with 
that of Indian Springs heretofore mentioned. 

In 1802 Georgia ceded to the United States her claim west 
of a certain line, the latter stipulating to extinguish the In- 
dian title '*as soon as it could be done peaceably and on rea- 
sonable terms." In pursuance of this compact the United 
States bought nearly 15,000,000 acres, the original area 
being about 20,000,000 acres. Georgia contended that 
the compact had been broken as to the lands not bought, 
and also as to those of the Cherokees, that the United 
States connived at the Indians becoming permanent settlers 
to the great obstruction of her development. Her ofi&cers used 
very threatening language and afterwards defied the author- 
ity of the General Government. President Adams behaved 
with much moderation. It is now generally admitted that 
Georgia had cause of complaint, but many think that her of- 
ficers were unnecessarily insulting and defiant. 

(3)Dawson's was a boarding house in Washington. 

Thomas W. Cobb was a Representative 1817-'21; Senator 
1824-'28; afterwards a Judge in Georgia. 

James Meriwether, Representative 182S-'27. 

(4)Edward F. Tatnall of Savannah. Representative 1821-'27, 
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(5) The bill did not pass. Two judges were added in 1837, 

(6)North Carolina, as regards population, was 3d in 1790; 
4th in 1800, 1810 and 1820; 5th in 1830; 7th in 1840; 10th in 
1850; 12th in 1860; 14th in 1870; l5th in 1880; 13th in 1890: 
15th in 1900. Her rank in wealth is much lower. 

(7)BesidesMangTim, the members were Willis Alston, Dan- 
iel L. Barringer, John H. Bryan, Samuel P. Carson, Henry W. 
Conner, Weldon N. Edwards, Richard Hines, Gabriel Holmes, 
John Long, Archibald McNeill, Romulus M. Saunders, 
Lemuel Sawyer, Lewis Williams. Daniel L. Barringer was 
uncle of Daniel M. Barringer, afterwards a Representative and 
Minister to Spain. 

(8)This was true as to the Senate but not the House. The 
friends of Crawford, Jackson and Calhoun united in fierce op- 
position and thwarted Adams' recommendations as a rule. It 
is true the House voted to pay the envoys to the Panama Con- 
gress, but delayed the measure so long that the Congress ad- 
journed before their arrival. 

(9) Lewis Williams was a native of Surry county. North 
Carolina; born in 1782, graduated at the University of North 
Carolina, was a Representative from 1815 to 1842 continuously, 
and was known as the * 'Father of tbe House." 

(lO)The false prophets of the present day can take comfort 
from this prediction. 

(ll)DeWitt Clinton, of New York; United States Senator 
1802-'03; Governor of New York; Mayor of New York City; 
ardent promoter of the Erie and Champlain canals. In 1812 
he was the candidate of the Federalists and New York Demo- 
crats for the Presidency and received 89 electoral votes. He 
died in 1828; was nephew of George Clinton, who was General 
in the Revolution, Governor of New York, and Vice-President 
under Jefferson and Madison. 

(12)Now called grippe, or grip. 

(13)Clay had ai)eculiar power of influencing members. It 
is stated that his manner of offering a pinch of snuff was^ espe- 
cially seductive. Like Mirabeau, he had the ^'dangerous art 
of faoailiarity", and was on occasion denunciatory. 
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(14)Joseph Vance, of Ohio; Representative 1823-'3S and 
1843-'47; Governor of Ohio, 1836. 

Many amendments to the Constitution had been offered, 
looking to the election of the President by the people, because 
under the existing mode the will of the majority of the people 
had been defeated by the choice of Adams by the House of 
Representatives. There was no agreement, however, as to 
the mode of reconciling the interests of the small and large 
states. 

An amendment, requiring the concurrence of seven justices 
of the Supreme Court in order to declare any law of the States 
unconstitufional was rejected in the Senate, 21 to 20. An- 
other to require the Supreme Court to issue such process as 
issues from the highest State tribunals was defeated by a 
larger vote, 34 to 7. 

The firebrand amendment talked of by Mr. Vance was not 
offered, was possibly a mere threat. There was another story 
that John Randolph proposed to Clay that the Southern 
members should secede from Congress, and that Clay held the 
proposition under advisement. 

(IS)Mrs. Adams was Louisa Catherine, daughter of a Mary- 
land merchant, Joshua Johnson, who was the American consul 
in London. She was married to John Quincey Adams in 1797, 
and resided with him in Berlin, St. Petersburg, London and 
Washington. She was an accomplished member of the high- 
est circles of those cities. After her husband's death in 1848, 
she made Quincey her home until her death in 1852. 

(16)The uniform testimony of those who knew Calhoun at 
his home is that he was always cordial and of winning man- 
ners. Mr. Mangum, therefore, may have been mistaken in 
supposing that he was putting on electioneering airs, on tl^e 
occasion mentioned. Mr. Calhoun married his second cousin, 
Floride Calhoun, who brought him fortune enough to allow 
him to devote himself to public life and dispense a generous 
hospitality. 

(17)North Carolina is more often called ''the Old North State." 
As the Governors of **Carolina", under the Lords Proprietor]^, 
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usually resided in Charleston, South Carolina naturally re- 
tained colloquially the name of ''Carolina." 

(18)Robert Y. Hayne, Senator from South Carolina 1823-'32; 
Governor 1832-'34; President of the Cincinnati and Charleston 
Railroad Company 1836-'39; distinguished for his debate With 
Webster. The "defence of Calhoun" is probably meant to be 
construed as referring- to his political course generally. The 
specific charge of being a participator in the profits of the 
contract of Mix with the war department, when he tvas Sec- 
retary, was not made until the latter part of 1825. He was 
proved to be utterly innocent. 

(19)By 1828 $146,669,773.48, of which $88,834,108.66 was 
principal, of the public debt, was paid. Mr. McLane, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, reported at the close of 1832, ''the debt 
may be considered as substantially extinguished after the 1st 
of January next." 

(20)Calhoun was then friendly with Jackson. Subse- 
quently Jackson learned that Calhoun, when Secretary of War, 
strongly disapproved of his invasion of Florida, and conceived 
a violent hatred against him. This destroyed Calhoun's 
chances for the Presidency. 

(21)There were three prominent Barbours of Virginia, 
James, John S. and Philip Pendleton, James Barbour is here 
mentioned; Governor 1812-'15; United States Senator 181S-'2S; 
Secretary of War 1825-'28; Minister to England 1828-'29. 

(22)John Galliard, of South Carolina; United States Sena- 
tor 1805-'26; President ^;£? tempore oi the Senate 1809-'ll, and 
1813-'26. Died At Washington February 26, 1826, and was 
succeeded as President of the Senate fro tern, by Nathaniel 
Macon. 

(23) John Randolph '*of Roanoke"; Representative 1799-1813, 
1815-'17, 1819-'25; Senator 1825-27; Representative 1827-'29; 
Minister to Russia 1830; died 1833. He appointed Nathaniel 
Macon one of the executors to his will. 
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ADDENDUM. 

Sinc^ the note on John R. Eaton was printed I have ascer- 
tained some facts concerning him, derived from Wheeler^s His- 
tory and from Mrs. Susan (Taylor) Fontaine, of Hinds coun- 
ty, Mississippi. 

Major John Rust Eaton was a son of Colonel Charles Rust 
Eaton,* an officer of the Revolution. He was wealthy and in- 
fluential, several times a member of the Greneral Assembly 
from Granville county, one of the earliest stockholders and 
probably a director of the Roanoke Navigation Company. 
He was fond of fine horses. An imported stallion of his, Co- 
lumbus, brought $10,000 at the sale of his effects after his 
death in 1830. He was not the father of Secretary of War, 
John H. Eaton, of Tennessee. 

The foregoining letters have been carefully printed as the 
writers spelt and punctuated; all complaints of typographical 
errors will be out of place. 

REFERENCES FOR THE NOTES. 

It is useless to print a list of the books referred to for the 
information given in the notes. Perhaps it ought to be men- 
tioned that the most useful were TuckerH and MacMa%ter*s 
Histories y the Pohttcal Register oi 'Pqotq^ JamiesotCs Diction'- ^ 
ary of the United States^ Benton^s Abridgment^ and Sumner* s 
History of the Currency. 

Hon. Charles A. Cooke, mentioned in the note on Macon, 
as one of my authorities, has very recently been elevated to 
the Supreme Court Bench of North Carolina. 
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LETTERS. 



Gen. Steele to CoL Jos. McDowell.^ 

Salisbury Novemr. 20th, 1794. 
Sir: 

I have been informed by several persons that dur- 
ing- the late Superior Court at Morganton, you took 
the trouble to circulate a variety of objections against 
my conduct, while acting in the capacity of a Repre- 
sentative in Congress. 

What purpose these objections were intended to 
answer or what motives produced them are equally 
immaterial, the public manner in which they were 
mentioned entitles them to some notice. This can 
only be done at present by requesting that you will 
do me the favor to particularize in writing such parts 
of my public conduct as amount in your estimation to 
a dereliction of the interests of the State which I then 
represented and particularly what authorized you to 
say that I was not a friend to the western parts of 
North Carolina. 

In doing this, let nothing be kept back, for scruti- 
ny is desirable where motives are pure and actions 
virtuous. 

Truth which is due to an enemy, as well as a friend 
is all I require, and if you have been imposed on by 
misinformation in regard to me, I will venture to be- 
lieve, that your candour, upon being better informed 
will induce you to acknowledge it. In the mean- 
time however I cannot help lamenting, that you or 
any representative of North Carolina should be 
willing to receive impressions unfavorable to a citi- 
zen 6f your own State, from the report of 
strangers, while Mr. Macon and Mr. G 
present, from whom the truth, and all tha 
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inigfht have been obtained. These gentlemen are in- 
dependent of all parties, they must recollect that the 
Representatives of this State were unanimous on the 
motion to reduce the army as amended by Dr. William- 
son, and in opposition to the extention of the indian 
war, they remember also the reasons which influenced 
these two votes, and on their report I intend to rest 
this part of the business. 
Copy of a letter to Col. Jo. McDowal, inclosed to Mr. Grove. 

' These first two letters throw light on the first letter of 
Macon, which follows. 

All the letters are printed with the spelling, etc., of the 
orisrinals. 



*t3' 



Co/. McDowell to Gen Steeled 

philedelphia Jan.-12th-l795. 
Sir 

I received your letter the contents of which I have 
attended to and as to what you mentioned that should 
have fallen from me at Morganton at the September 
terme, I recollect perfectly that when in conversation 
with the Judges & Some of the attorneys, when poli- 
tics were the subject of conversation, and the parties 
in Congress mentioned and the part that different 
Characters had taken & you among others, I recollect 
mentioning that you were considered by a great num- 
ber of the Members from the Southern States and by 
those from Pensylvania & Virginia in perticular, to 
have joined the aristocratical party, stating that 
when you first came forward and perhaps for the first 
Session you were strongly opposed to the ' Secre- 
tary of State, & to certain men and measures, but that 
they had by some means they could not account for 
got you to join their party and that after which you 
advicated their Char actors & Cause more streneously 
than you had at first opposed it I not ready at first 
to credit this report but when so repeatedly stated, I 
began to suppose there was some truth in the asser- 
tions, 

and as to what I mentioned respecting your 
Conduct towards the frontiers, that I took from the 
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assertion of Mr. Dayton of Jersey in the House which 
was not contredicted by any person and further it was 
mentioned to me in privet by Mr Clark who brought 
forward the resolution, for calling forth the Melitia 
for the protection of the Southwestern Frontiers to 
act on the defencive or offencive — which I found you 
Voted against and was told you exerted yourself e in 
argument against which I did not think so much of as 
your ater Conduct as Stated by Mr. Dayton ^ in 
the House — when he Called up your Conduct and stat- 
ed that you argued and acted differently when the 
galeries were Open than what you did when they 
were closed, and further Stated your — Calling up sev- 
eral letters, Charging the Conduct of the people on 
the frontiers and that assigned & exposed their con- 
duct to the extent, and that you stated you well knew 
the Whites were as much if not more to blame than 
the Indians and mentioning your having a General 
knowledge of their transactions but how you acquir- 
ed that knowledge I am at a loss to say, but admit- 
ing it to be the fact — Such an account of the Conduct 
on the frontiers must opperate strongly against pro- 
tection being granted them as you well knew the Op- 
position which generally exists with Eastern States 

and I do asure you I want to have been frend- 
ly enough to have wrote you respecting the — manner 
in which Mr Dayton araigned your Conduct, but ex- 
pecting MrGrove or Mr Macon would as you and them 
was in the habit of corresponding with you, the in- 
fermation and report of your conduct made such im- 
pressions on my mind as I conceived to oe my duty to 
make it known and in that way that you would heare 
of it, but as to my mentioning many people or tak- 
ing pains to do it is wrong and as to what you men- 
tion about Motives you Sir nor no other Man under 
heaven has a right to call in question as I have given 
profifs Sufficient to the world — 

the inclosed paper will give you the news — 
I am Sir 
>our most Humble Servant 
Jos McDowell 
Genl. 

John Steele — 
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NOTES. 

' There were two Joseph McDowells. The writer of this 
letter was known as a ''Quaker Meadow Joe," the other, his 
counsin and brother-in-law, being * 'Pleasant Garden Joe." 
The first was major at Cowpens and King's Mountain, often 
a member of the General Assembly, a member of the Consti- 
tutional Convention of 1788, and a representative in Congress, 
1788-'95 and 1797-'99. In 1797 he was a commissioner to run 
the dividing line between North Carolina and Tennessee. He 
died August 11th, 1801, aged forty-five. — a strong Republi- 
can. 

Joseph McDowell Jr., of Pleasant Garden, was a physician, a 
captain at King's Mountain; member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1788, and of the General Assembly. 

^ As Jefferson was Secretary of State it is probable that Col. 
McDowell meant to write Secretary of the Treasury (Hamil- 
ton). 

^ Jonathan Dayton, of New Jersey, — officer in the Revolu- 
tionary army, delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 
1787; Representative 1791-'99; Speaker of the House, 1795-'99. 
A friend of Aaron Burr and suspected of being privy to his 
conspiracy in 1807. 

Nathaniel Macon to John Steele, 

Philadelphia Deer, llth-1794,^ 
Sir 

Your letter of the 22d ultimo "^ addressed to ^ Mr. 
Grove, which was intended as well to myself as him, 
has been shewn me together with its enclosures. The 
speech was delivered during my confinement the date 
of Clarks motion * will plainly shew you this, and I 
am really sorry that it is not in my power for that 
reason to say a word on that subject or to sign the 
certificate agreable to your desire. Although I was 
not present when you made the speech, I remember 
perfectly well, that you, Grove and myself agreed 
that the motion, which occasioned it, was a very im- 
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portant one, and that we agreed in sentiment on the 
subject, and as well I recollect the speech contains 
the substance of our conversations on the subject of 
the motion, except that I thought the constitution 
would not warrant the g-iving such power to the Pres- 
ident, though I could not have made the observation 
in the house for a reason before mentioned. On a bill 
of a similar nature last session I made objections of 
the same kind. Indeed I am certain, that *I never 
shall consent to give such a power to any President 
— Grove and myself have examined the journal for 
the message of the President which you want, But 
have not been fortunate enough to find such a one, 
the other papers he will send you 

It appears to me that proper reflection and time will 
convince every one, that you have deserved well of 
the State, It is said there are ^ two parties in Con- 
gresSj But the fact I do not positively know, if there 
are, 1 know that I do not belong to either, But what 
is strange to tell, and at the same time must be a con- 
vincing- proof that you acted independently, is, that 
there is good reason to believe that neither of these 
parties are desirous to see you here again — 

With sentiments of respect and esteem 
I am Sir 

Yr most Obt- Sert 

Nathl Macon 
Genl. Steele 

NOTES. 

' The seat of government under the present constitution was 
for the first year 1789-^90 at New York, then at Philadelphia 
until 1800, then removed to Washington City. 

'We have not a copy of this letter. 

^Wm. Barry Grove, a sketch of whom may be found on 
preceding- pages. 

*It seems that Steele was accused of having joined the 
* 'Aristocratic party." Also that on Clark's resolution for call- 
ing out the militia for the protection of the Southwestern 
frontiers. Steele was in the opposition and was alleged to 
have said that the whites were as much to blame as the In- 
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dians. Of course it was charged that he was not a friend to 
the people of the West. He seems to have applied to Mr. 
* Macon to set him straight. 

* Abraham Clark, who offered the resolution was in the Con- 
tinental Congress 1776-'82; in that of the Confederation 1787-'8 
and Representative in Congress of the United States 1791-'94. 

The Presidential powers considered by Mr. Macon to be 
dangerous were such as the exclusive authority to issue pass- 
ports to those going beyond the Indian boundary line, to re- 
move by force those attempting to settle west of the line, to 
. give redress to those injured bv the Indians. 

5 Historians are generally of the opinion that the advocates 
of a strong government and those jealous for States' Rights 
were in opposite camps before December 1794, Hamilton the 
leader of one and Jefferson of the other. Mr. Macon evident- 
ly means that these parties were not yet organized openly. 

Macon to Steele. 

' Buck Spring IS Septr— 1802 
Sir 

"" Mr. T, has returned f r jm Peterburg and delivered 
me the enclosed I hope it will be deemed satifactory 
to the gentlemen of the turf in and about Salisbury — 
I have nothing worth telling you, I live almost too 
retired for the neighbourhood news, I send to War- 
renton now & then for the news, and what is old to 
most others is new to me 

I had like to have forgotten to have told you that I 
have a grandson, a stout and hearty looking fellow 

We have generally pretty good crops of Corn, to- 
bacco will be rather short both as to quantity & 
quality, but as some have planted a good deal of Cot- 
ton this may probably nearly balance the deficienc}' 
in the quantity of tobacco, I mean as to value 

This is Friday though I am not sure what day of 
the month, I have guessed the 15th 

I saw ^ General Davie to day who appears to be in 
in good health 

I have only a word more, which is an important one 
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both to you & me, and will no little interest the feel- 
ings of some of my friends near you, which is this, 
That you will with the consent of your fa;nily leave 
home on your return to Washington so as to stay a 
day with me I would rather ask for a week or a month 
but this I fear would not be granted, one day is as 
little as could be asked, yet I know it is much for you 
& your family to grant; If it shall be convenient for 
you to make this trip, pray write me when I may ex- 
pect you, — We have some races I believe in Novem- 
ber at Warrenton, perhaps you could take them in on 
your way, if so I will advise unless it should be ad- 
vertised in the papers the day 

I have written this in some haste 

I am Sir yrs. sincerely 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr. Steele) 

These are the Weights agreeable to the New Mar- 
ket Rules of racing 

three Year Old to Carry 86 lb 
four Ditto Ditto 100 
five Ditto Ditto 110 
Six Ditto Ditto 120 
Seven Ditto Ditto 130 
Sterling Gary 

Keeper of the Course 

Septr. 10. 1802 

NOTES. 

'Buck Spring was Macon's plantation, a few miles from the 
County seat of Warren County. 

' The trade of Warren County was, in Macon's day, trans- 
acted in Petersburg, Virginia. 

'*Mr. T." is probably James Turner, who was a private 
with Macon in the Revolutionary war. He was Governor of 
North Carolina, 1802-'05, and United States Senator, 1805- 
1816. He had a large plantation in Warren and raised race- 
horses. His son, Daniel Turner was a Representative in 
Congress, 1827-'29. Daniel's wife was a daughter of Francis 
S. Key. A daughter of Governor Turner married George E. 
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Badger, a Judge and U. S. Senator. Macon also raised 
horses and patronised the turf. 

^General Davie was Wm. Richardson Davie, ex-Governor 
and a special Commissioner to France together with Chief 
Justice Oliver Ellsworth and Van Murray. Their embassy 
averted war. DaAie was called Father of the University of 
North Carolina. He was defeated for Congress in 1802 by 
Willis Alston. 

Steele to Macon; {a copy). 

Dear Sir, 

I thank you for your two favors concerning the . 
weights to be carried by running horses. The certifi- 
cates will settle all disputes. Our Judges have con- 
cluded to fix the same for each day. Between fifteen 
and twenty horses are in keeping "for these little 
purses. It diverts me to see how much the passions 
of men can be excited in competition even for trifles. 
There are few things, my friend, I do assure you 
which could afford me greater pleasure than to pay 
you a visit in Warren :-but in my present circumstan- 
ces it is totally impracticable. Since the last of 
Augt. my family has been so much indisposed '(Mrs, 
Steele of the number) that I have not in my power 
to make any arrangements in my private affairs pre- 
paratory to their removal to the seat of Government, 
and it is too irksome to live there as I have done for 
some time past without them. Thus circumstanced 
I have found myself under the necessity of relinquish- 
ing (for the present) the intention of returning. The 
mail which carries this carries also a letter to the 
President requesting him to accept my resignation. 
After the sickly season^ shall have passed, my plan 
is to amuse myself with improvements in agriculture, 
and as my principal business to resume a course of 
general reading which my appointment six years ago 
interrupted. These will fill up my time to the ex- 
clusion of politicks, and with them I trust every pas- 
sion which could disturb a virtuous and tranquil re- 
tirement. I have done justice to my feelings by 
assuring the President ''that I am duly sensible of 
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his polite treatment and that in future it cannot but 
be a source of pleasing and grateful reflection to me 
to have been invited by him to continue in the Office." 
This alludes to a letter which he had the goodness to 
write to me last summer before the recess of the Ex- 
ecutive in answer to my application for leave of ab- 
sence. The greater part of my letter to the Secty. 
of the Treasy. is on business. It contains the follow- 
ing paragraph. 

''In conducting, for six years past, the business of 
an office distinguished for the labor and responsibility 
which it imposes my first object has constantly been 
. fidelity to the public, the second, a respectful deport- 
ment towards those with whom it was my duty to 
maintain official intercourse. It will afford me no 
small degree of gratification to understand that I 
have succeeded in these to your satisfaction." 
Mr. Macon. 

' Salisbury and its neighborhood were for many years much 
afflicted with malaria. The existence of a large mill-pond 
was thought to have been the guilty cause. The great im- 
provement in health since its abolition points to the truth of 
the theory. 

Grove to Steele. 

Fayetteville Oct. 1st 1802 
My Dear Sir 

I returned yesterday from Hillsboro where I went 
on the 6th Sept. with Mrs G on a visit to her friends, 
on my return I found in the Post office your favor of 
the 16th ult. which gave me the first information of 
your return home, altho' I made inquiry after you 
while in Orange. I hope your family have recovered 
since you wrote, & that you continue to enjoy good 
health in your native clime tho* Salisbury is loosing 
its reputation of being healthy. 

From your letter & the copy of the one to the head 
of your Department, which you done me the favor to 
inclose for my perusal, 1 perceive with regret that 
you have new cause to be dissatisfied with your sit- 
uation in the Govt. 
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As soon as I read the report of the Investigating^ 
discriminating & criminating- Committee, I could not 
help seeing the deep cut made at the Former Treas- 
ury Depart. From the temper and Views of the 
majority of the Committee, it was to be apprehended 
th^y would seize on every Possible case to injure the 
feeling & reputation of the former Administ. but 
from the Examination & report of the Committee of 
the session before last, on the Treasury Depart, I did 
suppose the new investigation would find little to add, 
as to that branch of the Government, but in the spirit 
of the times, they have wisely and economically dis- 
covered, that for want of their legal and saving con- 
struction of the acts of Congress, monies have been 
disbursed without an act of appropriation, of course 
these monies should be refunded, & they the Com- 
mittee appointed as a Standing Board of expounders 
— 1 — The contempt mixed with indignation which 
that late Report excited in me induced me to think, 
that the men of sense and decency of their party 
would condemn it, as a crude, partial, & ignorant pro- 
duction — & that tho' they might for political reasons 
wink at its censure, I did not presume that the head 
of any Depart, would sanction & adopt the report as 
the rule of their ofi&ce — I am really sorry to find there 
is reason to believe it otherwise, & that the present 
Head of the Treasury in the case of ' Woodside is dis- 
posed to give a new construction to the Law, so as 
to produce a clashing of opinion Between your Judge- 
ment & former decisions, and his own — If this dflfer- 
ence of opinion on the meaning of Law, arises alone 
from the honest & impartial Judgment of the Sec- 
retary, or is unconnected with any other cause or 
motive than a desire to construe Laws fairly, I can 
not think it should add to your inducements to leave 
the Department — of this you alone can best judge — 
But while you are permitted to act and think inde- 
pendently on your own judgment and sentiments, 
& are treated with that delicacy and attention due to 
your success, your character & your situation, I most 
earnestly wish you to continue in office — If this is not 
the case, I know you too well, to suppose you would 
act with any set of men. 

We have no news here, and were it not for the rail- 
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ing-s and abuse of 'Duane, ^ Callender, &c. against 
each other, we should find the papers dull, but these 
fellows unfold some things worth knowings respecting 
the falsehood & knavery which has been g^oing on 
among them, & are fulfilling two thing's, that Dog 
will eat Dog; and that when rog'ues fall out honest 
men come to their rig^ht. 

I am very certain you join me in regretting — sin- 
cerely regretting the fate of poor * Spaight. He has 
fallen a sacrifice to his own violence of temper, for he 
might have adjusted his dispute with honor, without 
going to extremities. 

Flour will probably continue about S to 6$ — Cotton 
from $12 to 15$ per cwt, picked — 3 to 3}A per cwt. in 
seed — and indeed I fear that all kinds of produce will 
be low compared to late years — ^ Shells are generally 
to be had here at }i to >Bd per Bushl. —lime is dearer 
& scarce. 

Mrs Grove desires to be united with' me in a tender 
of our best respects to yourself, & Family, and par- 
ticularly to Miss Ann 

Believe me My Dear Sir 

With real esteem & regard 

Yrs Sincerely 
(John Steele Esq) W. B. Grove 

NOTES. 

' Decision of Gallatin, Secretary of the Treasury, relating to 
drawbacks on sug-ar. 

"William Duane, from 1795 to 1822 editor of the leading 
Democratic paper, the Aurora, of Philadelphia. 

^ Thomas Cal lender, convicted by the influence of Judge 
Samuel Chase for passages in his pamphlet, "the Prospect 
before us," which were construed to be libellous under the 
Sedition law. President Jefferson pardoned him. 

^Ex-Governor Richard Dobbs Spaight, killed by John 
Stanly in a duel. The Federalists, as a rule, sustained Stanly. 
The Republicans declared that Spaight was in the right and 
that Stanly (a Federalist) was a murderer. Stanly was 
pardoned by Governor Benjamin Williams. The quarrel 
occurred in their canvass for Congress. 

^Oyster and other shells were, at that date, bought in bulk 
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and burned for lime. Thej were hauled by wagon from 
Fayetteville to Chapel Hill for that purpose. 

Macon to Steele, 

Buck Spring- 10 Octr. 1802. 
Sir 

Yours of the 30 ultimo has been received, and it is 
with real sorrow that I learn of your determination 
to resig-n. The reason which produces the resig-na- 
tion is surely a cog-en t one, but I think it probable 
that the season is approaching which will restore 
your family to health, and then you might with con- 
venience have removed them to Washington; The 
ofi&ce of Comptroller is surely among the most impor- 
tant in the U. S., especially as it relates to revenue; 
besides this, the settling accounts with foreigners, is 
one in which both the interest and honor of the nation 
are concerned; nor can I close this sentence without 
repeating my sincere regret at your resignation; who 
will be your successor* I cannot even guess, no doubt 
many may be found willing enough to accept the 
office who know nothing of the duties; and I devout- 
ly wish that a successor' may be found, adequate in 
all respects to the office; I know from the best 
authority that the President was highly pleased 
with your conduct, but I am repeating what I have 
before told 

The hot foggy weather has injured tobacco in some 
instances by moulding it. The crop will not be large, 
nor of extraordinary quality. Cotton it is said prom- 
ises well. The crop of corn is generally good 

I wish more than ever to see you, but God alone 
knows when this will be, Had I the time to spare I 
would take a trip" to Salisbury 

I am with perfect respect 

Sir yrs. sincerely 

Nathl Macon. 
(Mr. John Steele 

Now at Salisbury 
No. Carolina) 

NOTES. 

■ Steele's successor was Gabriel Duval, who was Comp- 
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troller until 1811. He was a Representative in Congress 1794- 
96, then Judge of the Supreme Court of Maryland. In 1811 
he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States and held the office until 1836. 

' By the travelling methods of that day a journey to and 
from Salisbury took about ten days, provided there were no 
freshets in the streams. These might delay the traveller 
much longer. 

Steele to Macon, 

Salisbury April 11th 1803 
Dear Sir, 

By Major Williams who left this plaqe at the close 
of our court I wrote you a few lines in wliich I omit- 
ted to remind you of your promise to see me in the 
course of the ensuing summer. Nothing I assure you 
would give me more pleasure than to take you by the 
hand at my hut, and our girls hope you will favor 
them with the company of your daughter at the same 
time. They will do everything in their power to 
make her time while here pass agreeably. In return 
for a few weeks of your own society I will treat you 
with some of the Visions of a cidevant. A station in 
the background you know sometimes affords views 
not altogether uninteresting to those engaged in the 
busy scenes of the front ranks. The only merit of 
mine is that they have been formed with calmness 
and deliberation. ' There is one important subject 
on which I cannot forbear to give you a few hints in 
anticipation. A good deal of reflection since has con- 
firmed me in the opinion I expressed to you about a 
year ago. The reasons in support of that opinion 
wd. be too long for a letter by post. I allude to the 
Mandamus, and the fashionable doctrine which it 
was made use of to establish, that the courts have 
power to pronounce Acts of Congress unconstitutional 
and void. There is a remarkable coincidence in the 
arguments lately published of ^Mr. Lee and the 
Chief Justice.^ To whom the credit of originating 
and digesting them belongs is not perhaps material. 
Between them they have made the most of the occa- 
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sion. Logicians in the forum like Partizans in the 
field show their skill by passing- the strong and se- 
lecting the weaker points of attack. 

It is certainly a sound principle that in a well or- 
ganized government of Laws as we believe ours to be 
every wrong shd. have its proper remedy. If this 
principle can be shown to have its effect in the cases 
stated by the Chief Justice the necessity for judicial 
interference will not exist, as all the arguments in 
favor of such interference are predicated on hypoth- 
esis that an injury has been done to the applicants by 
the Executive and that they are without remedy ex- 
cept from the Judiciary. This is the point which the 
Chief Justice and the learned counsel pretended to 
examine. By the theory of our Government the Leg- 
islature, the Executive & Judicial departments are in 
a certain degree, or for certain purposes distinct. It 
is inaccurate to suppose them equal in trust, or in 
power. The ofi&cers who compose the President's 
council are his constitutional advisers and with him 
form what is denominated the Executive. Should 
the Secty. of State a constituent part of this great de- 
partment do wrong in his official capacity to an indi- 
vidual or the public with or without the sanction of 
the President the intimate relation which the con- 
stitution supposes to exist between him and the Pres- 
ident maj be dissolved by removal or impeachment 
after which he is amenable to the Judicial authority 
in the form of an indictment and perhaps by civil 
process. Until that connection be dissolved the offi- 
cial acts of a Secty. of State are to be regarded as the 
acts of the President. With respect to them he stands 
on Executive ground not exapiinable by the Judiciary. 
The courts have no constitutional power to inquire 
whether (for instance) a patent for land be wrong- 
fully or rightfully withheld. If withheld the first step 
of a purchaser supposing himself entitled shd. be by 
petition to the President, afterwards if redress be re- 
fused by petition to the house of Repvs. where im- 
peachments originate. The remedies in the power 
of these two authorities to afford cannot fail to be 
effectual, the course to be pursued to obtain them is 
plain and consistent with the most obvious principles 
of our Govt. It avoids that worst of political evils a 
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war of Departments, and the disorganization and 
public injury which such collisions produce in a coun- 
try where opinion is free if neither of the contending- 
authorities (as is the case with the Executive and the 
Judiciary) be in relation to the other paramount, and 
if one of them as the Chief Justice has avowed shd. 
refuse to acknowledg-e the Legislature as the com- 
mon and rig-htly superior of both. Admit the right 
of the supreme court tb step on Executive ground in 
the case of a patent or a pension and you subject at 
once the Comptr. to judicial discipline and all the 
vast concerns of the Treasjr. to the revision of a de- 
partment which in theory is the third but in practice 
aims at becoming the first power of the state. With 
respect then to the particular case of Mr. Marbury ' 
& others they cannot in my humble opinion demand 
either their commissions or transcripts from the rec- 
ords of the Secty. of State as matters of right and 
after the opinion given by the court that a transcript 
would be of equal validity with the original it would 
be wrong to furnish it as matter of courtesy. It was 
here that the Chief Justice showed his skill in pass- 
ing over the most formidable objection without no- 
tice. Both he and the learned counsel treated it in 
their argument as a point conceded that the Justices 
ofthe peace for the district of Columbia are Judges in 
the sense of the Constitution. The law which pro- 
vides for their appointment contains the refutation 
of this opinion. They are to be commissioned for 
five years and not during good behavior. There are 
but two descriptions of tenures by which ofi&ces are 
held under the constitution. All offices must be of 
one or the other. If the Justices are Judges in the 
sense of the constitution the law which limits their 
appointment to five years is unconstitutional^ and of 
course according to the Chief Justice void, kxL^ ten- 
ure diflFerent from that prescribed by the constitution 
^''during good behavior''' would be so.' If they are 
not Judges in this sense they are like other officers 
removable by the President. The law can not be 
valid and void at the same time, good to vest the 
power of Judges but void as to the limitations of 
their authority. This is top great an absurdity to 
be seriously maintained, and yet without recurrence 
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to some such fiction it is difficult to perceive on what 
foundation the title of the Justices of the peace for 
the district of Columbia to hold their offices inde- 
pendently of the will of the Executive rests. It can- 
not be from the nature of the duties to be performed 
else the Comptr. Auditor, Accourftants, Commrs. un- 
der certain laws and treaties wd. be equally indepen- 
dent for they all perform duties in a certain degree 
judicial, and in some points of view much more im- 
portant to society. The act which provides for this 
appointment must then be presumed the only founda- 
tion of their independence and this proves as clearly 
as a point can be proved by implication that they 
were not to be regarded as Judges in the sense of the 
constitution and that the term of five years was fixed 
for their service merely that the Executive depart- 
ment might at stated periods review the roll and leave 
out such as age or other causes had rendered unfit 
without recurring to the painful alternative of re- 
moval. 

The President is said to derive the power of remov- 
ing all officers not commissioned to hold their offices 
during good behavior from the constitution, if so ac- 
cording to the maxims of the Chief Justice an act to 
divest him of that power or to restrain the exercise of 
it in terms wd. be unconstitutional and void. The 
consent of the President to such an act wd. be equally 
unconstitutional because Congress even with his ap- 
probation cannot alter the constitution. In England 
it is otherwise. But even there **the King is not bound 
by any act of parliament unless he be named therein 
by special and particular words. The most general 
words that can be devised affect not him in the least 
if they may tend to restrain or diminish any of his 
rights or interests: — for it wd. be of the most mis- 
chievous consequence to the public if the Executive 
power were liable to be curtailed without its own ex- 
press consent by constructions and implications. " The 
limitation of ^ve years then cannot create an inde- 
pendence of the Executive to whom it exclusively ap- 
pertains as incident to the power of Appointment to 
determine when and how vacancies happen free of 
any kind or degree of responsibility to the judicial 
department and consequently a right to demand the 



JAMES SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 83 

Commissions, or transcripts of them, or to exercise in 
virtue of either the authorities of Justices of the 
peace contrary to the will of the President is without 
foundation. A case exactly in point occurred not 
long- since in Pennsylvania. The present Gov. re- 
moved an officer, I think the Adjt. Genl who held his 
appointment under a law which fixed the tenure to a 
term of years like that of the Justices of the Ds. of 
Columbia. There was moreover a salary attached to 
this office which in a state where rig^hts are so well 
understood and so highly valued as in Pennsylvania 
wd. not have been yielded if a power to revise and 
correct the procedure had been supposed to exist in 
the courts. However men may differ in their opinions 
as to the expediency and perhaps the justice of some 
parts of Mr. McKeans political conduct all I believe 
agree in paying homage to his professional knowl- 
edge and it is for this reason only that the case is 
cited. 

Can the Judge, by Judicial sentence pronounce Acts 
of Congress unconstitutional and void? This is a 
power so transcendent and calculated to alter so es- 
sentially the relations which diift. departms. of Gov- 
ernment bear to each other that it shd. have some 
better foundation than the constructive inferences of 
those who claim and are to exercise it. By the the- 
ory of oiJr Govt, the three great depts. are distinct 
though not equal. The Leg^islature in the nature of 
things is supreme because it not only prescribes rules 
of action but possesses independently of the other de- 
partments the power of compelling obedience. Its 
members moreover are under the same solemn obliga- 
tion to do right and support the constitution invio- 
late, and possess the same right to determine in their 
leg-islative capacity the meaning of its doubtful parts, 
that the Judges do in their official capacity. That 
both Houses of the Legislature formed as they are, 
the Presidents and heads of Depts. shd. be more lia- 
ble to be mistaken or more disposed to violate it than 
perhaps a bare majority of the Judges of the supreme 
court is not to be conceded. Whence then originates 
the errc^r in supposing that the judges possess this 
new & gigantic power? I answer, in the facilitv 
with which small bodies of men can be brought to 
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embrace an opinion favorable to their own dignity 
and official influence, to the common interest which 
g-entlemen of the law feel throughout our country in 
extending their sphere of action by increasing the 
jurisdiction of the judicial dept. and as a necessary 
consequence the chances of litigation — but above all 
to inaccurate notions which are perhaps the oflFspring 
of the foregoing combination concerning the original 
distribution of the powers by the constitution and 
the indulgence with which that Dept. on accot of its 
weakness has been regarded by a generous people. 
If a bill having passed thro the forms of both houses 
shd. be returned by the President because he deemed 
it unconstitutional, two thirds of each house aftds. 
concurring it becomes a law the opinion of the Exec- 
utive notwithstanding and the Secty.of State must re- 
ceive and deposit it among the rolls accordingly. 
Can it be presumed that a prerogative defined with 
scrupulous exactness and limited in reference to the 
second department of Govt, sh'd have been intended 
by the convention to be confided to the third by im- 
plication in a sense as broad too as the most express 
words could convey it. A doctrine so entirely unsup- 
ported by reason and analogy cannot stand the test of 
examination. How then it may be asked are the 
Judges of the Supreme Court to act in cases where 
they conscientiously believe the law and consti- 
tution to be at variance? 1st they sh'd suspend their 
decision and present to the President a respectful rep- 
resentation for the purpose of having the attention of 
the Legislature called to the subject. If after con- 
sidering the representation of the Judges an attempt 
be made to repeal the law without success, or if a ses- 
sion be allowed to pass without repeal or modifi- 
cation it then becomes the duty of the Supreme Court 
to acquiesce in the same manner as an inferior tri- 
bunal is ])ound to yield obedience to a superior. It is 
hence the difficulty originates. The Supreme Court 
cannot regard the Legislature as a superior tribunal 
and until its superiority is established decisively the 
question will remain unsettled. The solemn mockery 
of the oath applies equally to the members of the 
Legislature and of the Executive who were concerned 
in the passing as to the Judges and officers whose 
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duty it may be to execute a law which the latter may 
deem unconstitutional. A district Judge for instance 
may conscientiously believe a tax on carriages uncon- 
stitutional yet if adjudged to be otherwise by the 
Supreme Court he is bound to yield acquiescence and 
give it execution. It is equally clear that the 
Supreme Court owes and may be compelled to yield 
similar obedience to the deliberate and solemn acts of 
the Legislature the highest and most august tribunal 
of a free country. Order and the genuine relations 
of Govt, cannot long be preserved in any other way. 

NOTES. 

' Probably Marmaduke Williams of Caswell, who v;as elected 
to the State Senate in 1802 and the next year to the House of 
Representatives of the United States. He served until 1809, 
and then removed to Alabama, where he was a delegate to 
the convention which formed the State Constitution. In his 
old age he was County Judge. 

''In the case of Marbury vs Madison, Secretary of State, the 
Supreme Court held that the plaintiff, having been appointed 
Justice of the Peace for the District of Columbia by the Presi- 
dent and the Senate having approved the nomination, the 
commission having been duly signed and sealed and left by the 
late Secretary undelivered, was entitled to his commission, 
and that mandamus should lie to compel the delivery by the 
new Secretary of State, but that the act giving the Supreme 
Court original jurisdiction was unconstitutional. Although 
the power and duty of the Court to nullify unconstitutional 
acts is now universally conceded, able men in that day thought 
otherwise. General Steele's letters gives their line of argu- 
ment. 

3 Charles Lee, Attorney General 1795 to 1801. He had been 
Delegate from Virginia to the Continental Congress. 

* Chief Justice John Marshall of Virginia. He advocated 
in the convention of 1788, the adoption of the Federal Consti- 
tution; Envoy to France with Gerry and C. C. Pinckney in 
1797; Congressman 1799-1800; Secretary of State 1800-'01; 
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Chief Justice of the United States, 1801 to his death, July 6 
1835. Author of Life of Washing-ton. 

Macon to Steele. 

Raleigh 11 June 1803 
Sir 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your two let- 
ters the one by Major Williams, the other postpaid, 
The last received at Washington, I think was an- 
swered, though of this I am not certain; The great 
hurry of business and the very constant and lengthy 
sittings of the house may possible have made me 
neglect to answer, The house was very seldom in 
committee of the whole, and were in session from nine 
to eleven hours for a few of the last days; The fa- 
tigue occasioned by this constant delay, had nearly 
overcofne me, though having relectuntly undertaken 
the task, I had at first determined not to yeild to any 
duty but the absolute loss of health, in this determi- 
nation in every circumstance I uniformly persisted, 
and was for a short time after the adjournment really 
apprehensive, that my constitution was considerably 
injured, but this apprehension was soon entirely re- 
moved, and I have since enjoyed my usual good 
health 

I have duly considered the contents of your last 
letter, and candidly acknowledge that I think there 
is great strength in your arguments, but my (Joubts 
are not completely removed, cases may be stated to 
shew that the court did not possess the power to de- 
clare a particular act unconstitutional, other cases 
might be slated in which it would seem that they had 
the power; of the first kind is the law to apportion 
representatives. The pay of Members of Con- 
gress, The articUsof war for land & naval ser- 
vice &c.&c.; Because none of these require their 
aid to carry them into execution; of other kind is the 
power of the supreme court to hear any original suit, 
when the authority is not derived from the constitu- 
tion, such an action for debt between the two citi- 
zens of the same state &c. &c. These would require 
their aid to carry them into operation, The court 
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must make every declaration of the unconstitutional- 
ity of a law at their peril; because the judg-es are 
made accountable for their conduct by the constitu- 
tion, & if Judg^es could declare acts void; without 
being liable for their actions, they would be the su- 
preme authority of the nation, and that without con- 
troul — and the only department in the Government 
where a power might be exercised to any degree, 
without the least check or controul by any other de- 
partment of the Government; I confess the mode for 
the Judges to proceed, where they believe a law vio- 
lates the constitution, as pointed out by you, would 
be the most adviseable, and liable to the least objec- 
tion, both in practice and theory, but the true ques- 
tion is have the courts the power from the constitu- 
tion of the U. S. to declare a law unconstitutional; 
In the case of the mandamus, the opinion of the Court 
as to the result was correct; the rule was discharged, 
but the reasoning which lead to the conclusion, 
seems to be directly opposed to it, and put me, in 
mind of a noted member of Congress who always 
spoke on one side, and voted on the other, if they had 
no power to determine on the merits of the complaint 
they had no authority to grant the rule in the first 
instance, and the mandamus ought not to have been 
issued, the argument on which the question seemed 
to be decided, had nothing to do with the question, 
but certainly had a squinting towards another, al- 
though I am not quite convert to your opinion as to 
the power of the Judges, I most cordially agree with 
you as to the Mandamus 

I fear it will not be in my power, to visit you at 
Salisbury this summer, inclination is not wanting, 
and it is almost too strong to be resisted by poverty 
and inconvenience; besides the pleasure of seeing you 
and family, I could say much to you in the small way, 
which is too little to put in a letter, and would bear 
telling when it would not writing 

I have written this in haste, without revising and 
without your letters by me, I mean this is an expla- 
nation if one should be necessary for not perhaps an- 
swering in every point, but an apoligy I hope neces- 
sary, and I will not attempt to make one Permit 

me my friend to say to you, that I had rather you 



38 THE UNIVERSITY BULLETINS 

would have not paid the postage of your letter, be- 
tween us it seems almost too formal, I am well aware 
that it proceeded from g-reat delicacy but I cannot help 
thinking, that you doubted whether to pay it or not, 
I will own to you, that I have often doubted that to 
do on like occasions. Write often and postage or no 
postage I will not scold you again, unless it be for 
not writing 

Be pleased to offer my best respects to your family 
and believe me to be with sincere regard 

Sir yr. most Obt sert- 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr. Steele) 

NOTES. 

'Probably Gen.Saml Smith of Maryland;Colonel in the Revo- 
lutionary war; U.S. Representative in Congress, 1793-1803; and 
1810-'22; Senator 1803-'15 and 1822-33. Commanded the 
Maryland troops in the defence of Baltimore in 1814 and 
quelU'd the Baltimore riot of 1835, 

Mr. Mucon was usually accurate. This "always" is evi- 
dently an exaggeration. 

Steele to Macon. 

Salisbury Sept 12th 1803 
Dear Sir 

Accept my thanks for your favor of the 7th ulto. 
It came to hand when I was a good deal occupied 
with workmen in superintending some necessaryalt- 
erations of the inside parts of my house which could 
only be done during the season when chimnies are 
not in use. This is my apology for not acknowledging 
it sooner. 

It is natural that you shd. feel a little curiosity to 
know the fate of my essay in Toast making. I will 
endeavor to gratify it. On Friday evening preceding 
the 4th of July a very heavy rain fell at Lethe my 
river plantation where I had a considerable qunty. of 
wheat cut & in the field exposed to injury. This 
obliged me to go there instead of meeting the com- 
mittee on Saturday morning the time appointed. I 
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however apologized for my absence by a note, and 
transmitted for their consideration the sketch which 
you have seen and which I am happy to find meets 
your approbation. The members of the Committee 
all attended except myself, chose Judge Macay ' for 
their Chairman, proceeded to business. Of the seven- 
teen which I submitted they adopted six without al- 
teration. These were the 1st. The day &ca. 6th. 
Foreign nations in amity &ca. with a quotation from 
Mr. Jeffersons inaugeration speech 11th. The militia 
&ca. A nation armed &ca. 14th The Press &ca. 16th. 
The fair sex &ca. 17th. The State of Ohio &ca. 
Others they adopted in part but with alterations 
which can hai;dly be called improvements. The 2nd. 
7th. 13th. 15th. they rejected altogether. To the 3rd. 
The Fed. constitution they annexed a sentiment in- 
correct in principle and in language. It was this. 
The paladium of our rights, let it never be violated. 
(The paladium of Troy from whence the term de- 
scended was in the sense of the Trogans incapable of 
violation.) The true paladium of our rights consists 
in our sense of their nature and value; in our virtue 
to chuse proper persons to represent us, and last of 
all in our swords. It is absurd to say that our rights 
are dependent on the Fed. constitution. We were 
free before it existed as now, perhaps not quite so 
tranquil. Instead of the 4th they substituted the mem- 
ory of Genl. W. In favor of this alteration I under- 
stood it was urged by ^ Mr. H. that to connect with 
that name, any other name or description of charac- 
ters wd. derogate from the respect due to it, as if he 
could have accomplished any thing without the co- 
operation of others Instead of the 5th They adopted 
simply ''the President of the U. S." without even 
using the name of Mr. Jefferson. From the 8th They 
expurged the words ^ Governor and and adopted the 
remainder which was in substance the same but like 
the Sth not quite so respectful to the chief magistrate. 
Instead of the 9th & 12th some general, commonplace 
sentiments in favor of learning & commerce were 
adopted. Of the 10th the adopted the first part, The 
absence of party spirit and rejected what followed. (I 
regret that it was the fate of some of the best to be 
totally lost, or so mutilated as not to be worth 
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publication). The 14tli mig-ht be improved by the al- 
teration which you sug-^est and I sincerely wish that 
good men would quite to correct the evil upon your 
plan which appears to be the only practicable way. 
The greater part of the committee I understand were 
but Mr. H. from whom the opposition chiefly came was 
strenuous to retain some of those which were rejected; 
and they compromised for the sake of unan- 
imity, and as a compliment to other members who 
also had been at the trouble to prepare sketches for 
the consideration of the committee. They compli- 
mented me by the adoption of more than my propor- 
tion, and probably if I had been present a few more 
wd. have been reed, and perhaps fewer alterations 
made. 

I have seen the charge of Judge Chase^ as published 
in the Nat. Intelligencer, It is extra Judicial and in 
humble opinion extremely indecorous; but if there 
were no other objections to it, on the score of principle 
it wd. be indefensible. Men in high public stations 
shd. be careful to guard ag-t. the influence of their 
passions always apt to mislead the understanding, if 
not corrupt the heart. The opinions of some of the 
Judges^ on other subjects are so inaccurate and prepos- 
terous that I am not surprised at this, my only wish 
is that friend Moore ^ may prove as I am sure he will 
like pure gold, the more bright for being tried in such 
a crucible. Mr. Patterson ^ I consider also a man of 
sterling integrity; of some of the others you have 
long known my deliberate opinions. It is useless to 
repeat them. 

The purchase of Louisiana is certainly a great 
affair. It will give lustre to to the administration 
which achieved it. Future Historians will rank it, 
(like the declaration of Independence the treaty of 
peace, the adoption of the Fedl. constitution) among 
the memorable events of our country, and shd. we 
also obtain the Floridas the acquisition will be as im- 
portant in its consequences as any of them. The 
sum® to be given is large, but not too much. To 
have taken possession of the fortifications and other 
establishments necessary to retain it by force wd. 
have required much more. To think correctly on the 
expense of military enterprises we shd. call to our rec- 
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ollection the experience we have had in erecting- forti- 
fications on the sea coast, in the Pittsburg"'* & No 
Hampton expeditions, in prosecuting Indian wars, to 
say nothing- of the delays and disg-race which have 
attended them. It is no disparagement to the pacific 
plan of the President that our Envoy arrived at a 
fortunate crisis. It is always the part of a statesman 
as itisof a Genl. to watch events and to profit by them; 
but even there it is ascribable wholly to accident, as it 
is the way of the world to make a man responsible for 
his bad, they shd. also g-ive.him credit for his good 
fortune. A few days ago I was imperceptibly led in- 
to a warm dispute with a Federalist an acquaintance 
of yours on the question whether the British Govt, 
wd. not be justified in taking possession of New- 
orleans at any time before the ratification of the 
treaty by our senate. A good deal was said on both 
sides, but I endeavoured to conclude the argument by 

placing it on this simple footing Were the 

French competent to sell? Yes. Were we competent 
to purchase. Yes. A fair sale and a purchase being 
made by competent parties, on the 30th of April a 
time too of general peace, any attempt by the British 
Govt, to prevent the execution of the contract by 
taking forcible possession of the place purchased wd. 
be an aggression which wd. justify war on the part 
of the U. S. He maintained however to the last that 
a treaty is of no validity until ratified, and as we are 
not bound to pay until the ratification we could not be 
injured by an event which wd. afford sufft. reason to 
refuse both. This was departing from the question, 
because shd. such an occurrence take place, we wd. 
nevertheless be at liberty to ratify and withhold pay- 
ment until possession, which the french Govt, could 
not think unreasonable, or perhaps under such circum- 
stanpes that Govt, might authorize the application 
of the purchase money towards dispossessing the In- 
truder. This wd. be a subject for subsequent negoti- 
ation, and not necessarily connected with the ratifi- 
cation. Another reason has been stated here which 
I have since seen hinted at in some of the papers to 
justify the British Govt, in such an interference, that 
the privileges secured to F and Spanish Vessels ex- 
cusively of all others are contrary to the stipulation 
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of the Treaty of London which guarantees to the 
subjects of Great Britain in our ports the privili- 
ges of the most favored nation. Without contend- 
ing that the stipulation in favor of F. & Sp. bottoms 
is not a favor granted but a consideration of the ces- 
sion, or rather a reservation of certain rights for a 
limited period by a nation possessing at the time 
and about to yield a complete sovereignty, it may be 
replied that the treaty of London contains a provision 
in favor of british vessels of Canada in the No. Wt, 
ports of the U. S. exactly similar where the reason 
did not apply with near so much force as in the pres- 
ent case. See the article. A favor which we did not 
grant to F. V. in any of our ports nor even to B. V. 
except in the No. W. ports; this altho objected among 
ourselves as an unconstitutional provision was never 
I believe complained of by France; having no existing 
rights she could not reasonably object to an arrange- 
ment which deprived her of none and had for its ob- 
ject only the local accomodation of another, then 
with respect to those ports, like Britain now with res- 
pect to the ports within the Mississippi, A nation 
about to cede has a right to make its conditions, and 
there is certainly a clear distinction between a terri- 
tory received under such conditions, and favors grant- 
ed in the ordinary course of commercial arrangement. 
Gv. Britain having no actual participation in the trade 
of the Mississippi before could not I think have com- 
plained even if the treaty of cession had obliged us 
to exclude her vessels altogether but this would have 
been a departure from our system of policy which I 
hope always will continue to be ^^liberal commerce 
with all nations^ entangling alliances with none,'*'* 
There is however one stipulation in this treaty which 
I sincerely lament, because I am sure it will increase 
the difficulties of the Secy, of the Treasy, I mean the 
payment of the interest (of the stock to be created) in 
Europe. I suppose it must have been, either insisted 
on by the F. Govt, or perhaps inadvertently agreed 
to by Mr. Livingston, It is for other reasons, beside 
the difficulties of remitting, an unfortunate part of 
the contract. 

The foregoing is the copy of Gen. Steele,s letter retained 
by him. We have not the original. 
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Drafts respectfully submitted to the consideration 

of the committee appointed to prepare them for the 

4th July 1803, . 

1st. The day. — Perpetuity to the principle of the rev- 
olution which it commemorates. — 

2nd. The United States. — Common interest their 
best cement. — 

3rd. The Federal constitution. — A g'ood form of Gov- 
ernment prepared for us by wise men in the spirit 
of mutual concession. — 

4th. Our late illustrious fellow citizen Georg-e Wash- 
ington and the long list of Statesmen and Heroes 
who cooperated with him in the establishment of 
American independence. — 

5th. Thomas Jefferson President of the United States, 
and the Majorities of both houses of Congress. — 
Let the reflection that they are invested with 
powers delegated by the whole people inspire 
them with sentiments of justice and moderation 
and their political opponents with those of ac- 
quiescence and respect. — 

6th. Foreign nations in amity with the United States. 
— Liberal commerce with all, entangling alliance 
with none. — 

7th. The people of North Carolina. — Happy under a 
form of Government in theory simple, in practice 
safe and economical. — 

8th. The Governor and Constituted authorities of 
North Carolina. — 

9th. Our University and other institutions for the in- 
struction of youth. It shd. never be forgotten 
that knowledge and virtue are the best preserva- 
tives of civil liberty. — 

10th. The absence of party spirit. — Wherefore shd. 
it exist? '*We are all republicans and all Fed- 
eralists." 

11th. (Public arsenals in proper situation adequate 
to the complete equipment of) The Militia. — A 
nation armed united and free is invincible. 

12th. Agriculture, commerce, and manufactures. — 
Extension, and security to them all, they are the 
great sources of american prosperity. 

13th. Public credit and the public debt. — An honor- 
able performance of our legal engagements will 
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increase the one by the regular and speedy ex- 
tinction of the other. 

14th. The Press. — Let us learn to distinguish be- 
tween its freedom and licentiouness. — 

iSth. Our rights on the Mississippi. Should diplo- 
matic means fail Government may safely trust 
the final issue to god, and the energies of a peo- 
ple who will neither do nor suffer injustice. — 

19th. The fair sex. — Without participation in public 
affairs their dominion is in the hearts of their 
countrymen. 

17th. Our Sister State Ohio.— [The day is not distant 
when her importance to the Union (as a frontier) 
will be known and appreciated] — Young in years 
but growing fast into importance. 

NOTES. 

' Spruce McCoy, a Judge of the Superior Courts of Law and 
Equity in North Carolina 1790 to 1808. 

^ Archibald Henderson, son of Richard Henderson, who was 
a Judge prior to the Revolution, and brother of Chief Justice 
Leonard Henderson. He was the leader of the bar of Kowan, 
and Representative in Congress 1799 to 1803; a Federalist. 

^The Governor thus ''scratched" was a Republican, James 
Turner, of Warren county. He was elected thrice, 1802-'05. 
At the close of his term as Governor, he was chosen to be 
United States Senator and served until 1816. Further notice 
of him is given elsewhere. 

* Samuel Chase, of Maryland, Judge of the Supreme Court 
of United States, 1796-1813. His charge to the Grand Jury 
of Baltimore, May 2nd, 1803, was extremely obnoxious to the 
Republicans. He declared that the repeal by Congress of the 
law for the election of sixteen circuit judges, the establish- 
ment of universal suffrage in Maryland and further alteration 
in the state judiciary contemplated, will take away all secur- 
ity for property and personal liberty. "The independence of 
the national judiciary was already shaken to its foundation. 
Our constitution will be a mobocracy, the worst of all pos- 
sible governments," and more to the same effect. 
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The impeachment against Judg-e Chase alleged injustice, 
partiality and intemperate conduct and language. There 
were eight articles. The first alleged misconduct in the trial 
of Fries, the next five similar outrageous conduct in the trial 
of Callender for libel; the seventh charged wrong-doing in 
refusing to dismiss the grand jury until they should indict a 
printer for treason, and Article VIII. characterized the charge 
to the grand jury at Baltimore as a prostitution of the judic- 
iary to low partisan purposes, with intent to arouse hatred 
against the government of Maryland and of the United 
States. 

Twenty three votes for conviction were necessary, as it 
takes two-thirds to convict. On the first article only 16 out 
of 34 voted guilty; on the second only 10; on the third 18; on 
the fourth, not one; on the fifth only 6; on the sixth 10; on 
the seventh 10; on the eighth 19. 

Samuel Chase was a signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, an ardent and useful patriot, an extreme Federalist, an 
able lawyer, but of overbearing disposition. 

5 The other Judges were besides Chief Justice Marshall, 
1801-'3S, William Cushing, of Massachusetts, 1789-1815, 
William Paterson (so spelled), of New Jersey, 1793-1806, 
Alfred Moore, of North Carolina, 1799-1804. 

^ Alfred Moore had been a Captain in the Revolution, and 
Attorney General and Judge of North Carolina. 

^ Wm. Paterson, had been member of the Continental Con- 
gress and U. S. Senator. In the Convention of 1787 he was 
author of the "New Jersey Plan," which guarded the sov- 
ereignty of the States, 

^The price was $11,250,000 in United States stock payable 
in fifteen years, and also $3,350,000 due by the French gov- 
ernment for depredations on our commerce; in all $15,000,000. 
The purchase was supposed to contain over a million square 
miles, that is, over 640,000,000 acres, about twenty three 
cents an acre. The white inhabitants were about 50,000 of 
French and Spanish birth and 40,000 slaves. The treaty was 
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negotiated with Napoleon by Robert R. Living-ston, but Mon- 
roe, being sent by Jeiferson specially for the purpose, joined 
with him in completing the negotiation. 

' Mr. Steele probably refers to the expenses of suppressing 
the Whiskey Insurrection in Pennsylvania and Shay's Rebel- 
lion in Massachusetts. 

Macon to Steele, 

Washington 27 Novr. 1803 
Sir 

I write to you now, not because I have anything 
worth writing, but because I hope it will be the 
means of inducing you to give me the news of Salis- 
bury, This place affords nothing new, which you 
will not find in every news paper; The vote to re- 
peal the Bankrupt act,' was not a party one, & the 
few who opposed the repeal, were not, one excepted, 
in favor of the principle, but wished it amended and 
to expire by its own limitation 

It IS believed^ that it will be known here, in 15 or 
20 days, either that the U. S. are in possession of 
New Orleans; or that the Spanish Government'' there 
will not deliver it to the U. S, no fact is yet known 
here to induce a belief, that it will not be surren- 
dered; every thing tranquil at New Orleans as late 
as 11-instant, no act at that day done, which indicat- 
ed the least hostile intention 

I cannot think of any thing else to write, and were 
I to see you it is possible, a thousand small affaits 
might come to my recollection which might serve to 
excite laughter 

I am with great respect 

Sir Yr. most obt sert 

Nathl Macon 
(General Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTES. . 

'Passed April 8, 1800. Repealed October, 1803. It was 
thought to be ^'prolific of fraud, wastefulness and a wild 
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spirit of speculation." The vote for repeal in the House was 
99 to 13. 

'In 1682, LaSalle took possession of the territory and 
named it after Louis XIV. Bienville founded New Orleans 
in 1706. In 1762, France ceded the territory to Spain. In 
1800, Spain retroceded it to France. In Ma}' 1803, France 
sold it to the United States. December 20, 1803, Laussat, 
Commissioner of France, formally surrendered it to Wm. C. C. 
Clairborne and James Wilkinson, Commissioners of the United 
States. A body of militia of Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, 
was held in readiness, and a small force of Tennesseeans was 
moved to Natchez, in order to quell any resistance on the 
part of the inhabitants, but none was offered. The province 
was at once divided into two territories, that of Orleans, and 
that of Louisiana. Wm. C. C. Claiborne was the first Gov- 
ernor of Orleans, in 1812 the State of Louisiana. 

The Spanish Government, through the Marquis de Casa 
Yrujo, strongly protested against the right of France to alien- 
ate the territory, alleging that there was an agreement not 
to do so, and, secondly, that the sale to France by Spain was 
not binding, because the contract of the former in regard to 
Tuscany, which was the moving consideration, had not been 
carried out. 

Macon to Steele. 

Washington 11 Deer 1803 
Sir 

Your letter' of the 25 ultimo has been duly re- 
ceived, aud the remarks therein made ought to satis- 
fy every one on the subject; but it is no easy thing, 
to satisfy those who make improper and unjust de- 
mands and expect to support their claims, not by the 
law, but b^ an evasion of it, and not by an evasion, 
which justicji could warrant 

The letter thereia referred to, has been received, 
and an answer was left at home to be sent to War- 
renton to be put in the mail for you; I suppose it is 
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still at home, and must remain there at least till mj 
return 

By the papers you will see, that hitherto we have 
had nothing- like a storm in Congress; it is however 
true, that we have had a brisk g-aleor two, but of short 
duration; 

I do not expect, that any subject will be before the 
house, which will produce the general sort of debate, 
which you have sometimes witnessed, and which 
never added much to the reputation of the speakers 
or to the character of the Nation 

The forming a Government for Louisiana will 
probably be the most difficult part of the present ses- 
sion I say this, because I have heard several plans 
spoken of, neither of which would I believe be adopt- 
ed 

I have sent this scrawl in some haste, 

I am Sir 
most sincerely 
Nathl Macon 
(Genl- Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTE. 

' We have not this letter. The claim from Rhode Islaijd, 
elsewhere explained, is probably alluded to. Mr. Steele 
when Comptroller rejected it. 

Macon to Steele. 

Washington 12 Feby 1804 
Sir 

I have duly received yours of the 19 ultimo, and 
sincerely wish it was in my power to communicate to 
you, all the wishes and intentions of every Depart- 
ment of the Government, It is I think quite proba- 
ble that no one knows less of them than I do, my 
situation in the House keeps me almost constantly 
confined, and I am generally so tired of politics by 
the evening, that I had rattier hear of anything else, 
besides a hurt which I received on my way to this 
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place, has kept me much at home, so much so, that I 
have not been able to make such enquiries as 1 have 
heretofore done 

On the subject of the lands ' claimed by citizens of 
N. C. and others lying within the Indian border line, 
and within the limits of Tennessee, I know not what 
to say; Those who oug-ht to urg-e a decision of the 
house on that point, seem always to be otherwise en- 
gaged; I shall most certainly use every effort in my 
power to have a decision, but it is one of those ques- 
tions that I have so often supported, that I cannot 
now think of any thing new on the subject, and most 
cordially hate to repeat old speeches, even to new 
members. I have however a hope, that both the N. C. 
& Tennesseeo members will perfectly understand the 
question, and treat it in such a manner as to make 
others completely comprehend it. I have indirectly 
heard, but I do not now recollect in what way scarce- 
ly or from whom, that the President was very desir- 
ous to get the Indians especially those to the South 
to remove themselves over the Mississippi 

The British Minister "* has kicked up a little dust 
about his & his wife's rank, such as going first out 
of the sitting to the dining room; having number one 
given to his wife at the dancing assembly, and this 
prank of the Briton, has acted as a spur to the Span- 
iard, and the Marquis the ^ Casa Yrujo has also taken 
it into his head to shew a trick or two about this new 
fangled doctrine of rank, where the people nor their 
form of government acknowlcdt^e any; However I 
suspect both the claims, although not for money, 
will meet, the same fate, which claims so often meet 
from the Committee of claims, that is, leave to with- 
draw 

Tiiere is at this moment a great deal of business 
before Congress, though none of much consequence, 
except forming a plan of government for Louisiana, 
and carrying the revenue laws of the U, S. into oper- 
ation in that Country; The quantity of business 
seems necessarily to put an adjournment a good way 
off, but the quality of it, is much against a distant 
day; yet it is impossible to form any tolerable cor- 
rect opinion when an adjournment will take place 
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Accept my best wishes, and believe me to be very 
truly 

Sir Yrs. Sincerely 

Nathl Macon 
(General Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' By Acts of the General Assembly of North Carolina of 
1782, 1783 and 1784, the warrants for lands granted to the of- 
ficers and soldiers of the Continental line of that state were 
to he located in what was called the Military Reservation, in 
the western part of what is now Tennessee. In December 
1789, North Carolina passed the Act of Cession of Tennessee 
to the United States which was approved by Congress, April 
2nd, 1790. In this Act the rights of the officers and soldiers 
were protected. In 1796, Tennessee was admitted into the 
Union but the unappropriated lands were not ceded to her. 
Tennessee claimed that North Carolina's rights expired in 
1792 because the time of the claims was originally limited to 
that date and the latter state had not reserved the power of 
extension of the time. In 1799, Tennessee asserted by reso- 
lution her ownership as sovereign of all unlocated lands 
within her limits. In 1801, she confirmed all prior entries 
under grants, and prohibited by heavy penalties any further 
action by North Carolina surveyors and entry takers. In 
1803, she appointed Judge John Overton to adjust the diffi- 
culties with North Carolina, which resulted in giving the 
latter the right to issue the military warrants. 

In 1806, Congress in a spirit of liberality ceded to Tennes- 
see, the title of the United States, reserving- the claims of 
North Carolina under the Act of Cession, and certain Indian 
titles. The part not ceded was about one-third of the state, 
and w^as west and south of the line known as the Military 
Reservation line. 

The Indian titles thus reserved were those of the Chicka- 
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saw Indians under the Piomingo Treaty of 1786. By treaties 
in 1805, 1816 and 1818 the Indians agreed to sell their rights 
and move beyond the Mississippi. After satisfying- all clai- 
mants, between two atfd three million of acres remained, 
which in 1846 were donated to Tennessee by Congress. The 
proceeds of the sale of one-third of such military land war- 
rants as escheated to North Carolina formed the endowment 
of her State University prior to the Civil War, the other two- 
thirds being taken by Tennessee for her own colleges. 

"* Jefferson adopted the rule of "pell-mell" for his dinings, 
i.e. that there should be no precedence, no grades among 
foreign ministers. *^A11 are perfectly equal, whether foreign 
or domestic, titled or untitled, in or out of office." Anthony 
Merry, the British minister, arrived at Washington in the 
fall of 1803. He and his wife were invited to a reception on 
December 2nd, and contrary to usage, (France and England 
being at war) the President urged with success, M. Pichon, 
the French charge, also to attend. When dinner was an- 
nounced the President escorted Mrs. Madison and placed her 
on his right. Madame Yrujo, the wife of the Spanish min- 
ister, was placed on his left. Mr. Merry, without being as- 
signed to any seat, started to sit next to Madame Yrujo, but 
was crowded out by a member of the House of Representa- 
tives. M. Yrujo wrote home that Merry and his wife had 
reason to resent the, apparently studied, preference given to 
himself and wife over Mr. and Mrs. Merry. 

Soon after at Madison's reception the host took to the table 
the wife of the Secretary of the Treasury, Gallatin, and in 
the confusion on account of this unexpected conduct, Mrs. 
Merry was left alone, until her husband walked up and of- 
fered her his hand. M. Pichon wrote that in his opinion the 
Secretary of State wished *'Mr. Merry to feel more keenly 
the scandal he had made," The scandal consisted in Merry's 
assertion that his treatment by Jefferson was intended as an 
insult to the nation he represented. 

Mrs. Merry, whom Jefferson in a private letter calls a vir- 
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ag-o, was indignant at her treatment. She was joined by 
Madame Yrujo and a tempest was stirred up in the tea pot of 
Washington society. An explanation of the American usage 
of equality was made, but it was not successful in producing- 
peace among the ladies. Jefferson praises Merry but adds 
'4f his wife perseveres she must eat her soup at home, and 
we shall endeavor to draw him into society as if she did not 
exist." 

Jefferson's disregard of etiquette was approved by his 
party, but was contcmptuousl}' denounced by the Federalists. 

Compti'oUer Duval to Macon, 

Comptroller's office F 16. 1804 
Dear Sir 

Having been informed, that you have received a 
letter from Mr. Steele relative to the 'Rhode Island 
petitions, which have been referred to me by the 
house of Representatives, & presuming that it may 
throw light on the subject, I have to request the fa- 
vor of a perusal of it, unless it contains matter of a 
private nature, or unless there may t»e any other mat- 
ter which may forbid a compliance with my request 
I have the honor to be # 

with great respect & esteem 
Your obet. sert- 
(signed) G Duval 
directed tome 

NM 

Macon to Cofuptroller Duval, 

Washington 17 Feby 1804 
Sir 

Agreeable to the request contained in yours yester- 
day, I herewith enclose you the letter of my friend 
Mr. Steele; It may not be improper to state to you, 
that this letter is an answer to one from me to him, 
& that it was thought due to him to transmit with my 
letter the statement which was presented to each 
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merilber of the House of Representatives on the claims 
referred to in his. letter 

I am with ^reat respect 
Sir Yr. most obt. sert- 
(signed) Nathl Macon 
directed to the Comptroller of the Treasury — witli 
the following^ — N. B. after reading- please to return 
the letter 

Macon to Steele, 

Washing-ton 26 Feby 1804 
Sir 

Herewith you will receive the copy of two notes; 
If I erred in letting the present Comptroller road your 
letter, you will pardon it I am sure, either Mr. Galla- 
tin or some member of the house to whom I com- 
municated the contents or permitted to read it, must 
have informed him of it, I confess to you my anxiety 
on the subject of the Rhode Island petitions, would not 
permit me to delay sending your letter as requested; 
On the committee of commerce & manufactures it cer- 
tainly had an effect, because they had be lore the re- 
ception of it reported in favor of some of them, I 
believe the securities; afterwards it recommitted to 
the same Committee, because it was stated, there was 
more testimony to be laid before the committee, and 
after retaining them a considerable time. The Com- 
mittee asked to be discharged, & to have the petitions 
referred to the Comptroller, both motions o!)- 
tained, 

I have not heard, whether the comptroller has 
decided on them. The reference to the Comptroller, is 
rather a new proceeding in Congress, The general 
practice having been, not to refer subjects on which 
a Committee had acted to any department 

The Supreme Court lunderstandhavedecid *d in fa- 
vor of the sugar refiners. This question was brought 
before the Court by an appeal, from a circuit court, 
which decided against the refiners 

I know of nothing else either legislative, executive, 
or Judical worth telling, nor even the substance ot 
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the testimony which has been collected ag-ainst Judge 
Chase. 

I am Sir truly yrs 
Nathal Macon 
(Genl- John Steele 
Salisbury 
No Carolina) 

NOTE. 

' By the courtesy of Hon. R. J. Tracewell, the present 
Comptroller, I learn that there were conflicting" claims to the 
bounty offered for a four months fishing cruise by owner, mas- 
ter and crew of the schooner, employed. Congress ultimately 
paid the bounty to the owner or his agent. 

Macon to Steele. 

Washington 25 March 1804 
Sir 

Late la'^t evening I had the pleasure to receive 
yours of the 15- instant, and acknowledge it early this 
morning,lest the book of accounts should prevent my 
doing after breakfast 

Every thing this two clays past has been hurry, but 
yesterday the H. of R. cleared the table of every order 
of the day, on which it is expected it will act in the 
present session; some bills of real importance are yet 
before the Senate, and tomorrow is the day fixed for 
adjourning; The loss of the Philadelphia, and the ef- 
fects it may produce on Tripoli in particular and the 
Barbary powers in general are not easily to be calcu- 
lated, but the situation of the unfortunate captives 
is readily felt 

I am very sincerely your friend 
Nathl Macon 
(Genl Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTKS. 

" Bainbridge commanded the Philadelphia a 38 gun frigate. 
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in the war with Tripoli. On October 21, 1803 he chased an 
enemy cruiser into shoal water and, while hauling off, struck 
a reef. The Tripoli tan gunboats captured his vessel and suc- 
ceeded in floating her under the guns of the castle. Lieu- 
tenant Stephen Decatur was detailed by Commodore Preble 
to take seventy five men in a captured Tripolitan vessel to des- 
troy her. On the night of February 16th 1804 he ran into the 
harbor, boarded the Philadelphia, threw her crew .overboard, 
burned her to the water's edge and escaped without the loss 
of a man. 

A Treaty of Peace was made June 4th, 1805 by which Tri- 
poli agreed to cease depredations on our commerce, and on 
payment of $60,000. to release all American captives. 

Steele to Macon 

Salisbury June 7th 1804 
The want of something, My friend, which wd. be 
worth postage has delayed until now the pleasure I 
shd. otherwise have had of acknowledging sooner the 
receipt of a letter which you did me the favor to 
write to me about the close of the late session of Con- 
gress. It contained, if I remember rightly, the first 
intimation I received of the capture of the Frigate 
Philadelphia, and perceiving lately that though lost 
to us she is also by the gallant conduct of Capt Deca- 
tur lost to our inhuman enemies, the same occasion 
will serve to convey to you my condolence and my 
congratulation for these two events. This mode of 
balancing the account is the more ai^reeable to me 
too, as I am not in the habit of indulging myself in 
complaints about public or private misfortunes All 
nations and all men are liable to them, and when they 
happen '*a wise man has nothing to do but to sit 
down and digest them." I sincerely hope however, 
that our brave Tars will not remain long in captiv- 
ity, and that they will find a suitable remuneration 
for their sufferings in the gratitude of their 
country. 

You were kind enough last winter to give me some 
information concerning the 'Rhode Island pamphlet 
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but I have not yet learned the final issue of that ap- 
plication to the Government. The courts gave judg-- 
ment according to my construction — the Treasj. 
authorized stay of execution thai aj)i)lication might 
be made to the Legislature for relief as no other pow- 
er of the Government apt)eared competent to afford it 
Congress declined interference, discharged the com- 
niitte and transmitted the cases for further order to 
the Comptr. Here your last letter left the affair 
which on the part of Congress seemed equivalent 
to a direction to let the executions issue. Was this 
the impression at the time, or had the Treas}-. adopt- 
ed any more opinion concerning the law or the merits 
of the cases? 

I wish you would also inform me v^hethcr the ex- 
Justices ''of the District of Columbia have revived their 
application for a mandamus agt. the Secty. of State; 
and what appeared to be the opinion of the most sen- 
sible and dispassionate men in Congress as to the Ju- 
dicial manaoement of that subject The motion 3'ou 
know for a rule was dismissed but the Chief Justice 
in assigning the reasons of the court not only admit- 
ted the right of the applicants to redress but point- 
ed out (in terms sufficiently explicit to be under- 
stood) the mode of obtaininof it. 

A ^question of vast magnitude to the whole state 
of North Carolina and especially' to the inhabitants 
of what is called Lord Granville's part of it is to be 
decided by the same gentleman at the ensuing Federal 
court at Raleigh. It is not possible that as indi- 
viduals we are in any danger of losing, or of even 
being disturbed in the p(;ssessi(m of our estates by 
the decision: — but nevertheless as a public question 
it is entitled to attention and as citizens of a com- 
munity so deepl\ implicated both in its political 
character and its pecuniar}^ interests, it is natural 
that we shd. feel an unusual degree of solicitude. 
The payment of quit rents alone (even since the 
Treaty of peace) unconnected with any question con- 
cerning the right of soil wd. produce very ^reat em- 
barassments: — a decision of both agt. us would be at- 
tended with the most serious consequences. I think 
I have heard some years ago, that a similar ^ques 
tion was decided in the courts of Virginia in relation 
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to the title and claims of one of the Proprietors there 
perhaps Lord Fairfax, and that our presiding Judge 
first as Counsel on the part of Lord F. and after- 
wards in \ irtue of ay^/V// interest w«is concerned and 
had the principal manag-ement of the cause, I am 
not sufficiently informed to say whether there is any 
anlaog-y in the cises, and if there be, whether the de- 
cisions in Virginia were of a nature to increase or 
diminish our apprehensions. It is probable your 
neig-libor 5 Judge Hall understands this subject fully. 
Perhaps it has been considered at the seat of Govt. 
Be so good as to favor ine with your ideas, and in- 
formation upon it. — 

I have lately seen, and not till lately the pam- 
phk't of Aristides, ^ in vindication of Mr. Burr. It 
indicates a deg*ree of rancorous irritation among men 
in the State of New York of which I had supposed 
the americ:in character was not yet susceptible. It 
is indeed to be lamented, that instead of union and 
affection we shd. discover in any part of our country 
such evident symptoms of deep rooted animosity and 
distraction. Contemplating scenes ol civil discord 
the great and good Jos. Addison might well exclaim 
"Gods what havock doth ambition make among your 
works." 

Yours sincerely. Adieu 

Jno. Steele 
Nathaniel Macon Esqr. 

Let me know if you please to what part of the 
country Mr. Orr has removed from the City of 
Washington. I wish to write to him but do not 
know by what mail. 

J.S. 
Civilians are not better agreed on any point in the 
whole science of Govt, than that party spirit is the 
evil genius of republicks and that the dangers to be 
apprehended from its excess are in exact proportion 
to the degree of freedom enjoyed within, and the re- 
moteness of hostility from without. This considera- 
tion alone shd. induce virtuons men in high public 
stations who derive thence an increased portion of 
influence in society to endeavor not vainly to depre- 
cate its existence, for in the nature of free govern- 
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ments it cannot be prevented; but by the inculcation 
of wise^ just, and patriotic maxims of administra- 
tions to moderate its effects, which is all that is at- 
tainable or perhaps even desirable. A coolings reg- 
imen is best calculated to preserve unimpaired the 
health and vigor of the american body politic, and 
to give proper employment and direction to its in- 
tellectual powers. With respect to the Southern 
States I am sure this treatment is necessary and 
would prove salutary. Those who recommend a 
difft. course are weak passionate or ambitious men; 
some of them sincere perhaps in their opinions, but 
certainly not profoundly skilled in the leading prin- 
ciples of civil society, the nature of man, and the 
conflicting interests of our country geographically 
considered. 

NOTES. 

' See note to letter of 26 February, 1804. 

'The Supreme Court, in Marbury vs Madison, held that 
while it had not original jurisdiction it did have appellate 
jurisdiction. Marbury however did not bring suit in the 
lower court, probably because he had only a five year term, 
and so much time would elapse before he could get a decree, 
the g-ain would not justify the expense. 

3 Earl Granville alone of the Lords Proprietors refused to 
surrender his one eighth title to Carolina. His share was al- 
lotted to him in severalty in 1774, being the land between the 
Virginia line and 34° 36' N. He sold many tracts reserving- 
quit-rents. The test suit brought by his heirs against Wm. 
R. Davie and Josiah Collins was tried in Raleig-h before the 
circuit court of the United States, Judge Henry Potter pre- 
siding. Chief Justice Marshal declined sitting because of his 
connection with similar claims before going on the bench. 
The jury decided against the plaintiffs and they appealed to 
the Supreme Court of the United States. The appeal was 
not prosecuted. Great Britian had accepted three millions of 
dollars in discharge of debts due her subjects, but the states, 
being only recommended to restore ^confiscated lands, never 
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complied. Wm, Gaston was leading- counsel for the Gran- 
ville heirs and Duncan Cameron for the defence. 

* See note to next letter. 

* The pamphlet of '*Aristides" was in behalf of Burr, a 
vicious attack on his opponents, the Clintons, Livingston, 
Hamilton and others. The author was William Peter Van 
Ness. 

'Judg-e John Hall afterwards Supreme Court Judg-e of 
North Carolina. 

Macon to Steele. 

Reck Spring 2 July 1804 . 
Sir 

I yesterday had the pleasure to receive yours of 
the 22 ultimo: and sincerely regret that it is not in 
my power, to give such an answer to your enquiry 
concerning the fate of the Rhode Island petition as 
would please myself, before leaving Washington and 
after I had finished my business with the Treasury & 
bank, I called at the Comptrollers office with no other 
view, than to ascertain, whether he had finally deter- 
mined the case, and to enquire what that determi- 
nation was, provided he had made one; He was not 
in the Treasury department at the time: I however 
understood, though not officially that he had decided 
in favor of the prayer of the petition; on what ground 
the opinion was formed I do not understand; The 
decision made by you, wouldl am sure have been con- 
firmed by the H. of R. and I entertain no doubt but 
there were some, who voted for the reference, under 
the belief that the decision would be confirmed by the 
present officer, without perhaps reflecting much on 
the nature of the reference. This opinion is in some 
measure entertained, because the vote to refer was 
taken without debate, and I know that there were 
members, who are in the habit of speaking who ap- 
proved of your decision; I also understood, that the 
present officer was exceedingly sorry that it was re- 
ferred 

I have not heard any thing of Medeterranian af- 
fairs more than you have seen in the papers. Though 
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I believe the P- would willingly be at peace with 
them as well as the rest of the world; provided peace 
would be had on fair & honest principles; This 
opinion is formed only on the general conduct of the 
man 

The case of the heirs of Lord Granville is not now 
talked much of, with us, it is generally said he will 
not recover; and most, if not all seem satisfied with the 
opinion; I have not heard the opinion of any Law- 
yer or Judge. It was made an objection to the treaty 
negotiated by Mr. Jay, that it would at least induce 
the heirs to put up a claim and Mr. Tracey' of Con- 
necticut, then in the h mse examined the question, and 
declared detidedly that the heirs could never recover 
one foot 

The Fairfax claim ^ was purchased (as I have un- 
derstood, or rather as well as 1 now recollect, what I 
formerly heard,) about the time of the treaty, suits 
were brought, Mr. Marshall was a partner in the pur- 
chase, his brother James made the contract with the 
English claimant, whether Mr. M. appeared as coun- 
sel for the plaintiff I do not recollect, but he certain- 
ly was in fact, the leading counsel, whether he 
appeared at the bar or not; The State of Virginia 
and the purchasers of Fairfax at last compromised 
but I do not know on what principle the compromise 
took place 

Patience will bring everything right in a free 
country, and if contrary to my expectations the claim 
is supported, we must exercise the same patience, 
which we have done, on other great questions. The 
assembly I hope will not touch or meddle with the 
subject at their next meeting 

Permit me to assure you, that the sentiments of 
respect which you have expressed are & always have 
been reciprocated by 

yrs sincerely 
(Genl. John Steele " Nathl Macon 

Salisbury 
No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' Uriah Tracy, Senator from Connecticut; a lawyer; member 
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of House of Representatives 1793 to 1796 and of the Senate 
1796-1807, He contended (a)that North Carolina succeeded to 
Granville's, as well as the crown lands, by the Act of Indepen- 
dence, (b) North Carolina's claim was g"Ood by Acts of Con- 
fiscation, (c) That the treaties of 1783 and 1794 conferred 
right only on those who owned lands at those dates. It was 
reported that the Granville heirs had received ^^60,000 from 
the British treasury as compensation for their losses. 

^ Thomas, Lord Fairfax, of Greenway Court, in the Noth- 
ern Neck, between the Potomac and the Rappahannock. He 
owned over 5,000,000 acres of Virginia lands. He died in 1781 
devising part of his estate to his nephew Denny, afterwards 
Lord Fairfax, a resident of England. Messrs. Marshall, Col- 
ston and Lee bought the interest of this nephew. After liti- 
gation, John Marshall, attorney, also one of the purchasers, 
in 1796 made a compromise with the state, which was carried 
into effect by an Act of the Assembly. The devisee of Lord 
Fairfax, and their assignees relinquished all claims to those 
Fairfax lands, ''which were waste and unappropriated at the 
time of the death of the elder Lord Fairfax, and the state of 
Virginia relinquished all claims to lands specifically appro- 
priated by the said Lord Fairfc x to his own use, either by 
deed or actual survey." The act was passed '*on the petition 
of sundry inhabitants of the counties of Hampshire, Hardy 
and Shenandoah." 

Macon to Steele. 

Washington 12 Deer. 1804 
Sir 

This place has during the present session been 
one continued calm, no political event has hitherto 
produced any warmth on either side, nor is there yet 
a motion made, which will change this happy state 
of affairs, but a report which must be made on the 
petition of those generally denominated yazoo men, 
will probably destroy the quiet of the session, this 
opinion is formed rather from former debates, than 
any thing that I have heard since coming here; Not- 
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withstanding this temperate state of the house, the 
intercourse between those of different politics, is not 
more frequent than formerly; 

The city is uncommonly dull, and houses increase 
faster than inhabitants a few new ones are building", 
while some of those already built are not inhabited, 

Georgetown has improved a little particularly the 
streets since you saw it. 

It is believed by those who pretend to be best in- 
formed, that Tripoli' will soon be compelled to peace; 
if this should be the case, atid the European belleger- 
ent powers not infringe our neutral rights, we shall 
soon be in a situation to reduce the tax on some im- 
ported article, 

This letter will convince you, that nothing but a 
desire to write to you, could be the cause of writing 
— yrs truly 

Nathl Macon. 
(Genl. John Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' In 1795 four land companies, by bribery as was believed, 
obtained from the General assembly of Georgia grants for 
about 35,000,000 acres, about half of the territory between 
the Georgia line and the Mississippi river, for $500,000 or 
about one and a half cents per acre. In 1796 a new legisla- 
ture passed an act revoking the sale, and many of the stock- 
holders surrendered their contracts. Many, however, sold 
their claims to persons in New England and elsewhere who 
stood in the light of innocent purchasers. In Fletcher vs. 
Peck the Supreme Court sustained their title, the repealing act 
being unconstitutional. In 1802 Georgia ceded the territory 
west of her limits to the United States. The purchasers from 
the grantors of 1795 applied to Congress to perfect their titles 
or compensate them in money. John Randolph opposed them 
fiercely and succeeded in postponing action for years. In 
1813 Congress compromised the matter for $5,000,000, paya- 
ble out of the sales of the land in question. 
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It is noticeable that Randolph was defeated for this Con- 
fess by John W. Eppes. Able commissioners, Madison, Gal- 
latin, Levi Lincoln, with James Jackson, Secretary Baldwin 
and Governor Milledge, had recommended a compromise. 

Steele to Macon. 

Salisbury Jany. 17th, 1805. 
Dear Sir, 

About four weeks ag'o I had the pleasure to re- 
ceive your much esteemed favor of the 12th of Decem- 
ber and wd. have acknowledged my oblig-ations to 
you for it sooner, if an entire failure in the arrival of 
our'Mails since that time (occasioned by uncommonly 
deep' snows) had not prevented me. Your kindness 
in remembering an absent friend is entitled to the 
best return which a sincere and grateful heart can 
make: — mine I trust you will always find duly sensi- 
ble of your attentions and devoted to the cultivation 
of those friendly dispositions which in every situation, 
but especially in a retired one, constitute a principal 
share of our be^ enjoyments. — In private life, it is 
natural that a man should appretiate highly the of- 
fices of personal regard, and when these come, like 
yours, from one of a diff t party name they win upon 
the heart not as friendly attentions merely but as in- 
dications of candor and liberality rising superior to 
the prejudices and passions of the times. To the 
want of a sufficient degree of this same spirit of can- 
dor and liberality is to be ascribed that distance and 
reserve which you inform me still continue to be kept 
up among the Members of Congress — This state of 
things, however we may unite in lamenting its exist- 
ence is an evil not to be cured while both parties be- 
lieve or pretend to believe, the fault to be with their 
opponents and not with themselves as if virtue and 
vice were synonomous with party distinctions — 
Those who in a party sense have been Federalists (for 
you must notice here as in former letters that I speak 
of that party as having been^ because it was in my 
opinion dissolved at the conclusion of the late gener- 
al peace when the French revolution terminated, and 
our proclamation of neutrality of 1793 and the great- 
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er part of the measures which grew out of it had their 
effect) charge 1-2 of your party with maintaining- the 
odious doctrine of a general expulsion of all who are 
called Federalists from office, and the other and better 
because less unjust and irrational half, with the toler- 
ation of those who are ifi but the rig-id exclusion of 
all who are ^«/. This last, they say, not less than 
the first is a departure from the broad and generous 
principle avowed in the President's inauguration 
speech, which is the only one that can or ought to 
last, and that indiscriminate exclusion for matters of 
opinion with reference to our disputes, is in effect not 
merely to *'call by different names brethren of the 
same principle*' but to treat one class of brethren 
worse than Aliens. Although the Federal party in 
the sense which I have supposed the proper one may 
be dissolved, the individuals continue, and nothwith- 
standing the submission of many of them to the will 
of the majority in changing the Administration, their 
explicit approbation of some of the acts of Govern- 
ment since (particularly the acquisition of Lousiana 
and the measures adopted for the reduction of the 
Funded debts) an entire cordiality in their intercourse 
with your party, either in or out of Congivss, is not 
in the nature of things to be expected, while their in- 
discriminate exclusion is either openly vindicated, or 
tacitly adhered to as a maxim of administration. It 
would well become a man of your independence and in- 
fluence to inculcate the injustice and narrowness of 
such a sentiment, and that being, though in a less 
violent degree than expulsion, a species of political 
persecution you may easily show that it cannot stand 
a temperate and enlightened examination. Another 
reason will of course occur to you that from the tend- 
ency of elections in some of the States it must have 
become manifest of late to the good men of your par- 
ty, that in southern sections at least they have more 
to apprehend from another quarter than from the Fed- 
eralists, and that however complete your party tri- 
umphs may seem to be, they cannot have beneficial 
and permanent effects, unless you guard agt. the arts 
and violent counsels of your Exclusionists. Had Majr 
Franjclin^ understood this subject better, had he 
turned his eyes in time to the quarter whence real op- 
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position came, he might perhaps been continued six 
yrs. longer! ! ! Here my friend, let your own reflec- 
tions supply the rest. What I have suggested has at 
least the merit of being disinterested, and proceeds 
from that unreserved confidence which has character- 
ized all my intercourse with you: — an intercourse be- 
gun when opinions were free, long before political 
differences were sharpened into animosity, and sus- 
tained without interruption through the most viru- 
lent seasons of it. 

Not having seen a newspaper for some weeks, ow- 
ing to the detentipn of four mails I am as ignorant of 
what is going on at Washington since the date of 
your letter as the man in the Moon. These privations 
which only disappoint my curiosity a little are not 
however without their advantage, for they leave my 
mind more unoccupied and better fitted to pursue a 
course of reading which keeps me employed with the 
hope of becoming a more intelligent and useful mem- 
ber of society. In this pursuit I have moved on for 
two years past with greater assiduity and success than 
in any other equal period of my life; a good arrange- 
ment of my little estate leaving me but few cares or 
interruptions except such as proceed occasionally from 
the want of health in my family, and these visits 
which are only autumnal I shall endeavour to pre- 
vent after another year by a temporary residence an- 
nually at the Botetourt springs^ or some other civil- 
ized place where I can keep my wife and children well. 
Twenty acres of cottcm more than my overseer at 
Lethe is preparing to plant for the next crop will en- 
able me to do this, and then ( - my own health being 
already quite robust) I shall be as happy as peace of 
mind, and good will to all the sons of Adam can make 
me. Of this long, and the misanthrope would per- 
haps say shabby list, there is not one who would 
serve you with more pleasure or who is with greater 
sincerity and truth your friend than the one who now 
wishes you an happy new yr. and many of them, full 
of honor and uninterrupted satisfaction 

Adieu 

Jno. Steele. 
Nathaniel Macon Esqr. 

House of Representatives 
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It will require some g-reatness of mind on both sides 
to search dispassionately for the causes of this, 
and still more perhaps to apply a rational and 
well timed remedy. 

There are times when passions are necessary but 
such are not the present. Your best Doctors and 
Dr. Macon among the rest, I have no doubt 
recommend a cooling* regimen as the best means 
of abating that fever which has brought, and 
must if not checked continue to bring noisy and 
inferior men into places of distinction. You 
want, especially from the Southern States, clear 
headed, well informed, virtuous men: — whether 
your chance of obtaining them be increased or 
diminished by the doctrine of exclusion is a very 
simple question. 

NOTES. 

' A similar snow fell in North Carolina in 1857. 

' The Treaty of Amiens, March 25th, 1802, negotiated by 
Lord Cornwallis and Joseph Buonaparte, concluding the war 
between England and France and their respective allies. 
The peace proved to be only a truce and was ended in 1803. 
General Steele's notion that the Federal party came to its 
end in 1802, proved to be illusQry. Jefferson seemed to ap- 
prove it when he said in his first message; ''We have called 
by different names brethren of the same principle. We are 
all Federalists — all Republicans." 

Uesse Franklin, U. S. Senator 1789-1805. State Senator 
1805 and 1806. U. S. Senator again 1807-'13; Governor of 
North Carolina 1820-'21. In 1805 he was defeated by James 
Turner. 

*In the mountains of Virginia. 

Maco7i to Steele, 

Washington 19 Jany, 1805 
Sir 

This Session of Congress has not hitherto produced 
a fact, worth writing which may not be seen in every 
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news paper in the U. S. It is possible I may have 
told you this once before; The debates have g-ener- 
ally been conducted with moderation & temper not- 
withstanding there has been a subject or two, which 
in their nature must have very much interested the 
feeling-s of many; of this kind is the present trade to 
St- Doming-o; which is chiefly carried on by. armed 
vessels, without authority for arming-, and mostly it 
is believed in articles contraband of war; The armed 
vessels as well as their warlike carg-oes are under- 
stood to be sold in the Island at very high prices; 
This kind of trade must I conceive produce the same 
sensations, in tlie European governments, who have 
colonies in the West Indies, as it will produce in the 
states whose population is not all of the same condi- 
tion and color; The Government of France ', which 
has not yielded the idea of conquering the Island, and 
reducing the inhabitants to the situation they were 
in before the revolution; may view this merchantile 
project, in rather a more strong light, than the other 
European Nations; A bill to regulate the arming of 
merchant vessels has passed the H. of R. and is now 
before the Senate, The bill is scarcely strong enough 
I fear, to produce the desired effect, when the great 
profit of the trade is considered 

To restrain if possible, by law the violation of our 
neutrality and our neutral rights in our waters, will 
be a subject of some difficulty, the opinions which 
have been expressed on this point are various indeed, 
no decisive vote has yet been taken by which an 
opinion may be formed, as to the result, 

The British Government are I am informed deter- 
mined to enforce their navigation law% This will 
probably if rightly carried into execution, give some 
uneasiness to our Merchants & navigators, and may 
possibly during the present session give rise to a 
motion or two if nothing else; This determination 
will doubtless produce in the U. S. many projects to 
countervail, almost every politician will have a plan, 
and each of them will fancy his own quite certain to 
produce the desired effect; Whenever a step shall be 
taken on this ground, must be examined in the most 
deliberate manner; it effects may come to every man 
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at home, It will also produce as serious consequences 
to the people of Britain. 

I hav6 not heard, who the new ^ attorney general 
is to be; before this you have seen that Mr. Lincoln 
has resigfned — It is reported, that there is some dif- 
ficulty in getting- one to accept 

We have a very severe and very dull winter in the 
city — I am Sir yrs truly 

. Nathl Macon 
(General John Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' The eastern part of Santo Domingo under the Spaniards 
was not affected by the rebellion in the western part 1791- 
'97. In 1795 Spain ceded its rights in the island to France, 
In 1801 Toussaint Louverture ruled the island. In 1802 the 
French occupied it, but were driven out of the western part, 
retaining their hold in the eastern until 1809, when the Eng- 
lish captured Santo Domingo and Samana and gave them to 
her ally Spain. 

''The chief object of the navigation law at this time was to 
prevent Americans and other neutrals from carrying French 
and Spanish sugar from the West Indies to Europe. 

3 Robert Smith, of Maryland, was transferred from the 
Navy Department to the Attorney Generalship. After hold- 
ing the office for a few months he was appointed Secretary of 
State. In 1811 Madison replaced him by James Monroe. 
He was succeeded in the office of Attorney General by John 
Breckinridge, grandfather of vice-President John C. Breckin- 
ridge; Senator from Kentucky 1804-'05. Caesar A. Rodney, 
of Delaware, was successor to Breckinridge, who died in 
December, 1806. 

Macon to Steele. 

Washington 3 March 1805 
Sir 

I have received your letter and owe you answer, 
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which I have not before g*iven; can only now say what 
you know, that the session is almost at an end, and 
that I am truly 

Yrs, 
Nathl Macon 
Debating- a bill to add to the pension list 

(Genl- John Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

NOTES, 

Endorsed on this letter in Gen. Steele's hand writing is the 
following, doubtless his mode of cultivating his plantation 
Lethe, 

1805 ^Ch. side 50 cotton *Peg H. 40 oats ^Barnf. 60 wheat ^Bottom 20 corn 

1806 •• oats " wheat " cotton " 60 corn 

1807 '• wheat " 65 cotton " corn " oats 
^1808 " " com " oats '• wheat 

1809 " 65 corn " 65 oats '• 65 wheat " 65 cotton 

Total, 260 acres. 

' Names of his different fields. We can only guess that 
Ch. side is Chilly side and Peg H. is Peg Hill. Barn field and 
Bottom are sufficiently plain. The list is printed in order to 
show the rotation of crops adopted by Genera) Steele, as well 
as approximately the size of his farm. As plantations in his 
day had a generous quantity of woodland. I conjecture that 
Lethe contained 800 to 1000 acres. 

'Ch. side was ^'turned out," or lay fallow in 1808. 

Macon to Steele, 

Washington 10 Jany 1808 
Sir 

The letter you wrote to me on the 20 - ultimo,came 
to hand yesterday. The contents was immediately 
communicated to Mr. Turner, 'who instantly answered 
that his agent in Carolina had informed him, that his 
horses were en*i;-aged for the next season, and that if 
they had not, he would most willingly let you have 
one on the usual terms; I do not know where either of 
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the horses mentioned by you are to stand next springy, 
nor do I know to whom either of them belong; Whip 
was last year in Georgia 

Mr. Turner informed me that he expected the pedi- 
gree & performance of his horses would be published 
in the news papers, he has them not with him, or I 
would send them to you He also informed me that 
Mao^ic would stand this season in your neighborhood 
and that he would sell one; I was this morning at 
Genl. Blount' lodgings, where the conversation turn- 
edon horses, he had in his possession several volumes 
of the Sporting Magazine he turned to one, and 
read an account of the winners for 1806, in which 
Mountaineer a son of Magic won 13 times that year 

It is I think quite probable that all the stallions of 
note, are engaged before this for the next season 

lam sorry that you should make any apology for 
writing, your letters are always gratifing and accep- 
table, & I have more spare time than usual, because 
my health will not permit me, to be engaged so zeal- 
ously in business as formerly 

What is to be the result of our disputes with foreign 
nations God only knows; The last account from Nor- 
folk is that Mr. Rose^ was still on board the Frigate 
in which he arrived, It has been said that the neces- 
sary orders were issued for his landing before his ar- 
rival, and that they had been repeated since, I know 
nothing as to the truths of these facts, but give them 
as I have heard them; France will probably now ex- 
ecute her decree,* of the 21 Novr. -6, against G-Bri- 
tian; This if done, will be felt by us and will I think 
add to the difficulty of settling our affairs with Great 
Britain and there seems to be difficulties enough al- 
ready to puzzle the wisest head; France & G. Britain 
may be compared to a Tiger & Shark, each destroy- 
ing every thing that comes in their way, their late 
conduct to Denmark and Portugal, without recurring 
to any other fact is enough to establish the propriety 
of the above 

By the public prints you have discovered, that Con- 
gress have made very liberal appropriations^ for for- 
tifications and gun boats, to this liberality I have no 
claim; the first seems now to be almost useless in 
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Europe, and as to the second, we ought to have a lit- 
tle more experience before we adopt it as a system of 
defence, 

I am very much & sincerely 
Yrs. 

Nathl Macon 
Mr. Steele. 

NOTES. 

* Governor James Turner. 

See letter of September 15, 1802. Note 1. 

'Thomas Blount of North Carolina. Lieut, at Eutaw, 
Major General of militia. Representative in Congress 1793- 
'99, 1805- '09 and 1811- 12, died in Washington City, Februa- 
ry 12, 1812. He was a younger brother of General and 
Senator Wm. Blount. 

' George Rose was British minister to the United States 
1807-'08 to settle the difficulty arising from the attack on the 
Chesapeake by the Leopard. The President had issued a 
proclamation, interdicting all armed vessels of Great Britain 
from the waters of the United States & forbidding all supplies 
to and intercourse with them. Vessels in distress or bearing 
dispatches were excepted. Mr. Rose under instructions re- 
fused to consider the question of the Chesapeake outrage un- 
less this proclamation should be withdrawn. The President 
offered to withdraw it on the same day that the reparation 
should be made. This was declined on the ground that the 
proclamation was offensive. Mr. Rose likewise objected to 
including the right of searching merchant vessels for British 
seamen. As no agreement was reached he returned to En- 
land. In 1809 the affair was settled, the act of Captain Hum- 
phrey of the Leopard was disavowed, the men taken from the 
Chesapeake restored an.d provision for the sufferers was offered. 
The British minister announced that he considered the non- 
intercourse act of the preceding session as placing France and 
England on the same footing and hence was willing to offer 
reparation. 
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^The Berlin Decree. It declared the British Isles in a state 
of blockade, and all British merchandise, even on neutral vessels 
to be lawful prize. It greatly injured the United States. 

In 1793 and 1794 England prohibited trade with France. 
November 11th, 1807 a sweeping order was made prohibiting- 
trade from the United States to any European . country 
under Napoleon's power. 

5 103 g-unboats were built. Thomas Paine was employed to 
defend the policy of relying- on them. He endeavored to show 
that seventy four g-uns on seventy four vessels would do twice 
as much damag-e as seventy four g-uns on one vessel, and 
would cost much less. The experiment was not successful. 

Macon to Steele. 

Washing-ton 20 Feby 1809 
Sir 

I have received the letter which 'you wrote to me 
on the 29 Ultimo, our affairs are still as perplexed as 
ever, what course Cong-ress may take during- the ses- 
sion, relative to our foreig-n affairs is yet doubtful in 
my opinion 

By this mail I send you a message of the Presi- 
dent, which is a valuable collection of the wrongs 
that bellig-erents have inflicted on neutrals 
I am much & sincerely 

Yrs. 

Nathl Macon 
(Genl. John Steele 
Salisbury 

No Carolina) 

Macon to Yancey, 

Buck Spring ^ 20 June 1820 
Sir 

I have received your letter of the 2-instant, and 
thank you for the trouble about the linnen, if you 
should g-et it, it will answer for another year, but as 
it is now too late for this; trouble yourself no more 
about it, if however you have got it, send as before 
requested 
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As I never did nor never shall shyhog,'' I only 
know, what was to be seen or heard about it at the 
last session, much was done and more openly about 
the Missouri compromise than I ever witnessed be- 
fore; I have no dQUl)t, it would not have taken place, 
had not the administration, and the supposed leaders 
of those opposed to it, declared in favor of it, after 
Storrs'^ motion had been rejected; which would have 
g-iven two deg-rees more to the people of the south; 
The history of the transaction is too long- for a let- 
ter: of the ^reat men at Washing-ton, Crawford * I 
think rather stands highest, though he not so high 
as he has done; Monroe has no opposition in Con- 
gress, nor has he much real support, it is a sort of 
calm, all looking beyond him; Adams has a few warm 
supporters, a part of them from local conisiderations, 
and others for his violent defence ^ of the attack of 
the Spanish forts in Florida; Calhoun stands well 
with the military; the manufacturers not so well as 
formerly, though well enough, and with those for in- 
ternal improvements very high Clay stands high with 
the two last mentioned, what his plans, are I know 
not, had Tomkins ^ have been elected Governor, he 
would no doubt have been a candidate or rather run 
for the Vice President, I should not be surprised, if 
he attends the next session of Congress 

I have no desire for any place & shall attend the 
next session of Cong^ress, because the Missouri ques- 
tion, may return on the admission of the state to the 
union; If Holmes^ & Hill should be elected Sena- 
tors from Maine, they will strengthen the Senate on 
the question, which is now believed to be strong 
enough for the admission, but may weaken the H. 
of R. 

I sincerely hope you may call here on your way to 
Halifax, I am very desirous to see you; The last 
was the most disagreeable session I ever attended, 
though I have seen some more hot & boisterous 

R. King^ has I think lost ground, with his party; 
Pinkney' ^ & Smith' '° replies to him on the Missouri 
bill, lessened his reputation as a statesman and pub- 
lic speaker, or rather his own speech done it: Re- 
member me in right down good will to your wife & 
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children I should be truly glad to see them believe 
me your friend 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr. Bartlett Yancey 

Caswell C. H. 

No Carolina)- 

NOTES. 

' Mr. Macon's Plantation home. 

' Often used by Mr. Macon. The word is undoubtedly met- 
aphorical, taken from ''beating- the woods" for shy, or run- 
away hogs. 

3 Henry R. Storrs, of Connecticut; settled in New York. 
Representative in C<|ngr^ss, 1817-21 and 1823-31. His mo- 
tion was that slavery ^vest of the Mississippi should be inter- 
dicted in the territory 'north of thirty eight degrees. 

'^ William Harris Crawford, of Georgia. His paralytic 
stroke was not until the summer of 1823. He never recovered 
his vigor of mind and bcfdy though he long clung to the hope 
of being President. He was Secretary of War 1815 to 1816, 
and Secretary of the Treasury 1816 to ,1825. 

5 The seizure by General, Jackson of' the posts of St. Marks 
and Pensacola, and the fortress of Barancas, on the ground 
that the Spaniards harbored hostile Indians and instigatad 
invasions of the United States. John Quincy Adams, was 
Secretary of State. T4ie House of Representatives sustained 
Jackson by 91 to 65. (jalhoun, the Secretary of War, disap- 
proved Jackson's course. After several years, Jackson 
learned this from Crawford and became hostile to Calhoun. 

^Daniel D. Tompkins, of New York, Vice President from 
1817 to his death in 1825; Governor during the war of 1812. 

^John Holmes, Senator from Maine, 1820 to 1827, and 
1829-'33. 

Mark L. Hill was a Representative from Maine, 1821-23. 

John Chandler was the other Senator from Maine,*1820-'29. 

Maine was admitted into the Union April 15th, 1820. 

*Rufus King; Born in Massachusetts; Delegate to the Con- 
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tinental Congress, 1784-86, and to the National Constitu- 
tional Convention, 1787; Removed to New York City, 1788; 
United States Senator, l789-'96, and 1813-'2S; Minister to 
Great Britain, 1796-1803, and again 182S-'26. 

'William Pinkney, of Maryland. One of the Commis- 
sioners under Jay's Treaty. Minister to Great Britain^ 1706- 
'11; Attorney General of United States, 1811-'14; Represen- 
tative in Congress, 1816; Minister to the two Sicilies, then to 
Russia, 1816-'18; United States Senator, 1820, to his death 
in 1822. After his speech in reply to King, the latter shook 
his hand and said, '*Sir, you have acquitted yourself to-day 
as a scholar, a statesman, and a gentleman." 

'° William Smith, of South Carolina, was Senator, 1817-23, 
and 1826-'31; twice refused appointment as Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States; Removed to Alabama 
in 1833; was opposed to nullification. 

Macon to Bartlett Yancey ^ 

Washington 29 Jany 1824 
Sir 

It was said of old, that one good turn deserves an- 
other; They may not be of equal value; though the 
desire of each may be equally friendly; The opin- 
ions of the court of Kentucky,^' & your reasons for a 
new trial, have been received, for which accept my 
.thanks: A Juryman is not allowed to be a Judge of 
law, but only of facts, unless in criminal prosecu- 
tions; hence it is not fit for me, even to attempt to 
decide between such mighty law characters; It may 
however be allowed to observe that in trials, of the 
very greatest importance; if the shadow of doubt 
exist in the mind of the 6ourt a new trial ought to 
be granted; nay where the interest of a whole society 
may be at stake, it might be worthy of a Court, to 
grant a new trial, to convince the most interested; 
that his case, was not decided without a patient & 
vigilant investigation 

The constitution of the U. S. ought to be executed, 
as it was explained by its friends in the state conven- 
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tions which adopted it; The same remark will ap- 
ply to the amendments which have been made to it, 
to take by construction or implication more power, 
than was claimed by them; seems to savour of de- 
ception, nay almost of a fraud on the people; One 
reason for adopting it, was to gtt clear of paper 
money & to have but one currency in the nation; Un- 
fortunately however power has been assumed to es- 
tablish banks & they issue a paper currency, which 
is not of the same value, in the same state; Credit 
is the effect of property or g-ood character; unless the 
morals be perfectly sure, it often shakes both; nego- 
tiable paper of all sorts; results from Credit & that 
from want of money, which is rendered more scarce 
by the use of credit; which was intended to supply 
the want; Every kind of negotiable paper adds to 
the evil & increases the tendency to render money 
more Scarce 

I fear these observations are too old fashioned for 
you, though they were once, in good repute with the 
old republicans: as they are out of fashion, they are 
only intended for your own eyes, & not for those of 
any other person; That happiness & prosperity may 
attend you, & all that are near and dear is the sin- 
cere wish of 

yr. friend 

Nathl Macon 

Add that the currency of banks is alien, in states 
which did not establish them, & that all debtors are 
liable for hard money: Indeed the branch banks of 
the U. S. are almost alien to each other & to the 
mother bank 

NM 

NOTES. 

' Bartlett Yancey was a lawyer, and one of the most influ- 
ential men of his day in North Carolina. He was a Repre- 
sentative in Congress, 1813-'l7; Speaker of the State Senate, 
18l7-'28. He declined the mission to Peru, tendered by 
Adams. 

""Mr. Macon probably speaks of Briscoe vs. Bank of Ken- 
tucky, 11 Peters, 257, which decided that the bills of a bank 
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chartered by a state are not ''bills of credit/' which are pro- 
hibited by the constitution, even thoug-h the state is sole 
stock holder and agrees to pay the bills in case of failure by 
the bank. 

Macon to Yancey. 

Washing-ton 7 Feby 1824 
Sir . ■ 

If you are not at home, when this letter g-ets to 
Caswell-C-H-; It may stay in the office; or Mrs. Yan- * 
cey may take it, open it & read it, & then keep it for 
you 

It was written to a much esteemed friend, who be- 
fore it was sent, came here, & as I hate to write for 
or to no body it is transmitted to you, not that I 
think it any great thing, but that I had rather you 
had it than to burn it, which you may do 

Gales & Seaton's ' paper yesterday announced the 
ante caucus "" determination, & the invitation to one; 
Crawford ^ is much mended since my last, & told me 
last night, that he was mending fast in every re- 
spect 

It is reported that the friends of Clay & Calhoun 
continue to be the most industrious; & that Clay ex- 
erts himself very much; I have been told that all 
unite against Crawford, & against a caucus; He 
however I am almost certain has more than 80 friends 
in Congress, perhaps near one 100 — God bless you & 
yours 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr. Bartlett Yancey 

Caswell C-H- 

No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' Joseph Gales and William W. Seaton. Their paper was 
the National Intelligencer, 1807-'60. They also published 
the Annals of Cong-ress, in forty two volumes. 

"^ Mr. Macon means the anti-caucus call. His prediction 
was not verified. Only 66 out of 261 members of Congress 
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attended. Crawford and Gallatin were nominated. This 
last Congressional Caucus was held February 14th, 1824. 

'Crawford had a stroke like paralysis before this and it 
was used ag-ainst his candidacy. 

Macon to Tancey, 

Washing-ton 24 Feby 1824 
Sir 

It is now believed here, & some say known, that 
Calhoun ' has withdrawn from the contest for the 
presidency; & that his friends will support Genl. 
Jackson; I have heard, whether truly or not, I do 
not know that the g-reatest exertions are to be made, 
for the General in North Carolina,'' I mention this, 
that you may be advised early of the doing-s & ex- 
pectations here; 

I have heard that a meeting- was to take place last 
Saturday at Warrenton to nominate the General; 
when I left home a great majority in the county ap- 
peared to be for Crawford, & I imagine are yet so; a 
meeting for the same purpose, was to take place in 
Hillsborough, the day not recollected 
God bless you & yours 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr. Bartlett Yancey 

Caswell C- H- 

No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' Calhoun did withdraw and was nominated for the Vice 
Presidency. 

'North Carolina cast her 15 electoral votes for Jackson and 
Calhoun. In the House of Representatives a majority of her 
members cast the vote of the State for Crawford. 

Macon to Yancey, 

Washington 31-March 1824 
Sir ^ 

Since my last not much if any change is understood 
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to have taken place, in relation to the presidential 
election; Genl. Smith ' of Maryland told me yesterday, 
that he believed Crawford was g-aining- in that state. 
Some of the New England members, also say he is in 
their opinion gaining there: But reports are in cir- 
culation that he is losing in our native N-C- Did you 
only know the Pennsylvania member "" who is consid- 
ered the best advised about public opinion in N. C. 
you would be surprised, if not mortified 

What will be the vote of the Senate on the tariff ^ 
bill & that for internal improvement by federal g'ov- 
ernment not known,, a near one is expected 

I wish, that I could see you & your family; In the 
present unsettled state of the politics of the country, 
it is desirable that the republicahs should be always 
at their post; power once lost is not easily regained, 
& republicanism must be preserved in the states, or 
it cannot prevail in the federal Government. The 
opinions of the states will be carried to Washington, 
and that of the people ought to give the tone to both 
governments 

I never was more tired of a session than this, & am 
growing old faster than is wished; it is the course of 
nature, to which all must submit; I cannot speak a 
half hour without being hoarse 

Crawford was mending he told me, on last friday 
very fast; Mrs. Miller^ continues to look well & is as 
lively as you ever saw her, always enquires after you; 
That God may preserve you & your family in health 
& happiness is the sincere wish of your old friend- 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr Bartlett Yancey 

Caswell C-H- 
No Carolina) 

NOTES. 

' Samuel Smith, of Maryland, in the House and Senate 1793 
to 1822 and Senator again 1833-^35. 

'I can only g-uess that it was Daniel H. Miller. 

3 Passed the Senate and became a law. That for Internal 
Improvements was also passed. 

* Probably the wife of Daniel H. Miller, Cong-ressman from 
Pennsylvania. 
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Macon to Tancey. 

Washing-ton 6 May 1824 
Sir • 

Since the receipt of your last letter nothing- has oc- 
curred worth notice, more than you will have seen in 
the news papers: when Congress will adjourn God 
only knows, perhaps in this month 

It is very probable, that N. Carolina will be the 
place of g-reat electioneering this year and that some 
who do not now live in the state will either take it in 
their way home, or visit it for the purpose of advising 
the ^ood people of the state for whom to vote for 
President & Vice President; those expected to visit 
for the purpose, are the friends of Jackson I mention 
this that you may be advise^;! of my opinion in due 
time; it is supposed that King ' & Moor"" of Alabama 
& Eaton ^ of Tennessee will take the route, it is the 
nearest wa^ for King, but for the others I do not 
imagine it is. As this is only opinion, it is intended 
for yourself alone. 

The tariffs will I fear pass, it depends on two men 
in the Senate both from New England, who will 
finally I suspect vote for it, provided they can g-et a 
few alterations to suit them 

I never was so tired of being here; nor never wit- 
nessed so much shyhogging: the subjects are the 
presidency, internal improvements, & the tariff, one 
is over, others yet on hand 

I want much to see you, & should be equally g-lad 
to see Mrs. Yancey, but do not expect that it will be 
in my power to get to Caswell; 

Lowrie 5 has certainly so far got the better of his 
opponents; The President has contrived to get him- 
self in an awkward situation; nothing it seems to me, 
can be more disagreeable, than for an old man, who 
has spent much of his time in public life, to be about 
to quite the service of the country, in a condition not 
to be coveted; 

Remember me in the most friendly terms to Mrs. 
Yancey, & believe me 

Yr. friend 

Nathl Macon 
(Mr. Bartlett Yancey 

Caswell C-H- No Carolina) 
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NOTES. 

'William Rufus King, Representative in Congress from 
North Carolina 1811-'16; United States Senator from Ala- 
bama 1819-'44; and 1846.'S3; Minister to France 1844-'46; Vice- 
President 1852 to his death, April 18, 18S3; Alumnus of the 
University of North Carolina. 

•Gabriel Moore, of Alabama, Representative in Congress, 
1822-'29; Governor, 1829-'31; U. S. Senator, 1831-'37. 

3 John Henry Eaton, of Tennessee; U. S. Senator, 1818-^29. 
Secretary of War, 1829-'31; Governor of Florida Territory, 
1834-'36; Minister to Spain, 1836-'40. Published a Life of 
Andrew Jackson. Alumnus of the University of North Caro- 
lina, 

^ The Tariff bill passed May 1824, increasing duties on iron 
and some agricultural products, by a vote in the House of 105 
to 102. Seven Senators from New England supported it, 
Samuel Bell of New Hampshire, John Holmes of Maine, Wm. 
A. Palmer and Horatio Seymour of Vermont, Nehemiah R. 
Knight of Rhode Island, Henry W. Edwards arid James Lan- 
man of Connecticut. The vote was 24 to 21. 

s Walter Lowrie of Pennsylvania; U. S. Senator 1819-'25; 
Secretary of the Senate 1825-'36. 

Lowrie, who was a Crawford man, authorized the publica- 
tion of a statement that General Jackson had advised Moliroe to 
appoint two Federalists in his Cabinet. Jackson and Monroe 
denied this, but after much agitation of the subject the let- 
of Jackson, which was the foundation of the statement, was 
published. It was found to contain such expressions as, '*to 
exterminate that monster called party spirit," ''to select char- 
acters most conspicuous for their probity, virtue, capacity, 
and firmness, without regard to party," and a recomendation 
to appoint to the war department Colonel Drayton, who had 
been a Federalist before the war. Crawford men at least 
thought Lowrie had proved his allegation substantially, as 
Macon says. Jackson however was not injured. 

Colonel William Drayton was a Representative in Congress 
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from South Carolina, 1425-'33. He was Colonel and Inspector 
General in the war of 1812. 

Macon to Tancey. 

Washington 25 Deer. 1824 
Sir 

A day or two before I received your letter of the 
22 instant, I had written you a full Sheet, about 
matters & thing-sin g^eneral; todayl told Saunders' 
he ought to g-ive all the news about the shyhog"g-ing- 
on the election of a president, he answered, he had 
written you on the subject; 

With you, I consider the present times vastly im- 
portant. The question most important before the 
people, & the leg-islatures of the Union and the 
States is this, at least according- to my poor Judg-- 
ment; Can the federal g-overnment do whatever it 
deems expedient; or in other words can it promote 
the general welfare in any way it pleases: if it be so 
the rights of a minority are at the will of majority, 
the constitution of the U. S. is either limitted or uti- 
limitted, if limiltod the rights of a minority are pro- 
tected by it & do not depend on the will of a major- 
ity: The majority want no law nor rule, both are 
made to secure the minority; This paragraph may 
be taken as part of my other letter 

All parties here are I believe very anxious to know 
who will l)e the successor of Burton ^ in the H. of R., 
I have been repeatedly asked, who I thought would be 
the man: I answered, I had no information upon 
which to base an opinion 

Claims often heretofore rejected, will I expect pass 
very easy this Session, because there are three mil- 
lions of dollars stater! to be in the Treasury, 'beyond 
the demands on it, & it is possible other circum- 
stances may aid to get improper claims through; 
money not wanted for immediate use, had always bet- 
ter be in the hands of the people: money ought nev- 
" er to be borrowed unless certainly wanted; people 
who borrow often and much, never get rich, the 
banks I think could prove this, and borrowing gov- 
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ernments are not apt to get out of debt, witness 
Great Britain 

The enclosed paper ^ contains a letter from Capt. 
Porter, on which no comment will be made, if G. 
Britain was in the place of Spain, a war might be 
expected 

The Senate * has not acted on the bill from the 
H. of R. the object of which is to take possession of 
the mouth of Oregon (Columbia) river: I do not 
covet distant posts, the trade in the South Sea, has 
been carried on ever since we were a nation; & now 
all at once; a post must be maintained there, and 
ships of the navj must be sent to protect a trade, 
which has been carried on, without protection, a fleet 
in the South Sea, another in the Mediterranean, and 
another which is actually needed in the West Indies; 
do not calculate on economy, when money can be bor- 
rowed at less than five per centum: those who hold 
the public debt, never wish it paid, its value depends 
much, on its being considered permanent 

The rulers ^ of a nation, ought not to be in debt, 
if a just and economical administration is desired by 
the people; whoever is much in debt can hardly be 
perfectly free, he is dependent on his indebtors: and 
a nation in debt always has its strong arm of defense, 
tied fast, the longest purse being the longest sword; 
whether in public or private life, those in debt, are 
generally projectors, under the hope that every new 
project may afford them some relief or make them 
rich; & the law under which the deljts were contract- 
ed, are not always the laws, by which they desire the 
payment to be made or enforced 

I have now done as I did in my last, written much 
more than was expected when I begun 

That you, & your whole family may be well & do 
well is the sincere wish of 
Your friend 

Nathl Macon 

NOTES 

'Romulus Mitchell Saunders, Representative in Congress 
from North Carolina, 1821-27 and 1841-45. Judge and Attor- 
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ney General in North Carolina; Minister to Spain, 1846-'49. 

'Hutchins G. Burton, Representative in Congress 1819- 
*24, when he was elected Governor of North Carolina. 

Willis Alston was elected in his place and served 1825-31. 
He had already served 1803-'19. His unsucessful competitor 
in 1803 was Wm. R. Davie. 

^Commodore David Porter in suppressing piracies landed 
an armed force in Porto Rico. The Spanish Government pro- 
tested. He defended himself on the ground that the Spanish 
authorities were in complicity with the pirates and that his 
action was necessary. He was court-martialed, convicted of 
disobedience of orders and suspended for six months. He re- 
signed and was for awhile in the service of Mexico. He re- 
turned to the United States and was appointed Minister to 
Turkey by Jackson. 

^This measure was championed by Mr. Floyd of Virginia, 
whose main argument was that it would be of advantage to 
the whale fishery and to the trade with China and India. 
It was objected to because of the inaccessability of the Ore- 
gon country and the likelihood that if the country should be- 
come populous, it could not possibly be incorporated into the 
Union. The vote against it in the House was 100 to 61. 
The Rail Road system has destroyed the force of these ar- 
guments. 

John Floyd, Representative from 1817 to 1829; Governor of 
Virginia 1829-'34. He was father of John B. Floyd, Govern- 
or of Virginia, 1850-'53; Secretary of War, 1857-'60; Briga- 
dier General of the Confederate States. 

5 Probably a thrust at Clay, who wasoften involved in debt. 
Once his debts were discharged by his friends, James C. 
Johnston, of Edonton, being one of the number. He is said 
to have been much addicled to gambling. Webster was also 
very careless of pecuniary obligations, but as he was not a 
candidate for the Presidency, Mr. Macon hardly had him in 
mind. 
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Wm, Barry Grove to James Hogg, 

Philadelphia, March 17, 1791. 
Dear Sir 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 12th Feby under Cover of your oblig- 
ing favor of the 2Sth from Wilmington: In reply to 
the former I cant help wishing you had been at New- 
bern,' as I think tis probable you could have devised 
something that might have been favourable; your in- 
formation however of the good spirits and firmriess of 
our Western friends afford me some Consolation, and 
I heartily join you & them in promising ourselves 
better times, & fairer Representation ^ in our Genl 
Assembly. As a Trustee ^ rely on my attendance and 
exertion at Hillsboro, where I hope to be if I am 
alive to assist so far as in my power to promote the 
Institution. — As to the late Assembly doing more, 
harm, than good, so far as their proceedings have 
gone respecting the Ordinance^ matter I join you; 
tho they have done good in Lending the Univ. SOOO;^^,^ 
and I am indeed pleased at the extension of time & 
priviledges allowed our Canal Company;^ as to the 
other business I have heard or seen little more than* 
merely the Caption of the Laws passed, from which 
one cant judge; and my friends while at Newbern were 
not as communicative as I had reason to expect, from 
my attention to them. 

I am really concerned to understand that business 
is dull at Fayetteville, your reason for it I think alto- 
gether probable, to encourage Commerce at our little 
Town ought to be the Wish of every friend to Cape- 
fear. 

You surprise me when you say Moore ^ has not de- 
livered the Lock. I hope he does not mean to let the 
Winter pass away, and keep us aback another Sum- 
mer for Want of that Lock — I approve of the plan 
for the first Lock, the upper works which it seems is 
most likely to decay can be repaired at small expense 
-you say that the Lock now to be undertaken by Mr 
Monroe ' is for the Second Seat, where is the One at 
present finished to be placed — I shall before I leave 
this Country at the rise of Congress make myself 
particularly acquainted with every information andiu- 
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teligence relative to tlie proposed Navig-ation in this 
vState &c &c agreeable to jour directions — I am glad 
Mr Haj' can afford any assistance toward facilitating 
the Work on my account; tis what I have much at 
heart. — 

I am glad you have receiv'd Mcintosh^ and that it 
pleases you. — before now you will have heard of the 
final passage & ratification of the Post-office & Post 
road Law, and that our elder Sister Wilmington and 
her Sons, have no just cause to exclaim at a Want of 
attention to their interests in the regulation of the 
Post roads; the old route as you speak of from Vir- 
gia. by Edenton, Washington, & Newbern is contin- 
ued to W. ton, and We have added to this a Cross 
Post from Wnton to Fayette, far be it from me to at- 
tempt, (if I had it in my power) to do any thing that 
should, injure the Town or Citizens of Wilmington; 
I have always been convinced that tht true interests 
of that Town and of our own was the same, they are 
surely by Nature inseperably connected, and why 
should they be jealous'of each other; I Could Venture 
to pronounce the man who wishes to Create any other 
sentiments, as an Enemy to both places; it would be 
like parting Man & Wife When we reflect on the 
circumstances and manner which the More interior 
parts of our State have been heretofore treated on 
the subject of Posts, We are the persons who should 
co7nplain — I may venture to say with great safety, 
that had the present new route been established at 
the Commencement of the New Governt. our Citizens 
would not have been so shamefully pillaged of their 
Certifes.'° as they have been for want of a conveyance 
of information among the people, this has not only 
been a real loss to individuals but to the State; had 
our own People held their Paper Credit, they would 
have gained the advantage of the increased Value, 
and become friends and attached to* that Government 
which they Now in some measure abhor — Mr Hamil- 
ton thinks as I do on this subject, and expresses real 
Concern at the event: since North Carolinas future 
importance begins to be known from the riches & 
Population, our Ministers &c will be cautious how 
they recommend measures in opposition to our Will 
and interests. 
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It appears to me indeed that the Apostate " T-y in 
his late vote and conduct was actuated by Chagrin & 
resentment of them, he lost sight of the true interests 
of his Constituents to g-ratify such passions, he is hot 
fit to represent Freemen^ and should be, as I think he 
will be dispised by those who were before his friends, 
and thereby become a proper example for future pub- 
lic Characters. — 

I am very happy our Saw Mill proprietors are like- 
ly to get a good Market for Lumber. I think it 
probable the disturbences in the We Indies will have 
an effect to keep that article in demand, — 

The subject of the Cession " of our Western Lands 
at the late Treaty with the Cherokee Indians, is most 
undoubtedly a very important and interesting event 
to the Citizens of No. Carolina, and I apprehend will 
be a perplexing affair to Congress: The papers rela- 
tive to that business came enclosed to Doer. W-n'^ 
and are now before Congress, but as the Session is so 
near a close and so much business to be acted on be- 
fore that affair can be. tal<en up, that I fear no de- 
cision '^ can be had on the subject before we rise, 
however every attention shall be paid it. — The Mem- 
morials of the No Carolina Merchants'^ have been 
read and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House but has not yet been taken up; every person 
confesses the peculiar hardship of their Situation, 
but seem to think that Congress have not the power 
of redressing the grievance, I have myself long con- 
ceived the Citizens of our Country under these Cir- 
cumstances in a very deplorable situation. 

It was generally believed when Mr Hammond first 
came to America that some Negociation would be af- 
fected wh. might put things with respect to the 
Treaty, & Commerce on a proper footing; but latterly 
I have heard it suggested that there is little i)roba- 
bility of those important events being brought about 
just now, between Mr H- and our Executive- this in- 
formation is not from the best authority- indeed that 
would be in a measure impossible to be attained as 
the Senators are not very communicative on any mat- 
ters before them. — 

Congress '^ has been engaged in a troublesome in- 
vestigation for some days past on a Contested Elec- 
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tion from Georgia between Genel. Wayne & Genl. 
Jackson; the Election is set aside and a New appoint- 
ment must take place. 

The Indian operations have induced a pretty con- 
siderable augmentation of Troops, consequently the 
expenses for the defense of the frontier is greatly 
increased more funds for this end than the Surplus 
in our Coffers it seems will be necessary — I suppose a 
Loan will be the plan — as a further tax would be 
highly impolitic at this time. We expect before the 
rise of this Session to amend the Excise Law by re- 
ducing the tax 8 Cents^ and ameliorating the other 
parts as respects searches &c &c &c— 

As I send the papers regularly to Fayetteville to 
be filed at Col, Dekeysers for the inspection of the 
public, I beg leave to refer you to them generally for 
the News of Philadela. &c., and also my other friends 
who I hope will demand a perusal of them when ever 
they please; the information they contain will possi- 
bly be a little stale before they reach Fayetteville but 
when we get the new line of Posts established you 
shall hear from the Capitol in 8 days or 9 at farthest, 
aftoT the 8h of June. I hope you will encourage the 
publishing of a paper at our Town We can certainly 
Support so desirable a thing — 

There can be no excuse for want of News when the 
New Posts are fixed — 

I am sincerely sorry to hear Mr Huskes'* health 
still continues so unfavorable, and of the many deaths 
about Wilmington this Winter — 

I would ask pardon for the length of my letter, but 
when I reflect that if We were only together for 15 
Minutes I could communicate much more than it con- 
tains about Locks, Canals, Politics &c &c. I think the 
apoligy unnecessary — Be so good as to remember me 
to all friends — Believe me with respect and esteem 

Dear Sir 

your friend 

& very Hum Sert. 

W. B. Grove. 

Philadela. March 17h-l792 
James Hogg esq 
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NOTES. 

' The General Assembly met at Newbern in 1791. 

' By the Constitution of 1776 each county was entitled to 
one Senator and two members of the House of Commons. 
Many eastern counties were small and some western had ten 
times as many voters. The irregularity was partially rem- 
edied in 1835. 

'Of the University, chartered in 1789. The meeting* was 
on the 4th of August, 1792, and it was then that the Board 
chose by ballot Cypritt's Bridge in Chatham county as the 
centre of a circle of thirty miles diameter within which the 
institution should be located. The Commissioners of Loca- 
tion, were, Frederick Hargett, Senator from Jones county, 
Alexander Mebane, of Orange, soon to be a Representative in 
Congress, James Hogg, merchant of Fayetteville, Wm. H. 
Hill, a Representative in Congress, David Stone, likewise a 
Representative in Congress, and Willie Jones, of Halifax, a 
very influential citizen, not then in office. 

* The Convention of 1788 enjoined upon the General Assem- 
bly to take steps for locating the state capital within a circle 
of twenty miles diameter of which Isaac Hunter's plantation 
in the county of Wake was the centre. This was very offen- 
sive to the people of the Cape Fear valley and of t^e regions 
west because they desired the capital to be at Fayetteville. 
The Act carrying out the ordinance was therefore displeasing 
to Grove. 

5 Equal to $10,000; for the purpose of finishing the ''Old 
East" Building, the first erected. The loan was afterwards 
converted into a gift. 

* The Canal Company was organized to make the Cape Fear 
navigable to the junction of the Haw and Deep rivers in the 
county of Chatham. A town, called Haywood, was there 
laid out and was expected to be a considerable commercial 
city. 

^ Contractors for the Canal Company. The locks being of 
timber soon went to pieces. 
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® John Hay, eminent lawyer of Fayetteville. 

'Sir James Macintosh's Vindiciae Gallicae, published in 
1791, as an answer to Burke's eloquent assault on the French 
Revolution. It was very popular in America as long as the 
French fever lasted. 

"One of the strongest arguments against Hamilton's 
scheme of funding the debts of the United States and of the 
States was that original holders of the certificates, had sold 
them at a great sacrifice. James Jackson, of Georgia, after- 
wards United States Senator and Governor, said, * 'Three 
vessels have sailed within a fortnight from this port, freight- 
ed for speculation; they are intended to purchase up the State 
and other securities in the hands of the uninformed, though 
honest citizens of North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia." Hamilton's plan prevailed after much opposition. 

"James Terry, Senator from Richmond county, did not 
stand by Fayetteville in the desperate efforts of her friiends 
to secure the location of the seat of Government at that town. 
He was probably influenced by General Henry W. Harring- 
ton, of his county, one of the Commissioners who selected 
the Raleigh site and after whom Harrington Street in 
Raleigh was named. 

'"^ B}^ the treaty of Holston, large areas were given up to 
the Cherokees. It was ratified in 1786. By a new treaty, 
that of Hopewell, in 1791, much land was yielded to the 
whites but the rest remained with the Indians. These In- 
dian lands were mainly in Tennessee and in Georgia. 

'3 Hugh Williamson, then member of Congress from the 
Edenton District. He was Professor of Mathematics, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, l760-'4; Surgeon General of North 
Carolina during the latter part of the Revolutionary war; 
member of the Continental Congress, l784-'86; delegate to 
the Constitutional Convention of 1787; Representative in 
Congress, l790-'93; removed to New York; died May 22> 1819. 
He published "Observations on the Climate of America;" 
History of North Carolina, 1812; and many papers ou scien- 
tific and political subjects. 
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'^ In 1783, North Carolina opened a land ofl&ce to receive 
entries of land in the limits of what is now Tennessee, for 
the redemption of military and other certificates. Many sur- 
veys were made and grants issued. By the treaty of Holston, 
most of the territory was yielded to the Indians, North Car- 
olina protesting through her agent and General Assembly. 
Thomas Person and many other claimants of these lands pe- 
titioned Congre^ for proper compensation, which was refused. 
Subsequently they were granted right of preemption when- 
ever the Indian title should be removed. 

'^ On the subject of seizure of our ships. An order in Coun- 
cil of Great Britain had been interpreted to authorize the 
seizure of all neutral vessels carrying provisions to France. 
This interpretation was afterwards disavowed, but not until 
much damage had been done. 

'* George Hammond was the first British minister to the 
United States, and Thomas Pinckney was the first from the 
United States to Great Britain. Hammond arrived in 1791 
and left 1796. 

'^General Anthony Wayne, after the Revolutionary War, 
settled in Georgia on a plantation given him by that state. 
James Jackson was a prominent ofl&cer of the Revolution. 
He was a Representative in Congress, 1789-'91; Senator, 
1793-'9S and 1801-'06; and Governor of Georgia, 1798-1801. 
General Wayne was unseated in 1792 on account of irregu- 
larities in the election. In the same year he was appointed 
to be Commander-in-Chief of the army and conquered the 
Northwestern Indians. After being unseated he declined to 
run again and was succeeded by John Milledge. 

'*Mr. John Huske, a merchant. He was son of the Private 
Secretary to Governor Burke, who was captured by Colonel 
David Fanning, with the Governor, and carried off to Wil- 
mington. He left numerous descendants. 

Grove to Hogg. 

Dear Sir 

For want of a Senate there could be no business 



»a THE UNIVBRSITY BULLETINS 

done untill the 20th Nov. when a quorum of that 
Body were present and enabled the Machine to pro- 
ceed; the day following the President laid before both 
Houses his communications & details of the state of 
the Union during the recess of Congress — I have no 
doubt but you have seen a copy of his speech or ad- 
dress, and the answers of both Houses thereto as they 
have been inserted in all the newspapers, these pa- 
pers contain all of the news worth relating here, and 
to them I refer you, as the object of the present is 
only to inform you that I presented your letter 
& memorial' to all the Gentlemen from No C. 
agreeable to desire, who I doubt not will do all in 
their power to obtain redress for the Petitioners. 

The memorial it is thought should not be presented 
untill the Deeds &c. are here, as tis on their authori- 
ty the claims are founded. I mention this to induce 
you to hasten them along: dontlet any one Letter ex- 
ceed 2 oz weight when you forward the deeds, if by 
post. — was there no existing Law of the State, Proc- 
lamation of the Crown or other LawfuU Mandate, for- 
bidding Individuals or Companies of Subjects from 
purchasing these Lands at the time of the Indians? in- 
formation on this, or any other subject that may occur 
relative to the business may be • necessary. 

Remember me to all my acquaintences about your 
place, and believe me to be with respect 
Sir 
Your Hum Servt. 

W. B. Grove 

Phila. 4th Deer. 1794. 

Mr. John Hogg= left this on the 1st for Carolina, 
he will inform you, the taxes of your Land in Ken- 
tucky must be paid before April, or they will be sold- 

James Hogg Esq. 

NOTES. 

'Memorial on the subject of the Trapsylvania land hereto- 
fore mentioned. The grants of North Carolina and Virginia 
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were available after the extinction of the Indian title. See 
next letter. 
''John Hogg was a cousin and a partner of James Hogg. 

Grove to Hogg. 

3d Apl. 1794. 
Dear Sir 

I had began to form conjectures what had be- 
come of you, and whether our late misfortunes in Fay- 
etteville might not incline you to forget that Town 
& those belonging to it. Your obliging letter how- 
ever of the 6th March relieved me, and gave me con- 
solation to find you had not lost sight of the interest 
of that unfortunate Spot, and that of its inhabitants — 
The Assembly leaving tis so soon was to me an unex- 
pected, and mortifying circumstance, and the late Fire 
seem'd to add misfortune, on misfortune — but still I 
hope we shall not be among the last — I hope yet to 
see our Town rise above its misfortunes and its ene-' 
mies — As I presumed before now you have seen all 
that has been said by Mr. Jefferson on the one part, 
and Mr. Hammond on the other Relative to inexecu- 
tion of the Treaty, I need say nothing on that subject 
as the Correspondence & Reasoning will wince [con- 
vince] any Man on which side the Reason & justice 
of the investigation Rests; In answer to what you 
ask respecting Mr. Jeffersons disapprobation of the 
measures of the Executive, I am informed they did not 
extend to the steps taken against Mr. Gknet &c the 
letters on that subject were quite consonant to his 
own feelings as an American, but tis said he differed 
on some subjects with the other heads of Departments 
while the President was in Virginia — the Circum- 
stance of his moderation adds to his honor and worth 
on that occation, as I have heard the Case; the 'French 
Privateer Little Democrat, would have been Fired on 
on &c had he not refused his assent, the Consequenc- 
es might have been attended with much evil at that 
time — 

It is a Melancholy thing that such virtue as that 
man' possesses should ever be lost to this country 
while We stand in need of such Characters-his success- 
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or is a Compared to him either as to Virtue, 

knowledge — Republicanism, or Rational (Liberty &) 
Equality — Dont mistake me he is no anarchy man- 
no Demagogue of the mob — But he is for a plain Gov- 
ernment and Adminisn. agreeably to the Principles 
and form of our Political association and Republican 
form of Government — He is for no Heterogenius 
introductions of Monarchy &c — Not even in our 
forms, or amusements — Let reason and equal rights 
and equal Laws obtain — The Committee on the 
Western Lands^ have Reported Very favorably, but 
I will not flatter you on the adoption of the Report by 
the Legislature, for I know the thing will be power- 
fully opposed, principally on the ground that the 
State had never extinguished the Indian claims & 
had no right to sell those Lands — We will do what 
we can — You will before this reaches you have 
heard that Congress have been making serious prep- 
aration for the National defence &c. Such objects 
are particular requisite in a Country so unguarded as 
America is at present, but that aspect which some 
Conduct of Great Britian Wears, towards this coun- 
try of late seems to justify & Call loudly for an im- 
mediate preparation of Defence. As I expect this 
letter will meet you at Fayetteville I refer you to my 
Correspondence on this subject to my friends & Con- 
stituents there, through Doer. Ingram, Mr. Hay, & 
Mr. Taylor* — but I cannot forbear saying to you that 
the Court of St James has most unprovokedly acted 
towards America an unbecoming, unjust, and perfid- 
ious part — and that We have good reason to believe 
(if the events in France have not Checked it) that 
measures were taking to destroy the Peace harmony, 
& Government of United America — 

These things you will naturally suppose have 
alarmed us all here, and turned the attention of Con- 
gress to the objects of Self Defence and preservation. 
We are taking the necessary steps to bar our Doors, 
& Repel invasions — if they should be attempted — 
In short We mean to act just as you would do your- 
self, if your House was beset by a band of Robbers, 
fly to your arms and defend your property — An Em- 
bargo has been laid for 30 Days, it was principally 
intended topreventany more of our vessels fallinginto 



JAMBS SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 05 

these Pirates hands of the We. Indies, until We could 
hear more of matters in that quarter & from Eng- 
land — We have information the orders issued by 
the British Court the 6th Nov. to seize and take all 
Neutral (that is American) Vessels &c for "Legal 
adjudication" has been revoked by New orders issued 
8 Jany. and relaxing considerably of former restric- 
tions on our Commerce — The principal Traders and 
Merchants in London as soon as they knew of the 
orders of the 6th Nov. (which by the way were issued 
privately) were very properly alarmed perceiving 
the consequences & effects it would produce in Amer- 
ica, they waited immediately on Mr. Dundas as We 
are informed. Who assured them the words "Legal 
adjudication" meant nothing which could affect Amer- 
ican property, the Judges however Who it seems had 
the intention construed to them, had actually Con- 
demned great part of 250 American Vessels & Car- 
goes under the orders — and We are left to believe 
from that business and some other matters, these 
words would have meant all the Judges annexed to 
them, had not the face of Politics wore a different ap- 
pearance in France on the 8th Jany, than on the 6th 
Nov. — 

I hope, and feel confidant that all the Wourld who 
are impartial, must admit that the people and Gov- 
ernt. of America, are not to blame if this Country 
should be engaged in war with Britain — and even now 
we shall hold in one hand the Olive branch and sue 
for Peace and justice in the Name of '*We the Peo- 
ple of America" — Should it be refused — War I sup- 
pose must be the event, and the other hand which 
grasps the strength of the Nation will be used, & I 
can not help thinking that the energy, force & Ven- 
geance of Free America will be next to the Wrath of 
G — d — I send you some papers preserve them, & 
make them public — 
I am 
Dear Sir 

Your friend 

& Very Hum Sev 

W. B. Grove. 

Mr. James Hogg. 
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NOTES. 



' *-The Little Sarah" belonging to the British had been cap- 
tured by a French privateer and brought into Philadelphia. 
With the connivance and aid of Genet, the French minister, she 
was fitted out as a privateer. This was against our neu- 
trality laws and measures were taken by the administration 
to stop her. On the assurance of Genet that the vessel would 
not be ready to sail for some time, forcible measures were 
not resorted to, as Hamilton and Knox advised. Genet 
broke his word and the vessel, newly named '*The Little Dem- 
ocrat," sailed to prey upon English commerce. It was manned 
by American seamen. Washington was on a visit to Mt. 
Vernon. 

'Jefferson resigned in 1794. He had gained the good will 
of all parties by his spirited action against the insolence of 
Genet. He retired to his farm at Monticello and there con- 
tinued for three years keeping himself in touch with public 
men by his pen and hospitality, 

3 Heretofore explained. 

* Doctor Ingram was not a public man. Mr. Taylor was 
John Louis Taylor then a member of the House of Commons, 
afterwards the first Chief Justice of the State of North Caro- 
lina. He afterwards resided in Newbern and then in Raleigh 
where he is buried. 

Grove to James Hogg. 

Philaa. Jany 23d— 1794 
Dear Sir 

On arrival here I found that Congress had just got 
through reading the numerous communications laid 
before them by the Executive, most of my leisure time 
since has been devoted in perusing those papers 
which I have accomplished and have now time to 
think of my friends, and altho the information con- 
tained in some of those papers produce gloomy reflec- 
tions and nothing very pleasant to communicate, yet 
my mind tells me I should write you things might have 
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been worse-— rs I take it for g^ranted you have seen all 
the correspondence which passed between the * Secre- 
tary of State, & the French Minister I need not en- 
ter into any detail on the imprudence and conduct 
of Monsier Genet — I shall only remark that very late 
despatches from the Executive Counsel of France ex- 
press regret in this misunderstanding- &c and assures 
the President that nothing of that nature shall or 
can effect the friendly regards the French people 
have for the American nation — What has passed be- 
tween the Secrey of State, & the British Minister re- 
specting the inexecution of the Treaty of Peace &c, 
I suspect you have not seen, as it has not yet got in- 
to the papers; the subject as handled by them, is in- 
deed interesting & important and brings to mind past 
scenes & transactions of a tender & melancholy na- 
ture — Mr Hammond states at large the Complaints 
of his Court, of the Non-compliance & infractions of 
the Treaty on the part of America, urging the denial 
of Restoring the Loyalists, the continuation of con- 
fiscations, and above all the non payment of the Brit- 
ish debts & interest &c &c — to these things Mr 
Jefferson has replied very fully, and in a masterly 
manner on the part of this Country proved that these 
charges are in a great degree not founded in exact- 
ness The documents to prove his assertion are 'an- 
nexed; he asserts that the two first subjects, the 
Restoration &c, & the further confiscation, were not 
by the Treaty, absolute articles nor intended to be so, 
by the Commissioner for Negociating Peace as ap- 
pears by their correspondence &c on these subjects 
at the time, he argues that the recommendatory ar- 
ticles considering a// things had been more fully com- 
plied with than was generally expected — and that as 
to the Debts No Lawful impedement exists to prevent 
their recovery; as to interest^ he argues and proves 
by the laws of England under the present circumstan- 
ces none should be demanded^ & that theCommisrs for 
Treating of peace understood the thing so, & left the 
subject open to the power to whom it belonged, the 
Judiciaries in the respective States & Jurors — I 
am of opinion his reason on this subject will be 
thought sound by those who are disinterested; he then 
proceeds to complain of the Violations of the Treaty 

7 
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on the part of Gr Britain, he states that as soon as 
the Treaty was known & hostilities ceased, palpable 
infractions were committed under the authority of 
that g-overnment to possiiive articles of the treaty, 
that 3000 Neg-roes had been taken out of the Country 
altho remonstrances on that subject were made, that 
No orders ever have issued for withdrawing- his Maj- 
esties Troops out of our Country &c &c &c these ex- 
planations took place in June 1792 since which noth- 
ing- further has passed on the subject, except that Mr. 
J.s representation was transmitted to St James shortly 
after its date and no answer yet made, only that Mr. 
Pinckney' mentions that Lord Granville' should have 
said to him he approved of Mr. J.s answer to Mr. H.s 
letter respecting- the inexecution of the Treaty, from 
this tis to be hoped & expected all controversies on 
that score will soon he forever removed by a full com- 
pliance of all things therein stipulated — Some late^ 
Treaties & regulations entered into by Great Britain 
with Russia, Sardinia, & Spain afford cause of fear 
and complaint on the part of America, particularly 
as regards our commerce our Trade has already been 
much cramped & injured by these Regulations which 
added to the Negoceation of Gt Britain & Spain with 
the Algerians has inflamed the minds of many to a 
considerable degree; in Septr. our minister was direct- 
ed immedeately to Remonstrate against these regula- 
tions which amount to flagrant Violation of the Laws 
of Nations as respects the rights of a Neutral power; 
he was also requested to make known on the 8th Deer, 
the success of this business, that it should be known 
before Congress adjourns — the Algerian business is of 
a latter date and would have been the ruin of many in 
this Country only for the Convoy granted to 40 Amer- 
ican Vessels by the Queen of Portugal, who it seems 
is displeased with the unasked friendship or interpo- 
sition of England and Spain in bringing about the 
Truce between her Majesty & Spain & these sad Pi- 
rates, the effect of which would be to prevent that 
trade to her Dominions from America which is bene- 
ficial to both Nations — These things among others 
have been the cause of a set of Resolutions being 
Moved in the House of Repres. proposing to lay ad- 
ditional Duties on the Manufactures and Vessels of 
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Nations not having Commercial Treaties with Amer- 
ica, particularly to effect g-reat Gt. Britain so long as 
she may refuse to come into commercial Regulations 
with us upon terms of just and reasonable Reciproc- 
ity; many and Various are the advantages expected 
from such a system of Politics; tis said it would un- 
doubtedly oblige that Government to come upon terms 
with us, & admit us into her We. Indies &c &c--that 
she cannot nor will not live comfortably without our 
Custom as consumers, nor without our Produce most 
of which to them is an actual Necessary of Life, and 
that now is the time to insist in this way for as free 
a trade, as we grant them, by which means the Value 
of our produce would be considerably & immedeately 
inhanced, & that it would free us from those indigni- 
ties and shackles in future which have been Utterly 
thrown on the growing Commerce of our Country- 
these are some of the reasons advanced by those who's 
Purity of sentiments I have no right to doubt but 
who's Politics as respects this subject does not work 
conviction in my Mind I am strongly impressed with 
an idea that Politics, & Commerce should if possible 
be kept seperate & distinct, and I can not help think- 
ing it wants nothing but a little more Refinement 
among Nations who are Commercial to Make it so — If 
from Political Motives two powers were to engage in 
War, I am fully of opinion it would be to the real in- 
terest of both parties to suffer an uninterrupted 
Trade — I am of opinion in this commercial subject 
before Congress, Political feelings are to much allud- 
ed to — I confess myself chagrined at the appearance 
of the unfriendly dispositions Manifested by Spain & 
Britain towards my country, yet I can not think of 
doing by way of experiment to injure them, what I 
feel conscious might injure the Commercial and agri- 
cultural interests of America, at least for a ttme\ the 
increase of imports & Value of Exports evinces the 
good state of our Trade to a Moderate degree, ^.pdr 
the rapid addition of American Tonnage is a strb^ifg, 
proof of the advantages already given to Anj^rfcin,^ 
Shipping by our Laws, and the improvemeittsf a: 
progression of Manufactures among ourselvd^Js 
further proof of the good effects of the prAitSeti 
duties on Certain Articles — Let us not be too k^" 
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for the Golden eg^gs, they will all come in due time 
tis to be hoped; and Let us not suffer the Constitution^ 
of the Eag"le that produces them, to be impared^ by 
too many stimulating- applications. — Cong-ress has 
several matters of moment before them but have done 
nothing- of consequence finally — I understood the As- 
sembly have actually adjourned to WakeS not one of 
my friends have acquainted me how or when this was 
done, I really did not expect this event would have 
taken place so soon, pray inform me how it was ef- 
fected, circumstanced as things are at the City. 

I am informed the Landholders* ^re to apply to this 
Session of Congress for redress, you remember I told 
you all documents to prove the extinguishment of 
Indian rights would be Necessary — 

I shall now conclude this Long Letter with request- 
ing to offer my respects to Mrs Hogg & family, and 
to my other friends in Hillsboro. — 
I am 
Dear Sir 

with respect and Esteem 
your friend 
& Huml sert. 
W. B. Grove 
N. B. 

To forget saying anything of French Politics 
wouidbeheinei/us — they as usual present to the Wourld 
a new scene. Their want of moderation is still to be 
lamented, but their Valour & Courage surmount every 
thing, their determination to be Free will baffle all 
attempts to the contrary — they have been in a singu- 
lar Manner Victorious every Where — Duke of York^ 
has fled to England, Coburg&Claircraft are defeated- 
Ostcnd is taken &c &c &c &c. 



I have opened this letter to contradict part of the 
French News, tis now said the Duke has not fled & 
that Ostend is not taken — 

I will write Mr. Alves next post, be so good as to 
tell him the Transfers of Inler^ has not come on from 
Genl. Skinners office yet — tho it should have been 
here before now 

[James Hogg Esquire 

Hillsborough] 
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Notes. 

'Thomas Pinckney of South Carolina; Major in Revolu- 
tionary War; Governor of South Carolina, 1789-^92; Minister 
to Great Britain, 1792-'94; Minister to Spain, l794-'96; Rep- 
resentative in Congress, 1797-1801; Major General in the 
War of 1812. He was the brother of Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney and cousin of Charles Pinckney. 

' Wm. Lord Grenville (not Granville), the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, afterwards Prime Minister. 

^ The Algerines held some American sailors as slaves. 
Portugal had quarelled with Algiers and for some time kept 
its piratical vessels confined in the Mediterranean. The Brit- 
ish Consul at Algiers procured a truce by which the vessels 
were allowed to pass the Straits of Gibraltar, thus leaving 
them at liberty to prey on American Commerce. Eventually 
in 1805 a treaty was made under which one million dollars 
was paid for the release of American captives and an annual 
tribute in addition. After the War of 1812 Commodore Decatur 
with twelve ships forced a new treaty, granting an indem- 
nity, release from tribute and a promise not to make slaves of - 
prisoners of war. Decatur then brought Tunis and* Tripoli 
to terms. 

The treaties mentioned by Mr. Grove between Great Britian 
and Russia,. Sardinia and Spain were thought to put those 
nations on a better footing in regard to neutral rights than 
the United States. 

*The Retaliatory Resolutions of 1790 failed. They were 
brought forward again in 1794 but, it appearing that Great 
Britain had modified its offensive order of June of the pre- 
ceding year, its advocates acquiesced in sending a special 
Minister^ John Jay, to negotiate a treaty. 

5 The General Assembly held its first meeting at Raleigh, 
the Seat of Government, in November, 1794. 

**This refers to the application of Thomas Person and others 
heretofore explained. 

^Frederick Augustus, Duke of York and Albany, second 
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son of George III. In 1793 he was sent to the Netherlands in 
command of an expedition to act with the Prince of Saxe- 
Coburg- against France. He gained no honor. The army 
would have been ruined but for the able management of Aber- 
cromby. He soon threw up his command and returned to 
England. The Duke of Coburg, and General Clairfait, com- 
manders of the Allied forces, were beaten and Belgium over- 
run. • 

*Judge Richard Henderson, James Hogg and others bought 
an immense tract in what is now Kentucky and Tennessee 
from the Indians but the purchase was disallowed by North 
Carolina and Virginia. Each State however gave the com- 
pany 200,000 acres. This allusion is probably to deeds for 
portions of this land. 

Grove to General Steele, 

Phila. April 2d— 94 
Dear Steele. 

I believe you have heard from me twice since I reed 
your favor of 18th Feby, in those Letters I just ac- 
knowledged the rect, of yours and gave you a few 
lines on the spur of the occation without replying to 
the several matters contained in it; I have now set 
down to fulfill your request & my own inclination in 
giving you a full account of all things^ so far as is 
' consisfant with the length of a letter, & a regard to 
your Patience in perusing it — You afforded me con- 
solation by your observation on the Resoluts. respect- 
ing Commerce &c I was the only Member from the 
State that did not from a Principle of Policy think 
favorably of the system, Colo Gillespie ' had doubts 
but they ended in a fixed opposition, & had any final 
Votes been taken him & myself would have been alone 
from No, C — I really join you in the opinion that 
you entertain of the Views and Policy of some of the 
Dom — n Gentry, and if we Wrong them in attribu- 
ting those motives to them, tis only paying them 
part of the inters, of the Wrongs in that way ^ they 
have urged on others — But the Resolutions at pres- 
ent are in a trance, and if the Motives of the mover 
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and some of the Advocates were to bring about a mis- 
understanding- between this Country & Gt. Britain, 
they arc likely to see their Views accomplished^ and 
perhaps like Deamons, so evil is produced^ they are 
gratifyed no matter from what Cause — In answer to 
your observation, relative to the Pamphleteer & his 
aid, I would not advise any man to ride a mile to Cor- 
rect them, or their dastardly squibs — tho I would put 
a black mark on them to know them again. 

Shortly after my arrival here from the Assembly 
you & your Public Conduct was matter of conversa- 
tion at our Lodging one evening, present our friend 
Macon, The Honol. John Brown ' of the Senate^ Colo 
Blount, Colo Parker, and Colo McDowall, with some 
New England Gentln. who live at Francis's with us, 
and a gertain Htp;h Priest^ of the Jews I believe, tho 
a mighty Dominion Man — Some of the Company by 
insinuations &c &c, '*were induced to fear your Con- 
duct was disaproved of generally in our State," & in 
yoiir own Country in particular — that you were not 
fond enough of the Virg-s, or as I replyed you were 
not subservient to them — You were too intimate with 
Mr Hamilton, as proof he had Breakfasted with you 
— *'in short, time would show that the People of our 
State would desert you" — I need not tell you to all 
these things I did not hesitate to reply in pretty wartn 
terms and to lug out the monster envy which I consid- 
ered had Created these sentiments — I ended by say- 
ing what I vervly believed without any flummery, 
that for every Vote you had ever given, you had an 
honorable & honest motive, & that you were the most 
Popular Man iu the State, and that before the then 
Sessn. of Assembly rose, if an oppory. offered, my 
declaration would be Verify ed — so that independent 
of my pleasure at your appointment of Major General 
I felt my judgment at stake. The Honol- J — e, * 
^ ^ Cauvauted^'' ^ &ont laugh at the expression, it suits 
the idea I meant to convey, and you know tis ortho- 
dox from the Derivation; he felt for the honor of his 
Honol. friend, & all the Honol. Military Gentl. of his 
District &c — I laughed, I soothed, I reasoned, I did 
better, I told him as he was inelligeble from the pres- . 
ent Honol. station he was in, I did not know a man 
in the Division so proper in my opinion as yourself — 
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this in a degree lulled his active soul to rest — If he 
had less Vanity & a little more understanding- he 
would be passable — all these things as you say are a 
sort of Confidential scribble — 

To give you a tolerable idea of the Worthies of 
Congress is no easy job — of the New Hands however 
I shall try to give you some impression of the abili- 
ties &c of the Speakers so far as I am Capable of 
judging — lets begin at the foundation, & at North 
Point — from N. H. Mr Sherebourne * is a man of 
talents and speaks handsome, tho seldom — Massts. 
Mr Dexter ^ a calm reasoner, rather refined for Com- 
mon ears, a man of good sense — Colo Lyman® often 
on the floor, not very flowery nor tedious, but a little 
of Roger Sherman^ in Cun-g — Genl. DearBorne " an 
old Continental officer, Strong natural sense, and in 
all a pretty clever man — better fitted for the Military 
than a Legislator however — C-t- Mr Swift"-speaks 
sometimes — a good natured man, tho no Orator — Mr 
Tracey " a man of humour and a strong mind, he is 
of considerable Weight — tho not very refined in his 
pronunciation or Language, he is like most of his 
Country Men clear headed, knows what he would be 
at, and has a tolerable manner of expressing himself, 
that others may see his ooject — Mr Coit "^ — speaks 
very seldom,- tho in my opinion with perspicuity, & 
handsomely — R. I. '^ — you know the old Member, & 
the new one does not Speak in the House — N. Y. 
Mr Watts '^ from the City is no Orator, but I believe 
he is a man of pretty good understanding, Mr .Gil- 
bert'' — Speaks correctly, tho has an impedement — 
N — Jersey — no new Speaker — P-a- Mr. Smiley '* 
a man who was very Popular in the State Assembly, 
he is a great Demo- and taulks tolerable Well — you 
know Mr Scott '^ — he is a right sensible old Man — 
D--"— , all the Oratory of that State in theSenate- M Mr - 
Smith " of Baltimore — a Red hot flaming Speaker, a 
good Merct. — a Warm Patriot — rather too much fire 
for a Politician and a Calm Legislator — V-a- Mr 
Nicholas" — A good Voice & tolerable orator, he is 
too warm & fond of annexing wrong ynotives to those 
who differ from him — Mr. Hairison,^^ a pleasant Man 
and speaks pretty well — N. C. — Oh, ah — yes, tirue — 
you ^x^ acquaint then with the Gentleman / allege — 
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S. C. — Mr Hunter ""* is a man of sound judg-ment, and 
a tolerable Speaker — G ^^-Mr Carnes ''^ has Handsome 
talents for Speaking, but from Diffidence or other 
causes, he seldom says anything- — So, I have j^one 
through the Continent in the lower House, perhaps I 
have not done Gentlemen justice, but really I meant 
not by what I have said to injure one of ihem — Now 
Mr G — be so good as Step up Stairs, and take a peep 
into the Senate Chamber — That Mighty Conclave, 
where it has been Surmized Majestic Majick dwealt, 
where the illumined minds of mortals shone so bright 
as to exclude the rays of light from Heaven — where 
it has been suggested that Dangerous Vice sets as a 
Mirror on a throne, to make that hateful Monster 
aristocracy lose all its proud & surly Features by 
dressing it in the garb of Drusilla — The Deception 
however is discovered, and the Lords, the Mighty 
Lords, are to be beheld as soon as accomodations can 
be prepared for the People, who in their Compassion 
must behold some of them with Pity because they 
may expose their Weakness in an unguarded hour — 
to be short with you the Doors of the Senate are to be 
open next Sessn. — when some of the Within will shew 
their Nakedness — I was prent at times during the 
Discussion of Gal atines Election, he has lost his seat, 
not having been an Actual Citizen 9 years — tho an 
Inhabitant 11 years or near it, he only wanted a few 
months - The Genl. ''^ is still that warm and Vocif- 
erous Orator you knew him — When below, he spoke 
so that those above, might hear. Now he wants 
those below to participate — Govr. Martin ^^ was a 
5/^^ Advocate for opening the Doors, and gained no 
small Credit for his perseverance, & success in his 
Motion — 

It is indeed a very unpleasant thing to be confined 
in a Close room, or indeed in a ho-l-l-w L-g ^ in a 
Warm day — By the Lord you'l bring me into a 
scrape — 

You ask what influence brt. Randolph in — I answer 
it, by saying tis the question every one asks, and No 
one can tell — I think from the genl. opinion let 
what ever influence put him in, he will carry not 
much out I suspect — even the Virginians are dis- 
pleased at the appointment — but tis said Madison 
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would not accept it — It is said Knox'' & Hamilton 
will resig-n — I dont believe it — tho if We should have 
a War, I think tis probable Hamilton will be Commd 
in Chief — He is Certainly a Man of fine talents, 
and altho I dislike his Politics on many subjects — I 
do admire his Genius — I go very seldom to Court ^ 
and less to Madams than usual the Theatre takes off 
many Ladies — & you may often make your Bow to 
her & Miss Custis and perhaps not see five Ladies the 
whole eveng. — I suspect your remark that a Man 
should make his Nod on Tuesdays to be remembered 
is true enough — you know however the Man^ what- 
ever he may think he says little on any subject — altho 
I think he is more relaxed in his conversation than 
formerly — 

I assure you I felt concerned on hearing of the 
Death of the old Genl. '^ — I sincerely wish all his 
family Well and am Sorry for the Girls if he had fail- 
ed in making proper Provision for them — for in my 
opinion they are Deserving of every thing that should 
make them Happy there not having Fortunes would 
not lessen their Worth in my Mind — and if I remem- 
ber Well I thought Pol-^y- a remarkable fine Woman 
— I wish then both well Married & very Happy — 

**Hey ho-so, she has^6>/ it at last has she — Does 
Anderson become a Member of your Town? I told 
Genl. Lock'* the Widow was renewing her age, & 
that I expected she would Captivate him when he got 
home — Your apology foi; what you call trifles in 
your letter was not necessary, every thing relative to 
a Mans Country & acquaintences is interesting to him, 
more especially when he is from home — and such lit- 
tle anecdotes are to the mind, what Syllabubs, Cus- 
tards and ice Cream are to the Stomack after a 
hearty meal, they tend to assist digestion and qualify 
the Cruder substances, as I mean to begin a new 
Sheet with a New Subject I must end this space with 
this subject — then such trifles assist, and tend^ tend; 
to fill up a Sheet as I have done this, & as Boys eat 
bread to fill up chinks 

I believe Mr Macon & myself have Warned you of 
the threatening Storm, I assure it has a dark appear- 
ance — Orders were privately issued from the Court 
of St James on the 6th Novr. to all the armed Ves- 
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sels &c of his Majesty, to seize all Neutral Vessels 
bound to or from the French Islands and take them 
as Lawful prize &c— our trade to France has been 
knocked up by a similar order in Aug-t — but it being 
made public our Merchants & Vessels conducted ac- 
cordingly and no very great injury was done further 
than preventing us pursuing a fair & profitable trade 
— remonstrance was made — and a promise in part to 
restore property &c however this further order of 6th 
Nov. was issued and put in force before our Minister 
at London knew any thing of the business — he wrote 
on 25th Nov.-^when he informs us Lord Grenville 
expressed great respect for the Americans & their 
Neutral rights — that his Majesty was pleased at their 
prosperity and a D — n deal more such stuff — when at 
that very time or a few days before they had issued 
orders to Seize & Condemn all our Vessels which 
were on a fair Commerce, for the Americans were al- 
lowed to trade to the French Islands before the Death 
of the King nearly 2 years — We have received with- 
in a few days a taulk Delivered by Lord Dochester to 
the Indians, full of hints and insidious language, 
pointed at the Und States — he tells them tis not un- 
likely his Master may be at War with us — &c &c. 
and that they shall find a Friend in the British Peo- 
ple either in Peace or war — that We have forfeited 
these Lands & Ports or words to that amount — Our 
Consul at St Eustatia has given us a few days ago an 
account officially of the Depredations & Spoliation 
Committed by the British Creuzers under the order 
of the 6th Nov. upward of 250 sail American Vessels 
are taken, 150 Were Condemned — and the same fate 
awaits them all — you must at once see the effect these 
things added to all other injuries produces in the pub- 
lic mind against that faithless Government of Gr. 
Britain — In Novr. last that Perfidious Court full of 
hope & Conscious of success, from her uncommon ex- 
ertions & that of the allies against France — had be- 
yond any Manner of Doubt formed a plan oi Ruining 
the Commerce of America, and our growing Marine, 
of prostrating us once more at her feet where No 
Mercy is to be expected — and perhaps all powerful by 
her allies she meditated a Serious design of Subju- 
gating Freedom, Liberty & Republicanism, in Amer- 
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ica^ that Spot where the Sacred flame first appeared 
in modern times, and I hope it may never be extin- 
guished but by a total annihilation of the Very Earth 
itself — That such a plan and System has been Con- 
templated by Britain & her Combined Despots begins 
to appear as clear as day - They thought Conquer- 
ing France & Dividing it would be Nothing, While 
Freedom and the rights of Man in a rational sense 
remained triumphant in America, that spot where 
French Men Caught the Never dying flame, the ef- 
fects of which has Shaken Europe to its Center, and 
made every Tyrant Shudder on his Throne — I say 
they thought reducing France to her former Misery, 
, would be but half the Work, they premeditated the 
putting the ax to the root, and that must be done in 
the United States — What a Scene of horror does 
the very idea present — and what feelings do they pro- 
duce in an American breast — America the assylum 
for the oppressed and Virtuous of all the World, 
where even Vice itself loses its powers in a measure, 
because there exists little inducement to be Vicious 
— Where all Men enjoy under a System of Laws equal 
rights, & equal advantages. Where the rights and in- 
terests of Strangers are guarded & protected in a 
peculiar Manner — Where the Citizens & the Governt. 
in their intercourse; with other Nations^ treat them 
with Friendship, Justice, & open Candour, Where the 
Subjects of all Nations can dwell in peace & safety, 
pursue their several occupations, and retire with all 
their Effects to their Native Country, loaded with the 
Wealth they acquired among us — under such circum- 
stances is it tlot wonderful, is it not Melancholy, 
that there should exist a Set of Men, Combined by 
fell ambition — to Destroy the Peace & harmony of 
such a Country — Yet such has been the Case I do 
believe — and had not the French been so graciously 
successful the last Winter, I suspect American Blood, 
would have mingled With the Cut throats of Europe 
in our own Country before Next Jany — 

But the Republican French have been uncommonly 
Fortunate in repelling their Enemies, so much so as 
to give a strong hqpe Peace may be expected, or at 
least the fangs of the Lyon are so blunted as to appre- 
hend less danger from him — and John Bull begins to 
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be tired of the business, tis believed — Tho we have 
yet got Nothing from Mr Pinckney since Novr. — 
An ^Embargo is laid for 30 days, it may be the means 
of making Sir Chs Jervis and his troops in the We 
Indies keep tent; until we know more of matters — tho 
we have by way of We Indies a New Set of instruc- 
tions of the 8h Jany — annulling the orders of the 6th 
Novr. and giving Americans some little more freedom 
of trade, but We will shew them before We are Done, 
Americans dont intend to obey the King & Counsil — 
as our fore Fathers did; they order Matters better in 
America Now — a Resolution has been under Discus- 
sion for two days proposing to Sequester all British 
debts to be pd. into the Treasury as a fund to pay 
the Amern. Citizens in case Justice is not done them 
by the British Govert — 1 confess I do not like to 
meddle with private Contracts, but really I see no 
other mode of Securing such a faithless Governt. to 
Keep the Peace & Do Justice — 

We have a plan before us for organizing 80 Militia 
— I send you the plan as Reported, to raise 800 More 
Men to guard the Several Ports and Provisionally 
15000 Regulars in Case of War these things will as- 
tonish you I am sure, tho they are only propositions 
— I am for No other force than the Young Men of the 
Militia from 18 to 25 — or so and particularly while 
tis Not Certain we shall Want no other force — The 
increase of Expenses, Fortifications, purchasing arms 
&c &c &c will make the current expenses upwards of 
five & one half Million Dollars for 94 — the probable 
Deficiences of Revinue is 2,340,000 Dollrs. deducting 
the probable Deficiences of impost — I am one of 15 
— a Committee on this subject to report ways & 
means — We have done Nothing final yet, we had a 
Meeting yesterday, & had Secry H — before us, he ap- 
peared cursedly Mortify ed-- Those on the Commit- 
tee who had been always opposed to References to 
him on this vSubject made no great Show — I ex- 
pected Mr Madison would have come forward with 
some System but he did not — I suspect We Shall. 
Employ the Secry yet — Stamps on Law papers & 
assignments was proposed be taxed as one fund, Car- 
riages of Pleasure, and finally Land — I really fear 
We shall be obliged to lay a small tax on Land, or 
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Polls What do you think- Will the People run 
the risque of leaving our Country in a defenceless 
State rather than pay a Land tax — 

I signed a paper a few days ago drawn up by Haw- 
kins, addressed to the People of the State, tis to be 
in Hodges paper — I dont know that it Can do any 
harm, but on reflection I wish I had not put my Name 
to it — Macon was the only one that did not sign it 
— all our acquaintences are Well — Farewell my 
Dear Sir and let me hear from you — Adieu 

W. B. Grove 

Genl. Steele 

NOTES. 

'James Gillespie, of Duplin County, North Carolina; Rep- 
resentative in Congress 1793-'99, and 1803-'05. He supported 
the Resolution, for retaliation on England. 

''John Brown; delegate to the Continental Congress 'from 
the Kentucky District 1787-'88; Representative in Congress 
l789-'92; one of the first Senators from Kentucky 1793-1804. 
He was the last survivor of the Congress of the Confederation. 
He died in 1804. 

Thomas Blount of North Carolina. Representative 1793- 
'99 and 1805-7; again 1811-'12. He died in 1812 and is buried 
at Washington. He was Lieutenant in the Revolution and 
afterwards Major-General of Militia. 

Josiah Parker, of Virginia; Representative 1789-1801. 

Joseph McDowell, of North Carolina; known as of Quaker 
Meadows; fought at King's Mountain; opposed the adoption 
of the Federal Constitution in 1788; Representative in Con- 
gress, 1793-'95, and again 1797-'99. Some say that Dr. 
Joseph McDowell, of Pleasant Gardens was the Representa- 
tive of the latter date. 

3 1 suggest that Albert Gallatin is here meant. He had 
been refused a seat in the Senate because he had not been 
naturalized nine years. He was not a Jew but being a for- 
eigner and especially odious to the Federalists by his having 
been concerned in the Whiskey Insurrection and by his ag- 
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g^ressive ability as a leader of the opposite party, Grove may 
have suspected that he was of that religion, which was then 
more unpopular than in recent years. Gallatin was a Repre- 
sentative from Pennsylvania, 1795-1801; Secretary of the 
Treasury, 1802-'14; Minister, with Clay, Adams, Bayard and 
Russell to negotiate the treaty of Ghent in 1814; Minister to 
France 1 815-'23; Minister to Great Britain 1826-'27. Removed 
to New York City, where he was President of a Bank, of the 
New York Historical Society and the United States Ethno- 
logical Society. Died 1849. 

* I am doubful as to the identity of this gentleman. Spruce 
McCoy, of Salibury was a State Judge at that time and **Hon 
J-e"(Judge) may mean him. There is no evidence that he 
was in Philadelphia. Matthew Locke of Salisbury was a 
member of Congress but was never a Judge. Perhaps he had 
been Chairman of the County Court and Grove may have given 
him the title sneeringly. 

5 This word is an Americanism, corrupted from curvetting, 
i.e. prancing around. 

* John Samuel Shenburne; lost a leg in the Revolutionary 
War; Representative l793-'97; U. S. District Judge from New 
Hampshire, 1804-'30. 

^ Samuel Dexter; a Federalist; Representative l793-'95; 
United States Senator l795-'99; Secretary of War, May 13, 
1800; of the Treasury, December 31, 1800; a leading prac- 
tioner before the Supreme Court of the United States. Pub- 
lished a poem, ''Progress of Science," and a volume of Speeches 
and Pamphlets. 

^William Lyman, Brigadier General of Militia; Represen- 
tative, 1793-'97; Consul at London 1805-'ll. 

^ Roger Sherman; a Judge in Massachusetts and then in 
Connecticut; delegate to the Continental Congress, l774-'84; 
delegate to Constitutional Convention of 1787; Representative 
in Congress, 1789-'91; Senator, 1791-'93. His high reputation 
will hardly be diminished by Grove's charge of "cunning." 

'° Henry Dearborn; resident of Maine, when a part of Massa- 
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chusetts; Major General of Militia, 1789; Representative, 
1793-'97; Secretary of War, 1801-'09; Senior Major General in 
the war of 1812; Minister to Portug-al, 1822-'24. 

"Zephaniah Swift; Representative, 1793-'97; Chief Justice 
of Supreme Court of Connecticut, 1806-'19; Member of the 
Hartford Convention; Published somie law books on legal sub- 
jects. 

"Uriah Tracy; Representative, 1793-'96; United States 
Senator, 1796-'1807. Died at Washington, 1807. 

^* Joshua Coit; Representative, 1793-'98; died 1798 at New 
London of Yellow Fever. 

'5 The old member was Benjamin Bourne; the new, George 
Leonard. 

^^ John Watts; Representative from New York City, 1793-'95. 

'^ Ezekiel Gilbert; Representative, 1793-'97; was a lawyer at 
Hudson, New York; Paralyzed, 1812, and was a sufferer for 
thirty years afterwards. 

'®John Smilie; Born in Ireland; Representative, l793-'95 
and 1799-1813. Died 1813 at Washington. 

^^ Thomas Scott; Representative, 1789-'91, and 1793-'95. 

"^ Delaware. The Senators from this State were then Hen- 
ry Latimer and John Vining. Vining was a frequent speaker, 
Latimer not at all. Probably Grove had in mind the distin- 
guished George Read, who resigned in the lattet part of 1793. 

"Samuel Smith; a Revolutionary Colonel; Representative 
1793-1803, and 1816-^22; Senator, 1863-'15, and 1822-'33; Com- 
manded Maryland troops in repulse of British at Baltimore, 
1814; Mayor of Baltimore. 

**John Nicholas; Representative, 1793-1801; Removed to 
Geneva, New York; Member of State Senate and County 
Court Judge. To be distinguished from Wilson Cary Nicb- 
olas, delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1787; U. S. 
Senator, 1800- '04; Representative, 1807-'09, and Governor of 
Virginia, 1814-'l7. 

=^^ Carter B. Harrison, Representative, 1793-'99. 

"^John Hunter; Representative, l793-'95; U. S. Senator, 
l797-'98; a farmer. 



JAMES SPRUNT HISTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 113 

=^ Thomas P. Carnes; Born in Maryland; settled at Milledge- 
ville, Ga.; Attorney General; Judge of Supreme Court of Geor- 
gia; Representative, 1793-'95. 

"^The Senate sat with closed doors until 1795. This was 
very unpopular, especially in North Carolina where the cus- 
tom had been for the members of Congress to appear before 
the General Assemblies and report their actions, 

"* James Jackson; Senator from Georgia, 1793-'95. He was 
a Representative, 1789-'91. 

''Alexander Martin. Born in New Jersey; Graduated at 
Princeton, 1756; began practice of the law in North Carolina, 
1772; Colonel of the Continental Line at Brandy wine and Ger- 
mantown; State Senator. l782-'85, anc} l789-'92; Acting Gov- 
ernor of North Carolina, 1781-'82; Governor, 1782-'85, and 
l789-'92; U. S. Senator, 1793-'99. 

^This humorous sally alludes to the charge against Gov- 
ernor Martin that he hid in a hollow log at German ton. The 
matter was investigated by a court martial, which acquitted 
him. 

^'Edmund Jennings Randolph; Aid-de-camp to Washington; 
Attorney General of Virginia; delegate to the Continental 
Congress, 1779-'82; Governor of Virginia, l786-'88; Attorney 
Genernal of the U. S.,1789-*94; Secretary of State in place of 
Jefferson, resigned, 1794-'95; Invited to resign in consequence 
of an apparent intrigue with the French Minister, Pauchet. 
He published a "Vindication" of his conduct, which many 
think is unsatisfactory. 

^' Henry Knox of Massachusetts; Major General in the Rev- 
olutionary war; Secretary of War, 1789; Resigned in 1795. 
Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, resigned the 
same year. 

^"^ Washington's levees were held every Tuesday afternoon 
from three to four o'clock precisely. The guests stood and he 
walked to them, saying a few words to each, bowing but not 
shaking hands. The levees of "Madam," or as she was 
usually called "Lady Washington," were on Friday evenings 
8 
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from eight to ten, and usually were attended by the fashion- 
able of the city. She was a charming hostess. The Presi- 
dent often attended and seemed to enjoy the beauty and 
sparkle. Miss Eleanor (Nelly) Custis was the daughter of 
John Parke Custis, son of Mrs. Washington, after her father's 
death adopted by the General. She was very vivacious and 
attractive. She married Washington's nephew, Lawrence 
Lewis. 

33 Probably General John Smith, of Rowan, who married 
the widow of Moses Alexander of Cabarrus, the mother of Gov. 
Nathaniel Alexander, and William, Mark and Wallace Alex- 
ander, all in the Continental Line of the Revolutionary army. 
Wallace was a Senator from Lincoln County. One of his 
daughters married Archibald Henderson, and another, Wm. 
Locke, nephew of Judge Locke. 

34 Matthew Locke; Representative, 1793-97, from North Car- 
olina. Mr. Grove's sarcastic allusion to a new North Caro- 
lina Representative was pointed at Joseph McDowell and not 
at Locke, I think. 

Grove to Hogg. 

6th Feby 1795 
Dear Sir. 

The enclosed sheet of our Journal will inform 
you what was the result of the Vote in Congress on 
the application by Thos Person & others for Com- 
pensation for Lands in the So. We. Territory — 

The subject took up great part of two days and I 
believe nothing was omitted that could be said on 
either side. Mr Smith S C was an able advocate, 
but the House seemed assured the Indian claims had 
never been fairly extinguished since the Treaty at 
Long Island of Hols ton in 1777 — which gave the 
Indians that part of Hendersons purchase lying on 
the head waters of the Cumberland River — 

A proposition is now made which seems to be gen- 
erally approved of, that a Treaty should be held with 
the Indians & their right purchased when the Pro- 
prietors of Land in that Country Would have their 
titles perfected and might occupy their Property — 
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We have had no determination on the Companies 
Claim, but from what was Said on the other subject 
I have no expectation any thing- can be done for them 
exclusively — We therefore Wait under a hope the 
Indian claims may be purchased, or ^t least that an 
attempt may be made — I shall write you ag-ain on 
this subject — "^ 

Mr Jay has entered into a Treaty with the British 
Go vert., which We hope & believe will be favorable 
to this country, altho the several articles are not 
known — as soon as it arrives & is conJ&rmed by the 
President & Senate it will be published — The last 
accts. from the Seat of War in Europe, they were as 
usual Pig-hting- away like Mad men on all sides The 
French are still Victorious in Holland and Spain — 
We were induced to believe from some late accts. that 
a Peace was desired & concluded between the French 
and some of her Enemies, but this rather doubtfull — 
I am 

In haste 

Your friend 

OHSer 
W B Grove 
[James Hogfg* Esq 

Hillsboro. No. Carolina] 

Grove to Hogg. 

Philaa. Jany 4th, 1797 
Dear Sir 

You have no doubt seen the Charges ' of the 
French ag"ainst the Government of the United States 
as exhibited by their Minister Mr Adet throug'h the 
medium of the public prints; this unexpected event, 
& strange conduct of our old allies has naturally cre- 
ated considerable alarm & anxiety, the more as we 
understand they are in the West Indies executing 
the Decree in the most extensive latitude by seizing 
& condemning all American Vessels & Cargoes with- 
out paying much regard to forms, or to the Ports 
from which, or to which^ they are bound — these 
Charges are the mere pretects thrown out to Colour 
Wi^vc Decree^ which is in open Violation of Treaty & 
the Laws of Nations, neither of which is regarded by 
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them, when they stand in the Way of their present 
irnind design of cutting- up all commerce to British 
ports, disregarding the Consequences it may have on 
the Neutral commerce, & particularly on the U S, as 
they know our Trade is mostly with Gt Britain — 
Thus these two powerful rival Nations are inattentive 
to Justice or principle, towards others; if they can do 
each other an injury^ they are regardless of the Means; 
and alas, the unprotected American commerce is at 
their mercy and they have treated it as if they knew 
Not What Justice or Mercy Was — 

'' The enclosed Paper contains a lengthy reply & 
refutation on the part of our Government, of the 
French charges of ^Hnsiduous Neutrahty^^ &c &c — I 
I hope there is not a real American who does not feel 
as he ought on such an occasion, a contempt for such 
a declaration, against the Will of a Free People, who 
desired to be at Peace with the Wourld, & have 
dealt fairly with all. 

That the Government of the Ud States eluded & 
defeated all the plans and intrigues that has been on 
foot to Yoke America into the European War has 
probably given offence to the French and if using 
every rational & honourable Means to Maintain 
Peace in this Country, & keep free of the Desolating 
War of the old Wourld has been an offence to the 
good People of America, their Government has been 
guilty of it — It is to be hoped the Negociations 
going on at Paris may speedily terminate the War, 
otherwise our Commerce to Foreign Countries will be 
in a great measure ruined, & the Government will of 
course be driven to the necessity of a Direct Tax^ 
which subject is now before us to be in readiness for 
Deficiencies of import & Tonnage — 

Mr Adams is Elected President,^ & Mr Jefferson 
Vice, — this is as we both wished, if I remember — 
the latter Gentleman will serve, & expresses satisfac- 
tion at the Election of Mr A — whos Character & 
Patriotism it seems he, does, &, ever respected — 
that Mr Adams got only one Vote in our State, & 
Mr Burr 6, reflects no great judgment or respect of a 
Proper Character to fill so important an of&ce as Presi- 
dent, in our Electors — Mr B could not get one 

Vote in the State he belonged to, & where he was 
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bred & born, nor in either of the adjoining* states — & 
yet he got 6 in No. Carolina — Mr Adams did not 
lose one Vote in 8 States — and got some votes in 4 
others — I hope his Conduct in the Execution of the 
high trust reposed in him may prove Satisfactory to 
his Country, & may be the means of shewing to the 
Wourld that he is a real friend in action and Prin- 
ciples, to the Republic of America, as established by 
our Constitution. 

The Winter is the most Severe one, that has been 
known for many Years, and the Westerly Wind pre- 
vents us g-etting late information from the other side 
of the Water— The articles * for the University were 
shipped from London in Novr., & the Vessel is not 
yet heard of — this may prove a further disappoint- 
ment to the University; & a loss to Mr Richardson by 
whom they were to be imported — — I shall be 
gratified on hearing from you, the News and Politics 
of the State — remember me to all acquaintances in 
and about Hillsboro — 

Believe me to be 
Dear Sir 

with esteem and regard 
your Huml Sert. 

W B Grove 
James Hogg esq, 

NOTES. 

'These charges were in substance, as summarized by 
Tucker: 

a In abandonment by the United States of their neutral 
rights. It WHS contended that the United States would insist 
on the principle that neutral ships make their cargoes free, 
and resist the extension of the list of contraband articles. 

b That the United States had violated the treaty of 1778, 
especially in not giving French vessels more privileges in our 
ports than English vessels. 

c That the Jay Treaty with Great Britain discriminated 
against France. 

d That the Cabinet in 1793 discussed the question whether 
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the treaties with France were binding, also whether they 
would receive the agents of the proscribed princes. 

e That the United States made an insidious proclamation 
of neutrality. 

f By chicaneries the courts of the United States were 
unjust to French privateers. 

g The United States had eluded the offered mediation of 
France with Algiers for relieving American prisoners. 

h It allowed French vessels of state to be arrested, contrary 
to treaty. 

i It suffered England to interrupt its commerce with 
France. 

/ It suffered English vessels, which had insulted the United 
States, to take refuge in her ports and thence cruise against 
the French. 

k It in effect applauded English audacity; allowed French 
colonies to be blockaded. 

/ It eluded French advances for more favorable treaties, 
while it sought a treaty with England which prostituted its 
neutrality, and forgot the services France had rendered in the 
war of the Revolution. 

m That from the New York Coffee House the entwined 
flags of the two nations had been removed by the proprietors. 

n That an American almanac had failed to give precedence 
to French diplomacy. 

o That the consular convention between the two nations 
had been rendered illusory in two particulars. 

p That Minister Fauchet, on leaving the United States, 
hed been subjected to annoying treatment by a British ship. 

' The answer of the United States as given by Tucker was, 
in substance: 

That the United States did not violate our treaty or weaken 
our engagements with France; that no resistance was made 
to the measures of Genet and others of her agents, except 
what was required by our laws and neutral obligations; that 
it never acquiesced in violation of our rights or stipulations 
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with France, but has opposed them always; that it has fur- 
nished France all succor allowable to neutrals; that the 
United States as a sovereign, as well as by provisions of the 
commercial treaties with France, had the right to enter into 
commercial treaties with Great Britain or any other nation; 
that no facts showing- partiality to Great Britain could be 
produced. 

If there has been greater promptitude to act against unlaw- 
ful acts of French cruisers, it was because they were more 
frequently committed on account of the greater sympathy of 
our people with them. And when British ships of war 
entered our waters with their prizes, the government had no 
means of punishing such infractions without calling out the 
militia. 

^In the election of 1796 Connecticut, Delaware, Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont, 
voted solidly for Adams. Maryland gave him 7 out of 10 
votes. North Carolina 1 of 12, Pennsylvania 1 of 15, while 
Georgia, Kentucky, South Carolina and Tennessee voted 
solidly against him. Kentucky gave Burr 4 votes, Maryland 
3, North Carolina 6, Pennsylvania 13, Tennessee 3, Virginia 
1. Jefferson received 4 each from Georgia, Kentucky and 
Maryland, 11 from North Carolina, 14 from Pennsylvania, 8 
from South Carolina, 3 from Tennessee, and 20 from Vir- 
ginia. Thomas Pinckney had from Connecticut 4, Delaware 

3, Maryland 4, Massachusetts 13, New Jersey 7, New York 12, 
North Carolina 1, Pennsylvania 2, South Carolina 8, Vermont 

4, Virginia 1. There were 15 votes for Samuel Adams from 
Virginia, 11 for Oliver EJlsworth from Masssachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island, 7 for George Clinton from 
Georgia and Virginia, 5 for John Ja}^ from Connecticut, 3 for 
James Iredell from North Carolina, 2 for George Washington 
from North Carolina and Virginia, 2 for John Henry from 
Maryland, 2 for Samuel Johnston of North Carolina from 
Massachusetts, and 1 for C. C, Pinckney from North Caro- 
lina. Thus Adams had 71 votes, Jefferson 68, Thomas Pinck- 
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ney 59 and Burr 30, and under the constitution as it was then. 
Adams was President and Jefiferson Vice-President. Pinck- 
ney was a Federalist and Hamilton vainly endeavored to have 
him receive more votes than Adams. The total number of 
votes was 138, but it was not required that the Vice-President 
should be chosen by a majority. 

* The articles, electrical and other apparatus, for the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, arrived safely. 

Grove to Steele. 

Fayette Ville Octor. 1st— 1802 
My Dear Sir 

I returned yesterday from Hillsbror, 
where I went on the 9th Septr. with Mrs. G — on a 
Visit to her friends; on my return I found in the 
Post office your favor of the 16th ult. which gave me 
the first information of your return home, altho' I 
made enquirey after you while in Orange — I hope 
your Family have recovered since you wrote, & that 
you continue to enjoy jiood health in the Native 
climate; tho' Salisbury is looseing its reputation of 
being healthy. 

From your letter, & the Copy of the one to the head 
of your Department, which you have done me the 
favor to enclose for my perusal, I perceive with re- 
gret, that you have new cause to be dissatisfied with 
your position in the Govern t. 

As soon as I read the report of the Investigating 
discriminating & criminating Committee, I cotud not 
help seeing the deep cut made at the Former Treas- 
ury Departt.' From the temper & Views of the ma- 
jority of that Committee, It was to be apprehended 
they would sieze on every possible case to injure the 
feelings & reputation of the former Adminisn. but 
from the Examination & report of the Committee of 
the session before last, on the Treasury Departnt, I 
did suppose the new investigators would find little to 
add, as to that branch of the Government; but in the 
spirit of the times, they have wisely and economically 
discovered, that for want of their legal aad saving 
construction of the acts of Congress, monies have 



JAMES SPRUNT fflSTORICAL MONOGRAPHS 121 

been disbursed without an act of appropriation, of 
course these monies should be refunded, & they the 
Committee appointed as a standing- Board of expoun- 
ders-!-The contempt mixed with indig^nation which 
the late Report excited in me caused me to think, 
that the Men of sense and decency of their party 
would condemn it; as a crude, partial, & ifjfnorant pro- 
duction — & that tho' they might for political reasons, 
wink B.t its censure; I did not presume the head of 
any Departmt. would sanction & adopt the report as 
the rule of their office— I am really sorry to find there 
is reason to believe it otherwise, & that the present 
Head of the Treasury in the case of Woodsidc is dis- 
posed to g-ivea new construction to the Law, so as 
to produce a clashing of opinion Between your Judg- 
ment & former decisions, and his own— If this differ- 
ence of opinion on the meaning of a Law, arises alone 
from the honest & impartial Judg-ment of the Secre- 
tary, or is unconnected with any other cause or mo- 
tive than a desire to construe Laws fairly, 1 can not 
think it should add to your inducements to leave the 
Department — of this you alone can best judge — But 
while you are permitted to think and act indepen- 
dently on your own Judgment and sentiments, & are 
treated with that delicacy aud attention due to your 
services, your Character & your situation, I m[ost] 
earnestly wish you to continue in office — If this is 
not the case I know you too 'Well, to suppose you 
would act with any set of Men. — 

We have no news here, and were it not for 
the railings & abuse of Duane,* Callander, &c. 
against euch othor, we should consider the papers 
dull, but these fellows unfold some things worth 
knowing respecting the falsehood & knavery which 
has been going on among them, & are fulfilling two 
things, that Dog will eat Dog; and that when 
rogues fall out honest men come to their right — 

I am Very certain you join me in regretting — sin- 
cerely regretting the fate of poor Spaight^ He has 
fallen a sacrifice to his own Violence of temoer, for 
he might have adjusted his dispute with honor, with- 
out going to extremities — 

Flour will probably continue about 5 to $7 — Cot- 
ton from $12 to $15 pr. Cwt. picked— 3 to 3 1-2 for 
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Seed — and indeed I fear all [classes] of produce will 
be low compared to late years — Shells are g^enerall y 
to be had here at 1-6 to 1-8 d pr. Bushl. — lime is 
dearer & scarce — 

Mrs. Grove desires to be united with me in a ten- 
der of our best respects to yourself, & Family, and 
particularly to Miss Ann — * 
Believe me my Dear Sir 

With real esteem & regard 
Yrs Sincerely — 
W. B. G:ove 
John Steele Esqr. 

notp:s. 

' These fault-findings with the administration of the money 
department under President Adams came to nothing. 

' Wm. Duane from 1795 to 1822 edited at Philadelphia the 
leading Democratic-Republican newspaper. A prosecution 
was started against him for libelling President Adams but 
was abandoned 

Callender was also indicted under the Sedition Act for ex- 
pressions used in a pamphlet called '*The Prospect Before 
Us," and sentenced to nine months imprisimment and a fine 
of $200. A number of others were indicted, the prosecution 
of most of whom were abandoned. 

^Richard Dobbs Spaight, son of a nephew of Governor 
Dobbs; Delegate to the Congress of the Confederation, 1782- 
'84; Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1787; Gov- 
ernor of North Carolina, l792-'5; Representative in Congress 
1798-1801; was killed in a duel by John Stanly 1802. He 
was then a Republican and Stanly a Federalist. The Fed- 
eralists generally thought Sjlaight the aggressor and his 
adversary, in his petition for pardon, which was granted b}' 
Governor Williams, earnestly so contends. 

^Steele's daughter, afterwards Mrs. Jesse A. Pearson. 
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